
 

   
AA School Showcases Ground-Breaking And Influential Books From Rem Koolhaas’s 

Practice, Office For Metropolitan Architecture 

 - Exhibition reveals key role of books as a revolutionary architectural form -  
 - Books from OMA archive on public display for the first time - 

20 April 2010, London: The Architectural Association School is mounting the first ever 
retrospective of the books produced by the Office for Metropolitan Architecture – a practice co-
founded by a writer, Rem Koolhaas, largely on the basis of a book, Delirious New York (1978). 
The centrepiece of the show is a specially-made 40,000-page book, binding together 
hundreds of OMA’s pamphlets and books made over 35 years of architectural thought, work 
and provocation. OMA Book Machine: The Books of OMA runs from 8 May until 4 June 
2010 at the AA School Gallery.  

Many OMA books – like S,M,L,XL (1995) and Exodus or the Voluntary Prisoners of 
Architecture (made by the founders of OMA in 1975, and submitted by Koolhaas as his fifth-
year thesis at the AA) – have had a decisive impact on architectural practice and book 
publishing in general. Others, like MoMA Charrette, made for the (lost) competition to expand 
New York’s Museum of Modern Art in 1997, have remained hidden in the OMA archive. By 
compiling and presenting the depth and relentlessness of OMA’s dedication to the making of 
books as a still-revolutionary architectural form, OMA Book Machine reveals how central 
books remain to architecture today. 

Curated and edited by AA director Brett Steele and AA art director Zak Kyes in collaboration 
with the OMA Archive Collection, Book Machine offers a hitherto unseen retrospective not only 
of a key architectural office of our time, but of architectural culture itself, which has long been 
defined by and circulated through books and the printed page – a medium that today is 
undergoing profound, even revolutionary, changes. 

The 40,000-page compendium, Books of OMA, made after painstaking archeology in the OMA 
archive, brings together a vast selection of the bound volumes made by OMA and its think 
tank, AMO. It is inspired by the Acquis Communitaire – the 80,000-page collection of 
European laws and regulations defining the workings of the European Union – that OMA 
produced and presented in its Image of Europe exhibition in Brussels in 2004. 

The most recent product of OMA’s Book Machine is Al Manakh 2: Gulf Cont’d, the second 
installment in a guide to the Gulf region, this time focusing on the impact of the financial crisis 
and the increasing interconnectedness of the region nevertheless. Al Manakh 2: Gulf Cont’d 
will be launched at the AA Bookshop simultaneously with the exhibition – and will be found at 
the very end of the OMA Acquis. 

Coinciding with OMA Book Machine will be an exhibition in the AA’s Front Members Room on 



the work of Bedford Press, the newly formed imprint of AA Publications established to print 
and distribute small publications featuring the work of students, writers, artists and designers. 
Adjacent to this show, the AA’s bar will display a large selection of one-off books made by AA 
students in recent years as part of their studies. Spring 2010 at the AA presents a season of 
books and aims to demonstrate the enduring importance of books as, and not only in, the 
architecture of our time. 

OMA Book Machine: The Books of OMA  
8 May – 4 June 2010  
AA Gallery, 36 Bedford Square, London, WC1B 3ES. 

Private view Friday 7 May 2010 6.30pm  
Open to the public from Saturday 24 April to Friday 29 May 2010  

Opening times Monday to Friday 10.00am – 7.00pm; Saturday 10.00am – 3.00pm  

  

Hi-res picture download 

 

  

Publications 
 
Download hi-res picture 

http://mediacentre.kallaway.co.uk/pics/architectural/hires/Publications.jpg


 

  

1978 Delirious New York Cover 
 
Download hi-res picture 

 

  

Credit: © OMA sketches for the preliminary 
design of S,M,L,XL From OMA by OMA, 
unpublished booklet, 1989 
 
Download hi-res picture 

 

 
Press information 

Press releases and high resolution images can be downloaded from 
http://www.kallaway.co.uk/architectural-association-school.htm  

For further information please contact Anna Cusden: 020 7221 7883 / 
anna.cusden@kallaway.com 

Notes to Editors 
The Architectural Association School is the world’s most renowned international and influential 
school of architecture. Since 1847 it has pioneered a belief in architecture as profession, 
culture and form of human enquiry and is credited with fostering the creation of worldwide 
leaders of architecture.  
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AA School alumni include architectural leaders Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord Rogers, Will 
Alsop and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, direct 
intervention in cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, the 
school brings together disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights.  The AA School 
is celebrated worldwide as an imaginative setting for architectural culture. 
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