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AGENDA

[Female]
Home security
Gated housing
Gated housing
Gated housing
Desert highway
Track housing
Gardener
Sprinkler system
Drought
Drought
Burning Prius on the highway

[Male]
Yes certainly
Just follow me over here to the customer care aisle

[Female]
I’m stuck in traffic right now...
I’m at 24 hour fitness

[Male]
Hi, what can I get you today?

[Female]
Can I please have an iced latte with soy milk please?

[Male]
You got it

The city has certainly seen its share of violence in a long time

24 hours new service, live coverage round the clock
Stay tuned to CBS and WBTB for immediate updates

WBTB - your 24 hour news channel

A dumpster?

Burning Prius (For The World) - full lyrics, James Ferraro, 2015
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Views from the Neutra VDL, Photograph by David Hartwell
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During the academic year 2019-20, Experimental Unit 12 (EX12) students 
will tackle the design of a house. Starting with research, pursuing with a 
site-specific house and concluding with an attempt at generalizing their 
proposal, they will explore the relationship between the current techno-
logical context and domestic life. One of the immediate and easy-to-grasp 
consequences of this technological shift is the question of the mediation of 
architecture’s visual appearance through omnipresent interfacing devices: 
this requalification of the optical reception of buildings will be our starting 
point. 

A house or a home?

Draw me a house. A job for a 4-year-old’s where they’d shine. A pitched roof, 
a family situation, smoke coming out of the chimney and a tree with curly hair. 
But, say, kid, I asked for a house. Why’d you draw a home?

Why is the house deeply associated with the place of permanent residency? 
A plethora of “homes” exist. Velázquez’ Meninas depicts a home. The cave of 
Lascaux was “home” to something.

But a house stands by itself. It stands as a proof. The proof that your model is 
a functioning one.

Of course, therein lies the problem. The house in itself constitutes an accusa-
tion against the world. It says out loud: “under my dominion, peace ensues”. 

What are the attributes of such object? What defines a house?

At this stage, we have three directions along which to explore. 

As mentioned before, the first one is the deep intertwinement between the 
built archetype of the house and its symbolic social counterpart, the home.

The second one is its sheltering quality. As a rupture with its surroundings, the 
house not only provides protection at a high environmental cost, but also pro-
poses an escape from determinism as we need it to stay alive. While at first 
the roof appears as the most representative element of this aspect, we will see 
that the lock bares a significant role in managing our relation to the outside.

The third one concerns its economic value in so far that the house together 
with the land it is built on, is considered as a stable if not increasing financial 
asset. So not only does it store most the physical goods of the owner, it also 
stores its own value on the market. It is inevitable that we look at the diver-
gence between the house’s use value and its exchange value.

As we keep researching and reacting to the world surrounding us today, these 
three directions are just a starting point and their number will undoubtedly in-
crease throughout the year. There is urgency to find alternatives to the current 
models of housing as we are steering towards a double crisis of environmental 
and economic instability. Coupled with a fundamental technological shift, that 
blurs the boundaries between fact and fiction, it renders the reproduction of 
existing models not only unfeasible but possibly dangerous.

This year, the most difficult task awaits you. Draw me a house.
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BRIEF

PART 1: RESEARCH

Each student will be assigned by preference or randomisation one of the 
original Case Study houses around Los Angeles, California, an architecturally 
significant historical building and one theoretical text (See annex for the list). 
These houses will be analysed carefully and documented. The documentation 
will be done according to representational norms defined by the team. The 
theoretical text will be presented by the student to the rest of the group and 
will be discussed. 

Houses 

Each student will produce two surveys which are compiled into a book format. 
The historically significant house survey is done in the library, but the case 
study house survey will also include a site visit at the end of the first term. 
Students will spend time on site, recording the surroundings of the house and 
investigating how the site affects the house and how the house affects the site. 
The site will most certainly have changed and it is expected to keep changing 
over time: this temporal aspect must taken into account. How were the views 
from the building initially? What of the climatic condition? Has the building 
been renovated or extended? Looking into the cultural aspects and their rele-
vance is also of utmost importance to understand how they affected the parti-
tioning of the early-mid 20th century household.

Puzzles

Parallel to the historical and theoretical research, students will be assigned 
a set of exercises in the form of “spatial puzzles”. The resolution of these 
so-called puzzles will start to build up into a method for further tasks. These 
puzzles are a foretaste of the design process and are essential to establish a 
shared understanding of space.

Each house should have the following documentation:
1:50 Plans, Section and Elevations
Partition Diagram
Material Library

Task: Produce two studies or surveys that are compiled to a book format.

Programme: Term 1, The Book will be completed before Term 2 begins in Jan-
uary 2020.

CSH 20 photographed by J. Shulman; Miquela, a virtual celebrity; Jean-Nicolas-Louis Durand, plan typology analysis 



Experimental 12

Architectural Association
Experimental 12

PART 2: A HOUSE IN A CONTEXT

The Design

In the first true individual design task of the year, the students will design a 
house anchored in a defined site. This design of this house will have to ac-
count for the actual context and strive to be a contemporary response (see for 
example “contemporary” in Giorgio Agamben’s sense – a form of co-temporal-
ity) to what can be called a normative lifestyle. The dichotomy between online 
and offline operations, between privacy and social media will be key in defin-
ing the cultural context to the proposal. Materiality and geometry will also have 
to be questioned radically: we will look for default conditions and verify their 
adequacy.

While analogies are not part of our methodology, we do work with abstraction. 
The way we define abstraction is a direct consequence of our background in 
programming: an abstraction is a reductive model of a real object which allows 
for its rapid manipulation. 

The formulation of these models will allow for a modular approach to architec-
ture elements, be they material, spatial or of any other kind. These elements 
will be defined through their attributes, methods, interrelations and scope. 

The Site

The world is presenting itself in a very different way to the eyes of an archi-
tect-to-be today than it was in the 1940-60s California when the Case Study 
Houses were designed and built. It is worth to remember that the golden hills 
of California and the vistas which are one of the main traits of all of these 
houses have existed long before the American Frontier and the unsuing ide-
alisation of the American Dream. Post 1940s Californian economy has been 
largely based in electronics, technology and aerospace industries. Hollywood’s 
film industry has documented the area notoriously for a century by mixing fic-
tion and reality, and creating some of the most famous architectural icons as a 
by-products. It is precisely against this backdrop that we will look at the Case 
Study Houses. 

Similarly to what we experience today, the cities were facing a sudden pres-
sure for densification or expansion. The existing housing needed to develop to 
be able to withhold the incoming influx of people, for example soldiers coming 
back from the wars or people moving from agricultural industries towards the 
new jobs in technological industries in the cities. 

The Democratic Forest series by photographer William Eggleston 1980s
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Edward Burtynsky, ‘Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Reser-
vation / Suburb, Scottsdale, Arizona’ (detail), 2011

Facebook Headquarters, 1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park, 
San Mateo County, California 2011

In a comparable while certainly not identical way, the American economy was 
shifting. Strong investments from the state modified the American society and 
a strong middle class formed in a context of relative peace on American soil. 
While the case study houses were certainly not designed for the commoner, 
they were designed as prototypes, containing structures for a new way of life.

The case study houses were prototypes for housing the growing population in 
the city of the future. The materials and techniques used in the construction 
were mostly borrowed from other architectural typologies such as industrial 
production, thus making their construction more efficient and economical than 
a more traditional house construction.

Following the research in to the two houses and theoretical text, current tech-
nological and cultural contexts, every student will create their own mini brief 
defining the site, climate and program for their own house proposal. This build-
ing will be drawn following the format defined during the research phase. For 
the 3rd years the first design will form the basis of the Technical Studies which 
will be an “early submission” in March 2020.

Each house should have the following documentation:

1:50 Plans, Section and Elevations
Partition Diagram
Material Library
1:5 Detail drawings
Site Analysis
Environmental Impact Assessment and a 
Physical Model

Task: Research and define a context and design a house around that context. 
The design is compiled to a book format which for 3rd years is also the techni-
cal submission. For both 2nd and 3rd year students the book will be complet-
ed and submitted on Friday 6th of March

Programme: Final weeks of Term 1 and Term 2 until March

The Frank House - Case Study House 25. Designed by Killingsworth Brady and Smith in 1962
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PART 3: A SITELESS HOUSE, where we generalize.

“House must be judged on the basis of its appropriateness to the idea, and 
that its contributions are things to be derived from it rather than things existing 
precisely within it”. CSH 8, Charles and Ray Eames 1949 Arts and Architec-
ture magazine. 

The second house will be designed for the masses. As the original case study 
houses, they become more than the sum of their parts. Where the physical 
house was for a single occupant, the model and ideas represented in the de-
sign were proposing a general model. 

The basis for each of the designs is the understanding of the first building as 
a system, default geometry, materials and a set of connective details. This in-
formation is extracted and compiled as a dataset. The proposed buildings are 
more or less automatically constructed through a series of partitions or spac-
es: elements that are either on or off, planes that are either solid, translucent 
or transparent, frames that are structural or non-structural, surfaces that are 
textured or non-textured, materials that protect or insulate, materials that block 
the sounds or materials that enhance them.

The second house designs of the year will echo the first structures with similar 
attention to detail and focus on the reality and materiality but instead of being 
anchored in a physical site, they will be based in the abstract space. These 
studies will take positions and formulate questions on topics around, at the 
very least, technology, materiality and form. 

Additional Output

Similarly, as the original case study house program, which were commissioned 
by Arts and Architecture magazine, (PIN-UP or if not then Dazed, Domus, 
ArchDaily or Dezeen – Eva to advise?) is commissioning the 2020 editions 
of the case study houses made by the unit. This collaboration with media will 
give the students the possibility to present their final images and plans to the 
architectural community and beyond.

A final exhibition will be also arranged outside the school in a gallery or bien-
nale setting to showcase the siteless houses and the collective research of the 
unit.  

SWAP Architekten, GRAPE shape gram mar library, imple men ta tion of the Pal la dian gram mar (2010)

Biosphere 2, “The Second Earth Experiment” located in Oracle, Arizona, (1987-1991)
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Each proposal should have the following documentation:

Rendered Images
1:50 Plans, Section and Elevations
Partition Diagram
Digital Material Library
1:5 Detail drawings
3D Print and cast models 
VR Model
Each proposal should have the following documentation:
Rendered Images
1:50 Plans, Section and Elevations
Partition Diagram
Digital Material Library
1:5 Detail drawings
3D Print and cast models 
VR Model

Task: Produce an architectural proposal and to formulate a project with an 
argument supported by a set of documentation. A highly detailed 3D model of 
the structure. It is suggested that the student will test and use current technol-
ogies such as automation, machine learning or robotics to assist the design 
process although no previous experience or knowledge in this area is nec-
essary. The use of these technologies and techniques, from 3D modelling to 
hand sketching will be taught during the year.

The design is compiled then to a set of documents ready for publication and a 
VR model which is presented in an exhibition. 

Programme: Term 2 and 3 until end of the year June 2020.

Six N. Five,The Wait. Atelier Aveus (2018)

Sketch of the plan of Le Cabanon by Le CorbusierFumoir (jeanbaptisteparis) by jeanbaptisteparis (flickr) Tags: forum performing 
arts philosophy paf performingartsforum sterme

The temporary Batcave, The Dark knight Rises (2012)
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ANNEX

Workshops:
Plans, Proportions and Puzzles
3D scanning, printing and casting
From Rhino to VR workshop
Rendering vs Analogue Photography

Bibliography:
Tragsysteme Structure Systems, Hegel Eino
Wege und Wegräume, Paths and Passages, Hans Dieter Schaal
Blueprints for Modern Living: History and Legacy of the Case Study Houses, ed. Elizabeth AB 
Smith
Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological Reproducibility”, in: Selected 
Writings 3, 1935-1938
Raumplan Versus Plan Libre Adolf Loos Le Corbusier, ed. Risselada Max
Elements of Architecture, Rem Koolhaas
Architecture Without Architects: A Short Introduction to Non-pedigreed Architecture, Bernard 
Rudofsky
Ways of Seeing, John Berger

Netflix/Youtube:
Lo and Behold, Reveries of the Connected World, Werner Herzog
HyperNormalisation, Adam Curtis
Mulholland Drive, David Lynch
Holly Herndon on process | Loop

Sounds:
Iliac Suite, Lejaren Hiller
nimiia vibié, Jenna Sutela
Oblivious, Yona
Visions of Space, Ivan Paz

Estimated Costs:
12£ /month Dropbox Plus account
50£ /month a budget including materials, printing
1500£  An estimated cost of the Unit Trip to California including flights, hotels and visits. (See 
travel bursaries from AA Student Forum for mediating these costs if needed)

Selected Theoretical Texts: 
Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological Reproducibility”, in: Selected 
Writings 3, 1935-1938
The invisible committee, To our friends
Reinier de Graaf, Architecture is now a tool of capital
Foucault, Discipline and Punish, Part I Torture
Tristan Garcia, The Circle of Technology [FR]
Fredric Jameson, Utopia as method (in Gordon Utopia/dystopia)
Donna Haraway, Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: Making Kin, 
2015
Victor Hugo, Ceci tuera cela, Livre V, Chapitre 2 Notre-Dame de Paris, 1831
Marshall McCluhan, Medium is the message, 1964
Negarestani, TBC
Mafredo Tafuri, Toward a critique of Architectural Ideology
Raymond Williams, The Morality of Improvement
Wittman, Introduction

Selected Historical Houses:
Oplontis Villa A (100 B.C.-A.D. 250)
Villa Foscari, Andrea Palladio (1558-1560)
Der Neuer Pavillon, Schinkel (1824-1825)
Deanery Garden, Edwin Lutyens, (1899)
Rue Franklin Apartments, Auguste Perret (1903)
Adolf Loos, Tristan Tzara House, Paris (1925-1926)
Melnikov House, Konstantin Melnikov (1927-1929)
Villa Savoye, Le Corbusier (1928-1931)
Lemke House, Mies van der Rohe (1932 - 1933)
Farnsworth House, Mies van der Rohe (1945-1951)
Koetalo, Muuratsalo, Alvar Aalto (1952-1954)
Steimel House, Oswald Mathias Ungers with K.L. Dietzsch (1961-1962)
Diamond House A, John Hejduk (1963)
Villa 2, Sverre Fehn (1963-1964)
Villa Caccia, Mario Botta (1970-1971)
Capsule House K, Kurokawa (1972)
Villa dall’Ava, OMA (1985 - 1991)
Antivilla, Brandlhuber+Emde, Burlon (2010-2015)
Muji Hut (2017)


