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The AA Graduate School includes 11 postgraduate programmes 
offering advanced studies for students with prior academic  
and professional experience. It is an important part of the larger 
AA School. All programmes are full-time courses of study,  
and all students join the school in September at the outset of  
a new academic year. 
 MA/MSc programmes include three academic terms of taught 
courses that conclude in late June, followed by a dissertation 
writing period leading up to the submission of final coursework 
in September. MArch programmes include two phases of  
study. Phase 1 consists of three academic terms of studio design 
and taught coursework concluding in late June. Following a 
summer break, all students return in September and undertake 
Phase 2 Thesis Design projects, which are submitted and 
presented the following January. The MFA and MPhil courses 
are similarly organised in two phases, with a longer Phase 2 
that concludes the course in March/May of the second year of 
studies. The PhD programme normally includes three years  
of full-time study and a final year of part-time enrolment during 
the preparation of the final PhD submission.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/graduate
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Graduate School ProGramme liSt

Architecture & Urbanism (DRL)
(MArch)
The AA’s innovative team-based programme in experimental architecture 
and urbanism
drl.aaschool.ac.uk

Emergent Technologies & Design
(MSc/MArch)
Emphasising forms of architectural design that proceed from innovative 
technologies 
emtech.aaschool.ac.uk

History & Critical Thinking
(MA)
Encouraging a critical understanding of contemporary architecture  
and urban culture grounded in a knowledge of histories and forms  
of practice
hct.aaschool.ac.uk

Housing & Urbanism
(MA/MArch)
Rethinking urbanism as a spatial discipline through a combination of 
design projects and contemporary theory
hu.aaschool.ac.uk

Landscape Urbanism
(MSc/MArch)
Investigating the processes, techniques and knowledge related to the 
practices of contemporary urbanism
landscapeurbanism.aaschool.ac.uk

Sustainable Environmental Design (SED)
(MSc/MArch)
Introducing new forms of architectural practice and design related to  
the environment and sustainability. 
sed.aaschool.ac.uk

Spatial Performance and Design (AAIS)
(MA/MFA)
Realising projects between architecture, art and performance
aais.aaschool.ac.uk
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Design & Make
(MSc/MArch) 
Pursuing the design and realisation of alternative, experimental rural 
architectures at the AA’s Hooke Park campus in Dorset
designandmake.aaschool.ac.uk

Media Practices
(Taught MPhil)
A five-term course exploring the possibilities different media offer in  
the critical consideration of architecture
mediapractices.aaschool.ac.uk

Architecture and Urban Design (Projective Cities)
(Taught MPhil)
A 20-month course dedicated to the city as a site for projective 
knowledge, research and design
projectivecities.aaschool.ac.uk

PhD Programme
(MPhil/PhD)
Fostering advanced scholarship and innovative research in the fields  
of architecture and urbanism through full-time doctoral studies. The 
programme includes the PhD in Architectural Design, a studio-based 
option for architects with experience in design research, an interest  
in advancing architectural theory, design practices and scholarship. 
phd.aaschool.ac.uk

Please note: Masters programmes at the AA are specialist research programmes which do not lead 
to any professional exemptions. If you are interested in gaining ARB/RIBA Part 2, please review  
the application details for the Diploma School (fourth and fifth year).

The Architectural Association School of Architecture (Inc) reserves the right to vary or omit all or 
any of its facilities, tuition or activities, or amend in any substantial way any of the tuition or 
activities for which students may have enrolled. Students shall have no claim against the AA in 
respect of any alteration made to the course.

The AA is an Approved Institution and Affiliated Research Centre of The Open University (OU), UK. 
All taught graduate degrees at the AA are validated by the OU. The OU is the awarding body for 
research degrees at the AA.
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Please note: This booklet provides a summary of  
the application procedure and entry requirements  
for 2017/18. For full details, please carefully read  
the AA website.  

Graduate

Institution/School Validation 
The AA has been reviewed annually by the QAA since 
2012 in order to maintain Tier 4 Sponsor status with  
the Home Office / UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI). In 
its 2016 Higher Education Review (Alternative Providers) 
carried out by the QAA, the AA was found to meet  
UK expectations in all four assessment areas.

Degree Validation
The AA is an Approved Institution and Affiliated 
Research Centre of the Open University (OU), UK. All 
taught graduate courses at the AA are validated by the 
OU. The OU is the awarding body for research degrees 
at the AA.

Graduate School Open Days
Prospective students are encouraged to visit the AA. 
Graduate Open Days are an opportunity to meet  
current students and staff, tour the AA’s facilities, view 
presentations of student work and get advice on  
the application process. These events will be held on:
Thursday 3 November 2016
Friday 13 January 2017 

All prospective graduate students interested in our 
MArch, MA, MSc, MFA, PhD and MPhil are welcome  
to attend. Please note, if you are interested in gaining 
ARB/RIBA Part 2, please attend one of our Undergraduate 
Open Days. Please see the AA website for full event 
details and to register your interest in attending the 
Open Days. 
 We also invite prospective applicants to attend the 
Graduate Open Jury on Thursday 3 November 2016.  
This is an opportunity to see the completed portfolios 
of students presented from 10am to 4pm. The Open 
Evening will follow this event.
 We also invite applicants to attend the Architecture 
and Urbanism (DRL) Final Jury which will take place  
on Friday 13 January 2017 from 10am until 6pm. 
 Individual or group visits for those interested in 
applying can also be arranged with advance notice. For 
further details please contact the Graduate Admissions 
Team on T + 44 (0) 20 7887 4007 / 4067 / 4094 or 
graduateadmissions@aaschool.ac.uk  

Application Procedure
The AA School is a private institution. Anyone interested 
in applying to the AA must: 
•	 Complete	the	online	application	form
•	 Pay	the	relevant	application	fee
•	 Submit	a	portfolio	of	design	work	(all	applicants	with	

the exception of History and Critical Thinking) 
before the deadlines below to be considered for the 
2017/18 academic year. 

The application procedure is the same for all applicants, 
regardless of where you are applying form. Please note, 
if you are interested in gaining ARB/RIBA Part 2, please 

see the Undergraduate School booklet and review the 
details for the Diploma School.
 The Graduate School does not insist on an interview 
as a condition of entry. However, applicants are strongly 
encouraged to visit the AA for an interview with the 
programme’s academic staff before applying. 
Appointments can be made through the Graduate 
Admissions Team.
 Upon signing the application form applicants certify 
that the work submitted is entirely their own. Plagiarism 
is unacceptable in the academic setting. Students are 
subject to penalties including dismissal from the course 
if they commit an act of plagiarism. 

Application Deadlines
Optional Early Offers close: 
Friday 25 November 2016
Early (Winter) applications close: 
Friday 27 January 2017
Late (Spring) applications close: 
Friday 10 March 2017
Applications made after this date may be accepted  
at the discretion of the school, space permitting. 
Application fees are as listed on the AA website.

Graduate Bursaries
The AA is committed to giving as many talented 
students as possible the opportunity to study. 
Approximately one in six AA students receives financial 
assistance through our Scholarship, Bursary and 
Assistantship programme.
 The AA offers bursaries for new graduate applicants 
who demonstrate exceptional promise and financial 
need. Applicants are eligible to apply for a bursary 
regardless of age, nationality or background. Bursary 
awards range from one to one-and-a-half terms, 
covering a proportion of student fees for the year. 
 In order to be eligible to apply for a bursary, 
applicants must submit their application and portfolio 
(if applicable) no later than 27 January 2017, stating 
their interest in an AA bursary in the ‘Finances and 
Funding’ section. Applicants who require an English 
language examination must also have booked and 
passed one of the approved English language 
examinations listed on the AA website by 27 January 
2017 in order to be eligible for a bursary. The bursary 
application procedure will be explained once applicants 
receive an official offer.  

Graduate Programmes Entry Requirements

Minimum Academic Requirements:

MArch in Architecture & Urbanism  
(Design Research Laboratory) (16 months)
Five-year professional architectural degree (BArch/
Diploma equivalent) 

MSc Emergent Technologies & Design (12 months) 
Professional degree or diploma in architecture, 
engineering, industrial/product design or other  
relevant discipline

MArch Emergent Technologies & Design (16 months)
Five-year professional architectural degree or diploma in 

How to Apply And  
Entry rEquirEmEnts
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architecture, engineering, industrial/product design or 
other relevant discipline (BArch/Diploma equivalent)

MA History & Critical Thinking (12 months)
Second Class Honours or above degree in architecture 
or a related discipline from a British university, or an 
overseas qualification of equivalent standard (from a 
course lasting no less than three years in a university  
or educational institution of university rank)

MA Housing & Urbanism (12 months) 
Second Class Honours or above degree in architecture 
or a related discipline from a British university, or an 
overseas qualification of equivalent standard (from a 
course lasting no less than three years in a university  
or educational institution of university rank) 

MArch Housing & Urbanism (16 months) 
Five-year professional degree in architecture or a related 
discipline (BArch/ Diploma equivalent)

MSc Landscape Urbanism (12 months) 
Professional degree or diploma in architecture, 
landscape architecture, urbanism, urban planning, 
geography or other relevant discipline

MArch Landscape Urbanism (16 months)
Five-year professional degree or diploma in architecture, 
landscape architecture, urbanism or other relevant 
discipline (BArch/Diploma equivalent)

MSc Sustainable Environmental Design (12 months) 
Professional degree or diploma in architecture, 
engineering or other relevant discipline

MArch Sustainable Environmental Design (16 months)
Five-year professional architectural degree (BArch/
Diploma equivalent)  

MA/MFA Spatial Performance & Design  
(MA 12 months, MFA 18 months)
Second Class Honours or above degree in architecture 
or a related discipline from a British University or an 
overseas qualification of equivalent standard (from a 
course lasting no less than three years)

MSc Design & Make (12 months) 
Professional degree or diploma in architecture, 
engineering or other relevant discipline

MArch Design & Make (16 months) 
Five-year professional architectural degree (BArch/
Diploma equivalent) 

MPhil in Media Practices (five terms) 
Open to candidates with a four- or five-year degree in 
architecture or related discipline (BArch/Diploma equivalent)

Taught MPhil in Architecture and Urban Design
(Projective Cities) (20 months) 
Open to candidates with a four- or five-year degree in 
architecture (BArch/Diploma equivalent)

MPhil or PhD Candidates 
Candidates for MPhil/PhD research degrees must 
already hold an appropriate post-professional Masters 
degree in their proposed area of MPhil/PhD research. 
Applicants for PhD in Architectural Design must also 
hold a five-year professional degree in architecture and 
will be expected to submit a design portfolio.

References
Applicants must submit two references with the  
online application form: one related to work experience,  
the other academic. If the applicant has no work 
experience, then two academic references are required. 
References must be on headed paper and signed. No 
application will be considered before two references 
have been received.

Portfolio Requirements
With the exception of History and Critical Thinking, all 
applicants are required to submit a portfolio of design 
work (no larger than A4 format) showing a combination 
of both academic and professional work (if applicable).

English Language Requirements
To meet both the AA and the Home Office/UKVI English 
language requirements you will need to have one of the 
acceptable language qualifications listed below, unless 
you are from one of the following groups:
•	 You	are	a	national	of	a	majority	English-speaking	

country as defined per the list on the UKVI website; or
•	 You	have	successfully	completed	an	academic	

qualification of at least three years’ duration, 
equivalent to a UK Bachelors degree or above, which 
was taught in a majority English-speaking country as 
defined by the UKVI; or

•	 You	have	successfully	completed	a	course	of	study	in	
the UK as a Tier 4 (Child) student or as a student 
under rules in force before 31 March 2009, where you 
were under 18 when granted leave, provided your 
course was at least six months long and it was 
completed no more than two years before your CAS 
was assigned. 

If your place is conditional on providing an English 
language qualification the following qualifications satisfy 
both the requirements of the Home Office/UKVI and the 
entry requirements of the AA:

•	 EU	Applicants:	IELTS	(Academic)	6.5	overall	with	at	
least 6.0 in each category – two-year validity period: 
must be within the two years at time of application

•	International	applicants:	IELTS	for	UKVI	(Academic)	 
6.5 overall with at least 6.0 in each category – two-
year validity period: must be within the two years at 
time of visa application

•	 Trinity	College	(Integrated	Skills	in	English	–	ISE	III	/	
ISE IV) at grade C1 or C2 with a minimum pass in each 
category – two-year validity period: must be within the 
two years at time of visa application

Please note the English language qualification requirements 
are subject to frequent change in line with Home Office/
UKVI regulations. Please check the AA website for up-to- 
date English language requirements prior to submitting 
your application for the 2017/18 academic year. 

 Applicants are required to meet the scores in each 
category and overall – we cannot accept lower scores. 
In addition, the certificate must show that the required 
scores have been achieved during a single sitting of the 
examination.
 Please be aware that in order to be eligible to apply 
for a bursary, applicants who require an English language 
examination must have booked and passed one of the 
approved examinations listed above by Friday 27 January 
2017. All other applicants must submit their English 
language examination results by Friday 26 May 2017, prior 
to entry in Term 1. The AA reserves the right to make a 
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place in the school conditional on gaining a further 
English language qualification if deemed necessary. 
 It is the student’s responsibility to remain aware of all 
English language changes, which can be accessed on 
the Home Office/UKVI website 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-
applying-for-uk-visa-approved-english-language-tests 

Assessment and Offers 
Academic entry requirements are assessed by the 
admissions team. Applications and portfolios are 
assessed by the Programme Director and a second 
academic member of staff. 
 Successful applicants will receive a conditional offer 
letter from the AA and must send certified true copies 
of their documents via courier or post to the AA for 
verification (photocopies will not be accepted). 
Applicants applying for a visa must keep original 
documents for the visa application. 
 We will not return these documents to you and you 
are therefore advised to arrange additional copies 
should you require them for further use. Once all the 
conditions have been met applicants will receive an 
unconditional offer letter.

Accepting Your Place
In order to secure a place at the AA the graduate 
admissions team must receive a signed admission  
form and a one-term non-refundable/non-transferable/
non-deferrable deposit. Applicants holding an 
unconditional offer must pay their deposit and return  
a signed admissions form by the dates outlined on  
the offer letter/admissions form. Applicants holding  
a conditional offer should contact the appropriate 
admissions coordinator prior to paying the deposit.  
The AA School takes no responsibility for applicants 
who pay their deposit prior to obtaining an 
unconditional offer.
 Upon securing your place a Confirmation of 
Acceptance of Studies (CAS) can be issued for students 
who require a Tier 4 (General) Student Visa to study  
in the UK. This confirmation, together with other 
documentation, can be used by overseas students to 
apply for a visa. Please refer to the Home Office/UKVI 
website for further information: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-visas-and-
immigration 

Fees
Fees for 2016/17* academic year:
MA/MSc: £24,201
MFA (18 months): £32,880
MArch (16 months): £33,600
MPhil/PhD Research Degrees (per year): £24,201
MPhil in Architecture and Urban Design or Media 
Practices (full fee): £40,335

All graduate students are required to pay an additional 
£95 AA Membership and Student Forum fee per year. 
This amount will be added to the Term 1 tuition fees. 
Fees are payable in advance or on an annual or termly 
basis. A three per cent discount* is deducted if a full 
year’s fees are paid by 14 July 2017.
 Before the registration process can be undertaken 
during Introduction Week, applicants must have paid 
Term 1 (September to December) tuition fee inclusive of 
AA Membership and Student Forum membership fee, in 
addition to the deposit already paid.

*Fees and discounts are subject to annual review.

Financial Assistance
The AA is committed to giving as many talented 
students as possible the opportunity to study. 
Approximately one in six AA students receives financial 
assistance through our Scholarship, Bursary and 
Assistantship programme.

Bursaries for New Graduate Applicants 
New students applying for the Graduate School are 
eligible to apply for a bursary. Please see page A64 for 
full details.

AA Assistantships for all Students
A number of assistantships are offered to eligible 
full-time registered students who are experiencing 
financial hardship. Students are able to work up to ten 
hours per week, providing assistance with certain 
administrative, exhibitions or maintenance functions. 
New eligible students wishing to apply will be told  
the procedure when they register at the beginning of  
the academic year. International Tier 4 students must 
have the legal right to work as per their international 
student visa.

AA Scholarships 
Graduate applicants are not eligible to apply for 
scholarships as these are offered at undergraduate  
level only. 

Accommodation
The AA does not have halls of residence. However, we 
enlist the services of the University of London Housing 
Services (ULHS), who run a private housing service for 
many students in London. 
 The ULHS can offer advice to students on how to  
find accommodation, which areas to consider, what the 
options are, pricing and more. They have an online 
database of accommodation offers from registered 
landlords and letting agents which operates throughout 
the year. These offers include flats and houses for 
groups as well as rooms in shared flats and houses.  
The ULHS works with a number of other providers of 
accommodation including short-term providers and 
private student halls of residence. 
 The ULHS also offers housing advice including a 
contract-checking service which allows students to have 
their contracts for private accommodation checked 
before they sign. Legal advice can also be provided 
should students who encounter difficulties with their 
private accommodation. For further information please 
visit www.housing.london.ac.uk

Contact
For more detailed information 
www.aaschool.ac.uk  

Should you have any questions please do not  
hesitate to contact the Graduate Admissions Team on  
+44 (0)20 7887 4007/4067 / 4094 or 
graduateadmissions@aaschool.ac.uk
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Experimentation and Innovation (v19) 
The Design Research Laboratory (DRL) is a 16-month post-professional design 
research programme leading to a Masters of Architecture and Urbanism 
(MArch) degree. For the last 20 years, the world-renowned lab has been at the 
forefront of design experimentation, pioneering advanced methods in design, 
computation and manufacturing. The lab is structured around an evolving 
framework of three-year research cycles that interrogate architecture and 
urbanism from the city scale to the nano-scale. Led by experts in the field of 
architecture, design and engineering, the AADRL pursues innovation and 
interdisciplinary design recognised in many fields outside of architecture and 
fostered through partnerships with companies such as Ferrari, Festo, AKTII, 
Reider and Odico Robotics. The lab remains a space of collaboration and 
curiosity and looks to develop the next generation of architects who will 
actively participate and influence their field. Distinguished graduates  
have gone on to found offices, lead advanced research groups or teach at 
schools worldwide.

Course Structure 
Four terms of study are divided into two phases. Phase I, a three-term 
academic year beginning each autumn, introduces design techniques and 
topics through a combination of team-based studio, workshops and seminar 
courses. In Phase II, which begins the following autumn, teams develop their 
Phase I work into comprehensive design thesis projects. At the end of January 
these projects are presented to a panel of distinguished visiting critics who 
have included Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Jeff Kipnis, Wolf Prix, Ali Rahim, 
Marta Male-Alemany, Alisa Andrasek, Michael Hansmeyer, John Frazer,  
Ben Van Berkel, David Ruy, Hernan Diaz Alonso, Tom Wiscombe, Caroline Bos, 
Mark Cousins, David Greene and Marcelo Spina. 

Phase I Design Research Agenda: Behaviour Complexity (v4) 
The AADRL explores advanced computational development in the pursuit of 
architectural systems that are adaptive, generative and behavioural. The aim of 
the research is to expand the field of possibilities by exploiting behaviour as  
a conceptual tool in order to synthesise the digital world with the material 
world. Using the latest in advanced printing, construction and computing tools 
the lab’s pioneering work challenges today’s design orthodoxies. Exploring 
architecture that is mobile, transformative, kinetic and robotic makes up a core 
part of the AADRL agenda as it aims to expand the discipline and push the 
limits of design within the larger cultural and technological realm.

Design ReseaRch LaboRatoRy 



MArch 
16 months (four terms) 

Director 
Theodore Spyropoulos 

Founder
Patrik Schumacher 

Course Masters 
Robert Stuart-Smith 
Shajay Bhooshan 

Programme Coordinator
Ryan Dillon 

Course Tutors 
Suzan Ibrahim Abed
Pierandrea Angius 
Doreen Bernath
Apostolos Despotidis 
Mostafa El-Sayed
Soomeen Hahm 
Tyson Hosmer
Alicia Nahmad Vasquez
Alexandra Vougia

Technical Tutors 
Albert Taylor-Williamson 
Alessandro Margnelli
Ed Moseley 

Software Tutors 
Torsten Broeder
Octavian Mihai Gheorghiu
Julian Lin
Paul Jeffries
Eva Magnisali
Jorge X Méndez-Cáceres
Ashwin Shah

Theodore Spyropoulos is 
director of the experimental 
architecture and design 
practice Minimaforms and 
co-founder of the New 
Media Research Initiative at 
the AA School. He has been 
a visiting research fellow at 
MIT and has taught in the 
graduate school of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
and the Royal College of 
Art, Innovation Design 
Engineering Department. 
Previously he worked as a 
project architect in the 
offices of Peter Eisenman 
and Zaha Hadid Architects. 

Patrik Schumacher is a 
practising architect and 
architectural theorist 
promoting parametricism. 
He studied philosophy and 
architecture in Bonn, 
Stuttgart and London and 
holds a PhD in cultural 

science from Klagenfurt 
University. He is a partner 
at Zaha Hadid Architects 
and was recently the John 
Portman Chair at Harvard 
GSD. 

Robert Stuart-Smith is a 
director of RS-SDesign and 
co-founding director of the 
research practice Kokkugia. 
He has practised 
internationally in the offices 
of Lab Architecture Studio, 
Grimshaw Architects and  
as an algorithmic design 
consultant for both  
Ove Arup AGU and Balmond 
Studio for design 
engineering. His work, 
which is widely published 
and exhibited, has received 
three consecutive 
nominations for Russia’s 
Chernikov Prize.

Shajay Bhooshan is an 
MPhil candidate at the 
University of Bath and a 
research fellow at ETH 
Zurich. He also heads the 
research activities of the 
Computation and Design 
(co|de) group at Zaha Hadid 
Architects in London.

Ryan Dillon trained at 
Syracuse University and the 
AA, where he is currently 
Unit Master of Intermediate 
5 and a lecturer in the 
History and Theory 
programme. Previously a 
designer at Moshe Safdie 
Architects, he now works  
at EGG Office. 

Suzan Ibrahim Abed is an 
architect and artist.  
A graduate of University  
of Waterloo School of 
Architecture, she received 
her MArch in Architecture 
and Urbanism (DRL) in 
2016.

Pierandrea Angius holds a 
PhD in Building Technology 
from the Politecnico of 
Milan and received his 
MArch in Architecture and 
Urbanism from the AA 
School. He is an architect 
at Zaha Hadid Architects 
and since 2009 has taught 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania Visiting Design 
Studio. 

DELTA – Studio: Theodore Spyropoulos, Assistant: Mostafa El 
Sayed, Team: Necdet Yagiz Özkan (Turkey), Anju Veerappa Satish 
(India), Avneesh Rathor (India), Irina Igorevna Safonova (Russia)
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Phase II Design Research Agenda: Behavioural Complexity (v3) 
Theodore Spyropoulos’ studio, Soft Robotic Taxonomies, explores autonomous, 
self-aware and assembled systems that examine softness through multi-
material agency. Evolution of Responsive Structures, led by Patrik Schumacher, 
utilises elastic deformation, rather than hinge-based mechanics, to integrate 
the responsive kinetic capacities of structures. Such adaptive deformations 
might be stress-induced, such as via loads from occupational uses, or result 
from environmental parameters, like humidity or temperature. Robert Stuart-
Smith’s studio, Behavioural Production: Investigations into Swarm Printing, 
develops rapid, adaptive, swarm 3D-printing-enabled construction that 
orchestrates design and production as a singular creative process to respond 
to diverse social and economic time- based scenarios. Shajay Bhooshan’s 
studio, Additive House, investigates the design potential in subjecting house-
scale additive manufacturing to constraints of structural stability during  
and after construction, along with efficacies of using the natural formative 
capacities of material. 
drl.aaschool.ac.uk

Doreen Bernath is an architect and 
theorist trained in Cambridge and  
at the AA. In 2011 she was a finalist  
for the RIBA President’s Award for 
Outstanding Thesis. She now teaches 
at the AA, the Bartlett and Leeds. She 
is founding director of SpaceMedia Int 
and DEZACT.

Apostolos Despotidis is currently 
working for Foster + Partners and has 
previously worked for Minimaforms 
London, where he was involved in 
projects of various scales from urban 
planning to installation design. He 
holds an MArch from the DRL and an 
architecture and engineering degree 
from the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki. 

Tyson Hosmer works as a project 
architect and computational 
researcher with Cecil Balmond in 
London. Trained at Virginia Tech and 
the AA, he has worked in the offices 
of Asymptote Architecture, Axi:Ome 
and Kokkugia. He has lectured and 
taught in both the US and Europe.

Mostafa El-Sayed is the co-founder of 
Automata Technologies and previously 
worked as a member of the 
Computation and Design group at 
Zaha Hadid Architects. He is a 
graduate of the AA and the American 
University of Sharjah. He has taught 
and presented work at various events, 
workshops and institutions both in 
London and internationally. 

Soomeen Hahm is an architectural 
designer and researcher. She has 
worked for both Zaha Hadid Architects 
and Zaha Hadid Design and 
specialises in coding, digital 
simulations and 3D modelling. She 
founded her own studio, 
SoomeenHahm Design, in 2011.

Albert Williamson-Taylor has been 
DRL’s lead technical tutor since 2011. 
He is an active member on the 
steering committee of the Council for 
Tall Buildings, and as cofounder of 
design-led structural engineering firm 
AKT II, he has extensive experience in 
award-winning designs that emphasise 
innovation and computational research.

Alicia Nahmad Vazquez is a PhD fellow 
at the Welsh School of Architecture, 
University of Cardiff. She previously 
worked with the parametric design 
group at Populous, London. She is 
researching the mediation between 
digital design and traditional material 
crafts and the incorporation of 
human-robot interactions on the 
construction site.

Alexandra Vougia studied architecture 
in Thessaloniki, Greece and holds an 
MS in Advanced Architectural Design 
from GSAPP, Columbia University. She 
was awarded an MPhil from the AA in 
2016. She has worked as an architect 
in New York and Athens and has 
taught at the AA and the University  
of Westminster.
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Phase I Design Workshops
Material Behaviour, Term 1 
Robert Stuart-Smith, Shajay Bhooshan, Apostolos Despotidis,  
Mostafa El-Sayed
Term 1 begins with two sets of three design workshop modules that emphasise 
computational and material prototyping as both an analytical methodology  
and the prime mode of design production and representation. Each five-week 
module focuses on a specific set of methods and an intended design output, 
introducing students to a range of concepts and techniques that can be further 
developed in the year-long Phase I and Phase II studio projects. 

Phase II Prototyping Workshop
Adaptive Systems and Structures, Term 1 
Theodore Spyropoulos, Patrik Schumacher, Robert Stuart-Smith,  
Shajay Bhooshan, Pierandrea Angius, Mostafa El-Sayed, Tyson Hosmer,  
Alicia Nahmad Vazquez
This five-week workshop at the midpoint of Phase II addresses a detailed 
aspect of the spatial, structural, material and environmental systems of  
each team’s thesis project. The workshop emphasises modelling techniques 
that can feedback into the testing and development of larger-scale proposals. 
A presentation in November will serve as a major interim review. 

Phase I Core Seminars
Design as Research I – Open Source Robert Stuart-Smith, Term 1
Pursuing design as a form of research raises a series of questions that relate 
to larger technological, economic and cultural contexts. The seminar  
will explore ways of associating design with forms of research, as well as the 
implications of using this methodology in architectural and design practice. 
Weekly sessions will include presentations related to course readings. 

Conceptualising Computing 
Mostafa El-Sayed, Term 1
This seminar offers a foundation in the contemporary history of design 
computation, tracing the field from the deployment and conceptualisation  
of computational logics and strategies relative to design objectives.

Synthesis: Project Submission, Writing & Research Documentation 
Alexandra Vougia and Doreen Bernath, Terms 1 & 2 
In weekly sessions students will review the basics of writing and research 
related to DRL course submissions. Presentations will cover resources in 
London and beyond, the preparation of thesis abstracts, writing styles and 
issues related to essays, papers and project booklets. Regular tutorials  
will discuss research topics and seminar and studio presentations. 
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Behaviour: Examining the Proto-Systemic 
Theodore Spyropoulos and Ryan Dillon, Term 2
This core seminar follows a behaviour-based agenda to engage with 
experimental forms of material and computational practice. Through an 
examination of cybernetic and systemic thinking in relation to seminal forms 
of prototyping and experimentation, the seminar will look at experiments  
that have manifested since the early 1950s as maverick machines, architectures 
and ideologies. Team-based presentations will examine these methods  
and outputs as case studies for studio experimentation. 

Design as Research II: Computational Space 
Robert Stuart-Smith, Term 2
This seminar is an overview of computational approaches to architectural 
design, strategies and processes. Weekly readings on software technologies 
and design systems will relate computational work in art, music, new media, 
science and other aspects of contemporary architectural discourses around 
parametric design. Teams will make weekly presentations related to the 
readings and provide analyses of selected projects.

Constructed Histories: Techno-Centric History of Design  
and Relation to the Mathematics, Tools and Materials of the Age
Shajay Bhooshan, Term 2
This seminar traces synoptic histories of the built environment as a consequence 
of the liberating power of geometric abstraction to then understand such 
histories as additive manufacture of yesteryear in bricks and stone, influenced 
by and reciprocally shaping mathematics of graphic statics and stereotomy.

Phase I Prototyping Workshop: Responsive Systems
Apostolos Despotidis, Term 2
The workshop introduces students to prototyping and physical computing. 
Students will learn to use the Arduino platform while exploring various 
fabrication processes to give shape to their ideas. In Phase II, these techniques 
will serve as essential skills during prototype development.

Software Platforms: Maya, Rhino, 3D Studio, Processing, Arduino, Softimage, 
Adobe Suite, Python, Openframeworking & Scripting
Shajay Bhooshan, Torsten Broeder, Soomeen Hahm, Paul Jeffries, Eva Magnisali, 
Jorge X Méndez-Cáceres, Ashwin Shah, Pavlina Vardoulaki, Terms 1 & 2
These optional workshops introduce a number of digital tools and software 
systems to give students a grounding in the skills required to construct and 
control parametric models and interactive presentations. Sessions will build up 
to advanced scripting, programming and dynamic modelling techniques. 



GROWING SYSTEMS – Studio: Shajay Bhooshan, Assistant: Alicia 
Nahmad Vasquez, Team: Marta Bermejo Rosique (Spain), Ruxandra 
Matei (Canada), Vladislav Bek-Bulatov (Russia), Li Chen (China)
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Since launching in 2001, the Emergent Technologies and Design programme 
has been open to graduates in architecture and engineering who wish  
to develop skills and pursue knowledge in an architectural design science 
located in new production paradigms. The programme is made up of two 
phases – Phase 1 consists of seminars, studio workshops and design projects 
to familiarise students with core concepts, computational analysis and 
generative design enabled by innovative fabrication techniques across a range 
of scales. Phase 2 involves both design research and the design dissertation 
for the MSc and MArch degrees. Individual and group work (in pairs) is  
on-going throughout the two phases. In addition, all students engage with the 
principles of design/build for the entirety of the programme, ultimately  
gaining expertise in the design, organisation and construction of innovative 
timber projects within both financial and time constraints.
emtech.aaschool.ac.uk

Core Studio 1 – Material Systems
The studio builds skills in finite element analysis, computational fluid 
dynamics, environmental analysis and robotic fabrication. Physical and digital 
computational design techniques are used to explore the architectural 
potential of material system logics that integrate structural, environmental  
and production systems within specific climatic contexts. 

Core Studio 2 – City Systems
Extending the system logics explored in Core Studio 1 to a complex piece  
of the city, this studio analyses the interactions of microclimatic, typological  
and social organisations of a defined urban tissue in order to develop and 
initiate an evolutionary computational model at neighbourhood scale. The 
studio is supported by workshops on Python scripting and computational 
analysis methods in Grasshopper/Rhino and weekly student-led discussions.

EmErgEnt tEchnologiEs and dEsign

MArch 
16 months 

MSc 
12 months

Director
Michael Weinstock

Studio Master
Evan Greenberg

Studio Tutor
Elif Erdine

Tutors 
Manja van de Worp
Mohammed Makki

Professor Emeritus 
George Jeronimidis

Michael Weinstock trained 
at the AA, where he has 
taught since 1989. His 
research interest lies in 
exploring the convergence 
of the natural sciences  
with architecture. He is a 
fellow of the Royal Society 
of the Arts, and in 2008  
he received the Acadia 
Award for Excellence. His 
work has been extensively 
published, and he has been 

a visiting professor at 
Rome, Barcelona, Calgary 
and Yale.

Evan Greenberg is a 
researcher, designer and 
educator with interests  
in biomimicry, advanced 
fabrication processes, 
resilient systems and urban 
microclimates. He has 
taught at the AA since 
2008, on gaining his MSc 
with Distinction in Emergent 
Technologies and Design. 
He has directed workshops 
and lectured internationally 
and is a fellow of the 
Biomimicry Institute.

Elif Erdine is an architect 
and researcher. She 
completed her PhD (AA 
School) in 2015. Her thesis 
focused on the integration 
of tower subsystems 
through generative design 
methodologies informed by 
biomimetic analogies. Since 
2010 she has taught with 
the AA Visiting School 
programme.



Emergent Technologies and Design, Projects Review installation 
detail, 2016, photo Sue Barr

Manja van de Worp trained 
as an architect and 
structural engineer at the 
Technical University of 
Eindhoven and at the AA. 
Her interests lie in finding 
synergies between 
structural design and 
architecture through 

technology, geometry and 
fabrication. She has worked 
for Arup in London in both 
the Advanced Geometry 
Unit and the Advanced 
Technology and Research 
group. She is now a 
principal of NOUS 
Engineering London.

Mohammed Makki (PhD 
candidate) graduated with 
distinction from the 
Emergent Technologies and 
Design programme in 2010. 
His research interests are in 
evolutionary models for new 
cities in rapidly changing 
extreme biomes.
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Natural Systems and Biomimetics Seminar 
This seminar begins by introducing the formal, material and structural 
evolution of organisms in response to varied functions and environments.  
This introduction is followed by an account of current engineering design 
principles that have been abstracted from nature for industry and material 
science. Students will initiate a natural system (ie, general form, anatomy, 
energy flows and behaviour) while exploring the interrelations and abstraction 
of engineering principles. The methods of analysis, system logics and  
material performance studied during the seminar are further developed in 
Core Studio 1. 

Emergence and Design Seminar 
In this seminar students will investigate the mathematics of evolution and 
embryological development; genome processes and data structures; 
population dynamics; and pressures. This research will then be applied to 
architectural design in order to conduct generative design experiments, 
working towards the detailed modelling and analysis of a set of evolved urban 
block morphologies. The concepts and workflows developed in the seminar 
are further developed in Core Studio 2.

Design Research Studio and the Thesis/Dissertation
The Design Research studio enables students to relate explorations of the 
case studies and dtheoretical discourses to their own chosen topic and to 
develop their design strategies, experiments and dissertation proposal. Two 
main fields of the studio are offered: Active Material Systems with Advanced 
Fabrication or Urban Design in Natural Ecological Systems. Students may 
choose one of the two or a hybrid, with the option to work in pairs. 



Emergent Technologies and Design, Projects Review 2016 
installation detail, 2016, photos Sue Barr
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As today’s metropolitan regions become more diverse and complex, they  
reveal significant global shifts in the patterns of urban growth and decline. 
Architecture has a central role to play in this dynamic context, both in  
the development of spatial strategies as part of urban policies and in the 
generation of new urban clusters and types. The Housing and Urbanism 
programme focuses on these important changes to the contemporary urban 
condition and investigates how architectural intelligence can help us 
understand and respond to these trends. Offered as a 12-month MA or 
16-month MArch, the programme agenda is balanced between cross-
disciplinary research and design applications, with student work divided 
across three areas: design workshops; lectures and seminars; and a written 
thesis (MA) or design thesis (MArch), allowing students to develop an 
extended and focused study within the broader themes of the course.
hu.aaschool.ac.uk 

 
Lecture Courses and Seminars

Design Workshop, Terms 1–3
The Design Workshop makes up the core of Housing and Urbanism, providing 
a framework for linking design investigation to a politically and historically 
informed approach to issues of contemporary urbanism. Students and tutors 
form small teams to explore and develop design responses to well-defined 
urban challenges. The workshop also runs seminars for students, visiting 
scholars and practitioners to debate different approaches to key themes.
 Both individual and group design as well as written work comprise the 
output of the workshop. While each team pursues distinctive lines of 
investigation, the seminars and individual work give each student the 

Housing & urbanism 

MA
12 months

MArch
16 months

Directors
Jorge Fiori
Hugo Hinsley

Staff
Lawrence Barth
Abigail Batchelor
Nicholas Bullock
Elad Eisenstein
Dominic Papa
Elena Pascolo
Anna Shapiro
Naiara Vegara
Alex Warnock-Smith

Jorge Fiori is a sociologist 
and urban planner. He has 
worked in institutions in 
Chile, Brazil and England, is 
a visiting lecturer at several 
Latin American and European 
universities, and consultant 
to a number of urban 
development agencies. He 
researches housing and 
urban development, focusing 
on the interplay of spatial 
strategies and urban social 
policy. 

Hugo Hinsley is an architect 
with expertise in urban 
development projects and 
housing design. He has a 
range of practice experience 
and has consulted on many 

projects in Europe, Australia 
and the US. He has taught 
and published internationally. 
His current research includes 
London’s design and planning, 
particularly in the Docklands 
and East London; urban 
policy and structure  
in European cities; and 
rethinking concepts of density. 

Lawrence Barth lectures on 
urbanism and political theory 
and has written on the 
themes of politics and 
critical theory in relation to 
the urban. He is a consultant 
urbanist on large-scale 
strategic projects to architects, 
cities and governments, and 
is engaged in research on 

urban intensification, 
innovation environments 
and the transformation of 
workspace in the knowledge 
economy.

Abigail Batchelor is an 
architect and urban 
geographer with practice 
experience in the 
Netherlands and the UK. 
Recent projects include 
housing design guidance for 
Hackney Council and the 
Liveable London project 
with CPRE London. Her 
research focuses on the 
aestheticisation practices 
surrounding development 
and the meanings of place 
within a globalised market.



Elesban Anadon Vargas, MArch design thesis, Productive 
knowledge hubs, Park Royal redevelopment, London – design  
for a high-density cluster in west London combining university 
research, new tech industries, cultural institutions and new  
living space

Nicholas Bullock studied 
architecture at Cambridge 
University and completed a 
PhD under Leslie Martin. 
His research includes issues 
of housing reform with a 
special interest in Germany; 
postwar housing design and 
policy; and the architecture 
and planning of postwar 
reconstruction.

Elad Eisenstein directs the 
London urban design office 
Mecanoo. He has 
experience designing and 
delivering a wide range of 
projects with sustainable 
place-making at their core, 
including new eco-cities, 
large-scale metropolitan 
centres and complex city 
centre sites. 

Dominic Papa is a founding 
partner of the practice s333 
Studio for Architecture and 
Urbanism, which has won 
awards for projects across 
Europe. He is a design 
review panel member for 
CABE and has been a jury 
member for a number of 
international competitions.

Elena Pascolo has trained 
and worked in London and 
South Africa on large-scale 
housing and urban 
regeneration projects. Her 
research focuses on the 
development of spatial 
tools that structure complex 
urban strategies, and  
the role of institutions in 
promoting urban 
transformation. She has 
participated as a design 
tutor in numerous 

international workshops on 
design and urbanism.

Anna Shapiro studied 
architecture and urban 
planning at Tel Aviv 
University and the AA 
School. She has worked for 
a number of architectural 
practices and is currently 
an urban designer at 
Sheppard Robson 
Architects. She is part of 
Collective Formations, an 
international design 
research group, and is also 
an artist and illustrator.

Naiara Vegara directs the 
Fundatión Metropóli Design 
LAAB London and the AA 
Visiting School Semester 
Programme. Naiara has 
been a visiting critic at 
many architecture schools, 

and has presented her 
research on virtual 
environments and the 
design process in 
architecture at workshops 
hosted by Columbia 
University, Princeton and 
the University of 
Pennsylvania.  

Alex Warnock-Smith is an 
architect and urban 
designer. He has lectured 
and written internationally 
and is co-founder of Urban 
Projects Bureau (UPB), a 
multi-disciplinary practice 
working on architectural, 
urban and public realm 
projects. In 2012, UPB was 
selected by the British 
Council to exhibit at the 
British Pavilion at the 13th 
Venice Architecture 
Biennale. 
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opportunity to develop their own approaches to issues in urbanism today. 
Because the focus of Housing and Urbanism is on the urban inner periphery 
where the complexity of the urban process is plainly visible, each team defines 
the balance and integration of architectural, social and political concepts  
that drive its work, giving every project a distinctive style and character.
 This year our main site of investigation is an area on the inner periphery 
of London, which will be considered within the larger context of the capital 
and the metropolitan region. Widening our scope, an intensive design workshop 
will also be held outside the UK to allow students to test conceptual and 
design approaches through collaborations with other urbanism programmes 
and city governments. Cost estimates for travel and expenses are available 
from the AA School’s graduate office.
 
Cities in a Transnational World, Term 1
This course explores the social and economic context of housing and urbanism, 
focusing on its relationship to development strategies and the evolving role  
of architects and planners in the making of cities. It offers a comparative 
analysis of city restructuring given the current internationalisation of the  
world economy. Emphasis is placed on policy and planning issues as well as 
current reforms in systems of urban governance. 

The Reason of Urbanism, Term 1
This lecture and discussion series provides the foundations for an engagement 
with the urban as a problem-field in western governmental reasoning.  
Tracing the twentieth-century development of urbanism to highlight its inherent 
political issues, the course will develop a theoretical perspective through  
the works of Arendt, Foucault and Sennett, while investigating the relationship 
of key political concepts to the generation of new urban spatialities.

Critical Urbanism, Terms 1 & 2
This course will explore urbanism’s role as an instrument of diagnosis and 
critique. Beginning with lectures and readings in Term 1 and building towards a 
seminar format in Term 2, the course explores the ways architecture has 
generated a range of critical and reflexive responses to the city over the last 
four decades. Readings by architects from the late twentieth century to the 
present will provide the background and context for students to develop their 
own critical analyses of contemporary urban projects.

Shaping the Modern City, Terms 1 & 2
This course compares various national and local strategies that have evolved 
to meet the challenges of urban expansion in the past 100 years. Rather than 
presenting a continuous narrative history, the course looks at key events, 
projects and texts that illustrate contemporary responses to the opportunities 
and problems created by growth. With a focus on postwar housing and 
planning in Europe and the US, the course will consider issues such as 
density, regeneration, mixed use and new working and living patterns. 
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Housing and the Informal City, Term 2
By using housing as a strategic vehicle for investigating the informal and 
irregular process of city-making, this course explores how urbanism and 
design can be used to address an increase in de-spatialisation strategies and 
their associated social conditions. With reference to projects and programmes 
in cities of the developing world, the course will identify appropriate tools  
and instruments of spatial intervention and design, examining their articulation 
by redesigning urban institutions and rules. 

Domesticity, Term 2
This seminar series explores contemporary multi-residential housing trends. 
Taking Mies van der Rohe’s patio houses of the 1930s and Karel Teige’s  
1932 critique of the minimum dwelling as counterpoints, the course develops 
students’ understanding of type and diagram in the pursuit of fresh 
approaches to urban living. Core readings for the final submitted essay include 
the writing of Michel Foucault, Jacques Donzelot and Nikolas Rose.

Thesis Seminar, Term 3
This seminar is intended to support work on the written or design thesis, 
providing a forum for students to discuss their work-in-progress with members 
of staff, invited critics and each other.

Other Events
Each year the programme makes a study trip to a European city for comparative 
research. Additionally, a number of academics and practitioners from all  
over the world are invited to contribute to the programme. Students are also 
encouraged to attend complementary courses offered by other programmes 
within the AA School.
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Landscape Urbanism explores the emergence of ‘territory’ as a field of design 
praxis. Through this lens the programme operates within contemporary 
conditions to understand urban environments not as discrete independent 
collections of objects, but as interconnected landscapes with far-reaching 
implications both for the environment – ie, climate change, energy debates 
and widespread pollution – and for social and political spheres. The course 
combines material explorations of landscape evolution (facilitated by digital 
simulations) with the development of critical perspectives and studio work.  
It is aimed at professionals – architects, landscape architects, engineers, urban 
planners and geographers – who are engaged with territorial disciplines. 
landscapeurbanism.aaschool.ac.uk

Spatial Design within a Territorial Praxis
The current production of treaties, networks, government plans and other local 
policies and agreements with the potential to shape specific geographies  
has come out of the high demand for synchronised responses and projects at 
the scale of territory. But given the potential impact on the spaces they 
address, these formal interventions are rarely seen as opportunities for research-
led design projects. It is in this rift – between the utilitarian and the cultural 
practices of European policies – that Landscape Urbanism aims to locate a 
space for research, considering architecture and landscape design in relation 
to the problem of a territorial praxis. A sensitivity towards materials and an 
appreciation of scale, horizontal space and the processed-based approach  
of design can offer unique insights into the ways we read, define and  
manage territories. 
 The course is concerned with both the geomorphological formations of 
land and the actual cultural, political and economic forces that shape them 
socially. The primary outcome of these concerns is the production of a set of 
radical and experimental cartographies to serve as new forms of documenting 
the future of European environments. These cartographies are seen as 

Landscape Urbanism

MSc
12 months 

MArch
16 months

Directors
Alfredo Ramirez 
Eduardo Rico 

Design Tutor
Clara Oloriz Sanjuan

Seminar Tutors
Douglas Spencer 
Tom Smith 

Technical Tutors
Giancarlo Torpiano 
Gustavo Romanillos

Alfredo Ramirez is an 
architect and director of 
Groundlab, where he has  
won and developed several 
competitions, workshops, 
exhibitions and projects. He 
is Director of the AA 
Visiting School in Mexico 
City and has taught 
internationally on the topic 
of landscape urbanism and 
the work of Groundlab.
Eduardo Rico studied civil 
engineering in Spain and 

graduated from the AA’s 
Landscape Urbanism 
programme. He has been a 
consultant and researcher 
in the fields of 
infrastructure and 
landscape in Spain and the 
UK. Currently he works with 
the Arup engineering team 
and is also part of 
Relational Urbanism. He has 
taught at Harvard GSD and 
the Berlage Institute.

Clara Oloriz Sanjuan 
received her PhD from the 
ETSA Universidad de 
Navarra and the AA. She 

has worked for Foreign 
Office Architects, Cerouno, 
Plasma Studio and 
Groundlab. She teaches at 
the University of Navarra 
and is co-director of the AA 
Visiting School in Bilbao. 



Liam Mouritz, Ting Fu Chang and Xiabin Hu, Littoral Negotiations 
– visualisation showing the shifting grounds of the fishery village 
and choreography of the geomorphological process in the 
Damieta Spit, Lake Manzala, Egypt

Douglas Spencer has 
studied design and 
architectural history, cultural 
studies, critical theory and 
has taught at a number of 
architectural schools. Widely 
published in journals 
including the Journal of 
Architecture, Radical 
Philosophy and AA Files, he 
is currently working on a 
book that formulates a 
Marxian critique of 
contemporary architecture 
and ‘control society’.

Tom Smith is a landscape 
architect and urban 
designer. At EDAW AECOM, 
he worked on projects such 
as the masterplan for the 
Chelsea Flower Show and 
developments in rural 
communities in Portugal. He 
played a role in the design 
of the London 2012 Olympic 
and Legacy Masterplan and 
is currently developing the 
practice of SpaceHub in 
London.

Giancarlo Torpiano holds an 
MArch in Emergent 
Technologies and Design 
from the AA. His main 
interests are algorithmic 
design focused on emergent 
behaviours, natural 
structures, structural 
engineering and 
computational techniques. 
He has led workshops on 
digital architecture in Malta 
and at the AA.

Gustavo Romanillos is an 
architect and researcher 
interested in the spatial 
analysis of urban and 
territorial dynamics. He 
completed his degree in 
architecture at the ETSAM, 
and a Masters in geographic 
information technologies at 
the UCM. His research and 
teaching activities are being 
developed in different 
Spanish universities as well 
as Nicaragua and the UK.
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projective machines with the capacity to unveil the glitches between conflicting 
systems – tectonic landscapes, political governance, land administration  
and their material and spatial organisation – and to put forward projects and 
design proposals, from the territorial to architectural, as future alternatives.

Course Methodology
Territorial Formations Terms, 1 & 2
During the first two terms Landscape Urbanism weaves together research into 
geomorphological processes, social structures and design intentions to explore 
the idea of a necessary synthesis – a utilitarian hybridisation that imagines 
new forms of territory where physical and social processes are transformed 
into new spatial conditions. These will draw upon the historically established 
capacity of landscapes to host and modulate the struggles between physical/
environmental and human forces within specific geographical/geological points 
in space and time. 

Cartogenesis, Term 2
The assemblages of geomorphological processes and social formations will  
be retraced and redescribed in light of historical and contemporary forms  
of cartographic representation. This will serve as the basis for describing 
territorial space in architectural terms, and vice versa. This term’s aim is  
to generate an atlas of similar and relevant territories across Europe, tracing  
the geographies of the pan-European problematic posed by the social and 
geomorphological formations outlined and researched by the student.

Tectonic Grounds / Territorial Documentation, Terms 3 & 4
The final section of the course will explore modes of documentation that 
extend beyond the idea of stability of masterplanning to operate projectively 
and subversively. Following the development of the atlas, students will 
produce a territorial manual describing the procedures and guidelines behind 
their projects in order to extrapolate principles to similar locations across 
European territories.  

Course Components
Landscript, Workshop, Term 1
An introduction to software programming will enable students to script basic 
procedural modelling and understand how physical interactions of materials 
and processes produce recognisable morphologies. Using relevant software, 
such as GIS, Phyton, Rhino, as well as land form modelling students will 
exercise their capacity to introduce intention and design criteria into decision-
making processes.
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Landform Dynamics, Lecture Series, Term 1
Directly linked to the Landscript workshop, this series of lectures will address 
processes of territorial formation. The sessions will be presented by engineers 
and scientists currently researching the use of computational tools in the 
study of geomorphology.

Social Formations, Workshop, Term 2
This workshop explores processes of social formation. Students investigate 
how groups such as trade unions and guilds, have historically organised 
themselves into productive communities. These findings will then be diagrammed 
and applied to design projects. 

Landscape Urbanism Core Seminar, Terms 1 & 2
In this seminar series questions of process, matter, becoming and objecthood 
are set alongside landscape and urban modelling, creating a platform  
for discussing design and territorial concerns in tandem with the work in  
the studio.

LU History and Theory Seminar Series: Models, Methods and Histories,  
Term 1
Designed to provide students with an understanding of the potentials and 
problematics of landscape urbanism, this series of lectures and seminars  
is concerned with how the intersections of landscape and urbanism have  
been thought, modelled, designed and analysed. 

Cartogenesis Workshop, Term 2
The workshop will generate a series of cartographic representations of the 
projects with the aim of drafting a cartogenetic manifesto that declares their 
pan-European intentions.

LU History and Theory Seminar Series: The Rhetoric of Mapping, Term 2
This seminar explores the ways in which maps authorise and contest territorial 
claims, construct forms of knowledge, project certain scenarios and operations 
and reveal political, social, economic and cultural processes. The conception 
of cartography as a form of argumentation will support and inform design 
practice in the making of the manifesto and in the final thesis. 

Machining Landscapes Seminar Series, Terms 2 & 3
The series introduces construction techniques related to the design of 
landscape projects that adopt a ‘machinic’ approach to technical practice. 
Over two terms the seminars explore a range of construction techniques  
in order to build up an understanding of the complex relations defining 
contemporary urban dynamics. 
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Sustainable Environmental Design (SED) engages with real-life problems  
that affect buildings and cities across the world. Design research for the 
programme is driven by evidence-based performance criteria following a 
process of adaptive architecturing, which proceeds from inside to outside, 
attuning built form and its constituents to natural rhythms and inhabitant 
activities. Key objectives of all SED projects are: to improve environmental 
quality in cities, achieve independence from non-renewable energy sources 
and to develop an environmentally sustainable architecture that is capable  
of adapting to changing climates and urban environments. 
 The taught programme is structured in two consecutive phases. Phase I  
is organised around team projects combining MSc and MArch students to 
engage in experimental and analytical testing of the theoretical knowledge  
and computational tools introduced in weekly lectures and seminars. In  
Phase II, MSc and MArch design research develops independently following 
individual research agendas that reflect students’ home contexts, climates and 
building typologies. MSc candidates complete the 12-month course with a 
design research project that documents the architectural potential and 
applicability of their chosen topic in its geographic and climatic context.  
The MArch cycle extends over a 16-month period that culminates in a specific 
design application for a given site and design brief. 
 SED’s research agenda, Refurbishing the City, will continue this year with 
London-based design research involving collaboration with architectural and 
engineering practices in Terms 1 and 2. During Terms 3 and 4, MSc and MArch 
dissertation projects will be sited in many other cities and climatic regions. 
Recent dissertation projects have addressed warm climates, passive 
environmental features, outdoor living and inhabitant-centred adaptive 
strategies encompassing home, work, learning and mixed-use environments.  
A number of recent publications by programme staff also explore  
these concepts. 
sed.aaschool.ac.uk

SuStainable environmental DeSign

MSc 
12 months  

MArch
16 months  

Staff
Simos Yannas
Paula Cadima
Jorge Rodriguez Alvarez
Klaus Bode
Gustavo Brunelli
Herman Calleja
Mariam Kapsali
Byron Mardas

Simos Yannas has led 
environmental design 
research at the AA School 
since the late 1970s.  
He participated in research 
projects in many countries, 
and his work has been 
published in over a dozen 
languages. His most recent 
writings address adaptive 
architecturing, learning from 
vernacular architecture and 
refurbishing the city. He is  
a founding member of the 
PLEA international network 
on sustainable architecture 
and urban design. 

Paula Cadima has been in 
architectural practice and 
environmental research for 
more than 25 years. She 
worked for the European 
Commission in Brussels 
managing world-class 
research projects on energy 
efficiency, renewable energy 
sources and emerging fields. 
She chaired the environment 
and sustainable architecture 
working group of the 
Architect’s Council of 
Europe in 2009 and is the 
current president of PLEA.

Jorge Rodríguez Álvarez 
studied architecture in A 
Coruña, followed by an MA 
in building conservation  
and urban regeneration, 
before joining the SED MSc, 
which he completed with 
distinction in 2008.  
His PhD thesis deals with 
planning cities for the 
post-carbon age, and he 
co-founded SAAI, an 
environmental design 
consultancy with ongoing 
projects internationally. 



Oindrila Ghosh, MArch Dissertation, Affordable Housing for the 
Informal City in Kolkata, India    

Klaus Bode studied building 
engineering at the 
University of Bath and was 
project engineer on Foster 
+ Partners’ Commerzbank in 
Frankfurt and on Rogers’ 
and Piano’s Potsdamer  
Platz projects in Berlin.  
A co-founder of BDSP 
Partnership, his 
collaborations with 
architects and artists have 
included the Rogers 
Partnership on the Welsh 
Assembly Building, Cardiff 
and Grafton Architects on 
the Bocconi University. 
Gustavo Brunelli graduated 
from the Federal University 

of São Paulo and holds a 
Masters in Environment & 
Energy Studies from the AA. 
He has worked with 
Chapman BDSP on building 
projects in the UK and 
abroad, and led the 
environmental design team 
for the Velodrome at the 
London 2012 Olympics. He 
now leads the advanced 
building optimisation team 
at Hurley Palmer Flatt.

Herman Calleja practised in 
Malta and Spain before 
enrolling on the SED MArch 
at the AA, graduating 2012. 
He has since worked as an 

environmental analyst at 
Chapman BDSP, introducing 
the use of parametric 
environmental design tools 
and collaborating with 
Foster + Partners, RSH+P 
and Grafton Architects on 
daylighting, thermal comfort 
and facade design.

Mariam Kapsali graduated 
from the National Technical 
University of Athens and 
completed her SED MSc in 
2012. She worked as a 
research associate on 
building environmental 
performance studies at the 
Oxford Institute of 

Sustainable Development 
before joining Architype as 
design architect in 2015.  

Byron Mardas studied 
architecture and urbanism 
at the National Technical 
University in Athens, where 
he worked before starting 
the SED MSc, which he 
completed in 2013. He now 
works at Foster + Partners 
as an environmental 
designer specialising in 
daylighting optimisation, 
outdoor thermal comfort 
and parametric modelling. 
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Refurbishing the City 1: London Building Studies, Term 1 
London serves as laboratory for making case studies of recent buildings and 
outdoor spaces. Students will combine on-site observations and environmental 
measurements with advanced computational tools to investigate building 
performance and the relationship between building, climate and occupants.

Refurbishing the City 2: Design Research, Term 2 
The insights gained from the Term 1 case studies provide starting points for 
design briefs that will be developed into team projects. Students will apply  
the conceptual and computational tools of adaptive architecturing to respond 
to climate change, lifestyle trends and technical developments that shape  
the future of the city.  

Refurbishing the City 3: MSc/MArch Dissertation Research, Terms 3 & 4 
In Term 3 individual research agendas will be combined into thematic 
groupings, initiating shared research before being separated into the individual 
MSc and MArch projects submitted in Term 4. Research for the dissertation 
project gives students the opportunity to explore design options and performance 
results across climates, building types, design specifications and operational 
conditions in order to address a range of issues and scales. 

Lecture Courses & Workshops

Sustainable City, Term 1
The course reviews theories of urban sustainability by looking at environmental 
performance within cities and the instruments and tools applied to its 
assessment. Case studies of new and refurbished schemes in different countries 
and urban contexts will be used to illustrate the effects of urban morphology 
on microclimate, energy consumption and climate change, which will be 
investigated at different scales ranging from the region to the urban block.

Adaptive Architecturing, Term 1
Providing local solutions to global issues requires an understanding of what 
makes a good environment for inhabitants. How can architecture contribute 
and thus reclaim its historical role as a tool of sustainable environmental 
design? This course introduces a generative framework for an adaptive, 
culturally sensitive occupant-centred architecture with a symbiotic relationship 
to the city.

Environmental Simulation & Performance Assessment Tools, Terms 1 & 2
Running as weekly day-long sessions that follow the Terms 1 and 2 team 
projects, this hands-on course introduces the tools that drive the research 
methodology of SED. Students will begin by studying fieldwork techniques 
including indoor and outdoor surveys and the measurement and processing of 
environmental data used to calibrate computer models that simulate solar, 
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thermal airflow and daylighting processes in and around buildings. A range of 
computational tools will be introduced over the year. Their application will  
be explored initially through team projects and then in greater detail during 
work on the dissertation in Terms 3 and 4.

Environmental Design Primer, Terms 1 & 2
This course introduces key topics of environmental design research and 
practice as these relate to architecture and building science. Topics include 
urban climatology and the theories and practice of environmental comfort;  
the physics of natural light, airflow and thermal processes; the ecology and 
environmental performance of materials; renewable energy technologies  
in the urban environment; and the science and art of measurement and 
performance assessment. 

Lessons from Practice, Term 2 
Each year a number of architects, engineers and researchers are invited to 
present recent projects illustrating their practice and experience in sustainable 
environmental design. The course also includes one or more study trips to 
buildings of interest in the UK and abroad. This year’s PLEA conference will be 
held in Edinburgh in early July 2017, providing the opportunity for current  
SED students and graduates to attend and present work. 

Research Seminar, Terms 1–4  
In Phase I the seminar provides a regular forum for discussing research 
methods, report writing and topics that can be developed into the two 
individual research papers that provide the foundation for dissertation 
projects. In Phase II the seminar complements weekly individual tutorials, 
offering additional research and writing support. 
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The AA’s satellite campus at Hooke Park, Dorset, is home to Design+Make,  
the MArch and MSc graduate programme and laboratory for architectural 
research through 1:1 fabrication. Set in an environment that combines forest, 
studio, workshop and building sites, the large-scale fabrication facilities of 
Hooke Park act as a testing ground for students to advance their own research 
through hands-on approaches, designing and building architecture in an  
idyllic forest ecosystem that serves as both the material library and site for 
architectural experimentation.
 The core agenda of Design+Make is to advance the materialisation of 
architecture through the synthesis of advanced technologies, craft techniques 
and deep understanding of natural material and geometry. The key proposition 
is that new digital design and fabrication technologies, such as 3D scanning, 
generative modelling and robotic fabrication, enable traditional making 
techniques to be reinvented as innovative processes for architecture. 
Design+Make operates as an agency of architectural innovation and presents  
a unique and alternative vision for architectural education. 

Course Details
The programme begins with a four-week Induction Studio. The subsequent 
Core Studio offers the first opportunity to build a temporary inhabitable 
structure in the woodland. Seminar courses run alongside the studios and 
cover agendas of ruralism, timber technologies and the cultural theories of 
making. These taught components are then applied in the main projects – for 
MSc students a 1:1 prototype, for MArch students a group-designed building 
for the Hooke Park campus. The programme concludes with an individually 
written dissertation that presents the constructed project as evidence of an 
argument concerning the practice and realisation of architecture.
designandmake.aaschool.ac.uk

Design+Make

MArch 
16 months 
MSc (Timber Technologies)
12 months

Programme Directors
Martin Self
Emmanuel Vercruysse 

Construction Tutor
Charley Brentnall 

Thesis Tutor
Mark Campbell 

Visiting Tutors
Toby Burgess 
Kate Darby 
Kostas Grigoradis
Jez Ralph

Martin Self has taught at 
the AA since 2004. He 
worked at Ove Arup & 
Partners, studied 
architectural theory at the 
AA and has consulted with 
practices such as Zaha 
Hadid Architects and 
Antony Gormley Studio. 

Emmanuel Vercruysse is 
co-founder of the art 
practice LiquidFactory, a 
member of the design 
collective Sixteen Makers 

and the field robotics group 
RAVEN. He was unit master 
of MArch Unit 23 at the 
Bartlett and led the 
Robotics and Cad-Cam 
research lab (2009–15). 

Charley Brentnall is a 
timber-framing contractor 
who has played a pivotal 
role in the renaissance of 
timber framing in the UK. 
He founded Carpenter Oak 
& Woodland in 1988, is a 
visiting lecturer at the 
Universities of Bath and 
York and a member of the 
Timber Framers Guild, 
Carpenters Fellowship, 
Icomos and SPAB.

Mark Campbell has taught 
history and design at the 
AA since 2004. He directs 
the MPhil in Media 
Practices.



Hooke Park Woodchip Barn under construction, photo Valerie Bennett
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Studio Projects

Induction Project
The four-week Induction Studio is a series of classes and tutorial-workshops 
that introduces students the fundamental Design+Make skill base and 
methodology. The studio is organised according to key subjects: CADCAM – 
formulating information for digital manufacturing; documentary filmmaking – 
techniques and strategies; analogue fabrication techniques; generative design 
stategies; introduction to robotic kinematics; applied scanning techniques.

Core Project
Following the induction, the six-week Core Studio introduces the material 
processes of full-scale experimental construction at Hooke Park and develops 
a design–make approach driven by the material and landscape of the 
woodland site. Here, the focus is placed on the development of a reciprocal 
design methodology comprising on-site making and studio-based 
representation. The construction of temporary inhabitable structures serves  
as the research and testing ground for architectural ideas and technologies 
later developed in the main projects.

Main Project
The main project consists of the design and construction of full-scale 
architectural structures at Hooke Park. Designs are developed through 
prototyping, mock-up and physical testing in collaboration with engineering 
consultants and specialist builders. For the MSc students, this prototyping 
exercise is completed in a full-scale experimental timber construction at  
the end of Term 3, which forms the research basis for the subsequent MSc 
dissertations. This prototype is designed with the explicit intent to test  
new architectural applications of timber and radically exploit the woodland 
and fabrication resources (including new robotic fabrication equipment)  
of Hooke Park. For MArch students, the main project involves the collective 
design and construction of an experimental permanent building either at the 
Hooke Park campus or off site. Construction starts in Term 3 and is completed 
in the autumn. The range of research topics is broader than the MSc and  
may encompass individual interests in environmental and construction 
technologies, alternative forms of design practice or issues relating to Hooke 
Park’s topographic and cultural landscape. 
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Seminar Courses

Making as Design
This seminar explores the architectural design philosophies that prioritise 
making and equips students with an understanding of the argument that 
embodied interaction with the real-world artefact is fundamental to design. 
Sessions explore an instrumental use of making, building up a typology  
of mechanisms through which making is used in architectural design. 

Agendas of Ruralism
This series asks students to situate Design+Make projects within the context 
of the English rural condition, thereby introducing the cultural and societal 
aspects of the landscape where Hooke Park operates. The course provides 
students with the knowledge and mechanisms to form an intellectual  
position with respect to contemporary debates surrounding rural architectures 
and cultural heritage in our specific geographic, historical and  
environmental context.

Timber Design & Technologies
Invited speakers will present a survey of timber applications in architecture 
and the technologies of its innovative use in design. Analyses of traditional 
techniques, material and engineering principles and emerging timber 
fabrication technologies will spur a theoretical and practical attitude towards 
timber design that embraces inventive application.

Dissertation/Thesis
For the MSc students the dissertation presents the technical design research 
carried out during the development of the constructed timber prototype  
and proposes future applications. For the MArch students the thesis presents  
an argument on a topic related to the theory or practice of architectural  
design within a design–build context, through an analysis of the design and 
production of the Hooke Park built project as evidence.
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The postgraduate course in History and Critical Thinking engages with 
contemporary architecture and city cultures through critical enquiry into 
history. For the past 20 years, the 12-month programme has continually evolved 
to position itself within current arguments, debates and practices. Rather than 
dealing with history, architecture and the city exclusively through buildings and 
methodological classifications, the course attempts to transform these very topics 
into resources for understanding processes, spatial artefacts and built forms. 
 The programme’s ambition is threefold: to connect contemporary debates 
and projects to a wider historical, cultural and political context; to explore 
historical writing and the ways in which social, political and cultural agendas 
become effective arguments in particular accounts of architectural and urban 
modernity; to investigate forms of research, communication and practice 
technologies in the context of recent cultural and geopolitical developments 
to produce knowledge that relates to practices and public cultures in 
architecture. Collaborations with AA undergraduate design units, participation 
in juries and architectural visits allow opportunities to engage with design 
speculation. The programme also benefits greatly from the dynamism of the 
AA School and provides research facilities and supervision to MPhil and  
PhD candidates registered under our joint PhD programme, a cross-disciplinary 
initiative supported across the graduate school.
 Writing is essential to the programme, both as a practice of thinking and 
as a form of communication. Different modes of writing – theses, essays, 
reviews, commentaries, tweets and interviews – are explored to frame various 
aspects of study. The course is organised around a number of lectures, 
seminars, debates, writing sessions and workshops led by distinguished 
practitioners from a range of backgrounds. These offer students opportunities 
to expand disciplinary knowledge in a broad cultural arena and through  
a variety of viewpoints. 
hct.aaschool.ac.uk

Term 1
Term 1 lectures and seminars focus on the writing of architecture and art 
history and the ways in which various constructs of the past relate to visual 
practice. The notion of modernity is interrogated through a critical re-reading 
of both modernism and the emergence of the modern field of aesthetics. 

Readings of Modernity
Marina Lathouri
This seminar series offers a detailed examination of modes of architectural 
writing – ie, manifesto, historical narrative, architectural canon, formal analysis, 
critical essay and theory – in order to look at the roles key texts have  
played in constructing a vocabulary of both architectural modernity and its 
subsequent critiques. 

History and CritiCal tHinking 
in arCHiteCture 



MA
12 months

Director
Marina Lathouri

Staff
Mark Cousins
John Palmesino
Caroline Rabourdin
Douglas Spencer

Visiting Tutors
Tim Benton
Tina Di Carlo

Marina Lathouri studied 
architecture and philosophy 
of art and aesthetics. Along 
with directing History and 
Critical Thinking at the AA, 
she lectures at Cambridge 
University and is a visiting 
professor at the Universidad 
de Navarra, Spain and the 
Universidad Catolica in 
Santiago, Chile. Her writing 
has been widely published, 
and most recently she 
co-authored Intimate 
Metropolis: Urban Subjects 
in the Modern City 
(Routledge 2008) and City 
Cultures: Contemporary 
Positions on the City (AA 
Publications 2010).

Mark Cousins directs the 
undergraduate History and 
Theory Studies programme 
at AA. He has been a 
visiting professor of 
architecture at Columbia 
University and a founding 
member of the graduate 
school the London 
Consortium. He is also a 
guest professor at 
Southeastern University  
in Nanjing.

John Palmesino is an AA 
Diploma 4 unit master,  
a founding member of 
Multiplicity and a tutor at 

the Research Architecture 
Centre, Goldsmiths, London.
Previously head of research 
at ETH Studio Basel and a 
research adviser at the Jan 
Van Eyck Academie, 
Maastricht, he now runs 
Territorial Agency with 
Ann-Sofi Rönnskog.

Caroline Rabourdin trained 
at the INSA Strasbourg, the 
Bartlett, UCL, and 
completed her PhD thesis 
at Chelsea College of Arts. 
She now lectures on the 
Media Studies, History & 
Theory Studies and History 
and Critical Thinking 
programmes at the AA and 
directs the AA Visiting 
School in Paris for 
architects’ writing practice. 

Douglas Spencer has 
studied architectural 
history, cultural studies and 
critical theory. He has 
contributed to The Missed 
Encounter of Architecture 
with Philosophy, 
Architecture Against the 
Post-Political and New 
Geographies 6: Grounding 
Metabolism. He is working 
on The Architecture of 
Neoliberalism. 

Visiting Tutors

Tim Benton taught for 40 
years at the Open 
University and has been a 
visiting professor at 
numerous schools around 
the world.  
His research in the history 
of architecture and design 
between the wars and Le 
Corbusier has achieved 
international renown. His 
2007 book, The Rhetoric of 
Modernism, Le Corbusier as 
lecturer, was awarded the 
Grand Prix du Livre sur 
l’Architecture by the 
Académie d’Architecture in 
Paris. He is currently 
working on a film of Le 
Corbusier on holiday.

Tina Di Carlo, a former 
curator of architecture and 
design at the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York, is a 
PhD fellow at the Oslo 
School of Architecture in 
the department of History, 
Form and Theory. She holds 
advanced degrees in 
philosophy and art history 
from the Courtauld 
Institute, London, and a 
Master’s in Architecture 
from Harvard’s Graduate 
School of Design.

HCT Trip to the Scavi Archeologici Di Pompei (2015–16), photo 
Klaus Platzgummer
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Le Corbusier (1920–35): Style, the Zeitgeist and Nature
Tim Benton
One reason Le Corbusier remains a necessary point of departure for any study 
of the ambiguities and contradictions of modernist architecture is his 
continual reassessment of his own position within the movement. This series 
will trace Le Corbusier’s adoption and rejection of modern architecture’s 
founding arguments while also confronting certain taboo concepts of the 
movement: style, the zeitgeist argument, formalism and the vernacular. 

Aesthetics and Architectural History
Mark Cousins
This course provides an account of the intellectual bases of architectural 
theories within a modern field of aesthetics, a discourse which arises in the 
eighteenth century and then sits uncomfortably in relation to the development 
of architectural and art history in the nineteenth century. The course will 
explain how this tension anticipates theoretical problems of modernism.

Writing Practice
Caroline Rabourdin
Conceived as a sequence of writing exercises throughout Term 1, this series 
allows students to test different ways of writing in order to gain confidence 
and develop their own voice. The course is underpinned by critical and literary 
methodologies and takes in a range of works, from surrealist writers to post-
structuralist architects. Following a workshop model, the course is structured 
around short in-class readings that are followed by writing exercises and  
the opportunity to share work with the group. 

Term 2
In Term 2, courses address the historical processes of the discipline in relation 
to contemporary architectural, urban thinking and theories of language. 

Architecture Knowledge and Writing
Marina Lathouri
From the early Renaissance treatise to more recent theoretical articulations, it 
is through writing that architecture was established and propagated as a form 
of knowledge and a distinct professional practice. When viewed in terms of 
economy, both the literary and built object seem intricately related – through 
modes of production, aesthetic norms, didactic and historical values, uses, 
effects and the production of a disciplinary (public) space. The course will 
examine the multiple ‘languages’ of architecture in the light of institutional and 
economic constraints, cultural specificities and political ideologies.

‘Another Philosophy of Language’
Caroline Rabourdin
Following on from the Architecture Knowledge and Writing series, these 
lectures introduce theories of language and their relationship to architecture. 
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Both contemporary and European in scope, the course will focus on the 
twentieth century – from the birth of linguistics to the rise of structuralism, 
semiotics and post-structuralism, to the ontological, performative and 
embodied theories of language. 

The Subject of Architecture
Douglas Spencer
The subjects of architecture have been conceived as operatives in cybernetic 
systems, cognitive mapmaking, deconstructive reading and post-critical 
participation in the network of flows. The course addresses such constructions 
of the architectural subject through the analysis of related themes, texts  
and projects. 

The Post-Eurocentric City 
John Palmesino
By articulating the theoretical conjunctions that currently shape the 
contemporary city, this series analyses the links between transformations in 
international and sub-state polities, processes of institutional change and  
the material structures of human environments.

History and Critical Thinking Debates: Locating Architecture Politics 
Marina Lathouri 
Students and invited guests will dispute the proper locus of processes 
involved in the constitution of the multiple territories (professional, 
disciplinary, cultural and legal) and the negotiation of frontiers (conceptual, 
practical and technical). The aim is to position multiple voices in order to 
define a pedagogical practice that is distinct from either seminar or lecture. 

Drawing Matter
Tina Di Carlo
This one-week intensive workshop considers drawing as a pedagogical tool.  
A specific focus on the collection and display of architecture will reveal a 
historiography, critical approach and method through the connoisseurship  
of objects. There will be visits to private collections and current exhibitions  
in and around London. The workshop will conclude with a programme-
organised exhibition.

In Term 3, the Thesis Research Seminar focuses on the most significant 
component of the students’ work: the final thesis. The choice of topic, 
organisation of the field of research, and development of the central argument 
are all discussed, allowing students to learn about the dissertation via  
the shared experience of the group. During the Term 3 unit trip students will 
participate in sessions to help finalise their questions. At the end of the term 
and over the summer, work-in-progress is presented to invited critics. In  
Term 4 the students complete their thesis to be submitted in September.
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AA Interprofessional Studio (AAIS) explores alternative forms of 
interdisciplinary collaboration through the research, conception, design and 
production of genre-defying construction and spatial performance. By 
challenging the relationship between art and architecture through the creation 
unique project-events – dance, theatre and musical performances, exhibitions 
and festivals – AAIS aims to expose the hidden ‘worknet’ that overlays multiple 
professions and their outputs. Operating as an interdisciplinary creative  
office where knowledge exchange is one of the core points of focus, the studio, 
offered as a 12-month MA or 18-month MFA, encourages students to develop  
a language for communicating across creative disciplines.
 The programme is structured in two phases. Phase 1, running from Term 1 
to Term 3, concentrates on design studios and seminar-based lectures on  
the history and theory of interdisciplinary and interprofessional collaboration 
as well as network-based design and organisation and the realisation of 
applied events and installations that result from the group’s various collaborations. 
Phase 2 concentrates on development of the individual thesis – either as a 
written dissertation during Term 4 (MA) or as applied practice during Terms 4 
and 5 (MFA). 
 Drawing on experts from backgrounds as diverse as performance, design, 
music, film, photography, fashion, communication and curation, the studio 
gives students an opportunity to step away from their current research or 
academic activities to develop new creative skills and grow their professional 
network. In contrast to typical interdisciplinary design approaches, where 
individual professions remain in their respective fields of expertise, the AAIS 
seeks to place students outside their comfort zones so that they may  
glean knowledge from other disciplines – ultimately influencing, extending  
and adjusting their own creative process of practice. 
 Alongside lectures, seminars, talks, symposia and workshops, the 
programme’s applied projects in the creative field serve as generators for  
the year’s work, guaranteeing a high level of focus and public participation. 
interprofessionals.net

AA InterprofessIonAl studIo

MA in Spatial Performance 
and Design
12 months

MFA in Spatial Performance 
and Design
18 months

Studio Director
Theo Lorenz

Studio Master
Tanja Siems

Collaborators
Andrew Dean, Music and 

Production
David McAlmont, Music and 

History of the Arts
Heiko Kalmbach, Film 

Direction and Dramaturgy 
Joel Newman, Film and 

Sound
Malgorzata Dzierzon, 

Choreography and 
Production

Marucio Pauly, Composition 
and Sonology

Renaud Wiser, 
Choreography

Steve Webb, Engineering 

Theo Lorenz is an architect, 
painter and media artist. 
Trespassing between art 
and architecture, his 
interests lie at the 
convergence of digital and 
physical space. He has 
taught at the AA since 
2000 and has directed the 
AA Interprofessional Studio 
since 2008.

Tanja Siems is an urban 
designer and infrastructural 
planner and the director of 
the interdisciplinary 
practice, T2 spatialwork. 
She co-leads the AAIS 
programme and is a 
professor of urban design at 
the Bergische University, 
Germany.



AAIS event, SUPERPOSITION, 2015, Museum Quarter Vienna – 
Argyris Angeli, Kyriaki Nasioula, Justyna Choli, Shuin Park and 
Menglan Wu with Joe Walking, Renaud Wiser and Georgia Tegou, 
photo Valerie Bennett

Andrew Dean has sold over 
20 million records as the 
songwriter and producer A 
n R’d. He started life as a 
world renowned DJ and 
later discovered Joss Stone, 
Bush and Lily Allen. He is 
the recipient of numerous 
awards, including Brits, 
Grammys and Ivor Novellos.

David McAlmont is a singer 
with 20 years experience as 
a recording artist, lyric 
consultant, teacher and 
workshop facilitator as well 
as an art historian. 

Heiko Kalmbach is a 
filmmaker, theatre director 
and video artist based in 
Berlin. His award-winning 
shorts have screened 

internationally. He is 
co-founder of the 
Berlin-based production 
company Spoonfilm and the 
performance group 
Naturaleza Humana.

Joel Newman has taught 
video at the AA since 1998. 
He exhibited video works at 
various galleries and events 
including the AA, the 
Architecture Foundation, 
Gasworks Gallery, ICA, 
Pandaemonium Biennial of 
Moving Images, Whitechapel 
Art Gallery and São Paulo 
Biennale of Alternative Art 
and Music.

Malgorzata is a London-
based dancer, choreographer 
and producer. She has 

danced with Rambert, 
Gothenburg Ballet, 
Singapore Dance Theatre, 
Peter Schaufuss Ballet and 
the Royal Danish Ballet. As 
a choreographer she has 
been commissioned to 
create work for Kettle’s 
Yard, the Serpentine Gallery 
and Rambert.

Marucio Pauly is co-artistic 
director of Distractfold and 
a founding member of the 
áltaVoz. He also teaches at 
the Royal Northern College 
of Music in Manchester. 
After studying in San José 
and in Boston, Miami and 
The Hague, he obtained a 
PhD from the University of 
Manchester’s NOVARS 
Research Centre in 2011.

Renaud Wiser has worked 
with renowned companies 
including the Geneva Ballet, 
the Ballet National de 
Marseille, Gothenburg 
Ballet, Rambert and 
Bonachela Dance Company. 
In 2013 Renaud launched 
Renaud Wiser Dance 
Company. He is co-founder 
of the New Movement 
Collective.

Steve Webb is a co-founder 
of Webb Yates Engineers. 
He has been involved with 
many exciting projects 
including the arch at 
Wembley Stadium and 
Calatrava’s Turning Torso 
tower in Malmo. 
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Trust, Truth, Integrity
We collaborate to create, to teach, to revolt. For such a collaboration to take 
place, we must be able to trust in our fellows’ abilities and integrity. This year 
AAIS will research core questions of collaboration while simultaneously using 
the very act of collaborating as the creative inspiration for the studio’s work. 
 In this context, trust is encouraged. It can arise naturally and instinctively, but 
it is just as easily misplaced. 
 Extending the idea of trust into the spatial realm, can it be defined and 
specified in design terms? Is it predictable? Can it predict? Trust is adjustable, 
but is it mechanical? Can it be systemised? Can it be plastic? Is it prone to 
collapse? What does trust have to do with truth? When applied in tandem, do 
they aid collaboration, teaching, creation or revolution? 
 Despite being an essential part of collaboration, is trusting each other 
delusional? Is trust a leap of faith? When trust is active, is ‘getting screwed’  
a by-product? More significantly, how does trust function during crises – as  
a means of navigation? 
 Are we invested with adequate reserves of trust? If the reserves are 
extant, can they facilitate friendship, collaboration, community or state?
 Who trusts a government? Does a government trust its electorate? Is it 
trusting to pay taxes? Is it trusting to vote? Is trust manipulated by a ruling 
class? Is truth moulded by powers?
 Can I trust you? Do you trust me? 



Renaud Wiser and Malgorzata Dzierzon performing in the final 
scene of XYZ/s at Watermans Arts Centre, photo Christian Küsters 



D 42

The two-year MPhil in Architecture and Urban Design (Projective Cities) seeks 
brilliant thinkers, gifted designers and critical writers with an interest in  
the future of our cities and new research careers. Offering candidates the 
opportunity to pursue original research and design across architecture,  
urban design and territorial planning, the programme prepares students for 
longer-term investigations supported by a rigorous methodological framework 
and individual supervision. Although conceived as a stand-alone degree,  
many graduates of Projective Cities choose to pursue advanced PhD studies, 
as well as teaching and research-based practices. Projective Cities advances 
design research both as an intellectual problem – exploring the relationship 
between theory and design for a changing disciplinary knowledge production 
– and as a practical problem – how design research can affect practice in new 
ways. Within these closely related investigations, equal weight is given to 
written and designed research. 
 The ambitions of the programme are framed by the propositions that the 
urban and its cultural, socio-political, environmental and economic contexts 
are defined by design operatives at different scales; and that architectural and 
urban plans are collective outcomes of these contexts. Architecture and 
urbanism are seen as symbiotic modes of enquiry driven by relevance and 
agency within a field which is defined in terms of a series of distinct diagrams 
that are always socio-political and spatial.
 The taught first year introduces students to research methods, academic 
writing, advanced analytical techniques and computation as they prepare  
for their independent dissertation projects. This is developed in the following 
year through design research, speculative proposals and critical writing,  
with the dissertation accounting for two-thirds of the programme.
projectivecities.aaschool.ac.uk

Projective cities

MPhil
20 months (five terms, 
including thesis work)

Director
Sam Jacoby

Staff
Mark Campbell
Maria Shéhérazade Giudici
Platon Issaias

Sam Jacoby holds an AA 
Diploma and a PhD from TU 
Berlin in architectural 
history and theory. He has 
worked in the UK, Germany, 
the US and Malaysia and 
has taught since 2002 at 
the AA, as well as at the 
University of Nottingham, 
the Bartlett, Staatliche 
Akademie der Bildenden 
Künste Stuttgart and Royal 
College of Art. He has 
directed Projective Cities 
since 2009.

Maria Shéhérazade Giudici 
holds a PhD from TU Delft 
and is founder of the 

publishing and educational 
platform Black Square and 
coordinator of the history 
and theory course at the 
School of Architecture at 
the RCA. Before joining the 
AA, she taught at the 
Berlage Institute and BIArch 
Barcelona and worked on 
large-scale urban plans with 
offices BAU Bucharest, 
Donis Rotterdam and 
Dogma Brussels.

Mark Campbell directs the 
MPhil in Media Practices at 
the AA School. Currently a 
visiting professor of 
architecture at Southeast 

University, Nanjing, he has 
taught at the Cooper Union, 
Princeton and Auckland 
University. Previously 
managing editor of Grey 
Room and the Cooper 
Union Archive, he is the 
author of Paradise Lost.

Platon Issaias studied 
architecture in Thessaloniki, 
Greece, and holds an MSc 
from Columbia University 
and a PhD from TU Delft. 
He is a visiting lecturer at 
the RCA and has taught at 
the Berlage Institute and in 
the MArch Urban Design 
programme at the Bartlett.



Leonhard Clemens, Exit Parliament: The Hotel as a Political 
Institution, 2016
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In an era defined by the instant transmission of information, the five-term 
taught MPhil in Media Practices questions how various types of media can 
inform and represent a reading of architecture, a discipline often characterised 
by its own laborious rate of production. Media Practices draws on a broad 
spectrum of experts and approaches to help students spark and engage in 
wider architectural discussions. Stemming from the argument that the 
conventional techniques of how architecture is produced and understood –  
ie, drawing, modelling, talking and writing – now require expansion, the 
programme considers the potential of alternative practices – such as film- and 
sound-based work, documentary and forms of publishing – to elicit a new 
investigation of contemporary architecture. Students will look to historical and 
traditional modes of architectural representation before moving their research 
into alternative and expanded practices, a trajectory ultimately leading to  
the production of a thesis that draws on diverse media practices as a means 
of investigating current disciplinary issues.
 The course aims to help students develop both the intellectual framework 
and skills-based knowledge necessary to employ a range of novel and 
unconventional practices as they begin to hone a fuller understanding of 
possibilities within the discipline. The first year provides the basis for each 
student’s final research project – through seminars, workshops and research 
modules, students will explore topics such as investigative methodologies, 
project development, contemporary discourses, documentation, archiving, 
publishing and radical architectural media practices. In the second year 
students will develop a self-initiated thesis, conceptualising and realising their 
work at an advanced graduate level. In addition to a written component, the 
thesis can take a number of forms – such as an extended photo-essay,  
cine-essay, film- or sound-based work, or non-traditional publication materials 
– thus allowing the author to test and deepen arguments through practice.
 The programme draws on the diverse and intellectually rich resources  
of the AA faculty, as well as a number of cultural institutions and invited 
consultants and collaborators including academics, writers, journalists, critics, 
publishers, sound and media artists, filmmakers, experimental documentarians 
and others. The course is directed towards students with a degree in architecture 
and an interest in developing a critical consideration of their subject.
mediapractices.aaschool.ac.uk

Media Practices

MPhil (five terms)

Director
Mark Campbell

Programme Staff
Pier Vittorio Aureli
Yoni Bentovim
Polly Braden
Mark Cousins
Reuben de Lautour
Eva Stenram 
Laura Tunbridge



Mark Campbell directs the 
MPhil in Media Practices at 
the AA School. He 
completed his PhD and MA 
as a Fulbright Scholar at 
Princeton University. 
Currently a visiting professor 
of architecture at Southeast 
University, Nanjing, he has 
taught at the Cooper Union, 
Princeton and Auckland 
University. Previously 
managing editor of Grey 
Room and the Cooper 
Union Archive, he is most 
recently the author  
of Paradise Lost  
(AA Publications).

Pier Vittorio Aureli is an 
architect and educator. His 
research and projects focus 
on the relationship between 
architectural form, political 
theory and urban history. 
He is Louis Kahn Visiting 
Professor at the School of 

Architecture at Yale 
University and the author  
of The Possibility of an 
Absolute Architecture (2011) 
and The Project of 
Autonomy: Politics and 
Architecture Within and 
Against Architecture (2008). 
He is co-founder of Dogma, 
an architectural studio 
focused on the project of 
the city.

Yoni Bentovim is an 
award-winning documentary 
filmmaker and a graduate of 
the London Film School. He 
has directed a number of 
films – from short dramas to 
broadcast television 
documentaries – and has 
collaborated on projects 
with figures such as Abbas 
Kiarostami, Ashvin Kumar 
and Etgar Keret.

Polly Braden is a 
documentary photographer 
who explores the 
relationship between 
everyday life, work, leisure 
and economics. She works 
on long-term, self-initiated 
projects and commissions 
for international 
publications. Her work has 
been widely published and 
exhibited.

Mark Cousins directs 
History and Theory Studies 
at the AA School. He was 
educated at Oxford and the 
Warburg Institute. 
Previously visiting professor 
at Columbia University, he 
is now guest professor at 
Southeast University in 
Nanjing, China.  

Reuben de Lautour is a 
composer, sound artist and 
musician. He composes and 

teaches at Istanbul 
Technical University’s 
Centre for Advanced 
Studies in Music, where he 
founded the programme in 
sonic arts.

Eva Stenram identifies as a 
photographic archaeologist, 
sifting through past and 
present artefacts, 
interacting with and 
reinterpreting the imagery 
she encounters. Her work 
has been widely exhibited 
and published.

Laura Tunbridge is associate 
professor of music at  
St Catherine’s College, 
Oxford. Dditor of the 
Journal of the Royal Musical 
Association, she is also 
completing a book on early 
recordings, radio and sound 
film.

Still from La Jetée, Chris Marker, 1962
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Doctoral studies at the AA combine advanced research with a broader 
educational agenda, preparing graduates for practice in global academic and 
professional environments. Current PhD topics encompass architectural theory 
and history, architectural urbanism, advanced architectural design, the city, 
emergent technologies and sustainable environmental design. Candidates may 
follow the traditional route of a text-based written dissertation or a studio-
based PhD in architectural design.
 PhD studies at the AA are full-time for their entire duration. This starts 
with a preparatory period during which candidates attend selected courses 
and seminars while developing their research proposals. Approval of proposals 
initiates the formal period of PhD study, which has a maximum duration of 
four years. Typically, some 30 doctoral candidates are enrolled in the 
programme in any particular year, and each one is guided by two supervisors, 
one of whom is designated as Director of Studies. Architectural history and 
theory topics are directed by Mark Cousins and Marina Lathouri. Research on 
urban and housing issues addressing policy, strategic thinking and spatial 
design is supported by Lawrence Barth, Jorge Fiori and Hugo Hinsley. 
Research in emergent technologies in architectural design, including active 
material systems and urban metabolic design, is directed by Michael 
Weinstock and George Jeronimidis. Architectural research in sustainable 
environmental design is directed by Simos Yannas and Paula Cadima.  
‘City-Architecture’, a new research strand launched in 2014, is directed by  
Pier Vittorio Aureli and based on a collaborative seminar and collective  
design agenda. 
 Applications are welcome from graduates in architecture and related 
disciplines. Applicants should hold a Masters degree or equivalent in the areas 
of their proposed research project. Enquiries should be addressed to the  
AA Admissions Office or the Chair of the PhD Committee. Applicants should 
be prepared to come to the AA School for an interview. Details of current 
research topics and bios of PhD candidates and supervisors can be viewed 
online at phd.aachool.ac.uk. 
 Tuition fee bursaries are available for highly qualified applicants. 
Opportunities for teaching at the AA School may be available to eligible PhD 
candidates once they have registered their research proposals. During their 
studies, PhD students are expected to produce work for publication including 
conference papers and journal articles. Travel bursaries are available to 
registered PhD students presenting work at external events.
 Doctoral candidates registered with another institution and post-doctoral 
scholars who wish to undertake research relating to the areas of any of the  
AA postgraduate programmes may apply to do so following the application 
procedure described in this prospectus and online. The maximum period  
of study as a visiting scholar is one academic year, for which the AA School’s 
tuition fees may apply pro-rata. 
phd.aaschool.ac.uk

PhD



PhD Directors of Studies
Pier Vittorio Aureli 
Lawrence Barth 
Mark Cousins 
Jorge Fiori
Hugo Hinsley 
George Jeronimidis 
Marina Lathouri 
Michael Weinstock
Simos Yannas (Chair, PhD 

Committee)

Supervisors 
Doreen Bernath 
Paula Cadima
Mark Campbell 
Fabrizio Gallanti
Maria Giudici
Sam Jacoby
Adrian Lahoud
Joan Ockman
Nina Power 
Eduardo Rico
Douglas Spencer 
Brett Steele
Anthony Vidler
Thomas Weaver
Thanos Zartaloudis

Gabriel Felmer, Low Energy Housing Design Prototypes  
for Different Climatic Regions of Chile – toward a strategy  
for reducing fuel poverty
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Apply today to be a part of the UK’s oldest independent 
school of architecture. 

See the AA for yourself by attending an Open Day or 
contact the Admissions office. For information about the 
interview process, applying for a bursary and to make your 
application to one of the world’s most prestigious schools 
of architecture, see page D5. 

Graduate School Open Days
Thursday 3 November 2016
Friday 13 January 2017

Please see the AA website for full event details and to 
register your interest in attending the Open Days. 

Application Deadlines
Optional Early Offers close: 
Friday 25 November 2016*
Early (Winter) applications close: 
Friday 27 January 2017*
Late (Spring) applications close: 
Friday 10 March 2017

* Applicants wishing to be considered for a bursary must 
submit their online form, English language certificate (if 
required) and portfolio before either the Optional Early-
Offer or the Early (Winter) deadline. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/graduate
graduateadmissions@aaschool.ac.uk
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Apply for 2017 – 18

Further your knowledge, skills and talent 
in postgraduate programmes offering 
advanced learning and degrees at the world’s 
most international school of architecture

www.aaschool.ac.uk/apply


