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AAVS Bengaluru

Working within ‘curartistry’ - a practice in which particular elements of a city
can be researched and recorded in drawing, photography and models -

we will look at objects in Bangkok. This research will lead to the proposal of
projects, whether artistic, architectural or otherwise crafted. Their existence
as projects, rather than as finished artworks or artefacts, will form the criteria
by which they are judged. One way of thinking about this is that it generalises
some of the procedures of architects to other arts and practices of making.
There will be a final jury in which there will be a discussion of each project
and the value of this technique of working.

This Visiting School investigates the role data plays in design innovation.
Such data-based design themes include, but are not limited to: data collection,
visualisation, standardisation, specialising, conceptualisation, and data
parameterisation into spatial orders. This year we will initialise design projects
in the context of Beijing 751, an abandoned factory that is becoming another
art district next to the famous Beijing 798. The programme’s objective is to
invent and inhabit the existing industrial structures in the context of the urban
upgrading around the 751 site, through data-based approaches to design.

AAVS Industrialised Craft is a hands-on design/make workshop with an
emphasis on research. Each year we investigate a specific material and its
method of production, gaining a thorough understanding of the relationships
between the object, the factory, the city and the architect. Our deep
engagement with production will give insights into the relationship between
man and machine, demand and supply, industry and craft and ultimately
architecture and culture. With a focus on marble, we will study its historical
significance, unravel its present uses and imagine its future implementations.
Our field visits will take us to quarries, stock yards, factories and workshops
to study the process from raw material to final use. We will compare the
mass-produced object and its crafted equivalent, recording the events and
scenarios that take place from the conception of an idea to the making of
the physical object. The workshop will culminate in the assembly of a 1:1
site-specific installation.



Chinese metropolitan cities undergo rapid changes each day. For many
migrants, the city demands an adaptation to a new way of living. Yet there is a
strong desire to retain regional values and traditions. This tension is manifested
in the ad-hoc and DIY architecture of many cities - from rooftops, to urban
farms to utilising the spaces between buildings. The Visiting School aims to
better understand these structures - from their use, location and character

- to develop a prototype to define them and to impact the city.

Hong Kong is one of the densest cities in the world and also one of the most
artificial. It is a city built on reclaimed land with mountains covered in geotextiles
and LED facades radiantly disturbing the circadian rhythms of its inhabitants.
Hong Kong is a city that never sleeps.

We see the city as a ‘biotope’ where all elements are reactive and
interactively connected, forming a living tissue. Using programmable UAVSs,
robotic arms, laser cutters and 3D printers, this workshop explores
architectural design through the application of material behaviour, defining
the city both as a built environment and as a reactive natural one.

Two contrasting workshops offer contrasting visions of Japan from two
extreme sites 200km apart, one rural and one urban.

This workshop will look at Tokyo and the representation of the city through
its architecture and infrastructure, capturing moments through which
hidden layers, interiority and sections reveal the narratives documenting the
surrounding city as a catalogue of beautifully incomplete objects. We seek
participants who can offer a creative contribution to the community.

Launched in 1996, this workshop has evolved into an annual local event. Its
agenda is to explore a form of social and cultural sustainability within the
post-agricultural community of Koshirakura. A new phase of the programme
will set out a long-term strategy via a series of experiments with locally
available materials - such as timber, earth, stone and bamboo - filmmaking
and informal events all running in tandem with Koshirakura’s local festivals.
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Participants will use cutting-edge computational design and testing
software, sustainable materials and local craft traditions to conceive an
architecture school as a future platform for experimentation close to

the Myanmar capital of Naypyidaw. As the Myanmar economy continues

to expand, we will ask how architecture can respond to the demands of

a developing economy in a sustainable way, optimising the utilisation of local
grown materials. The critical response to these globally relevant questions
will be rooted in the proposed design output for a 3.5-acre site (it is intended
that this output will subsequently be built). Bamboo will play a strategic
physical, economic and cultural role in the design and realisation.

The Biological Morphologies workshop seeks to understand how
morphology is the result of a highly optimised process in nature. Exploring
themes including biomimetic methods, material science, physical
experimentation and digital tools, the digital craft workshop will create an
efficient structural system. Each year participants will focus on one material
which will result in a site-specific architectural intervention.

The Pyongyang Visiting School is a platform for exploring urban forms in

one of the least accessible countries in the world: DPR Korea. For the past
two years, working alongside local North Korean architects, academics and
policy makers, we have developed design proposals for a main thoroughfare
and an urban infill in the centre of the city. This year, we will focus on another
key urban element of Pyongyang - the islands on Taedong River and Potong
River. These rivers play an important part in structuring the anatomy of the
city: the urban blocks, road axes, ceremonial squares have all been aligned
along them. Complementing the ceremonial nature of these islands, we will
collectively develop a proposal for a new island neighbourhood.



Held in central Seoul, this programme will examine how software (human,
communal and social aspects of everyday life) rather than the hardware
(the built environment itself) drives the evolution of one of the world’'s most
active megacities. We are also interested in the issue of dealing with big
data - how to quantify and analyse it as meaningful information through
mapping and visualisation. The school is conducted by units with distinct
design methodologies - social and computational - in order to heighten the
debate between these two contemporary and immediate issues.

The post-industrial context of Shanghai along the Yangtze River Delta
(population ¢90 million) serves as the programme'’s urban laboratory to
explore, comprehend and shape an approach to the twenty-first-century
city. Students will be introduced to concepts, skills and instruments with
which to harness the complexities of industrial, technological and urban
change. Speculations regarding an intelligent urbanism will be led by a haptic
approach to discovering a diverse array of technological apparatus including
data sensing, capture, simulation and analysis, the Internet of Things,
automation, Al, AR, VR, and production hardware targeting materialsation by
the use of 3D printing, CNC milling, and Kuka robotics. The programme is
hosted at the China 3D Printing Museum in the Innovation Belt of Shanghai.

This year, through the act and composition of interview, storytelling,
cinemaand architectural drawing concerned with dwelling, domestic space
andeveryday life, Tropicality will pursue architecture as an ontological
enquiry - a construction of pluralistic ways of ‘negotiating the real’, of seeing
‘what is’.We will also emphasise architectures of ‘what might be’ through
both the generation of diagrams and projective compositions of form and
space. Drawing specifically on collected stories we will compose
architectural elements as fields of mediation between the self and the other,
considering the experience in frames via movement through space over
time. We are not interested in architecture that reproduces given systems of
logic, nor are we interested in a completely self-contained and self-referential
architecture. Instead we seek new language that references beautiful and
compelling human conflicts and their relationship to form and materiality.
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Next page : AAVS Koshirakura/Tokyo
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Within the context of China'’s urbanisation, the residual status of rural China
is the theme of AAVS Xixinan. Hosted in an exceptionally beautiful heritage
village, this experiment shuns nostalgia, sentimentality and the tendency to
lament the perceived loss of the rural. Instead the workshop tackles the
issues of urban China that affect the entire country: migration, social change,
inequality, food and energy supply, agriculture, industry and habitation and
ecological resilience and sustainability. The causes of the country’s complex
rural status are not necessarily to be found within the technological
apparatus of urbanisation. AAVS Xixinan will use advanced sensing, simulation,
data processing and design technologies to propose innovative alternatives
to longstanding global problematics.

Sepia-tinted pieces of chicken and splintered bones buried under a mound
of burnt lemongrass is a mouth-watering Khmer dish found only in Takeo
Province. Deep-fried to perfection, the fibrous strands of lemongrass has the
texture of candy floss, the scent of citrus and the deep savoury notes of
roast chicken.

Our object of study, then, will be food, the consumption of which is both
banal and yet central to any cultural practice. In Cambodia, we will use local
cuisines as an anchor for our observations, through which we will begin
to understand everything from the gastronomic properties of local delicacies
to the politics of its supply chains.

After this initial period of research and analysis, this two-week workshop
will engage heavily with hands-on making, both culinary and architectural.
We will propose additions to an existing village school and equip its campus
with communal dining facilities. The finale of the workshop, timed to coincide
with the end of the local academic year, will be the hosting of an inaugural
food festival. We invite you to take a seat at the table.
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Friday 1 December 2017, 6.30pm

A highpoint of the annual VS Calendar is the AAVS Global
Summit, when work and adventures from many of its
projects and workshops are collected together in London
and presented at the AA in a two-day symposium of
students, tutors, alumni, established experts in
architecture and design, and other guests. Open to
everyone, the event is focused around a Friday evening
set of presentations and performances showcasing

the AAVS'’s wide range of international programmes.

This year’s Global Summit will present recent work from
established global workshops alongside the output of
the newer research and development programmes.

Join us for an awe-inspiring evening of talks that will take
you from Wadi Rum to Xilitla, passing through other
unknown destinations, promoting international interests
in architectural learning, exchange and dissemination

via the global movement of people, ideas and projects.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/visiting
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk
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