
Samuel Alexander Rathouse, known to everyone by the nickname of Mookey, 
a name acquired early in his life in South Africa, came to London in 1966 on a 
British Council bursary to study Urban Design under Leslie Ginsburg at the 
AA, having qualified as an architect at the University of the Witwatersrand 
where he obtained a first class degree. 
  
In 1966 he and Rosalind, his wife, arrived in then swinging London.   His time 
at the AA excited him greatly and over the years he would refer to particularly 
memorable events of his time there.  Amongst these was a lecture given by 
Buckminster Fuller at LSE, where the then seventy old year old ‘Bucky’ 
jumped on and off a table whilst galvanising everyone with his theories.  He 
also recalled how, at the same time,  Bloomsbury Square, during a spell of 
particularly clear weather, looked magnificent, being filled with a range of 
mind captivating geodesic domes. 
  
Mookey’s class of ’66 were introduced to a plethora of interesting lecturers 
from the likes of Tom Blair, Peter Hall and Roger Tym, the land economist, 
with whom Mookey formed a long lasting friendship.  The students were 
exposed to new urban design ideas about which they used to argue into the 
early hours of the morning if they were not themselves working on designs in 
their studio at the AA in Bloomsbury Square. Weekends were also spent in 
the studio doing projects and writing reports. Some of the projects Mookey 
was involved in along with other members of the group were the  'Walworth 
Communications Analysis', The Bedford Expansion Study  and The Bedford 
Central Area Study - old hat now but topical then.  There were numerous 
discussions and seminars on the merits and demerits of the new towns like 
Milton Keynes, Bletchley and Runcorn.  Park Hill, a large and controversial 
housing development in Sheffield, fell under their scrutiny as did the various 
housing developments that they visited in Denmark on a group tour. 
The project that Mookey enjoyed most and referred to over the years was one 
that he did on Carnaby Street.  Carnaby Street started at Great Marlborough 
Street directly across the road from the stage door of the Palladium.  That was 
a very important factor in  its development as the performers and trendsetters 
coming out of the Palladium would wander down Carnaby Street to pick up 
clothing that was affordable and different.  At the time Mookey interviewed 
John Stephen, who owned a few shops on Carnaby Street, later opening a 
branch of his eponymous shop on the King’s Road. He told Mookey that he 
had designed high collared shirts because when customers viewed 
themselves in the mirrors, they always lifted the collars of shirts up their 
necks. This set a 60s fashion trend.  John Stephen also produced a range of 
highly desirable horizontal striped knitted ties that Mookey loved and 
collected. Carnaby Street became one of the coolest destinations associated 
with the swinging London <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swinging_London>  of 
the 1960s.  Little did he know that this project and his relationship with a much 
loved street was to stand him in good stead in years to come. 
 
Christopher Alexander and Chermayeff, Parker Morris, Holford, Colin 
Buchanan and Colin Rowe were definite 60s planning gurus whom they 
followed with interest.  Whilst architectural heroes were the likes of Louis 
Kahn, Paul Rudolph, ‘Corb’ and Gropius.  



  
The class of ’66 became a cohesive group  - despite being tested at a time 
when feelings ran high during the first Arab/Israeli war.  Mookey was 
particularly friendly with fellow South Afrians, Dave Burde and Dave 
Hirschman (attached is a sketch that Dave did of Leslie and Rhoda) .  From a 
list generated at the time, others in the group were Brown, Olley, Cherry, 
Smith, Drdla, May, Calder, Mancini, McClure, Donnelly, Sabbar and Turner. 
During the second year when writing his thesis, Mookey worked for the Austin 
Smith Lord Partnership where an expansion of Warrington New Town and 
expansion of Ballymena put into practice the theory he had learnt at the AA 
over the previous two years.  He was a team leader on the Ballymena project 
but it was eventually scrapped because of the troubles in Northern Ireland.  It 
did however provide a great learning experience for a young urban designer.  
  
Having promised his South African partners that he would return to the 
practice at the end of his course.  He did so and, and with Rosalind, Brigit and 
Kathryn, two daughters that had been born in London, remained in 
Johannesburg for three years before returning to London to start a new 
practice in partnership with Hymie Moross, a senior partner in the South 
African practice.  The name of the new practice reflected both their surnames 
ie Moross and Rathouse – and so MR Partnership was born. 
  
With no work at the outset, life was a battle but as the new practice became 
better known there were returning clients and, by word of mouth, MRP grew 
steadily.  Mookey took great pride in the fact that he never woo-ed potential 
clients but that they came to him because of the efficient service that the 
practice offered. Many of the present clients are very long standing and hark 
back to the first days of MRP.  Mookey was omnipresent and maintained the 
values that MRP stood for ie good solid design at the promised price.  Mookey 
also built up mutual and enduring relationships with a handful of builders that 
were great craftsmen and technicians and that he trusted completely, knowing 
that they would deliver the quality and finish that he expected.  This was so 
important in providing his loyal clients with continued high quality architectural 
services. 
  
Mookey always felt fortunate in that most of MRP’s work took place within a 
stone’s throw from their West End offices. He loved the idea that he did not 
have to travel far to undertake supervision of jobs.  He once did an exercise 
where he put a red dot on a map for every job completed - from office 
refurbishments through to larger scale alterations and finally to new or made 
over buildings.  The resulting map of the West End was a mass of red dots 
and he hazarded the guess that he had probably taken a hand in more of 
these than any other architect currently practising in London.  His modesty 
prevented him from making this information widely available as he continued 
to ‘put more red dots’ onto the West End map. 
  
One of the highlights of Mookey’s career came some fifteen years ago, when 
MR Partnership under his guidance started working with Shaftesbury plc on 
the refurbishment of an existing portfolio that it had bought, which included the 
majority of the  Carnaby Street properties together with other demises in 



adjoining streets , including Kingly Street, Fouberts Place and Ganton Street. 
Carnaby Street had lost much of its status and glamour of the 60’s and 
reincarnating it fitted with Shaftesbury’s philosophy of working strategically 
and not just doing one off projects. The trick was to bring these properties up 
to date in terms of modern usability criteria but without spoiling the aesthetic 
of the individual buildings or existing street scenes. All of this had to take 
place in active pedestrian and trading streets. A colleague said that if he had 
to identify one particular skill of Mookey’s, this would be the latter, together 
with interpreting client aspirations and requirements at a very empathic level.   
  
He also said that if he were to pick one example of the success of this 
approach, it would be Kingly Court. Prior to the start of the project it was a 
back-land courtyard of mixed and low-grade use. Today it is a destination 
retail  haven, fully pedestrianized and with direct access from Carnaby Street, 
Kingly Street and Beak Street. Even the vagaries of the British climate are 
dealt with by the elegant removable roof, erected over the courtyard during 
the most inclement seasons. His wife, Rosalind, remembers clearly the night 
when, working at his desk, he had a sudden flash of inspiration and said that 
he had found the solution to ‘the courtyard’.  Kingly Court became Mookey’s 
baby that he had planned and nurtured to fruition and he was always thrilled 
to visit and to see that it had become a memorable Carnaby landmark.   
  
He loved the idea that the Carnaby that he had known in the 60s, in its then 
heyday, had been so lovingly restored in the 2000s.  MR Partnership 
celebrated its 30th anniversary with a splendid party in Kingley Court. A 
continuous film reel ran throughout showing MRP’s work over the years since 
its inception.   Mookey had intended publishing a book on Carnaby on 
retirement and had started collecting relevant material as he had always felt 
that he had a direct link because of his 60s association.  His unexpected and 
untimely death put paid to this. 
  
Following on the success of Carnaby, that Shaftesbury plc refer to as one of 
its ‘villages’, came St Martin’s Courtyard in Covent Garden. It was nine years 
ago that Shaftesbury first explored entering into a joint venture with the 
Mercer’s Company, combining properties held by the respective companies. 
Here again the skills honed at Carnaby were brought to bear on tired and 
underutilised building stock. Mookey, leading the MRP team, had two-fold 
duties : The first was to act as overall Strategic Architect working with the 
client and the innovative project management team where the overall planning 
and disposition of space and uses was rehearsed and determined. The 
second tranche of duties was to be specifically responsible for two of the four 
major blocks. An island site was given a new heartland with a retail courtyard 
at its centre entered off Long Acre via a new retail street, Slingsby Place. 
Other points of access were created from  Mercer Street and Upper Saint 
Martin’s Lane.  This was a difficult series of contracts, comprising part major 
refurbishment and part new-build. Again, as per Carnaby, mixed uses of retail, 
restaurant, office and residential accommodation were the order of the day 
and were well executed with Mookey at the helm. 
  
Mookey was thrilled to see the completion of this vibrant scheme in which he 



had played his last major role.  He derived great pleasure from visiting this 
courtyard and watching the space soften as landscaping was added and 
masses of people started congregating in the restaurants and shops. 
  
A note to the family from one of his clients said of Mookey, “His legacy will be 
in the fine buildings which will be enjoyed by future generations and the fond 
memories that all who knew him and worked with him will retain.” 
  
Those that knew Mookey always considered him to be a person of his word. 
 He valued trust and fair mindedness above all.  In so many of the letters of 
condolence from friends and work colleagues, the word ‘gentleman’ crops up. 
  Integrity in all things was his by-word and he would be so happy if he were to 
know that the people that surrounded and valued him remember that, as well 
as being a talented architect and urban designer, he was the kindest and 
most generous of men. He died unexpectedly on 21 September 2012 
following a haemorrhagic stroke as the result of an accidental fall. 


