
FIRST WORKS BY SOME OF THE WORLD’S LEADING ARCHITECTS REVEAL 
ORIGINS OF CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE 

- First works by Norman Foster + Richard Rogers, Renzo Piano, Herzog & DeMeuron 

and Zaha Hadid included in AA School exhibition – 

 

1 October 2009, London:  First works by some of the world’s most celebrated and 

influential architects will be showcased in a new Architectural Association School exhibition 

(7 November –13 February) providing a fascinating insight into the long-term interests, 

agendas and even obsessions of key figures in contemporary architecture.  The exhibition 

will trace the origins of contemporary architecture through the formative projects of architects 

during the 1960s and 70s and includes work by Norman Foster + Richard Rogers, Renzo 

Piano, Herzog & DeMeuron and Zaha Hadid, Archigram, Rem Koolhaas, Toyo Ito, Aldo 

Rossi and many others, allowing reconsideration of practices better known through their 

current or later works.  

 

During the 1960s and 70s, new generations of architects began their careers amidst a 

period of profound social change, new conditions to architecture and the city, and lasting 

changes to popular forms of culture and its production.  FIRST WORKS tells the story of this 

period and re-asses the conditions of architecture and the beginnings of architectural 

careers today through a selection of projects world-wide undertaken during this period. It 

also brings into focus the arrival of a generation of architects that went on to and continues 

to profoundly influence architecture today. 

 

At a time when beginning a career in architecture and working as a young architect is under 

going great change and experimentation, FIRST WORKS provides a timely opportunity to 

reassess some of the world’s most important and vital projects and personalities today. 

 

The exhibition presents ‘first works’ by Archigram, Archizoom, Aldo Rossi, Alvaro Siza, 

Cedric Price, Robert Venturi, Norman Foster + Richard Rogers, Paul Virilio + Claude Parent, 

Rafael Moneo, Renzo Piano, Peter Eisenman, Coop Himelb(l)au, Toyo Ito, Rem Koolhaas, 

Tom Mayne + Michael Rotondi, Bernard Tschumi, Herzog & de Meuron, Morphosis and 

Zaha Hadid. 

 

 

 



The exhibition is made up of original architectural drawings, sketches, publications and 

models and the show will open with a recreation of Bernard Schumi’s 1974 Fireworks 

performance. It is accompanied by a monograph, First Works, published by AA Publications, 

256 pp. full-colour.  

 

The exhibition is curated by the architect Francisco Gonzalez de Canales and Brett Steele, 

director of the AA School. 

 

 

Exhibition Information 

FIRST WORKS  

November 7 - December 12 2009 and continues January 11 – February 13 2010 

AA Exhibition Gallery & Front Members’ Room 

Architectural Association, 36 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3ES 

Information 020 7887 4145 / aaschool.ac.uk 

 

Press information 
 
• Press releases and high resolution images can be downloaded from 
http://www.kallaway.co.uk/architectural-association-school.htm 
 
• For further information please contact Anna Cusden: 020 7221 7883 / 
anna.cusden@kallaway.co.uk 

 

 

The AA School 
 
 
The Architectural Association School is the world's most renowned international and 

influential school of architecture. Since 1847 it has pioneered a belief in architecture as 

profession, culture and form of human enquiry and is credited with fostering the creation of 

worldwide leaders of architecture. 

 

AA School alumni include architectural leaders Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord Rogers, 

Will Alsop and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, 

direct intervention in cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, 

the school brings together disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights. The AA 

School is celebrated worldwide as an imaginative setting for architectural culture. 



 

Brett Steele� 

Brett is the Director of the AA School of Architecture, AA Publications and the AA Public 

Programme. He is the founder and former Director of the AADRL Design Research Lab, the 

innovation team and network based M.Arch programme at the AA. He is a frequent visiting 

lecturer and design critic at schools, public and private institutions around the world and is 

the editor of numerous publications including 'Negotiate My Boundary' (London 2002) and 

'Corporate Fields' (London 2005). His articles have appeared in Arts and Architecture 

Magazines and publications including Arch+, Monocle, Icon Magazine, in a range of 

newspapers, the BBC and in other media. For further information please visit 

www.brettsteele.net 

 

Francisco Gonzalez de Canales 
Francisco Gonzalez de Canales studied architecture at ETSA Seville, ETSA Barcelona and 

Harverd University, and worked for Foster+Partners and Rafael Moneo before establishing 

award winning practice Canales & Lombardero. Mr Gonzalez de Canales teaches 

Intermediate Unit 8 and Histories and Theories MA at the Architectural Association and has 

previously lectured in England, Mexico, Spain and the USA. An active architectural critic, he 

has directed the architectural magazine Neutra and is currently AACP coordinator at the AA. 

He has recently completed his PhD on the radical domestic self-experimentations of the 

1940s and 1950s. 
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