











Tel Aviv Active Matter

16-26 February 2012

Shenkar College of Engineering
and Design

Directed by Gary Freedman
and Shany Barath

For over a century, desertification has been
recognised as a significant environmental
issue — a problem now affecting 36 million
square kilometres and over 1.3 billion
people worldwide. One of the few countries
that has managed to buck the trend of

land degradation and to create new green
habitable environments in an arid ecology is
Israel, where desert covers over 60 per cent
of the land.

Capitalising on Israel’s expertise in
desert engineering and its successful
composite materials industry, Active Matter
will explore environmental and recreational
infrastructures across multiple scales
ranging from the individual infrastructural
module (irrigation trap/soil stabilisers, etc)
to its distribution logic over a vast territory.

Introducing a systemic approach
towards context and intervention, we will
test physical prototypes not just as singular
interventions but also as interwoven im-
plants — a projective ‘field’ condition open to
the transformative forces of nature. Through
an interdisciplinary collaboration with
experts in parametric design, manufacturing
technologies and environmental studies we
will explore the use of advanced digital
fabrication techniques as well as the poten-
tial of varied sheet and mouldable materials
(plastics/concrete/cement/mud) in the
generation of new ‘infrastructural fabrics’.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/telaviv
http://telaviv.aaschool.ac.uk
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Gary Freedman and Shany
Barath are architects and
principals of SHaGa
Studio (www.sha-ga.com),
an interdisciplinary
architecture office based
in Amsterdam and
London. They are the
winners of the 2011 BKVB
Award for emerging
architects in the
Netherlands, and of the
America-Israel culture
award (AICF 2008-2010).
They studied architecture
at the TUDelft and
received their postgradu-
ate degrees from the AA
Design Research Lab.
They formerly worked as
project leaders at
UNStudio and have been
teaching at the AA since
20009.

Constantly shifting between manual and
digital design techniques, workshop partici-
pants will actively engage with algorithmic
and parametric thinking, investigating
generative organisational algorithms as well
as fabrication processes such as contour-
ing, forming and casting.

Alongside the studio-based design
tutorials (led by an international team
of experts and offering instruction in Rhino
3D-modelling, Rhino Scripting and Grass-
hopper), a series of presentations will offer
a relevant overview of contemporary theory,
case studies and advanced applications.

Outputs of the workshop will be present-
ed during a final symposium to leading
researchers, manufacturers and interna-
tional design critics and will become part
of a future exhibition.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
2 February 2012 Visiting Membership

Constraining desertification: eco-infrastructure and afforestation

77

Asia



Beirut Mittelmeerland 3

11-21 April 2012

American University of Beirut
Directed by Medine Altiok
and Stephanie Tunka

Mittelmeerland is investigating the future

of the Mediterranean. Over a period of three
years the intention is to research six different
Mediterranean cities. Beirut is the destination
after Tangier and Dubrovnik. Algiers, Istanbul
and Alexandria will follow.

Beirut forms the meeting point of three
continents — Europe, Asia and Africa —and
functions as a trading hub. Its port has been
constantly extended to meet the demands
of a growing population and economy. Once
embedded in the urban fabric, it has now
become a giant container port that blocks
one third of the city’s coastline.

Against this backdrop of diversity, conflict,
unpredictability and complexity, can we say
how Beirut’s coastline is going to change

in relation to the Mediterranean? What are
the driving forces behind its reconstruction?

www.aaschool.ac.uk/beirut
http://www.mittelmeerland.org
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Medine Altiok graduated
from the AA in 2000. She
is founder of MOCA Office
for Culture and Architec-
ture based in Zurich

and initiator of research
projects dealing with
cultural, political and
economic changes in

the Mediterranean.

Stephanie Tunka is an
associate partner at Foster
+ Partners. For over

10 years she has been
involved in projects
dealing with contextual
approach, urban densities
and sustainable
waterfronts in Europe,
Africa, Asia and America.

What is the vision for a city of many cultures
in need of modernisation? We will work

on five different areas along the coastline,
analysing existing conditions and future
projections, playfully appropriating small-
scale phenomena, translating found
conditions into large-scale landscape
ecologies and envisioning urban change.
The architectural portraits, urban
biographies, narrative maps and imaginative
collages that we produce will ultimately
feature in a publication of the workshop’s
research on waterfront cities around the
Mediterranean.

During the workshop a one-day
symposium will be held. Its purpose is to
examine how the Mediterranean region
can reposition itself as a ‘territory’ based on
climatic and economic conditions, and
subject to specific social, political and spatial
dynamics and experiences.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
28 March 2012 Visiting Membership

NASA satellite image of Beirut
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Penang Penang Streetware

14-22 July 2012

George Town, Penang, Malaysia

Directed by Naiara Vegara, Nathalie
Rozencwajg and Michel da Costa Gongalves

George Town — the ‘Pearl of the Orient’

and capital of Malaysia’s ‘heaven island’,
Penang — will be the setting for the first

AA Alumni Workshop (AAaw). This distinctive
gathering will provide the opportunity to

go beyond discussion and to tackle hands
on the ubiquitous question of the street,

a suprisingly generic term for a chaotic

and vivid setting.

The workshop will take up the challenge
of rethinking the obvious — the street —
within the protected and well-preserved
core of Penang, which has recently acquired
UNESCO World Heritage status. A novel
design approach using a sequential
perception of cultural layers to inform
specific interventions on the forgotten voids
in the city centre will aim to highlight the
possible and to illustrate the unseen. We will
work to develop sustainable and sensitive
responses that act in concert with the
place, taking into account the tropical climate
and Penang’s intrinsically multicultural
society while questioning materiality and
performance.

Open to AA alumni worldwide, AAaw
will combine studio work and presentations
with a platform for emerging digital and
manufacturing tools. The workshop explores
a fusion of traditional and contemporary
architecture that goes beyond traditional
preservation strategies, suggesting a
direction for the twenty-first-century devel-
opment of George Town.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/penang Application Deadline
http://penang.aaschool.ac.uk 29 June 2012
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Naiara Vegara studied at
the AA and has taught at
the AA Singapore Visiting
School from 2009 to 2011.
She has presented
projects about virtual
environments and the
design process in
architecture at Columbia
University, Princeton and
UPenn. Naiara worked at
ACME until 2011, and now
directs the AA Visiting
School Semester
Programme and the
Design LAAB London
Fundacion Metropoli.

Nathalie Rozencwajg

and Michel da Costa
Gongalves are cofounders
of RARE architects
(www.r-are.net), based

in Paris and London.

The office emphasises
work at different scales
integrating research,
design and experiment.
RARE received a 2011
RIBA Award and RICS
Project of the Year Award
for the Town Hall Hotel in
London. Nathalie & Michel
run Intermediate Unit 4

at the the AA and have co-
ordinated the AA Singapore
Workshop since 2006.

Fees

£695 per participant,
which includes a £50
Visiting Membership

Georgetown, Penang
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Seoul Notions of Home

15-22 July 2012
Location tbc
Directed by Peter Winston Ferretto

The home is a permanent manifestation
of dwelling. It is a concept and an ideal,
an interpretation of where we come from,
culturally and socially. From our native
country to our parents’ house, home has
always been associated with belonging.

But this sense of belonging can also
be a transitory experience, associated
with being in a space for a defined period
of time. Today’s home is different from both
yesterday’s and tomorrow’s.

This workshop will focus on the concept
of home as a collection of rooms. Rooms
are the internal organs of a home, the places
we inhabit. We eat in the kitchen, we read
in the bedroom, we shower in the bathroom:
every action we perform in a home takes
place in a room.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/seoul
http://seoul.aaschool.ac.uk
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Peter Winston Ferretto
studied at Cambridge and
Liverpool University in

the UK. From 2001 to 2007
he worked for Herzog &
de Meuron, where he was
responsible for numerous
international projects
including CaixaForum
Madrid. In 2009 he
founded the office
PWFERRETTO Ltd based
in Seoul. From 2007 to
2009 he was a unit master
at the Architectural
Association in London
and he is now an assistant
professor at Seoul
National University.

Architects often conceive buildings
in terms of forms (external compositions)
and layouts (internal compositions), where
the room is reduced to a mere label that
defines a function. The elements that define
a room are not entirely physical (walls, floors,
ceilings); rather, rooms encompass
narratives, atmospheres and memories.

This workshop will be divided into six
studios, each led by an AA tutor and
addressing a specific interpretation of home.
In a world dominated by ever bigger gestures
we will focus on investigating domestic
existence.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
1 July 2012 Visiting Membership

Home installations in Anyang, Seoul
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Singapore

18-27 July 2012

School of Design, Singapore Polytechnic
Directed by Nathalie Rozencwajg

and Michel da Costa Gongalves

Amidst the physical scarcity that
characterises the Singapore city-state,
the long-awaited resolution of a political
and historical incongruity is giving rise

to rare urban conditions that call for new
development strategies. For decades a
foreign-owned rail track has been passing,
untouched, through the peninsula’s dense
setting, creating along the way a unique
strip that is no-man’s land but also
landscape and vegetation.

A strong limit, this uncharted territorial
line is dually unique — both for its physical
conditions and as the trace of past
geopolitical tensions. This strip uniquely
displays the dilation of an architectural scale
over the size of a city, thus requiring the
simultaneous approach of the local and the
large. The workshop will embark on a journey
dwelling on both singularities: the planning
of the linear strip and its alien status. How
can we plan the infinitely long? How do we
integrate the sudden acquisition of new
territories in the midst of the already dense?
What would be the change in the status of
the neighbouring fringes?

www.aaschool.ac.uk/singapore
http://singapore.aaschool.ac.uk

The Uncharted Line
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Nathalie Rozencwajg

and Michel da Costa
Gongalves are cofounders
of RARE architects
(www.r-are.net), based

in Paris and London. The
office emphasises work at
different scales integrating
research, design and
experiment. RARE
received a 2011 RIBA
Award and RICS Project
of the Year Award for

the Town Hall Hotel in
London. Nathalie & Michel
run Intermediate Unit 4

at the the AA and have
coordinated the

AA Singapore Workshop
since 2006.

Using a collaborative design approach
we will delve into Singapore’s reappropriation
of this tangible and undeveloped line and
consider the political, physical, social and
architectural implications of bridging diverse
futures. The workshop will reflect upon the
political shift and purposely generate
alternative ways of inhabiting the linear.

The Uncharted Line will focus on the
translation of past and potential geopolitical
conditions into planned built fabric.

The particular conditions of a residual
and dilated site will allow a consideration
of the large-scale through new localised
proposals. The studio-based workshop will
use the fertile ground of its host city to
pursue an investigation of the fragile urban
equilibrium found in the city-state while
considering metropolitan evolution.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
4 July 2012 Visiting Membership

Chopstick molecular aggregation, growth model 2.3: Singapore Visiting School, July 2011
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Koshiraku ra/Tokyo KOS h i ra ku ra Shin Egashira produces

art and architecture all
over the world and his

La n d Sca pe WO rkS h O p/ recent installations include

Time Machine (for the

The City After-Image  seronacomopyan

Koshirakura: 19-31 July 2012
Tokyo: 1-2 August 2012
Koshirakura Village and F-2 Site
Directed by Shin Egashira

Two consecutive workshops will bring
together contrasting visions of the present
cultural and economic climate of Japan seen
from two extreme sites — one rural, the other
urban — located 200km apart. Participants
are encouraged to apply for both workshops
in order to document a set of landscapes:

a micro-social fabric and architecture of
urban erasure.

Landscape Workshop,

Koshirakura Village, Niigata
Launched in 1996, the Koshirakura
Landscape Workshop has evolved into
an annual local event. Its overall agenda
is to explore a form of social and cultural
sustainability within the post-agricultural
community of Koshirakura. A new phase
of the programme will set out a long-term
strategy for an intercultural revitalisation
tailored to the community. A series of
building experiments with locally available
materials such as timber, earth, stone and
bamboo will be combined with documentary-
making and informal events that will mesh
with Koshirakura’s annual local festivals.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/koshirakura_tokyo
http://koshirakura.org

research cluster) and
Twisting Concrete, both
of which fuse old and new
technologies. Over the
last ten years he has been
conducting a series of
landscape workshops in
rural communities across
the world, and he has
been teaching at the AA
since 1990, currently as
unit master of Diploma 11.

The City After-lmage

(AA Maeda Workshop)

F-2 Site, Tokyo
The F-2 project — an ongoing urban
redevelopment scheme in Fujimi 2-Chome
10 Ban Area in central Tokyo — is probably
the last example of urban transformation
on this kind of scale in Japan. The workshop
is planned as a series to coincide with key
stages of demolition and construction over
the next five years. Utilising spaces within
the project site, the workshop will explore
and test alternative strategies for the creative
use of urban spaces caught somewhere
between scrap and buildings, while capturing
a series of moments through which hidden
layers, interiority and sections reveal their
narratives, documenting the surrounding
city as a catalogue of beautifully incomplete
objects.

Fees

Both Visiting Schools are
free for AA Members,
students and staff. Other
applicants are required
to pay a £50 AA Visiting
Membership fee. All
successful applicants
will be asked to make a
contribution towards
food, accommodation
and insurance (approx

2,500JPY/day) at the
Application Deadline beginning of each
5 July 2012 workshop.

Sam Frankland, Koshirakura pizza oven, built August 2011
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Shanghai

20-28 July 2012

The University of Hong Kong
Shanghai Study Centre
Directed by Tom Verebes

Evolutionary Urbanism will investigate new
computational design approaches in archi-
tecture and urbanism within the context

of Shanghai, one of the world’s most rapidly
growing cities. This year’s topic concerns
the challenges facing the megalopolis of
Shanghai as it feeds the insatiable demand
for land for urban growth, expansion and
densification. We will experiment with
technologies associated with evolutionary
approaches to urbanism and architecture
through a variety of time-based, dynamic
models of complex growth and change.
Design proposals will negotiate the para-
doxical forces of urban development and
environmental change.

The course will be taught by tutors from
the AA, HKU and other visitors in a two-part
programme. Over the first three days of the
workshop, computational design systems
will be introduced in a series of intensive
tooling up sessions as the basis for investi-
gating associative design concepts and
methodologies. The aim of these exercises
is to introduce expertise in generative,
algorithmic and parametric design ap-

www.aaschool.ac.uk/shanghai
http://shanghai.aaschool.ac.uk
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Evolutionary Urbanism e e

of architecture at the
University of Hong Kong,
and was formerly
co-director of the AA
Design Research Lab
(DRL), where he taught
from 1997 to 2009. He

is founder and creative
director of OCEAN CN,
based in Hong Kong, with
links to Beijing, Shanghai
and London, and has
written, published,
exhibited and lectured

in Europe, North America,
Asia and the Middle East.

proaches. In a second stage, students will
develop design proposals responding to

a shared studio brief focused on developing
new models of urban evolution. Students
will apply code-based modelling, simulation
and fabrication techniques towards multiple,
variable and recursive prototypes for a
range of urban systems driven by scenarios
of future incremental, adaptive growth

and change.

Alongside studio-based design tutorials,
seminars and a series of lectures, a public
symposium will address contemporary
topics related to the theme of the workshop.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
6 July 2012 Visiting Membership

Asia

Still from an animation demonstrating dynamic relations between two fluids, as applied to generating a coastal urban
organisation: AA Shanghai 2011 (lvy Gui, Robecca Ploj, Yang Li, You Wei, Zhou Yifei)
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Ghennal Hyper Threads 2012 e

July 2012
Hindustan University
Directed by Shajay Bhooshan

Rather than being simple design automation,
CAD can enable architectural creativity
whilst still responding to complex spatial and
material performance constraints —that is
the fundamental premise of the AA Chennai
Visiting School. In this spirit, the AA School
of Architecture, Zaha Hadid Architects
Computation and Design Group
(ZHA|CODE), Autodesk Inc and Hindustan
University will renew their collaboration to
bring the third iteration of this annual
workshop and symposium to Chennai. The
workshop explores the relations between
contemporary design techniques, creative
expression and software technology, taking
into account both India’s emergent economy
and its ancient traditions of building. It also
seeks to achieve a judicious mix between
innovative research and production-proven
design methods and software platforms.
The workshop will have two main points
of focus — the exploration and streamlining
of the multi-stage process from concept to
physical manifestation, and the synthesis
of advanced computational design research
with the constraints of a labour-intensive
economy. The workshop will continue its
agenda of exploring: physics-based design
methods, integration of form and structure,
computational methods of optimisation for
fabrication, and adaptation to local
techniques and crafts.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/chennai
http://zha-code-education.org
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in the Computation and
Design (colde) group at
Zaha Hadid Architects,
London and as a course
tutor in the AADRL
programme. He is a PhD
candidate at the University
of Applied Arts in Vienna
and holds an MArch from
the AA. He has presented
and published work
internationally, including
at AU Las Vegas and
Siggraph LA.

The aim is to provide participants with
a conceptual framework for advanced digital
methods within collaborative architectural
design. The workshop will involve experts
from Zaha Hadid Architects, the AA School
of Architecture and Southern California
Institute of Architecture as well as local
partners, including inCite, India and
Hindustan University. The workshop will tap
into the expertise of Autodesk, who are on
board as software-development/training
collaborators.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
June 2012 Visiting Membership

Fabric-formed concrete shell from Hyper Threads 2011
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Omid Kamvari graduated

Muscat Patte rnS from the University of

4-15 September 2012
German University of Technology
Directed by Omid Kamvari

Oman has a careful approach to urban
expansion which has so far proved
successful, in light of recent events in

the region. However its established model
of development is increasingly being
challenged by a range of factors — massive
population growth, declining oil reserves,
climate change, economic restructuring,
changing life-styles and an expansion of
tourism. Key to resolving these challenges
is the search for an environmentally and
culturally appropriate architecture and
urbanism.

The workshop will generate new
architectural and urban solutions based on
an investigation of patterns — which are seen
as a means to translate the performance
or appearance of historical structures into
new concepts. Algorithmic thinking as well
as advanced computational methods will
be introduced and developed to support this
design research. Proposals will also take into
account issues such as manufacturing,

www.aaschool.ac.uk/muscat
http://muscat.aaschool.ac.uk
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Greenwich and the AA
and has worked for Allies
and Morrison, Foster +
Partners, SOM and
Hamiltons Architects,
where he established

an advanced modelling
group. In 2009 he founded
Kamvari Architects, a
design consultancy based
in London and Tehran
working on issues relating
to architecture and
economy and perform-
ance-oriented design.

His work has been
exhibited and published
internationally.

assembly and constructability. The aim is to
apply these solutions to various scales, from
facades and buildings to cities and regions.

We will look closely at natural patterns
and attempt to analyse and understand
their cause and effect. This analysis and
understanding will feed our design process,
allowing students to derive specific behav-
iours that have architectural capabilities and
apply them to 1:1 scale prototypes. Aspects
such as flexibility, economy, scale and
beauty will be explored to understand the
potential contribution of each projectto a
new Omani architecture.

The workshop will end with a public
exhibition of projects which will enable the
students to present their ideas in a public
forum and to discuss their views on the
future direction of architecture in Oman. Our
purpose is to challenge normative modes
of thinking about architecture and to
understand its influence in a wider context.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
10 August 2012 Visiting Membership

Patterns, student model, September 2011
Photo Omid Kamvari
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Oceania

InFloatables



Sydney InFloatables

6-17 February 2012
University of Technology Sydney
Directed by Jeffrey P Turko

In late 2010 and early 2011 Australia
experienced the most devastating flooding
in many years. As a consequence of climate
change and rising sea levels, all coastal
cities are now at risk of evanescence —
fading away. However Sydney, with over
100km of coastal edge and harbourside,
will be a ground zero for these changes.
Using Sydney as our testbed, we will
develop floatable prototypes and experiment
with their potential use in different scenari-
os. Our focus will not be on land reclamation
for urban expansion — as it is in other cities
around the world — but rather on land
retention and the expansion of new grounds.
We will investigate how to manage the
tenuous conditions between the manmade
and the natural.
This studio-based design workshop
will explore the potential of articulated
envelopes and grounds through the use
of computational design approaches
and the construction of 1:1 inhabitable
and floatable spaces. The workshop will
be taught by tutors from the AA School and
the University of Technology Sydney and
will also include input from specialist partici-
pants. In phase one of the workshop, two
strands will run in parallel. The first of these

www.aaschool.ac.uk/sydney
http://sydney.aaschool.ac.uk
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Jeffrey P Turko is a
research director in

the OCEAN Design and
Research Association
and founder of the design
practice NEKTON Studio.
Previously he was a senior
lecturer at the University of
East London and diploma
unit master at the AA.

He is currently a senior
lecturer in architecture at
the University of Brighton.

is a tooling up session introducing paramet-
ric approaches and relational methods,
while the second strand is a hands-on
material exploration of inflatable structures,
floatable surfaces, driftable scapes and
lands that surf. Phase two will see the
participants developing a scaled prototype
along with a comprehensive future vision

of their prototypical landscape deployed

in the context of Sydney.

Alongside studio-based design tutorials
and seminars there will be a series of
lectures and supportive presentations.
During the workshop, we will tour some of
the 50 coastal and 12 harbourside beaches
that Sydney has to offer to investigate local
conditions and test the prototypes in situ.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
27 January 2012 Visiting Membership

‘Water Walk’, Event-structure Research Group, 1968
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Supple Pavilion

Holiday Politics of Fabrication Laboratory
Up the River, Up the Mountain InterScaless

Prototypical Networks Marking the Forest

shopfront fab Campaigning Architecture

Buenos Aires Turns to the River Unknown Fields



Anne Save de Beaurecueil

SéO PaUIO/ Su pple PaViliOn and Franklin Lee are

Rio de Janeiro

Workshop 1: 29 November—

2 December 2011

Workshop 2: 4—13 January 2012
Workshop 3: 3—12 April 2012

Directed by Anne Save de Beaurecueil
and Franklin Lee

Supple Pavilion is a four-stage workshop
focusing on the design and 1:1 fabrication
of an interactive pavilion for the 2012
International Festival of Electronic Language
(FILE) in Sao Paulo. The pavilion will react
to light sensors and human activity, creating
a range of different lighting and spatial
effects that will trigger further movement
and produce a feedback loop of behaviour
and response. To accommodate this re-
sponsiveness, the design will be developed
using recursive scripting, associative
modelling and digital fabrication.

Each stage of the workshop will focus
on a different aspect of the pavilion’s design
and construction. Instruction will be led
by Robert Stuart-Smith of Kokuggia, Tristan
Simmonds of Simmonds Studio, Lawrence
Friesen of Generative Geometry and Anne
Save de Beaurecueil and Franklin Lee of
SUBAJV, along with other AA tutors and local
engineers and set-designers. Each work-
shop will provide an introduction to compu-
tational design (Grasshopper and Arduino)
and digital fabrication. Students taking
part in multiple workshops will have access
to advanced computation instruction.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/brazil
http://saopaulo.aaschool.ac.uk

directors of Séo
Paulo-based SUBdV,
focusing on generating
environmentally and
socially responsive
architecture. Directors of
AA Brazil Visiting Schools,
they were previously AA
Diploma Unit 2 masters.
They earned Master’s
degrees from Columbia
University, and have
published, exhibited

and lectured on their work
worldwide, including at
the Beijing and Rotterdam
Biennales, Athens
Synthasoris Exhibition,
London Festival of
Architecture and Festival
of Electronic Language
(FILE) in Sao Paulo.

Workshop 1, to be held in Niemeyer’s
OCA building, will develop design variations
in small models, as well as material and
structural scale modelling, testing and
1:1 prototyping. The second workshop
will produce 1:1 prototyping, exploring the
mechanics and electronics of the light-sen-
sors and motors that generate the transfor-
mations of the pavilion. Workshop 3 will
fabricate the final elements, working directly
with manufacturers to test partial assem-
blies. Advanced development of all circuits
and Arduino scripts will take place following
computational and digital fabrication
instruction.

Application Deadlines
Workshop 1: 28 November

2011; Workshop 2: 3 Jan- Fees
uary 2012; Workshop 3: £695 per participant,
29 March 2012; which includes a £50

Workshop 4: 29 June 2012 Visiting Membership
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‘Strings Pavilion’ model by Flavia Santos, Humberto da Mata, Cynthia Nojimoto, Gilfranco Alves and Rafael Ardjomand,
from the High-Low 2011 S&o Paulo Visiting School
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nti 1 Pedro Ignacio Alonso
Sa ago HOIIday holds a MSc in Architec-

4-13 January 2012

MARQ at Pontificia Universidad
Catdlica de Chile

Directed by Pedro Ignacio Alonso

In 2012 the AA/MARAQ Visiting School at
PUC will return to the extreme conditions
of the Atacama desert in northern Chile.
But after the rigours of the previous two
years, this time we have decided to go there
on Holiday and engage in a design project
based on tourism. This Holiday demands
that both participants and tutors become
tourists, using the camera — tourism’s
‘quintessential weapon’, as Alessandra
Ponte would have it — as our principal
design tool. Armed with our Canons, Nikons
and Leicas, we will exploit Chile’s uniquely
attenuated land mass in exploring the
Atacama’s liminal zones — specifically those
areas where the desert meets the Pacific.
From our location by the seaside — in
addition to Chile’s capital, Santiago — we will
address the processes of leisure and human
occupation along the desert edge. We will
understand tourism as an unstoppable force
that has created many human enclaves in
extreme sites, thereby opening up a rela-
tionship between ‘difficult’ or ‘problematic’
territories and leisure.

Around these premises we will work
on minimal programmes for desert coastal
occupation by revisiting the study and
design of tents and nomadic shelters as
seasonal collective dwellings for the desert.
With Archizoom, Ant Farm, Archigram and
Superstudio as fundamental references, the
spirit of the design brief is to be found within

www.aaschool.ac.uk/santiago
http://www.aaholiday.org

ture from the PUCCh in
Chile and completed his
PhD at the Architectural
Association. He directs
the Master’s Programme
in Architecture - MARQ -
at the Universidad Catdlica
de Chile, Santiago. In
2010 he received a grant
from the Getty Research
Institute and in 2011

a fellowship as visiting
scholar at the Canadian
Centre for Architecture
(CCA,) for his ongoing
study on the Soviet KPD
system and the reception
of Cold War prefabrication
in Cuba and Chile.

the 1960s — in membrane enclosures that
symbolise much more than sheltering.

We will then advance design investigations
on tensile, fabric and pneumatic structures
by introducing new technological, cultural
and climatic considerations. The photo/
diagram/drawing of the membrane will

be thus tied into ideas about landscape,
environment and tourism.

Within the physical and historical
context of Atacama the workshop will
combine design and theoretical enquiry
while investigating a panoply of architec-
tural, technical, art historical and cinematic
images, helping us to imagine scenarios
for the possible futures of the Atacama
desert coast.

Software requirements: Adobe Creative
Suite and Rhino (SR7 or later). The work-
shop starts on 4 January at the Lo Contador
Campus in Santiago, and then runs from
5-10 January in Bahia Inglesa, Atacama,
before ending on 13 January in Santiago.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
9 December 2011 Visiting Membership
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Dennis Stock, New Mexico, 1969
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Diego Perez Espitia has

BOgOté Up the RIVGI’, taught design studio in

Colombia, generative

Up the MOuntaln design at Tsinghua

19-27 June 2012

Department of Architecture

at University of Los Andes
Directed by Diego Perez Espitia

Bogotd historically has had a troubled
relationship with the mountains and rivers
that define its limits. The city’s western
boundary is the polluted Bogota river, which
acts as a barrier to the region’s most fertile
valley. On the opposite edge, the city grid
terminates at the Eastern Mountains, where
the terrain becomes too steep to build.
Once hundreds of creeks flowed down from
here into the valley; almost all of them have
now been turned into underground canals.

Bogota’s relation to these natural
boundaries will be interrogated in a series
of projects using generative algorithmic
design and digital prototyping techniques.
Going beyond nostalgic efforts to recreate
an idealised image of the city, and avoiding
heroic mega-scale projects that are
incompatible with the way Bogota grows,
we will orchestrate piecemeal urban actions
— simultaneous ventures into urban and
micro scales that will provoke speculations
on how to change the cityscape.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/bogota
http://bogota.aaschool.ac.uk

University, China, the AA
Visiting School and the
AADRL. His work ranges
from scripted masterplans
to applied design research
for public buildings in
Colombian slums. Since
2006, he has been
interrogating — through
academia, at MAD
Architects, and currently
at Zaha Hadid Architects
—the potentials and
limitations of parametric
design in architecture.

The workshop will be organised in two
studios, each focusing on one scale: scripted
systems of organisation at the urban scale
will define locations for speculative, small
spaces; and samples of these will be digitally
prototyped at 1:2. Developed as a collective
effort, the play between scales will allow
participants to find specific urban perfor-
mances, and will demonstrate the necessity
of using complex systems of organisation
to address today’s urban questions.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
4 June 2012 Visiting Membership
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Still from Fitzcarraldo (dir. Werner Herzog), 1982
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Mexico City Prototypical Networks 5 vaeuen

25 June — 6 July 2012
Universidad Iberoamericana
Directed by Jose Alfredo Ramirez

Building on the body of research established
in its first year, Prototypical Networks will
continue to engage with Mexico City from an
infrastructural point of view, exploring not
just the challenges but also the opportunities
it presents as one of the largest megacities
on earth. The workshop will be structured
around key infrastructural themes such as
the ‘recovery of waterscapes’ and the
‘reinforcement of mobility networks’. These
will form the motor for intervention through
prototypical strategies framed within a
tactical urbanism.

The objective will be to develop an
‘urban prototype’ that is capable of
accommodating change and a degree of
indeterminacy in the design process, only
acquiring its specificity through its on-site
materialisation. Paradigms of self-organised
systems, distributed networks and increasing
complexity will be introduced through
systemic design techniques, setting up
counter models to conventional urban
planning. The idea of an urban prototype will
be discussed in terms of a dual timeframe,
responding on the one hand to a sense of
urgency provoked by the need to provide
immediate solutions, while on the other
laying down the foundations for long-term
infrastructural strategies.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/mexicocity
http://mexico.aaschool.ac.uk

Mexico City and
Landscape Urbanism (LU)
atthe AA, where he is
now an LU studio master.
He worked in architectural
offices in Mexico City,
Madrid and London before
founding Groundlab,
whose projects include
the winning entry in the
international competition
for Longgang City
masterplan and the newly
opened international
horticultural exposition

in Xian, China.

The workshop will offer students the
opportunity to develop their skills through
different strategies based on the exploration
of local conditions, engineering techniques,
material processes and experimentation with
digital, fabrication and representational tools.
In addition a series of lectures and seminars
will be organised along with site visits to
major infrastructural works around the city.

A symposium on ‘urban prototypes’ will
take place in April 2012 prior to the Visiting
School, giving students the opportunity to
discuss and critically assess the key issues
with local and international experts.

The workshop, supported by four major
universities in Mexico (UNAM, Universidad
Iberoamericana, Universidad Anahuac and
UAM), will conclude with students presenting
their work to local authorities, architects
and urban designers and mounting a public
exhibition of projects in one of the most
important and alternative cultural centres
in Mexico City.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
11 June 2012 Visiting Membership
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Anne Save de Beaurecueil

S&o Paulo shopfront fab and Frankiin oo are

10-19 July 2012

International Festival of Electronic Language
Directed by Anne Save de Beaurecueil

and Franklin Lee

The Barra Funda district of Sao Paulo was
once characterised by a vibrant mix of small
industrial, commercial and residential
programmes, but over time, as economic
policies have favoured agglomerated, larger
production industries, numerous companies
have abandoned the area and moved to the
periphery or even abroad. In response to this
decentralisation, the workshop proposes the
creation of new types of smaller industries
to produce a mix of both consumption and
production within the centre, manifested
through micro-manufacturing interventions
that can co-exist alongside retail and
housing. At its core will be the idea that
computational design and digital fabrication
can be used to help create these new micro-
industries, which in turn will help empower
local craftsman to produce and sell directly
to consumers through micro-manufacturing,
located in small urban workshops implanted
within the centre of the district.

The workshop will tap into the energy
of the emergent gallery scene of Barra Funda
together with local initiatives that are
employing computational technology to
introduce a new cultural and economic
impetus for the area. Participants will learn
to use these technologies — notably the CAD
programmes Rhino and Grasshopper,
and the use of laser-cutters, rapid-prototype
machines and CNC routers and mills — to
produce 1:1-scale interventions within the
city and which ideally will then further
promote this new movement.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/saopaulo
http://saopaulo.aaschool.ac.uk

directors of Séo
Paulo-based SUBdV,
focusing on generating
environmentally and
socially responsive
architecture. Directors of
AA Brazil Visiting Schools,
they were previously AA
Diploma Unit 2 masters.
They earned Master’s
degrees from Columbia
University, and have
published, exhibited

and lectured on their work
worldwide, including at
the Beijing and Rotterdam
Biennales, Athens
Synthasoris exhibition,
London Festival of
Architecture and Festival
of Electronic Language
(FILE) in Sao Paulo.

The workshop itself will be a part of
the 2012 International Festival of Electronic
Language (FILE), an avant-garde exhibition
of interactive electronic technology, and
will suggest ways in which these electronic
technologies can be imported out of the
gallery and into a new cooperative
neighbourhood. In this we will work directly
with local Barra Funda manufacturers and
artists, including a small local resin flooring
manufacturer, using resin as both a finishing
agent and a material capable of being
digitally fabricated through milled moulds.
The workshop will also collaborate with
the local Metaméaquina DIY rapid prototype
machine manufacturers, whose goal of
disseminating a high-tech yet low-cost and
small-scale fabrication system will hopefully
further promote this new micro-industrial
movement.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
25 June 2012 Visiting Membership
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‘Giramundo’ mediations by Erica Umakoshi, Renata Franga Marangoni, Carolina Gusson and Eloisa Dezen-Kempter,
from the High-Low 2011 S&o Paulo Visiting School
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i ; Victoria Goldstein teach
Buenos A|re3 Buenos AIreS Turns dg;izzastuc;iosafgrazajatzs

level in the Gerald D Hines

to the River College of Architecture,

16-27 July 2012
Location tbc
Directed by Victoria Goldstein

The border between the city of Buenos
Aires and the river Plate is an unexplored
opportunity. The grid that configures the
city’s urban tissue remains oblivious to
its context, imposing a constant order. Its
relationship with the river is one of mutual
exclusion; as soon as the grid reaches the
river it stops, but never modifies its nature.
There is one happy exception to this
condition —the northern riverside area of
Buenos Aires called ‘Tigre’, which responds
to the topography of the natural delta.

In this workshop, projects will embrace
the boundary between river and city as a
means of managing alternative metropolitan
ecosystems. By challenging the traditional
relationship between architectural,
urban and natural forces, students will
propose new territorial organisations that
develop both floating and rooted structures
that are responsive to the nature of the
delta. In this research workshop students
have the opportunity to develop a range of
computational techniques in order to explore
alternative design opportunities.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/buenosaires
http://buenosaires.aaschool.ac.uk

Houston. Her architecture
and urban design practice
is located in Houston

and she also teaches in
Buenos Aires and London.
She studied at the
University of Buenos Aires
FADU UBA and at the
AADRL. She collaborated
extensively with
multinational think tank
‘Supersudaca’, and with
United Visual artists in
London. She worked in
London at Arup Associates
and at Zaha Hadid
Architects.

Week 1
Organised in teams, students will work
with the articulation of the grid and the river.
The goal is to produce several iterations
analysing the potential transformation of the
grid as it reaches the riverbank. This analysis
will form the basis of an urban design
proposal that establishes a new relationship
between the city and the river. Design tutors,
including Victor Orive, Arturo Revilla
and professionals from the AA and other
institutions, will provide digital tutorials
and lectures on their own urban design
research and projects.

Week 2
During this phase we will address how such
conditions affect discrete objects and/or
a field of objects. The goal is to design a
pavilion and study how a gradual change
in field conditions will affect its size, porosity
and orientation. This will unfold new
opportunities to redefine the relationship
between form and function.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
2 July 2012 Visiting Membership
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Buenos Aires border, ‘Finisterre’, photo Mercedes Peralta
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Havana Politics of Fabrication L mn:

Laboratory

6—17 August 2012

Instituto Superior Politécnico José Antonio
Echeverria (ISPJAE) de La Habana, and
Casa del Historiador, Havana, Cuba
Directed by Nuria Alvarez Lombardero
and Francisco Gonzélez de Canales

The Politics of Fabrications Laboratory

is a design research initiative which explores
politically charged materials in actual city
sites. From Max Borges’ double-curvature
concrete shells to Alberto Cruz Covarrubias’
poetic wood constructions, Latin American
architecture has demonstrated an
outstanding vitality in material expression.
The capacity of these experimental works
to change the relationship between
architecture and the public will be used as

a key to unlocking creativity in current digital
fabrication experiments.

Our next stop in this series of
speculative itinerant workshops is Havana,
where we will experiment with architectural
structures in brick and concrete. The pearl
of the Antilles, a city of infinite wealth in
the colonial world, is now a rotting paradise
looking for a new future, but it still seduces
by demonstrating its otherness in relation to
the global condition. Havana traps its visitors
in an intense tapestry of smell and touch that
provides a different vantage point from which
to redefine our idea of material expression.
From here we will start opening up ideas
for new constructions in the public space.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/havana
http://havana.aaschool.ac.uk

masters and founders

of Canales & Lombardero.
Francisco studied
architecture at ETSA
Seville and ETSA
Barcelona and worked

for Foster + Partners

and Rafael Moneo. He
has lectured in Europe
and America and worked
on various publications.
Nuria studied architecture
and urbanism at
ETSAMadrid and the AA,
and worked for Machado
& Silvetti. She has taught
at the University of Seville,
University of Cambridge
and TECMonterrey.

The Havana workshop will be structured
in two one-week segments. In the first part
(tools and conceptual scheme), students will
learn new software to represent innovative
political arguments, experimenting with
the relationship between everyday activities
and particular material organisations.
These experimental propositions will seek
to define new models of interaction between
the individual and the collective in the public
arena. In the second part (fabrication—
construction), students will work collabora-
tively on the implementation of a scheme
selected from the initial proposals.
Fabricated on site, this temporary prototype
will provide a live test of the achievements
of the earlier designs.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
23 July 2012 Visiting Membership
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Above: Malecon Drive in Havana, January 2010. Below: ‘Ceiling Meeting Point’, installation for the Politics of Fabrication
Laboratory in Valparaiso, August 2011, photos Nuria Alvarez Lombardero
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Victoria Goldstein teaches
HOUSton Interscaless design studio at graduate

6-20 August 2012
University of Houston
Directed by Victoria Goldstein

Over the two weeks of the InterScaless
workshop students develop parametric
design strategies that enable them to
generate design scenarios across scales
while focusing on a given conceptual
framework. The challenge this year is

to rebuild the relationship between

the emblematic structure of the Houston
Astrodome and the urban structure

of the city. To do this we will speculate via
computational systems on the possible
interaction between housing and local
ecologies.

The site around the Astrodome, defined
by a vast disused parking lot and its
adjacency to the highway, presents a unique
opportunity for our investigations. Through
studying different ecological conditions
within the domed sports stadium and its
concrete surroundings we will set in motion
a system of green agents that will grow into
aggregations, inhabiting the Astrodome
and redefining its limits. Parametric systems
responding to different environmental
studies will lead to a range of artificial/
responsive structures.

Students will work in teams to explore
different scales and programmes for the
generation of new urban relations. They will
use parametric tools to renegotiate multiple
scales in real time while incorporating
complexity given by environmental condi-
tions. Redefining the threshold between
urban agents will give rise to a new syntax

www.aaschool.ac.uk/houston
http://houston.aaschool.ac.uk

level in the Gerald D Hines
College of Architecture,
Houston. Her architecture
and urban design practice
is located in Houston

and she also teaches in
Buenos Aires and London.
She studied at the
University of Buenos Aires
FADU UBA and at the
AADRL. She collaborated
extensively with multi-
national think tank
‘Supersudaca’, and with
United Visual artists in
London. She worked in
London at Arup Associates
and at Zaha Hadid
Architects.

between architectural elements. Parametric
techniques and tools will be introduced
during the workshop. Students will also
present and discuss selected readings
relevant to the topic. The aim is to open

up a critical debate about how this approach
affects the work of the architect and
redefines the language of the discipline.

Week 1
Material systems are interpreted through
computer simulations in fast explorations
to elaborate the proposals. Design tutors
including Arturo Revilla and professionals
from both the AA and other institutions
will provide digital tutorials and lectures on
their urban design research and projects.

Week 2
Digital fabrication phase. Full-scale sections
will be constructed collectively by the
students in a studio-based environment.
Design tutors will be actively involved in the
digital fabrication of physical models and
material experiments.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
25 July 2012 Visiting Membership
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‘Topos’ by Victoria Goldstein, Victor Orive, Arturo Revilla
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Fugene Marking the Forest  Zrinsia

11-20 August 2012
University of Oregon
Directed by Stewart Dodd and Kristin Cross

Oregon has nearly 30 million acres of forested
land, covering almost half the state. The
forest, thick with meaning, accommodates
many agendas and interpretations. For some
it is a natural refuge, a habitat for wildlife

and endangered species, a place to get away
from civilisation — even a space of protest.
When treated badly, it represents man’s
skewed priorities and disregard for nature;

in its pristine state, it conjures images of
living off the land and of the noble savage.
For others, however, the forest represents

an important resource, a source of income,

a versatile crop that provides material

for building our homes and products that
make our lives easier. The forest is all of
these things.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/eugene
http://eugene.aaschool.ac.uk

Architects, a London
practice committed to
modern, sustainable
design with a passion

for the environment.
Satellite’s work has been
published extensively in
books, journals and the
architectural press.
Stewart is a unit master in
the Intermediate School at
the AA and has twice been
shortlisted for the Young
Architect of the Year
Award. Kristin also
practises as an artist.

Marking the Forest, with the support
of the University of Oregon in Eugene,
will explore the inner workings of the forest,
investigating the biodiversity of the woodland
and the commodification of the tree. We will
skim the surface of the politics of the forest
and conceptualise this information into a
design that will be realised in the forest. The
workshop will be divided into research (studio
and woodland lectures), experience (raft trip
and mill visits), design (studio design and
crits with prototype building in the workshop)
and assembly (assembly in the woodland).
Our final evening will see us toasting our
successes with a feast in the forest.

The project will be documented
and presented as a book published by
the Architectural Association.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
28 July 2012 Visiting Membership
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Sean McGinnis — The Webmaster (yatzer.com)
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Chicago Campaigning
Architecture

13—-24 August 2012
University of lllinois at Chicago
Directed by Kirk Wooller

To get things done in the modern city
requires a successful campaign. Whether

it’s a social media offensive to get America’s

youth to vote in their first African-American
president, or an environmentalist drive

to re-reverse the flow of the Chicago river to
keep invasive species from destroying Lake
Michigan’s fishing industry, or the behind-
the-scenes lobbying to pave the way for
Chicago’s first casino, campaign strategies
engage the city to achieve individual

and collective gains. Often executed as

an amalgamation of military-like precision
and haphazard logic, the effectiveness

of a campaign lies in the social, political
and economic networks that make a city
tick. And while architects are never shy

to proclaim, and often quicker to disdain,
architecture has yet to learn how to
campaign. The AA/UIC Visiting School
design workshop will therefore explore how
architecture can develop successful ways
to campaign. By combining the potential

of design intelligence with the power of
propaganda, Campaigning Architecture will
engage with and rethink architecture’s
relevance to the city.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/chicago
http://chicago.aaschool.ac.uk

Kirk Wooller holds a
BArch and MArch from
the University of Auckland
and completed his MA
(Histories & Theories)

and PhD at the Architec-
tural Association. He

has worked in several
architectural offices and
institutions in Auckland,
London, New York and
Chicago. He is currently
adirector at Remake
Architecture and teaches
design, history and theory
at UIC.

The Visiting School is organised in
collaboration with the University of lllinois
at Chicago (UIC) and will be taught by tutors
from the AA and UIC. Site visits and lectures
by some of Chicago’s leading designers,
thinkers and protagonists will provide insight
into the architectural culture of Chicago.
The ten-day design workshop is open to
students, recent graduates, young designers
and architects, as well as professionals
from related fields interested in exploring
alternative forms of practice. Students will
work in small groups and then collectively
assemble these works into an architectural
publication like no other — one that will
sabotage local media and prick up the ears
of the city, from Jane Doe to Mayor Rahm
Emanuel. By doing so, the workshop will
enable participants to invest in the develop-
ment of ideas for the future of Chicago.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
30 July 2012 Visiting Membership
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Campaigning Architecture, image occupydesign.org
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H Liam Young studied
ROSVYG" tO U n kn Own Fle | dS architecture in Australia
Burnlng Man and now works in London

20 August— 1 September 2012
Roswell to Burning Man Festival
Directed by Liam Young and Kate Davies

Unknown Fields is a nomadic studio that
throws open the doors of the AA and sets
off on an annual expedition to the ends
of the earth exploring unreal and forgotten
landscapes, alien terrains and obsolete
ecologies. Each year we navigate a different
global cross-section and map the complex
and contradictory realities of the present as
a site of strange and extraordinary futures.
You will be both visionaries and reporters,
part documentarian and part science-fiction
soothsayers as the otherworldly sites
we encounter will afford us a distanced
viewpoint from which to survey the
consequences of emerging environmental
and technological scenarios.

This year the Division will be heading off
on a reconnaissance road trip to chronicle a
series of extraterrestrial encounters from the
borderlands, black sites, military outposts
and folkloric landscapes of the United States.
From the ‘illegal aliens’ of the New Mexico
border towns we will head north exploring
territories of negotiation and conflict, zones
of transgression, suspicion and speculation.
We will rumble along the UFO highway, past
the mythic territories of Area 51, listening
to tall tales from conspiracy theorists amidst
the sonic booms crackling in the quiet desert
air. We will visit covert military test sites
and the alien technologies of the aeronautics
industry as we shape our own experimental
craft to launch in the skies above the
psychedelic community of the Burning Man

www.aaschool.ac.uk/unknownfields
www.unknownfieldsdivision.com

as an independent
designer, futurist and
curator. He has taught
design studios at schools
across Europe and
Australasia and he is a
founder of the think tank
Tomorrows Thoughts
Today which explores the
consequences of fantastic,
perverse and underrated
urbanisms.

Kate Davies is a designer,
writer, educator

and co-founder of the
multidisciplinary

group LiquidFactory,
which explores the

rich hinterlands of art,
architecture and
performance. Kate —

a graduate of the Bartlett
— has taught at London
Metropolitan University
and Chelsea College of
Art and run various design
workshops in Sweden,
Spain, Belgium and Korea.

Festival, where our journey ends. By the
bonfires we will examine the mysteries
and conspiracies that surround what lies
off the map, off-grid and below the radar
as we propose new truths and expose
alternative fictions.

Joining us on our travels will be a troupe
of collaborators from the worlds of tech-
nology, science and fiction. Together we
will form a travelling circus of research visits,
field reportage, rolling discussions and
impromptu tutorials that will be chronicled in

an annual publication and travelling exhibition.

Throughout our journey the Division will
identify opportunities for tactical intervention
and speculative invention as we examine

the unknown fields between truth and fiction.

Fees

£695 per participant,
Application Deadline which includes a £50
6 August 2012 Visiting Membership
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Top: Agentware, Rovinj, July 2011
Bottom: AA Berlin Laboratory, Berlin, September 2010






