
Interested in teaching at the AA Summer Architecture School?  
 
The Summer Architecture School is an exciting opportunity for those interested in teaching 
within the AA environment. We welcome applications from a broad spectrum of disciplines, 
and encourage unexpected combinations from as little as two tutors per unit to a larger group 
consisting of varied expertise. The teaching is intensive, and you should assume that 
students will need to be met with every day for the duration of three weeks, though how you 
organize the time is a matter of choice and convenience for each team. All tutors are 
expected to attend the introduction days, a morning of induction courses, an interim 
presentation held on the second Tuesday, a half-day seminar and the final presentation.  
 
If you are interested in teaching this year, please submit, either via email or by post, an 
application that is no more than three pages of A4 in length that includes your CV or bios. 
Some of the important aspects to consider before applying are:  
 
AUDIENCE  
There will be up to six ʻunitsʼ, with each unit consisting of between 10 — 16 students. They 
will have a uniquely diverse background, some having studied architecture for as much as 5 
years, whilst others will be coming from completely different backgrounds. Ages have in the 
past ranged from 16-50 (although minimum age is now 18), with as many as 35 nationalities 
from all over the world. As such, the horizon of teaching is not school level, under or post-
graduate; rather it is a unique combination that requires elasticity in the brief.  
 
STUDIO  
The Summer School is a studio-based course that encourages a challenging interaction 
between ideas and making. Rather than encourage the cult of individual students, we push for 
group-based projects that exploit the special characteristics of the studentsʼ backgrounds and 
characters. The AA has computing facilities, a wood/metal/plastic workshop, and audio/visual 
equipment available during the course, as well as possible access to the Digital Prototyping 
Lab. The working studios will be adjacent to these facilities, and are open from morning to 
evening five days of the week, plus a gradual opening over the weekend. The studios should 
be seen as a live-working environment to be taken over by the work of the students.  
 
CULTURE  
The culture of the Summer School is an inquisitive, experimental practice based on 
collaborations. Students come with various motives and means, each one as valid as the 
next. London is a brilliant setting against which ideas and experiments can be tested.  
 
BRIEF  
Each year we set an overall theme to guide the tutors and students. This allows everyone to 
find comparative means with which to judge their work in relation to others. We ask 
prospective tutors to respond to the brief and its theme. Those that do not, stand a less likely 
chance to be successful in their application.  
 
This year the title and theme is:  
STORIES FROM THE CITY 
“Fiction reveals truth that reality obscures.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
As construction remains stagnant following the global-economic-meltown, fabrication of an 
entirely other kind – one of stories - is implanting itself firmly within our architectural culture 
and tools of production.  Architecture fiction enables the construction of new worlds in 
contrast to urban, cultural and political realities.  This yearʼs AA Summer Architecture School 
will focus its attention on the narratives of London; from the mini-dramas unfolding on its 
congested sidewalks, to the fantastical fictions re-imagining a cityʼs many alternate realities.  
 
The Summer Architecture School will suspend belief through a number of compelling 
perspectives: spatial, social, economic, ecological, cultural and technological. It will employ 



London as an experimental laboratory of ideas and actions. Individual and collective 
discoveries are encouraged as well as innovative, evocative proposals. The brief and intense 
course—based on the renowned AA Unit System—emphasises techniques of interpretation, 
recording, drawing, making and thinking through diverse media types, both analogue and 
digital.  
 
METHODS & PRODUCTION 
We want to know in advance what kinds of methods of working the unit will be focusing on, 
and what kinds of products will emerge by the end of the programme. In the past, we have 
found that those with a narrower and specific media fascination – for example, installations, 
large-scale group models and drawings, video, information graphics, or magazines have been 
most successful. Each unit has a modest production budget to bring specialists in or to buy 
materials.  
 
NEXT  
Upon receiving your application to teach, the Director of the programme will consider each 
one on its own merit. Evaluation criteria include interpretation of theme, originality of 
approach, methods/products envisaged, and innovative ways in which to motivate and 
instrumentalise the unit. Those chosen will then be contacted to go to the next stage, which 
may involve a meeting in person or an opportunity to develop the brief in more detail. At this 
point, the fee will also be discussed as well as any other queries.  
We look forward to your responses, which should be sent in by 25 April 2011, to 
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk or posted to the AA main address.  
 
 
Natasha Sandmeier  
Summer Architecture School Director 
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