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The AA Visiting School (AAVS) is a global architecture 
programme and network comprising a myriad of forms and 
agendas, all of which contribute to the endless debate  
about how to educate an architect. Launched in Dubai in 
2008, the AAVS has now hosted over 4,000 students  
in more than 100 different programmes held across all  
five continents. 
 For all the magic that has and will continue to happen 
behind the AA’s eight glorious Georgian facades on Bedford 
Square, the AAVS global workshops take participants  
on other unimaginable journeys that relate closely to the 
geographic and cultural conditions of their particular settings. 
They offer opportunities to engage with local forms of expertise, 
and in addressing many of today’s most pressing architectural, 
technological, cultural, urban and social issues they provide 
the kind of global learning experience that is of vital 
importance for a twenty-first-century architectural education.
 And significantly, unlike almost every other infrastructural 
and financial behemoth that seems to have become the 
status quo for institutions of higher learning, the AAVS is not 
permanent, full-time, exclusive, fixed or anything else that 
may limit its reach. Instead, we take our inspiration from the 
‘non-architect’ Cedric Price and his Polyark project, which 
radically reimagined education by promoting flexible, mobile 
and temporary ways of learning. While in the early 1970s this 
involved a couple dozen students converting an old double-
decker bus and taking it on a tour of Britain to ‘trigger 
dialogue’ between British architecture schools and local 
communities, today these dialogues are sparked between 
students and communities not only in the UK but around the 
world – proving that the more we move, the more we engage 
and the more we challenge our perceptions of culture and 
architecture, the better and more connected we are.

 Christopher Pierce, Director Visiting School
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IntroductIon to AA vIsItIng school 2016 – 17

Today, the AA Visiting School (AAVS) is held on five continents in 
dozens of cities, territories and remote regions. The diverse courses  
that make up our AAVS programme provide teaching and learning 
opportunities for students, professionals and other international 
participants to engage with – up close, and led by AA tutors and other 
experts – a number of the the world’s urgent challenges, in not only 
architecture but in the wider context of culture and the environment.
 The short-course offerings in the Visiting School are open to visiting 
students enrolled at schools throughout the world, currently enrolled  
AA students, recent graduates, architects and other creative individuals 
and professionals who wish to further their knowledge, practice and 
skills in architecture. Over the past decade thousands of participants 
have travelled to the main AA School in Bedford Square; to Hooke Park, 
the AA’s rural campus in Dorset in the West Country of England; or to 
one of the many global destinations that have served as the setting for 
AA Visiting School courses. 

 Brett Steele, Director AA School

Visiting School Course Offerings
The Visiting School offers four distinct kinds of courses: a Semester 
Programme for visiting students to study alongside AA students in  
the full-time AA Undergraduate School; the AA Summer School and 
other short courses organised at the main AA School in Bedford Square 
or at its rural campus in Hooke Park; short, intensive Global Schools 
overseas – with more than 50 cities and regions included in 2016–17; 
and Little Architect – an educational programme teaching London’s 
primary schoolchildren about architecture and the urban environment. 

Visiting School Teaching and Learning
All courses within the Visiting School are modelled on the AA’s famed 
unit system of teaching and learning architecture through the pursuit  
of agenda-driven project briefs shaped by students working intensively 
in small groups with AA tutors. 
 In the Visiting School, the agendas of each course offering relate 
closely to the geographic and cultural conditions of each setting. This 
provides a rare opportunity for participants from near and far to engage 
with local forms of expertise, providing the kind of unique, globalised 
learning experience only possible when a diverse international group  
is brought together. Visiting students and professionals from the local 
regions and much further afield make up the participants of each course.
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Creative Learning Partnerships
Visiting School courses are led by AA tutors and alumni who serve as 
course directors, setting agendas and organising local (and more 
distant) teachers and contributors. With the exception of Visiting School 
courses in Bedford Square and at Hooke Park, Global Schools  
are organised to allow AA tutors and alumni to teach jointly alongside 
teachers from the partner schools and organisations that serve as  
host venues for each course. 
 In the past decade, AA Global Schools have been held in more than 
100 of the world’s leading schools, cultural centres and other settings. 
Each year the work from these courses is brought back to London and 
presented at the AA in a Global Summit and exhibition.

Agenda-Driven, Project-Based Learning
A central feature of each AA Visiting School course is that experimental, 
new and provocative forms of architecture are best learned by  
doing – by embedding a diverse group of creative students and tutors  
in settings so that intensive exploration, discovery and work can be 
brought to bear on one highly refined, closely defined project, problem 
or possibility. In this way the Visiting School provides students, 
professionals and other creative individuals with an opportunity to gain 
experience and knowledge of the AA School’s core beliefs, including  
its unique and influential ways of teaching and working. In doing so the 
Visiting School promotes, tests and challenges global and international 
interests in architectural learning and exchange.

For More Information
The following 2016–17 Visiting School Prospectus lists this year’s course 
offerings by continent. From the UK and Europe, to the Middle East, 
Asia, Australia and the Americas, the coming year offers a range of new 
and unexpected learning opportunities. Please visit the AA Visiting 
School website for information on each programme, including details of 
how to apply, fees, entrance and visa requirements:  
www.aaschool.ac.uk/visiting

Alternatively, to obtain further information or to register for any of  
the programmes listed in this Prospectus, please contact the Visiting 
School team: 

Visiting School Director:
Christopher Pierce

Visiting School Coordinator:
Andrea Ghaddar

T +44 (0)20 7887 4014 
F +44 (0)20 7414 0782
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk

AA School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3ES
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Autumn Semester Programme – Industrial Edge
Liverpool, London, 5 September – 16 December 2016
Programme Director: Naiara Vegara
Course Tutor: Marie-Isabel de Monseignat Lavrov

The Semester Programme is a full-time 15-week studio-based course open to 
undergraduate and graduate students from around the world. The programme 
is integrated with the AA’s undergraduate History and Theory seminars and 
Media Studies courses, and is designed to allow transferable study credits. On 
finishing the course students will receive a Certificate of Completion from  
the AA School. The Autumn Semester 2016 studio will look into the theme of 
urban regeneration in the context of a powerful industrial city: Liverpool. 
Working in groups, students will record and map the existing conditions of an 
area of the city. Tangible and intangible qualities, such as infrastructure  
and flow, activity and time, verticality and pattern, etc, will inform individual 
strategies. Ambitious proposals will be tested through representational 
techniques and models that reveal, test and propose ideas in a precise 
context. Students are invited to explore their own aesthetic style as their work 
progresses from site analysis to propositional studies. The dialogue between 
two- and three-dimensional representation will reveal unpredictable qualities 
that inspire design narratives.

Powerstock: Design, making, place 
Hooke Park, Dorset, July 2017 
Programme Director: Clementine Blakemore

Based at Hooke Park, the Powerstock Visiting School focuses on hands-on 
making and a philosophy of learning by doing. Taking advantage of Hooke 
Park’s extensive facilities, which include a CNC router and robotic arms, 
participants will develop design and fabrication skills using contemporary 
digital tools in conjunction with traditional forms of craftsmanship. These 
processes will be documented through drawing, photography and text, which 
will culminate in a publication and film. Working in partnership with the 
community of Powerstock, a small village near Hooke Park, we will design and 
build a structure for public use that is both innovative and deeply rooted in 
the local culture and landscape.



Autumn Semester 2015
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Little Architect 
London, September 2016 – July 2017
Programme Director: Dolores Victoria Ruiz Garrido 

Little Architect is an education programme that teaches primary schoolchildren 
in and outside London about architecture and the urban environment.  
Our in-school workshops are delivered in partnership with class teachers and 
complement the UK’s national curriculum and cover topics such as 
sustainability. The programme provides the opportunity for pupils to think, 
debate and communicate about buildings and cities through drawing. We 
encourage children to create new, futuristic urban environments and to pay 
attention to the amazing world around them. More than 2,300 children from 
over 26 different schools have taken part in our lessons. 

Furnishing the Landscape – Maeda Workshop  
Hooke Park, Dorset, Summer 2017 
Programme Director: Shin Egashira

Building on a series of workshops studying the context and landscape of the 
forest, the Maeda workshop will make further explorations into design, 
building a new set of main gates to Hooke Park that will replace the existing 
piece now reaching the end of its life. We will re-contextualise the gate by 
setting out potential footpaths while collaborating with local artists, makers, 
historians and other interested parties on speculating and planning future 
events in the woods. This will involve the making of site-specific furniture by 
taking sectional measurements directly from the landscape of Hooke Park.

MakeLab
Hooke Park, Dorset, April 2017
Programme Director: Jeroen van Ameijde

MakeLAB is a five-day programme engaging with computer-aided architectural 
design and fabrication experiments to explore new modes of design 
conception. Using Hooke Park’s forestry and workshop resources, the workshop 
offers the unique opportunity to explore innovative structures and 
methodologies at 1:1 scale. This year the programme will revolve around the 
theme of ‘reconfigurable structures’. Participants will create a transformable 
architectural space that can reconfigure the relationship between internal 
space and the surrounding context. Aiming to explore performative aspects 
such as the filtering of light, views and privacy, we will create a large-scale 
inhabitable structure at a specific site within the forest.
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Resilient Landscapes 
Hooke Park, Dorset
Winter – Spring 2016–17, three weekend dates (six days total)
Programme Director: Hayley Anderson

Using the forest campus at Hooke Park as a testing ground for permacultural 
landscaping of the built environment, Resilient Landscapes will explore new 
ideas in ecologically driven landscapes. Over three weekends participants will 
investigate the evolution of a productive forest-garden, connecting the 
buildings and the campus to surrounding environment. Themes such as soils, 
planting schemes, permaculture principles and landscape maintenance will  
be explored with relevant experts, building to a wider conversation on the role 
and future of landscaping as a discipline and living entity.

Robotic Fabrications, Chapter 2 
Hooke Park, Dorset, July–August 2017
Programme Director: Emmanuel Vercruysse

Robotic Fabrications is a laboratory for architectural production at Hooke Park 
offering a hands-on introduction to robotics. Our weapon of choice – the 
chainsaw, a tool not known for its exactitude – gains a new level of precision 
when wielded by the Kuka KR150 robot. Scanning technologies provide a fully 
calibrated work space and perform operations with surgical precision. Through 
rigorous physical testing, we will prototype design tactics, making use of the 
accuracy and flexibility of multi-axis robotic machining. Robotic Fabrications 
fosters a critical approach towards design-through-making while staying 
deeply connected to the unique environment of Hooke Park.

Spring Semester Programme – Milan: Rethinking Living 
London, 9 January – 12 May 2017 
Programme Director: Naiara Vegara
Course Tutor: Marie-Isabel de Monseignat Lavrov

The Semester Programme is a full-time 15-week studio-based course for 
undergraduate and graduate students from around the world. It is integrated 
with the AA’s undergraduate History and Theory and Media Studies courses 
and allows for transferable study credits. On finishing students receive a 
Certificate of Completion from the AA School. The spring semester 2017 studio 
will reconsider how we live, work and play. Throughout history we have  
been living, working and playing differently thanks to factors such as economic 
trends and technological advances. In our evolving context we need to 
reinvent how to adapt our environments for a better standard of living.



Summer School 2016
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Summer Build Visiting School 
Hooke Park, Dorset, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Martin Self

Summer Build is a residential programme for hands-on participation in timber 
construction projects at Hooke Park, where students gain experience in both 
traditional and new fabrication technologies. Running in three-week phases 
during the summer academic break, it follows a Monday–Friday routine of 
work in the fabrication yard and building sites with Design+Make students. 
Evening talks, informal skill-building workshops and local weekend day-trips 
complement the programme. This year will focus on Wakeford Hall, a new 
learning facility in the centre of the Hooke Park campus. The programme is 
open to architecture, design and engineering students and young professionals 
and those seeking experience in timber construction in a rural environment.

AA Summer DLAB 
London / Hooke Park, Dorset, Summer 2017 
Programme Directors: Elif Erdine, Alexandros Kallegias

Summer DLAB experiments with the integration of algorithmic and generative 
design methodologies and large-scale digital fabrication tools. The programme 
investigates principles of natural formation processes and interprets them as 
innovative architectonic spaces. These concepts are carefully interwoven with 
spatial, performance-based and structural criteria to create full-scale working 
prototypes. The three-week-long programme is formulated in two phases. 
During the two-week initial phase, participants benefit from the unique 
atmosphere and facilities of the AA’s London home. The second one-week 
phase shifts to AA Hooke Park and revolves around the fabrication and 
assembly of a full-scale architectural intervention realised by the use of 
robotic fabrication techniques.

Summer School
London, 3 July – 21 July 2017
Programme Director: Natasha Sandmeier

This course offers a range of diverse design approaches, agendas and 
techniques, and represents a uniquely intensive and intimate environment that 
aims to expand formal and intellectual resources. Students, recent graduates, 
architects, designers, career changers and other creative minds are welcome 
to experience firsthand the AA School’s famed unit system of teaching and 
learning architecture. Each unit creatively uses the city’s surroundings as the 
focus of research and design. Tutors, lecturers and critics include past and 
present AA unit masters as well as professionals from disciplines as diverse as 
graphics, art, fashion, industrial design, urbanism and film. 



t-sa forum 2017: Renewal – Emotional Artefacts 
London, August – September 2017 
Programme Director: Takero Shimazaki

Continuing the research from t-sa forum 2016, this year’s course will focus on 
the notion of architecture as ‘structural artefacts’ in cities to regenerate an 
area. We will again learn to survey a precedent and expose the emotional and 
material qualities within the structural artefacts that act as catalysts for the 
formation of areas in a city. Recent t-sa forums have studied the celebrated 
work around London of British architects Sir John Soane and Nicholas 
Hawksmoor, as well as more recent examples by Denys Lasdun and Witherford 
Watson Mann. We will again visit examples in London and incorporate trips to 
other parts of the UK.

Visiting Teachers’ Programme
London, 22 May – 9 June 2017 
Programme Director: Hugo Hinsley 

The teaching of future architects is a diverse and challenging field of practice 
and research. The AA’s innovative model as a place of education and debate 
attracts the interest of academic visitors from all over the world. As a response 
to this interest the AA offers a short programme to give educators an 
opportunity to engage with the teaching and research of the school and to 
develop a debate about the aims and strategies of teaching architecture. As 
well as involvement in all the activities of the AA, the core of the programme  
is a seminar on educational ideas and methods. The programme is open to  
a small group of participants who are currently teaching architecture or  
related subjects.



eUrope
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Rethinking Patterns: Exploring Heterogenic Structures
Aarhus, August 2017
Programme Directors: Jens Pedersen, Ali Farzaneh

The Aarhus Visiting School will rethink patterns in design and architecture 
through investigations into the effects of environmental factors such as light, 
through local manipulations of patterns and geometry. These investigations 
are driven by computational tools and digital fabrication at different scales. 
This year, the research will focus on two units: Mesh Morphologies will focus 
on the rationalisation and fabrication of complex geometries through digital 
fabrication; and Robotic Assemblies will focus on the integration of robotic 
tools and how robotic manufacturing techniques will influence the future of 
design and fabrication in architecture. The AA Aarhus Visiting School operates 
in collaboration with the Aarhus School of Architecture and will use their 
state-of-the-art fabrication facility including ABB robots.

Tirana Stories  
Albania, Spring 2017 
Programme Director: Vanessa Norwood

In Tirana a number of buildings remain closed to the public. One of these – the 
Palace of Brigades, completed in 1942 as a residence of the Albanian Royal 
family and now used only for governmental and diplomatic events – marks the 
site of this year’s visiting school, presenting a rare opportunity to work in one 
of the city’s finest buildings. The Palace of Brigades sits in a crucial position:  
a restricted section of Tirana Park developed around an artificial reservoir built 
by the communist regime. The park, which marks the boundary of the city,  
has become a very important connection between Tirana and its south 
metropolitan region. The opening of the palace’s garden to the public could 
allow an important urban connection for pedestrians and bikes. Led by 
Vanessa Norwood and Milan-based practice PIOVENEFABI, the workshop will 
operate at different scales: a territorial scale by means of cartography and 
topographic studies; an architectural scale, with measured drawings and 
models; and a 1:1 scale, developing a narrative for a new future for the palace 
and its garden.
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Symmetry Sentience
Athens, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Alexandros Kallegias

The AA Athens Visiting School continues to examine phenomenology as a 
point of reference in architectural design. Structures of consciousness 
experienced from the first-person perspective will be coupled with the study 
of shapes in action. The built architectural composition will act as the 
structure affecting the experience of space by the user. Digital computation 
will allow us to assess how things are made and exist as active players in 
shaping their environments. Forms and structures will be put to action with 
the aim of altering the appearance of their hosting site. A series of 
morphologies will be designed, informed by biomimetic form-finding methods 
through a bottom-up approach via various coding techniques. The assembly  
of a 1:1 scale structure will enable the experience of built space to reveal the 
sensory aspects of building materials. Different computational and simulation 
design software will be combined to create and communicate various  
design proposals. 

Bodega – Enological Metabolism 
Barcelona, Summer 2017 
Programme Directors: Edouard Cabay, Carles Sala

Examining wine and all its characteristics, constructing relations between 
enology and architecture in different scales and places, Bodega has identified 
seven moments – or places – in the making of wine: the vineyard, crushing  
of the grape, the fermentation, ageing in barrel, coupage, ageing in bottle and 
logistics. Then comes the eighth moment, the most important of all: the 
tasting. In the unique viticultural context of the Mas Rodó winery in the Catalan 
wine-region of Penedès lies a place where wind, light and sound converge  
to construct a sublime atmosphere for the experience of tasting. A place for 
perception and senses. A place that we propose to enhance into a space;  
an augmented environment where all senses are stimulated by taste and 
context. Here, between the person and the surrounding landscape, only a thin 
layer of whiteness and transparency filter the outside to produce a place for 
the senses: the eighth space. 
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The House of Politics
Brussels, July 2017
Programme Directors: Bernard Dubois, Pol Esteve

The agenda of AAVS Brussels is twofold. On one hand, we will address the role 
of architecture in providing a space of representation for contemporary 
politics. On the other hand, we will explore the role of film as a representational 
tool and its possibilities as an instrument of analysis for architecture. The 
course departs from the conviction that supra-national political institutions are 
increasingly necessary, but in a context in which national boundaries have 
been diluted and new communication tools have a prominent role, they need 
new representational strategies that challenge the traditional understanding of 
architecture. Brussels, home of several supra-national political bodies, like  
the EU and NATO, will be taken as a paradigmatic case study. Students will 
produce short films to investigate how these new power structures can be 
represented, and consequently enter the collective thinking to create a feeling 
of belonging among citizens. 

Peripheral Museum of Contemporary Art 
Frankfurt, 20–31 March 2017 
Programme Directors: Friedrich Gräfling, Johanna Stemmler

What constitutes a museum in the twenty-first century? This forms the basis 
for all subsequent questions of AAVS Frankfurt. Rather than looking at a 
cultural building as a formalist exercise, the programme explores museums 
and associated institutions as neo-political questions, sociological 
developments and territorial connections, allowing design to form the answers.
 Focusing on the Rhine-Main area, and specifically the powerhouse of 
Frankfurt and the surrounding uplands, we aim at identifying, conceptualising 
and realising cross-territorial supply chains to develop the Peripheral Museum 
of Contemporary Art. The museum exemplifies a cultural network through 
architectural interventions that will redefine territorial strategies connecting 
the metropolitan with the rural, and vice-versa, to broaden an exchange 
beyond political and economical boundaries. 2017 will focus on the Airport 
Forest, an inner buffer zone in the middle of one of the busiest metropolitan 
transport hubs in central Europe.



Brussels Visiting School
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Waterworks
Granada, September 2017
Programme Directors: Kasang Kajang, Sarah Huelin

Granada combines scenic beauty with an ecological importance and resource 
welfare that meets the requirements of an agricultural economy. This ever-
changing landscape includes the Iberian Peninsula’s highest peaks at 3,482m, 
facilitating the journey of water into eagerly awaiting livelihoods downstream. 
Responding to these realities through architectural interventions, students will 
design water catchment and management solutions for the local inhabitants. 
Proposals will consider the consequences of climate change on water 
distribution and the implications at local, regional and international scales. 
Students will be immersed in hands-on, site-specific experimentation, 
speculating on scenarios, developing prototypes at 1:1 scale using locally 
grown materials and exploring the potentials of leading 3D design software. 
You will work, live, swim, drink, question, explore and interact with this 
transparent fluid, vital to all forms of life, in the Sierra Nevada mountains 
(Unesco Biosphere Reserve).

Orbital Planes 
Greece, Easter 2017 
Programme Director: Alexandros Kallegias

AAVS Greece pursues novel techniques in creating innovative urban 
interventions based on bottom-up rules extracted from existing city conditions. 
The design proposals will be informed by major social and economic activities 
within the urban fabric. Simulation tools and digital fabrication techniques 
form a major part of the programme’s research phase. The combined use of 
different computational design tools will be applied to initially explore the 
design brief. Architectural seminars and lecture series will support the 
programme objectives, disseminating fundamental design techniques and 
critical thinking methodologies. Methods of connecting form-finding theories 
with form-making techniques will be investigated.
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AA Istanbul Tectonic Symbiosis
Istanbul, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Elif Erdine

The AAVS Istanbul workshop, in collaboration with Istanbul Bilgi University, 
investigates patterns of emergence, differentiation and complexity in natural 
formation processes that are transformed to digital simulation platforms  
for design purposes. Within contemporary architectural processes a significant 
diversion from linear parametric tools towards generative design simulation  
is taking place. The design and analysis processes reflect this shift by focusing 
on simulations, whereby attention will be kept on the process of design 
generation as opposed to the final form itself. The agenda of the programme 
revolves around the design and fabrication of a 1:1 scale pavilion realised using 
robotic fabrication techniques.

Lugo Analogue Photography 
Lugo, July 2017 
Programme Directors: Sue Barr, Francesco Neri, Luca Nostri

This analogue photography workshop is a collaboration between the Visiting 
School programme and Lugo Land, an independent art-photography cultural 
centre and publishing house based in Lugo. Throughout its history 
photography has been used to classify the world and its people. Belief in the 
camera’s seeming objectivity has drawn artists and photographers to produce 
sequences or typological imagery to explore particular visual phenomena.  
We will use analogue photography to investigate typologies of the everyday 
– objects and events so ordinary that they usually escape our notice. On-site 
practical photographic workshops will introduce camera control and image 
composition. By embracing the ‘limits’ and slowness of film, students will have 
to think precisely about where to position the camera to see through the visual 
disorder or chaotic forms present in a location and discover the inherent 
potential of their photographic composition.



AAVS Nanotourism, Slovenia, Vitanja, photo Ajda Schmidt
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The Island Reader
Lyngør, Summer 2017
Programme Directors: Amandine Kastler, Erlend Skjeseth 

AAVS Lyngør is directed and taught by Amandine Kastler, Erlend Skjeseth, 
Daniel Ayat and Alexander Laing, and takes place on Lyngør Island off the 
southern coast of Norway, exploring the conditions of the area as it weathers 
changing social, environmental, political and cultural currents. Lyngør has 
remained a virtually untouched nineteenth-century village, but with increased 
recognition as a heritage site, it has seen an upsurge in seasonal tourism as 
well as the closing of the local school and a decline in the number of 
permanent residents. Working closely with the local community and using the 
survey as a key tool of the architect, AAVS Lyngør develops interpretations of 
the island’s inhabitation and transformations. These eclectic architectural 
strands are then woven together in the ‘Island Reader’, a narrative tapestry 
that rethinks how Lyngør is understood. The ‘Island Reader’ is a project shared 
with the local community through a series of talks and events that build a 
discourse around the island’s preservation and future potential. 

Trans-Computational Membranes 5.0 
Madrid, 4–16 September 2017 
Programme Director: Manuel Jimenez Garcia

Trans-Computational Membranes 5.0 will continue exploring computational 
design methods through the use of digital-analogue experimentation. With  
the focus on flexible materials, we have developed large-scale pavilions and 
installations over the last three years of research, seamlessly integrating 
physical simulations in every step of the design process. This has been 
instrumental for the development of numerous open-source modelling and 
generative digital design tools, enabling designers to manipulate flexible 
materials in a digital domain. This year’s summer workshop will set up new 
research goals including digital fabrication modules that plug into digital 
design tools. Workshop participants will explore new digital design methods, 
as well as novel manufacturing techniques, focusing specifically on robotic 
fabrication of flexible structures. AAVS Madrid 2017 will expand its domain 
from the digital to the physical in a seamless workflow where design and 
fabrication are not only stitched together but interwoven at every step.



In-Transition Lab: Structure
Moscow, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Alexandra Chechetkina

Moscow has gone to great lengths to find a new identity, and it is difficult to 
underestimate its recent urban transformations. Contrary to the 1990s,  
when the government focused mainly on building construction, the city is now 
focused on the voids between the buildings, reconstructing streets and 
squares and updating transport infrastructure. New public space typologies 
and new technologies are currently being realised across the city. While last 
year’s AAVS Moscow explored and tested possible scenarios of a development 
area at the urban scale, the upcoming programme will zoom in to look at a 
specific structure that could become the catalyst to help the city transform 
from the inside. Together tutors and participants will use various methods 
(from hand sketching and physical modelling to the most innovative 
computational instruments and physical material tests) to design and build a 
pavilion-like structure. Team-based work will be complemented by private 
tutorials and lectures by invited professionals.

Muxagata Workshop 
Muxagata, Spring 2017 
Programme Directors: Shin Egashira, Pedro Jervell

Muxagata, Vila Nova de Foz Côa, is a small village situated along the Côa 
River, near the Portuguese/Spanish border, 120km from the city of Porto. 
Traditionally known for its wine, olives and almonds, the valley became famous 
in the late 1980s for the discovery of a Palaeolithic site with thousands of 
animal, human and abstract figures dating from 22,000 to 10,000 BC incised 
in the rocks. Prompted by this discovery and the necessity for its preservation, 
in 1995 the Portuguese government cancelled the planned hydroelectric  
power plant on the river and instead created a park for archaeological study 
and public visits. Since 2008, the Muxagata workshop has been organised  
in collaboration with the regional government and the town of Muxagata to 
speculate on ways to rejuvenate the post-agricultural community.
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Nanotourism
Ault, 28 April – 13 May 2017
Programme Directors: Aljoša Dekleva (AA), Christian Pottgiesser (ENSA PVS)

In collaboration with École Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture Paris-Val de 
Seine (ENSA PVS) this year’s programme will be located in Ault, a small  
town nestled on the Picardie coast in the north of France. The programme will 
explore the synergies between the local community and the particular natural 
forces generating the social, economic and natural conditions of this town, 
tackling the problems of land erosion. Participants will investigate and identify 
possible nanotourist strategies to use within the continuously negotiated 
relationship between land and sea. Nanotourism, a creative critique on the 
environmentally and economically detrimental effects of mainstream tourism, 
challenges locally oriented alternatives through bottom-up processes. 
Innovative design strategies rely on local materials and social resources to 
create site-specific projects in 1:1 scale.

Architecture & Ecriture 
Paris, 1–10 July 2017 
Programme Director: Caroline Rabourdin 

Architecture & Ecriture is a programme for architects’ writing practice set in 
the heart of Paris. In its second year, the programme will continue to  
celebrate writing as a critical and creative practice and explore how various 
forms of writing might contribute to the development of architectural thinking. 
Modelled on the Parisian literary salon, the programme will draw largely, 
though not exclusively, from French cultural studies and literature. Presentations 
and readings will normally be in English. Invited guests will bring new ideas 
and perspectives to the table, to which participants will respond in the form of 
exciting written and performative pieces.
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Mixed Matters – Concrete
Stuttgart, July 2017
Programme Directors: Kostas Grigoriadis, Michael Herrmann, Werner Sobek

The aim of Mixed Matters is to instigate an alchemy for the twenty-first 
century, moving away from explorations of single, isotropic or composite 
materials and towards a completely new field of investigation dealing with 
material mixtures and grading. These new types of mixes will allow us to 
question tired ideas of tectonics, messy building processes, energy, resource 
and material wastage and the minimal aesthetics of sharp boundaries and 
uniformity. For the second cycle of this exploration we will be based at the 
Institute of Lightweight Structures and Conceptual Design (ILEK) and the 
office of str.ucture GmbH Engineering in Stuttgart, where we will attempt to 
stretch the possibilities of what can be mixed with concrete. We will use the 
concrete-spraying robot at ILEK to build individual small-scale prototypes in 
graded concrete. Intensive digital material simulations will be made alongside 
physical prototyping, moving towards building constructs that have finally 
caught up with the latest material developments.

Design Tropisms 
Vienna, July–August 2017  
Programme Directors: Igor Pantic, Raffael Petrovic

With a growing interest in algorithmic design, and increasing sophistication of 
generative design strategies applied in the field of architecture, the question 
of authorship is becoming an inseparable part of the profession. While writing 
custom software tools for CAD software is becoming more and more common 
within the industry, it is mostly used as a problem-solving device at certain 
phases of the project. Our interests lie in the use of algorithms as an integral 
part of the design process. AAVS Vienna will conduct research into rule-based 
design systems, examining modes of interaction between the designer (human) 
and the logical constraints of algorithms (machines) in the process of design, 
creating virtual design ecologies that challenge the conventional notion of 
authorship. A set of programmed behaviours and rules form computational 
design engines, which are used to design and digitally grow a series of 
architectural systems. With this in mind, we will create a loop system between 
the input parameters (design decisions and environmental conditions), 
computational systems and ‘built’ space – a recursive process which results in 
architectural/computational tropism. 
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City-hacking: Cape Town
Cape Town, February 2017
Programme Directors: Mattia Gambardella, Annarita Papeschi

Initially created under the apartheid regime, the townships of Cape Town are 
undifferentiated satellite neighbourhoods designed with the sole purpose  
of segregating the black population. As a result of the fast-growing demand  
for additional housing, these settlements have more recently outgrown their 
original boundaries, creating new hybrid districts where architecture and 
landscape transit from formal to informal in varying degrees. The workshop 
will explore the alterations and customisations that define the liveability of 
these neighbourhoods, understanding how they operate through a process of 
on-site investigations, digital mapping, data mining and crowd sourcing. The 
result will develop design proposals that, through an interdisciplinary design 
approach, will explore the theme of hacking and hybrid urban infrastructure 
while looking at technological, material and formal implications.

Active Matter 
Tel Aviv, April 2017 
Programme Director: Gary Freedman, Shany Barath

ActiveMatter is an on-going research-based Visiting School exploring the 
opportunities arising from the convergence of material design in both macro 
and micro scale. Learning from innovators of materials as well as from nature’s 
aptitude for adaptation and integration, our aim is to shift from an understanding 
of isolated architectural systems (structure, installations, facades) into a logic 
of integration and inclusiveness, where materials themselves can be active and 
intentional. How can materials be programmed to do things, blurring the 
boundaries between an organic machine and matter? Bringing together students 
and researchers from fields of science and architecture we will attempt to 
infuse a new sense of vitality into matter and reframe the relationship between 
designed objects and their host condition.
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Extra-terrestrial Interventions
Amman and Wadi Rum Desert, Jordan, 1–10 July 2017
Programme Director: Kais Al-Rawi

Located at the southern edge of Jordan, the Wadi Rum desert encapsulates the 
utmost outstanding ecological resemblance to Planet Mars. Throughout the 
design research workshop, participants will investigate design concepts for 
potential interventions in the Martian landscape, speculating on design that 
derives from research into the natural ecology of Mars. The programme will 
focus on the use of algorithmic and computational design methods, unveiling 
novel potentials in design at an array of different scales from the material, 
architectural to the urban. The programme will be primarily based in Amman 
and will include an exclusive visit to the UNESCO-protected world-heritage 
site of the Wadi Rum desert.

Emergent Constructions 2.0 
Kuwait, September 2017
Programme Director: Jeroen van Ameijde

Emergent Constructions will continue its multi-year research agenda 
investigating contemporary methodologies for context-specific architectural 
design, culminating in the construction of an architectural pavilion at 1:1 scale 
at a public location in the city.
 The programme offers digital design seminars and advanced site-mapping 
methodologies to engage with the underlying social and cultural mechanisms 
of the city and to create critically informed architectural interventions. Using 
customised digital fabrication strategies, the workshop explores innovative 
generative design methodologies and their capacity to incorporate dynamic 
social and environmental performance qualities. Collaborating with partners 
and institutions in Kuwait, the programme will include public events to engage 
with the architectural profession and academia as well as the general audience 
of the city.
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Makkah vs Makkah
Jeddah, Summer 2017
Programme Directors: Hussam Dakkak, Basmah Kaki, Hessa Al Bader

AAVS Jeddah returns for its third year to the Holy City of Makkah. In the spirit 
of the explorer, we will venture into restricted territory and witness the city 
beyond the confines of the Haram, through the back doors and alleyways that 
lead to the hidden treasures that have nurtured the identity and spirit of 
Makkah. Participants will collectively work to record and represent both the 
visible and the invisible landscapes of the city and to explore the everyday  
life of inhabitants and pilgrims. Building on the sections cast in our first year 
and models created in our second year, we set the challenge of proposing  
an alternative reading of the city. The workshop features a rare opportunity to 
enjoy unparalleled access to the sites of Makkah and to participate with local 
artists, architects and professionals across many disciplines in the Gulf’s first 
global architectural workshop. 

Expocity 2020 AAVSDXB 4.0: Ossified Pneus 
Dubai, Winter 2017 
Programme Director: Riyad Joucka

AA Visiting School Dubai continues its operation as a laboratory of 
technologically driven architectural investigation. The workshop’s fast-paced 
nature places emphasis on the context of Expo 2020 as an opportunity to 
foster contemporary design culture in Dubai and the surrounding region. This 
winter AAVSDXB 4.0 will pick up the investigation of lightweight, composite, 
interactive structures. Working within a facility equipped with the latest digital 
fabrication equipment, the team will investigate the design process in an 
accelerated, iterative environment. This year we will work on membranes as a 
formwork for casting freestanding structural shells.
 Within this iteration of the workshop, we will once again attempt the 
design and prototyping of a full-scale installation.
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Bamboo U
Bali, 11–22 September 2017
Programme Directors: Orin Hardy, Neil Thomas

Hosted at the Kul Kul Farm at the Green School, Bali, this programme offers 
students the opportunity to design and build with bamboo and to propose  
a masterplan for Bamboo U – a future full-time bamboo design lab integrating 
ideas on sustainability and permaculture design. It is open to design and 
architecture students, professionals and creative thinkers from around the 
world. The group will investigate available sites and work with Orin Hardy and 
Maria Farrugia of the Kul Kul Farm; Elora Hardy from Ibuku, designer of the 
Green School; and the structural engineering firm Atelier One. After two days 
of model-making, the remainder of time will be dedicated to building 1:1 
structures with guidance from skilled craftsmen.

Streetware 
Bandung, July 2017 
Programme Director: Naiara Vegara

The Streetware design methodology investigates how tangible and intangible 
recordings of existing conditions establish the base for new design briefs that 
activate the interface between buildings and city, activity and users, physical 
and digital, with the participation of local and international talent. A multi-
scalar approach guides architectural propositions that transform the existing 
city fabric to redefine the cultural district of Bandung. The programme will 
team up with ThinkCity, Fundación Metropolí and Creative Cities Cebu to 
enhance the dialogue between local and international participants. A lecture 
series will run alongside the design workshop.

Curartistry
Bangkok, 9–19 December 2016
Programme Director: Mark Cousins

This third workshop will develop the experience of the previous two years to 
work towards the creation of a biennale in Bangkok as well as the development 
of a graduate studies programme at Chulalongkorn University based on 
artwork and architectural proposals. Avoiding the current tendency to allow 
the biennale to serve as an art fair in a city otherwise disconnected from the 
work shown, the programme will anchor the work in the systematic experience 
of the city and reflect upon it. To this end, we have coined the term 
‘Curartistry’ to mark a somewhat different practice of curating the city and 
encouraging art and architectural proposals based on visits, research on 
particular sites, events and situations, all of which ultimately reveal parts of 
the city that remain untouched by tourism.
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Su(per)Real 3.0 – Compute the Bubbles
Beijing, 17–25 December 2016 
Programme Directors: Yan Gao, Soomeen Hahm

Su(per)Real investigates the role of data in design innovation in spatial terms. 
This year we will consider the Beijing National Aquatics Centre, also known  
as the Water Cube, to study its performance across multiple realms: energy, 
finance, community, sport and so on. The objective of Su(per)Real 3.0 is to 
use data-based approaches to evaluate the under-used Water Cube in the 
context of current urban upgrades around the Olympic site. In response to the 
culture of ubiquitous computation in the new era of big data, we aim to initiate 
a series of design concepts to address the question of what to compute for 
the Water Cube in order to inspire local interest in the future of Olympic 
venues in Beijing.  

Industrialised Craft
Bengaluru, July 2017
Programme Directors: Ananth Ramaswamy,  
Maria Brewster, Charlotte Moe Halsted

AAVS Bengaluru is a hands-on design/make workshop with a strong emphasis 
on research. The city of Bengaluru and its diverse factories will be our primary 
source of inspiration and the framework of our research. Through a series  
of factory visits we will engage in methods of production to understand how 
outputs define the relationship between man and machine, demand and 
supply, industry and craft and, ultimately, architecture and culture. We will 
investigate manufacturing methods in different settings, compare the mass-
produced object and its crafted equivalent and record the events and 
scenarios that take place, from the conception of an idea to the making of the 
physical object.
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Marking the City 
Chengdu, 15–23 July 2017 
Programme Director: Stewart Dodd

From the world expos of the nineteenth century to the latest Venice 
Architecture Biennale, the history of the temporary pavilion as an incubator for 
contemporary architecture persists worldwide. ‘Marking the City’ investigates 
current methodologies for context-specific architectural design and materiality 
in the city of Chengdu, China. Students joining AAVS Chengdu will be asked 
to exploit the thriving nature and intensity of the site by designing, inventing 
and building an inhabited structure made from materials collected from the 
Chengdu manufacturing and construction industries.

Hyper Threads
Hyderabad, 14–23 December 2016 
Programme Directors: Vishu Bhooshan, Shajay Bhooshan

Hyper Threads explores CAD software to enable architectural creativity while 
responding to complex spatial and material performance constraints.  
The workshop will focus on the relations between contemporary design 
techniques, creative expression and software technology in the contexts of 
India’s emerging economy and ancient building traditions. Combining 
innovative research with production-proven design methods and software 
platforms, thereby streamlining the process from concept to physical 
manifestation, we aim to design and build a sizeable prototype. 

Biological Morphologies 
Pune, July 2017 
Programme Directors: Nicolas Cabargas Mori,
Marco Corazza, Tejas Sidnal

Biological Morphologies aims to understand how morphology results from 
highly optimised processes in nature. The programme will explore biomimetic 
method, material science, physical experimentation and digital tools. Through 
the analysis of an assigned natural precedent students will use these core 
principles to create an efficient structural system. This digital craft workshop 
considers the forming and assembly of components, physical model-making 
and material properties – all of which have a consistent feedback to 
computational platforms. Each year the workshop will focus on one material, 
resulting in a site-specific architectural intervention.
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Koshirakura, Japan
The City After, Tokyo
Summer 2017
Programme Director: Shin Egashira

Two consecutive workshops offer contrasting visions of Japan from two 
extreme sites 200km apart, one rural and one urban. 
 
Landscape Workshop, Koshirakura Village, Niigata
Launched in 1996, the Koshirakura workshop has evolved into an annual  
local event. Its agenda is to explore a form of social and cultural sustainability 
within a post-agricultural community. A new phase of the programme will  
set out a long-term strategy via a series of experiments with locally available 
materials such as timber, earth, stone and bamboo. Filmmaking and informal 
events will run in tandem with Koshirakura’s local festivals.

The City After-Image, Tokyo
The City After will learn from Tokyo and the representation of the city through 
its architecture and infrastructure, while capturing moments in the city’s 
hidden layers, interiority and sections to reveal their narratives. Students will 
document the surrounding city as a catalogue of beautifully incomplete 
objects.

Social Algorithms 5.0 
Seoul, August 2017  
Programme Directors: Jooeun Sung, Soomeen Hahm

Now in its fifth year, Social Algorithms investigates urban issues from the 
social and algorithmic point of view in order to open up an exchange of 
knowledge and methodologies between different design approaches. Held in 
Seoul, one of the world’s most active megacities, the workshop will explore 
how the city’s urban fabric and lifestyle rely on the human scale – the software 
of the urban, the community and social aspects of everyday life. We will 
examine how it is not hardware but software that builds the environmental and 
drives the evolution of Seoul.
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Everyday Monument(s)
Pyongyang, 19–29 August 2017
Programme Director: Calvin Chua

The Pyongyang Visiting School explores emerging urban conditions in one  
of the least accessible countries in the world: DPR Korea. For the third year 
running, we will focus on the emerging phenomenon of small-scale, 
autonomous projects. Working alongside local North Korean architects, 
academics and policy-makers, we will investigate and test the viability of 
these autonomous projects by developing smaller-scale architectural 
interventions for selected sites in North Korean cities. Through the proposals, 
we will speculate on the impact of such an autonomous development model 
on the urban landscape, construction processes and the lives of local 
residents.

City Smart
Shanghai, 7–15 July 2017
Programme Director: Tom Verebes

AAVS Shanghai has persistently championed computational approaches 
applied to the problematic of the twenty-first-century city. This year, the 
Yangtze River Delta Metropolitan Region (population 90m) is the programme’s 
laboratory as our focus shifts towards speculations of an intelligent urbanism 
shaped by flows of information through responsive infrastructure, interfaces 
and the ‘internet of things’. Tutors and students will engage with 
computational simulation, analysis, design, production and fabrication to 
query the repercussions of these technological methods for urbanism.  
The programme will introduce students to skills and concepts for harnessing 
the complexities of fast-changing Chinese cities.

Tropicality 
Indian Ocean and Sri Lanka, 31 October – 12 November 2016
Programme Director: Maria Paez Gonzalez, Brendon Carlin

Join our group of nomadic investigators as we construct architectural stories 
of dwelling and domestic space in tropical places. After excursions to Costa 
Rica and Vietnam, we now journey to the southern Indian Ocean. Compelled 
by a sense of urgency for our own work to engage in creating an interesting 
future, we will search for stories of the everyday against a backdrop of towers, 
suburbs and slums. We strive to dispel preconceptions and de-mystify the 
romantic and the exotic, yet expose unexpected beauty. Based on readings of 
personal stories of the house and the search for dwelling, each collaborator 
will build their own narrative, thesis, film and diagram which together will form 
a vision for architecture: as a way of both seeing and projecting.
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Unknown Fields
Unravelled – India to Bangladesh, Winter 2017 Expedition 
Programme Directors: Kate Davies, Liam Young

The Unknown Fields Division is a nomadic design studio that ventures out on 
expeditions to the ends of the earth;to bear witness to alternative worlds, 
alien landscapes, industrial ecologies and precarious wilderness. These distant 
landscapes are embedded in global systems that connect them to our 
everyday lives in surprising and complicated ways. In such a landscape of 
interwoven narratives, the studio works through film and documentary to 
animate this network of hidden stories and re-imagine the complex and 
contradictory realities of the present as a site of strange and extraordinary 
futures. For our 2017 winter expedition we go on a journey through India and 
Bangladesh to pick at a loose thread on the garment we are wearing and 
unravel it across continents from wardrobe to warehouse, from factory to field, 
in search of the landscapes behind our runway dreams and street blue jeans.

Collective Forms in China 
Wuhan, 24 July – 6 August 2017
Programme Directors: Jingru Cyan Cheng, Sam Jacoby

The danwei (work unit) and the people’s commune (collective unit) are the  
two socio-political, economic and spatial models that profoundly restructured 
Chinese society in the Maoist era. From the 1950s to the 1980s, China 
imposed on its population a mandatory collectivisation and industrialisation 
through an urban danwei and rural commune system with the aim to 
strengthen the new socialist People’s Republic of China and realise Chinese 
modernity. Coinciding with all-encompassing institutionalisation and new 
modes of production, the two collective forms created a radical change in 
spatial and social organisation, thereby redefining the relationships between 
workers, farmers and state. This Visiting School will examine the designs of 
these collective forms and their impact on social practices, governmental 
structures and economy. Reviewing their conception as social projects and the 
social realities they produced, we will discuss their legacies for discourses in 
architecture and urban design.
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New Ruralism
Xixinan, 21–29 July 2017
Programme Director: Tom Verebes

Within the context of China’s massive urbanisation, the residual status of rural 
China is the theme of this first AAVS Xixinan. Hosted in an exceptionally 
beautiful heritage village, Xixinan, located near the Huangshan Mountains in 
Anhui Province, this experiment shuns nostalgia, sentimentality and the 
tendency to lament the perceived loss of the rural. The nine-day workshop 
takes on urgent issues which affect the entire country as much as the whole 
world: migration, social change, inequality, food and energy supply, agriculture, 
industry, habitation and ecological resilience and sustainability. As such, the 
verdict for culpability for the causes of the complex contemporary status of 
the rural does not point towards the technological apparatus of urbanisation. 
In AAVS Xixinan, advanced sensing, simulation, data processing and design 
technologies will serve merely as the means by which to propose innovative 
alternatives to longstanding global problematics.

Design Methods 2.0 
Melbourne, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Jeffrey Turko

AAVS Melbourne is a 12-day programme focusing on architectural design 
innovation and methods. Designing and testing through making is a key aspect 
of this Visiting School, which will be supported by digital fabrication and 
workshops facilities. In parallel, the programme offers lectures and seminars 
that support a larger discussion on design methodologies, tools and innovation. 
The Visiting School will focus on the exploration of architectural constructions, 
formations and spatial transformations within the city of Melbourne,  
examining the performative possibilities of varied material formations, spatial 
and temporal manifestations. Individual design units run by former and current 
AA tutors will expand these themes into more focused design research.  
The workshop will be hosted at the Melbourne School of Design, University  
of Melbourne.
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Floating Architecture
Mamori Lake, Amazon, August 2017
Programme Directors: Marko Brajovic, Nacho Marti

Research shows that sea levels around the world have been rising for many 
decades. The consequences of this will put hundreds of cities at risk. 
Similarly, water levels in the Mamori Lake vary greatly between the dry and 
wet season, when the river can grow up to 14m. Currently, local houses  
are built on stilts to deal with tidal variations, but in recent years this has not 
always been enough to prevent the river from causing devastation. Conversely, 
there are several floating plants in the Amazon that have developed clever 
buoyancy strategies to adapt. Through physical and digital modelling as well 
as biomimetics, the workshop will investigate new types of floating 
architecture that can adapt to tidal variations and rising water levels while 
responding to extreme weather conditions both locally and on a global scale.

Weird New Species
Buenos Aires, 31 October – 12 November 2016
Programme Directors: Cristina Díaz Moreno, 
Efrén Ga Grinda

The Weird New Species Visiting School is a three-year programme in 
collaboration with Universidad Torcuato Di Tella that focuses on the public 
sphere in architecture. Reacting against conventional inherited notions of 
public space, the workshop will articulate new languages through symbolic 
associations, reformulate new notions of utility and durability, and work  
with non-passive forms of togetherness. By diving into the most radical and 
optimistic creativity, Weird New Species restores the practice of architecture 
as a contemporary and playful activity. The workshop will have a strong 
intellectual commitment along with a poetic, festive and deeply critical projection.

Urban Complex Adaptive Systems
Guatemala City, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Gustavo Romanillos

With an estimated population of over 4.5 million, Guatemala City is the largest 
metropolitan area in Central America. It is also an extraordinary living organism. 
The city has survived an incredible number of natural disasters such as 
tropical storms, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, mudslides and even piping 
pseudokarst. The programme will explore Guatemala City’s complexity  
by uncovering the connections between its general dramatic and radical 
– environmental, social and economic – context and the local or specific 
responses of the city.
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Bamboo Frontiers
Haiti/Dominican Republic, September 2017
Programme Director: John Osmond Naylor

In a country like Haiti, beset by climatic and seismic risks and critical 
deforestation, the need for an aesthetically desirable, affordable and intuitive 
material is great. Our on-going agenda is to change the current primitive 
stigma attached to bamboo as a material for construction. For our fifth 
adventure, we will be engaged in a construction project while designing a 
bamboo structure. Students will be taught parametric software with climate 
and structural optimisation tools before combining their work with cutting-
edge research into the material science of bamboo. Starting in the northern 
Dominican Republic, the programme will visit key sites on both sides of the 
border. On our journey to one of the best-equipped factories in the Caribbean 
– in Marmelade, Northern Haiti – we will visit the magnificent sites of the old 
Haitian Kingdom of Henri Christophe, before ending the course in Cap Haitian.

Flying Machines
Honolulu, 10–21 July 2017
Programme Directors: Costantino di Sambuy,  
Lance Walters

The AA Visiting School Hawaii is dedicated to the investigation of architectural 
flying machines. Gliding between leisurely vocation and scientific relevance, 
we will immerse ourselves in this legacy by designing the world’s oldest form 
of aircraft: the kite. We will design and build our flying machines in Honolulu, 
test them and deploy them at different locations to survey the island of Oahu. 
From abstract sculpture to photographic machines, the design, construction 
and flying techniques of our kites will make up the core of our studies. We will 
also explore the urban and tropical landscape of the island.

Neo-Abstractionism
Mexico City & Las Pozas, August 2017
Programme Directors: Umberto Bellardi Ricci, Carlos Matos

This course revisits modern precedents of abstract architecture to produce a 
series of concrete interventions in the Mexican jungle. The workshop will  
be based in Mexico City and at Edward James’ surrealist garden in Las Pozas, 
where we will explore the formwork techniques developed by James and his 
workers on site. The Visiting School will look at the legacy of Mexican 
modernism as well as examples of experimental architecture and sculpture, 
with a particular focus on concrete experimentation. We will develop casting 
methods by rescaling, defragmenting and collaging the formworks and casts. 
We will also experiment with local aggregates and incorporate new techniques.



E 42

LA EXPERIENTIAL II
Los Angeles, Summer 2017
Programme Directors: Eulalia Moran,
Devin Gharakhanian

Informed by the fast-paced entertainment industry of Los Angeles, 
participants of LA Experiential II will design an installation for a festival of 
their choosing. Students will be presented with typical variables of the  
festival industry and combine physical installations with virtual reality. At the 
same time they will learn to expand the limitations of standard material 
consciousness, budget, client needs and experience the prolonged 
complications of the building team. The workshop aims to get students to 
think of a new type of architecture that uses technology to tap into unrealised 
spatial experiences.

The Urban Condition
Mexico City & Oaxaca, Summer 2017
Programme Director: Jose Alfredo Ramirez

The AA Mexico City Visiting School offers the opportunity to experience 
firsthand experimental culture in the heart of Mexico City. The Visiting School 
will travel between Mexico City and Oaxaca City to experience two of the most 
representative and vibrant urban conditions of Latin America. Four unique 
workshops will expose students to unique design methodologies in a concise 
format. Students will be able to select the workshop of their preference 
(depending on availability) and present and exhibit their work in the historic 
centre of Mexico City and Oaxaca City.

FEEDBACK >> Architecture + Music
Miami, 2–16 December 2017
Programme Director: Eric Goldemberg

Feedback implies a mutual inflection of active bodies in a conductive milieu – 
an awareness of perception related to movement that can become an 
enigmatic relationship between space, body and rhythm. The programme  
will design and fabricate sonic architecture artefacts as catalysts for new 
sensorial experiences. Projects will merge architecture and music to offer new 
experimental, spatial possibilities for artistic performances. Out of this, a  
new model of transdisciplinary integration will be proposed, creatively 
supported by immersive, technologically driven spectacles. Taking place 
during Miami’s Art Basel, the programme will feed on the urban-cultural 
friction of multiple artistic venues and performances as well as the presence 
of high-calibre artists and designers in the city’s vibrant art scene.



AAVS Hawaii, Flying Machine at Kaka'ako Park
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Adaptive_transport_Machine in chaotic Lima
Lima, August 2017
Programme Directors; Federico Dunkelberg,
Sophie Le Bienvenu

The Lima Visiting School will investigate a contemporary emerging 
metropolis in South America that blurs the boundaries between 
infrastructure, architecture and machine. The workshop will approach 
architectural solutions that embrace new technology, transportation,  
public and private domains within three different existing urban settings: 
land, water and air. Through research, mapping, design technology and 
fabrication, students will develop a deep knowledge of the entire 
infrastructural body of Lima. We aim to discover a faster moving network of 
differentiated routes using extensive simulation. In addition to parametric 
computational design, the programme agenda is supported by lectures, 
drawing, 3D modelling and physical fabrication.

Play With Your Food
San Juan, 10–22 July 2017
Programme Directors: Jorge Mendez Caceres,  
Drew Merkle

Both architectural and molecular fields are undergoing revolutionary changes 
in practice and research. In architecture, the development of 3D analytical 
or modelling software aids the rationalisation of a highly complex structure 
in real-time, so that it can be understood and represented clearly. In 
molecular gastronomy and mixology, the creation of a new technique for 
the sensorial representation of a dish or drink is achieved through research 
into the chemical makeup of ingredients. Working at the intersections  
of architecture, contemporary gastronomy and mixology, this programme  
will use experimentation and practical approaches to feed and grow  
the knowledge base, design approach and thought processes in each  
these fields.



E 45

Robotic Choreography
Rio de Janeiro, 7–16 April 2017
Programme Directors: Anne Save de Beaurecueil, 
Franklin Lee

AAVS Rio de Janeiro will transform the conventional use of robotic arm 
fabrication to create a new type of architectural choreography made up of the 
machine and the human. Students will learn interactive design, scripting and 
parametric computational design to produce a digital performance combining 
dance, projections and robotic manipulations, and also how to manipulate 
robotic arms for digital fabrication techniques across a variety of materials. We 
will coordinate human movement with interactive sensors. No prior experience 
is needed – all software and fabrication techniques will be taught from zero.

Robotic Prototype
São Paulo, 3–12 July 2017
Programme Directors: Anne Save de Beaurecueil, 
Franklin Lee

This programme, now in its seventh year, will build on the explorations of the 
2016 robot workshop, using Yaskawa robot arms to invent new modes of 
designing and creating architecture. Students will first learn advanced digital 
modelling, scripting and parametric computational design before designing 
their own set of architectural iterations. They will then work with digital 
fabrication using robotic arms to achieve full three-dimensional control of 
material in conjunction with the numerically controlled mill and router, the 
laser cutter and the 3D printer. Individuals will produce their own series of 
small prototypes and as a group produce a large 1:1 installation. 

Space Program
San Francisco, March 2017
Programme Directors: Martin Brandsdal, Magnus Casselbrant,  
Jesper Henriksson (Hesselbrand)

Space Programme explores how space is made for living and working today. 
This year, we will be based in the San Francisco Bay Area, the pioneer city  
of the info-society and the hotbed for tech and creative industries. When the 
T-shirt replaced the white collar, the workplace transformed from a 
professional environment into a personalised space. Today your personality is 
part of your job and introduces a new set of demands and possibilities for  
how we work, together and apart. The programme will focus on how the design 
of the workspace can change the basis for human relationships by creating 
our own architectural response. Through writing, drawing and image-making, 
we will create models that become manuals for how to understand space.
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Easter Rising: AA Visiting School to Easter Island 
Easter Island and Santiago, 4–13 January 2017
Programme Director: Pedro Ignacio Alonso

Since the 1960s, remote Easter Island has been home to a series of 
infrastructure – satellite tracking equipment, seismology, GPS tools and 
radio-nuclear detection instruments – that now defines the location as 
 a global technological project. The programme will be based at the world’s 
remotest runway, Mataveri Airport – first paved in the 1960s by the US for  
an unrealised strategic base and later extended by NASA as an emergency 
landing area for space shuttles. While enjoying the extraordinary natural  
and cultural history of the area, the workshop will explore its technological 
side, linking projects to Cold War networks associated with the geopolitical 
concerns of the Space Race. 

Post-Industrial Landscapes 5.0: Fabric(ated) Landscapes 
Texas, Spring 2017 
Programme Director: Tobias Klein

From the rolling hills of Austin to the petro-chemical plains of the northeast, 
Texas is the ground for experimentation of the fifth Post-Industrial Landscape 
workshop. Populated by longhorns, cowboys, SXSW and the ultra-rich of the 
black gold, we set out to imagine a Texas of the everyday, where photochromic 
pigments cloud our vision, electrical micro-charges sticking with iridescent 
changes to our skin and fields of shape-memory alloys continuously open and 
close their delicate leaves. We set out to create the new fabric of this 
landscape, combining smart materials, reactive chemicals and traditional 
textile technologies to build large-scale reactive models, garments and 
ultimately prototypes of new architectural facades.
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Aarhus Arkitektskole
Abilia
Across Architecture
Actiu
AirLab Cities UEM
Akademisk Arkitektforening
AKT II
AKTO
Allford Hall Monaghan Morris 
ALU KÖNIG STAHL d.o.o.
Ambita AS
Amman Design Week
AOK Magazine 
Ap Møller Fond
Aqaba Marine Park
Arch2O
Archisearch 
Arkitera
ARUP 
Austrotherm
Autodesk
Cynthia Ayat
BALOH International d.o.o.
Barjeel Art Foundation
Belas Artes FAB LAB
Bétonsalon / Villa Vassilieff
BNCA College
Broadway Mansions
Bubion Auntamiento (Town Hall)
Caixa d’Enginyers
CAPCO 
Casa Moran
Centro Cultural de España
Choson Exchange
Chulalongkorn Univeristy
Colegio Oficial Arquitectos de 

Madrid (COAM)
Codorniu (Nathalie Naval)
Thomas Conradsen
Creative Cities, Cebu
Crystal Hotel Amman
Ctrl Mad
Mike Davies
De Mond
Design Studio La Metropolitana
Dupont 
EkMag
EKOSTIL d.o.o.
ElCulture
Ercol
Escofet (Eric Pericas)
Evolvo
FOKAL 
Foster + Partners
Fundacion Metropoli.
Gardiner and Theobald
Gensler 
German Jordanian University 
Gorod+
Greek Architects
The Greek Foundation
Grymsdyke Farm
Gulf Consult
Mr Akram Abu Hamdan
HANSGROHE d.o.o.

Ho Chi Minh City University  
of Architecture

Greta and Svein Hoel 
Huazhong University of  

Science & Technology
Hugh and Ian Laing
iBox 
Institute for Building Structures and 

Structural Design 
Interisland Terminal
Istanbul Bilgi University
The Jam Factory 
Jotun Paint
Kaka’ako Agora
Karamba Licences
KEO
KNAUF Insulation d.o.o. 
KSEVT Cultural Centre of European 

Space Technologies
Kuwait University 
Laceco International 
Ronnie and Kari Laurendz
Li Printing
Lindal Gruppen
Morten Lindvik
Llopart
LoveGreece.com
Luminaid 
Maeda Corporation
Make Block 
Make X Technology
Marine Science Station/ 

Aquarium of Aqaba
Mas Rodó
Mediodesign
Michelmersh Brick Holdings PLC
Mimarizm/YAPI
MQ Creative Lab 
Museo Antropológico P Sebastián 

Englert, Easter Island
Nagami
Občina Vitanje
ONISM Magazine 
Oystein Salomonsen
PACE Architects Office
Plezalni Center Ljubljana
Promenade Mall
Radisson Blu Hotel
Red Star Road
Région de Bruxelles-Capitale
Région de Bruxelles-Capitale, 

Cabinet du Ministre, Président 
Rudi Vervoort 

Rex Kralj d.o.o
Rhinocerous
RIBA Gulf 
RIBA Journal
ROCA
Roca Madrid Gallery
Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
Salesforce
Sayyas
Shanghai Urban Planning Museum
Showroom PERTOT s.l.r.
Simply Rhino 

Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Stratasys 
SuperArchitects 
Svetila Arcadia d.o.o.
Tashkeel
Technologic
THAD (Architectural Design & 

Research Institute of Tsinghua 
University)

ThinkCity
Tiertime
Trend UK
TRIMO d.d.
Trong Barth Andersen
Unité de Construction de 

Logements et de Bâtiments 
Publics (UCLBP)

Universidad Europea de Madrid
University of Granada
University of Melbourne
University of San Carlos, Cebu
Urboso Limited
VELUX Slovenija d.o.o.
Veritas University 
Voyages Lumiere 
Waseda Universtiy
Whippletree
Wienerberger Opekarna  

Ormož d.o.o.
WTD Magazine 
Wynne Farm
Yapi Mimarizm
YARAT Contemporary Art Space
Yaskawa Motoman Robotics
Yonsei CS2
Yonsei University
YSICEE
ZUMTOBEL Lighting GmbH

SponSorS



Visiting School Global Summit Presentations
Friday 2 December 2016, 5–7pm

An evening with AAVS global school directors and tutors 
showing last year’s projects, presentations and plans for 
2016–17. All prospective applicants and professionals in the 
architecture, design and building industry are welcome. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/visiting
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk
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