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PRESS RELEASE 

27 March 2012 

Future Forest and The Big Shed  

� Architectural Association opens new Assembly Workshop at Hooke Park, Dorset  
 
� Designed by AA School students as part of the Hooke Park Masterplan 
 
� First project of new ‘Design & Make’ masters architecture course  
 
� Press Day 27 April 11:00 - 16:00 
 
� Images - http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/Downloads/press_releases/HOOKE_PARK_BIG_SHED.zip 
 

Four years ago, the Architectural Association School of Architecture (AA) began shaping its vision for the 
future development of Hooke Park, embarking on our new Design and Make graduate design programme and 
invest in the creation of a rural campus, woodland and park for the benefit of its students, visitors and local 
communities. Our vision establishes an environment and ethos, out of which will emerge a newly relevant, 
student-led and ecologically sound, experimental and rural architecture. 

27 April sees the opening of the ‘Big Shed’, a 500sqm Assembly Workshop designed by students of the AA’s 
new Design & Make masters course. Constructed from locally sourced larch, this experimental project was 
developed in collaboration between those students, a summer volunteer workforce, regional timber framing 
expertise and local crafts-people. In using low-value timber from surrounding woodlands, the project 
resurrects the ambition of earlier experimental and prototype buildings at Hooke Park (see notes below).  

The building structure of the Big Shed, engineered by consultants Atelier One, has pioneered the use of high-
capacity screwed connections within large round-wood trusses. Developed through an experimental testing 
collaboration with Bath University, this approach allows trees to be used ‘in-the-round’ in complex structures 
without the need for major engineering processing. It demonstrates an approach to building that maximises 
the use of local resources and minimises reliance on industrial production of building components. 

The Assembly Workshop provides a new, sheltered fabrication and assembly space for the Design & Make 
course, and will be used for full-scale prototyping, testing, pre-assembly and other research into architectural 
systems. Over the coming decade, its core output will be the series of student-designed-and-built campus 
buildings, that continues in 2012 with the construction of a small accommodation lodge that is being designed 
by the current student cohort. 
 
The AA Graduate School’s Design & Make course was established in 2010 as a new and unique Graduate 
Design programme, which seeks to develop new and alternative methods of architectural design that 
integrate full-scale making. It is a new model of architectural education in which students are fully engaged in 
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the design and realisation of actual buildings. By living, designing and building on the woodland site, they have 
a unique opportunity to learn by generating architecture in direct response to the environmental conditions of 
the site and the timber material available from the woodland. The programme brings UK and international 
students together to share their experience at Hooke, creating a unique, valuable learning environment.   
 
The schedule of investment in buildings, education and the Design and Make programme has been made 
possible by the generous contribution of two major gifts, the Norah Garlick Bequest and the   A V Custerson 
Legacy. 

Press Day 27 April 11:00 – 16:00, Hooke Park, Beaminster, Dorset, DT8 3PH 
Contacts: Esther McLaughlin 020 7887 4090 or esther.mclaughlin@aaschool.ac.uk or Nicola Quinn 020 7887 
4033 or nicolaqu@aaschool.ac.uk 
 
About Hooke Park 
 
Hooke Park is a 350-acre working forest in Dorset, south west England, that is owned and operated by the 
Architectural Association. Designated as ancient woodland, it contains a small educational facility centred on a 
woodworking workshop that was built in the 1980s and 1990s as a furniture and forestry college. Hooke Park 
has been part of the AA since 2002. In 2010 an outline planning permission was granted for a 2150sqm 
extension to the campus, comprising new teaching, workshop and accommodation facilities.  

The earlier existing buildings at Hooke Park, designed by collaborations between ABK, Frei Otto, Buro Happold 
and Edward Cullinan, are remarkable demonstrations of an intelligent approach to maximising the forest’s 
resource – by using green round-wood poles provided by forest thinning; a silvicultural waste product.  
 
About the Architectural Association School of Architecture 
The AA School is the world’s most renowned international and influential school of architecture. Since 1847, 
the AA has pioneered a belief in architecture as a profession, culture and a unique form of human enquiry. The 
School has for decades been home to students and teachers who have gone on to become worldwide leaders 
of architectural and design practice and thinking. AA School alumni include Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord 
Rogers, Will Alsop, Cedric Price and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, 
direct intervention in cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, the School 
brings together disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights. The AA School is celebrated worldwide 
as an imaginative setting for architectural culture. 
 
AA School website: http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/   
Design & Make website: http://designandmake.aaschool.ac.uk/ 
Press Section: http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/press/ 
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