
 
 

 
 

Architectural Association School Partners Venice to Launch Energy As Form 
- A daring investigation at the forefront of world energy issues - 

 

Leading Collaboration 
The Architecture Association School is the world’s most renowned international and 

influential school of architecture. Since 1847 it has pioneered a belief in architecture as 

profession, culture and form of human enquiry and is credited with fostering the creation of 

worldwide leaders of architecture.   

 

AA School alumni include architectural leaders Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord Rogers, 

Will Alsop and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, 

direct intervention in cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, 

the school brings together disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights.  The AA 

School is celebrated worldwide as an imaginative setting for architectural culture. 

 

Energy as Form 
Energy as Form is a new initiative commissioned by the AA School, demonstrating its 

commitment to leading rather than reacting to contemporary world challenges. Led by 

Stefano Rabolli Pansera its focus on the theme of global energy derives from the urgency 

with which the issue has been raised in political, economic and cultural debates but not in 

architectural ones. The project will be a ‘creative laboratory’, engaging a variety of 

disciplines including art, architecture and science, to address one of the world’s most 

pressing issues.  
 

Energy as Form will be launched at the Bauer Hotel in Venice at 10:30am on 5th June 2009 

by AA School Director Brett Steele and Cluster Curator Stefano Rabolli Pansera, in the 

company of Venetian cultural institutions.  The two-year programme will consist of a 

groundbreaking series of workshops, installations, exhibitions, discussions and debates. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Energy as Form Collaborations 
Collaborators on the project include superstars from the worlds of art, architecture and 

science and include: 

• Architects: Goswin Schwendinger, Andrea Branzi, Pier Vittorio Aureli, Vittorio 

Pizzigoni, Johannes Kaeferstein, Jurg Conzett, Pier Alain Croiset, Julian Loffler, 

Rubens Azevedo, Eyal Weizman and Elias Zenghelis. 

 

• Artists: Massimo Bartolini, Francesco Vezzoli, David Claerbout, Alberto Garutti, 

Attila Csorgo, Peter Liversidge, Ceal Floyer and Cyprien Gaillard. 

 

• Scientists: Physicists from the Imperial College in London, Biologists from 

Cambridge University and Mathematicians from the CERN Institute in Geneva. 

 

• Galleries:  Frith Street Gallery, Galleria Continua, A Palazzo Gallery, Anthony 

Reynolds Gallery, Galleria Minini, Gregor Podnar Gallery, Ingleby Gallery, Niels Bosh 

Jensen Gallery and Laura Bartlett Gallery.  

 

Stefano Rabolli Pansera, Curator, Energy as Form says: “I’m extremely excited about the 

possibilities that this investigation holds.  I believe that architecture has the power to direct 

other disciplines, rather than react - to set the agenda for one of our most important 

contemporary issues and to inspire real change.” 

 

A partnership with Venice 
Its physical location has always made Venice an international meeting point for visionaries 

and thinkers - it has a recognised role as a cradle of scientific, architectural and artistic 

debate. Venice is also home to a number of future focused businesses and has off-shore oil 

drilling operations close to the city. Venice and its cultural institutions encouraged this 

partnership with the AA School and the attention it brings to considering the future of the city 

and its unique challenges and perspectives.  

 



 
 
 

 

Pieralvise Zorzi said: “Venice has a tradition of creativity and innovation: it is just natural 

that such an event should take place here.” 

 

Stefano Saglia, Undersecretary for Energy, Italy says: “We need to consider energy as a 

resource rather than a problem. The recent G8 summit in Rome has finally defined a new 

approach to energy as a resource for the whole economic system and as a strategic solution 

to climate change.  The Italian Government aims to guarantee energy security, reduce 

prices for consumers and devise a new plan to fulfil the energy needs of the two billion 

people around the world who live in poverty.”  

 

Brett Steele, Director, The AA School says: “Energy as Form represents our belief in 

unexpected opportunities for the discovery of fresh ideas, collaborations and new ways of 

learning. This is a time of major world disorder - and not just man-made disaster.  The last 

ten years have been great for architecture as a profession but unfulfilling in terms of 

research, experimentation and future architectural vision.  Boom times create deadlines with 

no freedom outside rigid production boundaries.  I hope over the next decade, through 

projects and partnerships such as this, we will see a return to the radical innovation led by 

architects alongside the arts and sciences during the 1970s – a time when originality 

flourished and we produced some of the most internationally recognised architects today.” 

 

For further press information please contact Katie Jackson: katie.jackson@kallaway.co.uk / 

020 7221 7883 
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Biographies 
 
Stefano Rabolli Pansera 

Stefano Rabolli Pansera graduated with honours from the AA School and then worked for 

two years at Herzog & de Meuron.  He has been AA Intermediate 5 Unit Master since 2007 

and has lectured in Naples, Seoul and Barcelona. He is the founder of Rabolli Pansera Ltd, 

an architectural practice with projects in the UK, Italy and the US. 

 

Brett Steele 

Brett is the Director of the AA School of Architecture, AA Publications and the AA Public 

Programme.  He is the founder and former Director of the AADRL Design Research Lab, the 

innovation team and network based M.Arch programme at the AA.  He is a frequent visiting 

lecturer and design critic at schools, public and private institutions around the world and is 

the editor of numerous publications including ‘Negotiate My Boundary’ (London 2002) and 

‘Corporate Fields’ (London 2005).  His articles have appeared in Arts and Architecture 

Magazines and publications including Arch+, Monocle, Icon Magazine, in a range of 

newspapers, the BBC and in other media.  For further information please visit 

www.brettsteele.net  

 
Notes  
 

An Association of Architects 
The AA School sits within the wider context of the worldwide membership of the 

Architectural Association.  Founded in 1847 by a ‘group of troublesome students’, its 

membership has since grown to over 3200 worldwide.  The School is about to embark on a 

major capital project to expand its historic home on Bedford Square and create a single 

unified campus for the 21st Century where it can continue to lead architectural education and 

welcome international public visitors and audiences interested in shaping the future of 

architecture, cities and natural resources. 

 

 

 



 
 
The AA’s research cluster initiative, launched by the AA Director in 2005 formalises the 

school’s ongoing interest in contemporary collaboration, design and research interests. Over 

the past four years, research clusters have addressed a broad range of contemporary 

challenges, including new digital and fabrication techniques, cross- disciplinary ways of 

learning and emerging technologies in relation to the environment. This research has been 

opened up to an international audience through exhibitions, publications and symposia.  

 

Energy as Form sits in a decades-long legacy of experimentation and collaboration that has 

allowed the AA to create ground-breaking forms of best-practice out of many landmark 

personalities and projects emerging from the School, its students and teachers.  From 

Archigram in the 1960s to the Office of the Metropolitan Architecture (OMA) in the 1970s, 

the collaborative experimentation of NATO in the 1980s to the formation of team based 

learning and teaching of the AA’s Research Lab founded at the school in the 1990s, the 

principle of shared enquiry and exploration spans across the entire spectrum of the AA 

School. 

 

Energy as Form is part of an extensive public programme at Bedford Square, which includes 

Projects Review - the annual summer compendium of student work; the Inter 2 Pavilion – 

the school’s annual competition to design and facilitate a timber pavilion; the AAIS Salon 

exhibition and Conversation Series – on the theme of cross-disciplinary collaborations; as 

well as a regular programme of monthly exhibitions by renowned artists, architects and 

students. 

 

On 3 July 2009, the school will unveil this year’s winning student pavilion: Driftwood.  

Exploring feasibility and sustainability, it will be situated in the southwest corner of Bedford 

Square, WC1 and will be showcased alongside the entire schools' Projects Review 

exhibition. 

 

For further information on the Architectural Association School please visit 

www.aaschool.ac.uk or contact the Director’s Office on director@aaschool.ac.uk  

 

END TO ALL 

 


