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Preface

Almost exactly 100 years ago, and in 
response to the rapidly industrialising 
realities of modern life, the idea of a 
genuinely modern, experimental school of 
architecture was invented. At a few selective 
European settings that included Henry  
van de Velde’s School of Arts and Crafts  
in Weimar, which later became the  
Bauhaus in Dessau, and the Architectural 
Association in London, where our full-time 
day school was launched in 1901, the idea  
of a workshop- and studio-based school  
of architecture was born. Alongside, and in 
provocative critical reaction to the complex, 
professionalising conditions of architectural 
practice in the twentieth century, a tradition 
of genuinely experimental, avant-garde 
teaching and learning had begun.
 In these early years of the still new 
twenty-first century the Architectural 
Association is attempting once again to push 
the boundaries of architectural education, 
this time working not in isolation but rather 
the opposite: with the most creative, diverse 
and ambitious group of international partners 
– schools, cultural institutions, local teachers 
and practitioners – ever assembled. This 
time our goal is to challenge the very form 
– and not only the presumed geography – of 
the modern architectural school as a learning 
space defined above all by local location, 
formation and culture. What we seek through 
the AA Visiting School is something else 
entirely: an open embrace of the creative, 
critical potentials latent within today’s 
decidedly global circumstances in the 
production of architectural knowledge, 
teaching and learning.
 For decades the AA’s full-time school 
has operated behind a restrained, modest 
Georgian brick facade on the western side  
of Bedford Square. For years the AA has 
benefited from participation by the world’s 
leading students, teachers and visitors, who 
have made it the world’s most international 
school of architecture (this year nearly  
90 per cent of our 650 full-time students,  

and an equally high percentage of our 
teachers, have come to London from 60  
or more countries). 
 The most distinguishing feature of the 
Architectural Association has long been the 
intense internationalism of its engagement 
with architecture. The Visiting School  
is a platform created by the AA to further 
extend this engagement and to learn from 
the realities of today’s highly distributed, 
global architectural culture. Since its launch 
in January 2008 in Dubai with a small design 
workshop led by AA tutors and a brilliant 
group of local partners and supporting 
networks, the AA Visiting School has grown 
into a worldwide programme of short 
courses, design and research workshops  
of extraordinary depth, quality and learning. 
Thanks to the exceptional abilities of our 
local partners working on the ground in 
highly focused, engaged terrains, students 
from around the world have the opportunity 
to be part of this work, to learn from and gain 
additional experience within settings that 
provide some of the most challenging design 
and research paradigms of our time.

Brett Steele
Director, AA School
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Top and bottom: AA Summer School: Stories from the City, July 2011 
Photos Valerie Bennett
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Introduction

Before I sat down to write this brief 
introduction to a remarkable collection  
of wildly different academic programmes,  
I asked myself what makes an architecture 
workshop. A few years ago I thought  
I knew – it was experimentation, intensity, 
camaraderie and new friendships. In many 
ways it still is all of those things, but it is  
also about so much more. Among the  
myriad forms of teaching and learning in 
architectural education, I never imagined  
that the short-term workshop had so  
much mileage. The 50 workshops in this 
prospectus are the widest ranging, most 
testing and take on more forms than in any 
previous year of the AA’s Visiting School.  
I am also acutely aware that this is just  
the tip of the iceberg. There is so much more 
to be done with this format that even now  
I can hardly wait for next year’s line up,  
which will be still more varied and compelling.
 One characteristic that every one of 
these workshops shares is a highly tuned, 
unique agenda that makes each of them  
a specialised design ‘unit’ or studio in  
its own right. If you have opened this book 
mistakenly thinking that all workshops  
are the same, and that location alone  
is the determining factor in choosing one 
programme over another, then you are  
about to be blown away. Where once the 
dissemination of a software gospel by a 
couple of CAD monkeys was enough reason 
to convene a small group, today this is no 
longer the case – look at what Liam and 
Kate, Stewart and Kristin, and Kirk are all 
scheming in the United States, or what  
Peter is planning in Seoul and what Trevor, 
Anderson and Alex are up to at Bedford 
Square. When once we all thought a 
workshop was for a fixed length before  
we went back to our ‘real’ lives you’ll see, 
especially in what Anne and Franklin are 
doing in São Paulo over four separate 
sessions or what Jorge is putting together  
in Paris, that those days are long gone.  
You’ll also notice that the idea of setting  

up a bastion in one location and laying down 
enough infrastructure to power a small 
nation is a thing of the past. The workshops 
now are much more nimble, as we see with 
Nuria and Francisco in Havana or with  
the workshops that come under the banner  
AA Italy – with Stefano in Venice and on 
Asinara Island, Tommaso in Ivrea, and  
Marco and Claudia in Milan. And what about 
the ‘Little Architect’ – Mark Cousins hasn’t 
forgotten the future.
 Someone asked me recently to define 
the AA Visiting School – I told him that it 
really denied any fixed description. What the 
truly unbelievable collection of programmes, 
personalities and places on these 100-plus 
pages shows, is that the idea of the Visiting 
School is being invented and reinvented all 
the time.

Christopher Pierce
Director, AA Visiting School

4

Top: Mittelmeerland 2, Tangier, September 2011 
Photo Fatim Benhamza Zahra
Bottom: Kahwa Al Sabah studio – Oman TV programme,  
Patterns, Muscat, September 2011 ©GUtech / Manuela Gutberlet
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Top: Recovering Landscapes, Mexico City, January 2011, photo Alejandra Bosch
Bottom: Building Fashion, Paris, October 2011, photo Pierre Marquis

Top: Manufacturing Simplexities, Tehran, July 2011, photo Ali Akbar Shirjian
Bottom: Mittelmeerland 2, Dubrovnik, February 2011, photo Lana Patrak
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Top: Crafted Tower, Istanbul, April 2011, photo Elif Erdine
Bottom: Landscape Workshop, Koshirakura, September 2011 
Photo Sophie Ramsbotham

Top and bottom: Politics of Fabrication Laboratory, Valparaiso, 
August 2011, photos Nuria Álvarez Lombardero
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United Kingdom

Semester Programme
MakeLAB
Maeda Twisting Concrete
Visiting Teachers’ Programme
Visioning Architecture
Doctoring the Doctorate

SummerMAKE
Summer School
Little Architect
DLab / Green 01
DLab / Green 02
LociMAKE



9 January – 11 May 2012
Architectural Association
Directed by Naiara Vegara

The Semester Programme is a full-time 
15-week studio-based course open to under- 
graduate and graduate students from 
around the world. The programme is inte- 
grated with the AA’s undergraduate history 
and theory seminars and media and 
technical studies courses, and is designed 
to allow transferable study credits and the AA 
School awards a Certificate of Completion. 
 Bilbao will be the ground of experimen-
tation for this year’s core design studio.  
A new arterial road is set to replace the A8 
highway, leaving the vast infrastructure 
obsolete. An opportunity to incorporate this 
concrete barrier into the city and to question 
the future vision of the site will be the focus of 
our work. 
 The profile of Bilbao has been trans-
formed over the past 25 years thanks to 
urban regeneration along the River Nervion, 
which centred on the Guggenheim. The A8 
highway has the potential to be the backbone 
of a new transformation.
 As cities grow at an increasingly rapid 
pace, strategies for urban transformation 
need to consider not just the potential  
for expansion but also the recycling of the 
existing urban fabric. The High Line in  
New York City reinvented the use of elevated 
rail-tracks, creating new architecture that 
became the main driver for the activation  
of the Meat Packing District. 

 Exploring ways to connect the city’s 
characterful areas with the recycled infra-
structure we will develop new architectural 
typologies – hybrid volumes integrating 
mixed-use activities with sustainable and 
contemporary solutions. Our challenge  
will be to reinvent Bilbao’s A8 highway as  
a multilayered sky garden that roots itself  
in the city fabric through a unique hybrid 
architecture. To achieve this, we will use  
a design process based on constant 
experimentation through drawing, advance 
drawing techniques, model-making and 
conceptualisation via imagery and text. 
Students will formulate their individual vision 
to be exhibited in Bilbao. The completed 
research and explorations will inspire the 
new cycle of ideas for Bilbao’s next 
reincarnation. 

Naiara Vegara studied  
at the AA and has taught  
at the AA Singapore 
Visiting School from 2009 
to 2011. She has presented 
projects about virtual 
environments and the 
design process in 
architecture at Columbia 
University, Princeton  
and UPenn. Naiara worked 
at ACME until 2011, and 
now directs the AA Visiting 
School Semester 
Programme and the 
Design LAAB London 
Fundación Metropoli.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/semesterprog
http://semester.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£8,360 per participant, 
which includes a £3000 
deposit and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline 
9 December 2011

London Semester Programme United Kingdom
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Bilbao’s A8 Highway



9–16 April 2012
AA Hooke Park Workshop
Directed by Jeroen van Ameijde  
and Luke Olsen

AA MakeLAB explores strategies for the 
design and implementation of digitally  
driven fabrication technologies in the context 
of Hooke Park’s forestry and workshop 
resources. It is organised in collaboration 
with the AA’s Digital Prototyping Lab.
 The course will investigate a range  
of design and production methods, setting 
up customised digital work-flows that are 
informed by corresponding material systems 
and their technical and spatial potential. 
Experimentation will be conducted in small, 
workshop-led groups proposing innovative 
design-and-build methodologies using 
sensor-based generative design methods 
connected to customised fabrication 
hardware. Prototypical structures will be 
constructed using specific materials and 
sites available at Hooke Park. The workshop 
offers the unique opportunity to explore the 
application of highly experimental 
technologies towards the construction  
of architectural structures at 1:1.

 Each team will be assisted by experts  
in particular software and hardware tech-
nologies, including Rhino and Processing 
based work-flows and Kinect, Arduino and 
CNC based sensors, micro-controllers and 
actuators. For participants without specific 
experience a number of working software 
and hardware solutions will be offered  
at the beginning of the course. Supporting 
technologies such as laser cutting and CNC 
machining will also be available.
 The workshop programme includes 
lectures, tutorials and design reviews and  
will culminate in a final presentation with 
invited critics. 

Jeroen van Ameijde is 
head of Digital Prototyping 
and a unit master at the  
AA in London. He has 
practised in Holland, New 
York and Hong Kong and 
has lectured and taught 
workshops worldwide.

Luke Olsen is an architect 
and educator. He is 
founder of Gen(…)ltd,  
head of Unit 2 at University 
of Nottingham and 
coordinator of Year 3  
Technology at the Bartlett. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/makelab
http://makelab.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes materials, 
meals, accommodation 
and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline 
26 March 2012

Dorset MakeLAB United Kingdom

14 15

‘G-Cloud’, digitally generated structure built during MakeLab in Hooke Park, April 2011



17–22 April 2012
AA Hooke Park Workshop
Directed by Shin Egashira, Rubens Azedevo, 
Mehran Gharleghi

The Maeda Twisting Concrete workshop will 
take place at Hooke Park and is open to AA 
students and AA Members. Continuing from 
the previous series of building workshops 
experimenting with minimal surface fabric 
formworks, the Twisting Concrete workshop 
will make further explorations on design 
applications of GRC (glass-fibre reinforced 
concrete) at the scale of landscape furniture.
 This year’s session will focus on the 
making of a communal utility space, as an 
integral part of Hooke Park’s landscape, to 
be used and enjoyed by the AA community. 
This space will be an addition to the firewood 
oven that we designed and constructed in 
the last session. The workshop will also 
experiment with creative cooking sessions 
daily. Food, accommodation and materials 
will be provided courtesy of Maeda
Corporation Japan.

Shin Egashira has  
been teaching at the AA 
since 1990, currently as 
unit master of Diploma 11.

Rubens Azedevo is 
currently working at JH 
Architecture in London 
and on a megalomaniac 
book project.

Mehran Gharleghi has 
been collaborating with 
prominent architects in 
Iran since 2002 and 
recently collaborated with 
Plasma Studio and Fosters 
and partners in London.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/maeda 
http://twistingconcrete.tumblr.com

Fees
There is no application  
fee for this AA Visiting 
School. This programme  
is available only to  
AA students and  
AA members.

Application Deadline
16 March 2012

Dorset Maeda
Twisting Concrete

United Kingdom
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AA Maeda Twisting Concrete Workshop 2009/10. 20mm thick fiber-glass-reinforced concrete furniture disassembled into 
a series. Each piece was made from fabric formwork and a structurally integrated twisted loop of steel tube.



21 May – 8 June 2012
Architectural Association
Directed by Hugo Hinsley

The AA’s innovative model as a place of 
education and debate attracts the interest  
of academic visitors from all over the world. 
As a response to this interest we offer a short 
programme to give teachers of architecture 
an opportunity to engage with the teaching 
and research of the school, and to develop  
a debate about the aims and strategies of 
teaching architecture. The programme offers 
meetings with students and teachers, 
involvement in the review and assessment 
activities throughout the school, and the 
opportunity for detailed discussion of ideas 
and methods of education. Participants  
will present work for debate in a seminar on 
educational ideas and methods. Immersion 
in the culture of the school through its 
programme of lectures, seminars and 
exhibitions is encouraged. Visits are also 
organised to important examples of archi-
tecture and planning in London, a city  
that offers a rich historical and contemporary 
record and is a laboratory of urbanism  
and architecture.

Hugo Hinsley is an 
architect with expertise  
in housing, community 
buildings and urban 
development projects,  
and with a wide range  
of practice experience.  
He is a director of the 
Housing & Urbanism 
programme in the AA 
Graduate School, and also 
runs the Fifth Year course 
on professional practice. 
He is a member of the 
research committee of 
Europan, and has taught, 
lectured and published 
internationally. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/visitingteachers

Fees
There is no fee for  
this programme but 
participants are expected 
to pay a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline
12 March 2012

London Visiting Teachers’  
Programme

United Kingdom
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Mike Weinstock presenting Undergraduate students’ Technical Studies projects
Photo Valerie Bennett



11–21 June 2012 
Architectural Association
Directed by Trevor Flynn,  
Anderson Inge and Alex Kaiser

Visioning Architecture is an intensive 
immersion into drawing – predominately 
hand drawing. It will take place at the AA 
over ten consecutive days at the beginning  
of the 2012 Easter break.
 Acting as archaeologists, forensic 
observers and oracles, we will extract
evidence from the city, its people, stories and 
architecture. With selected sites in and near 
the St Giles area of London as our catalysts, 
we will use various forms of drawing, 
explorative and experimental, freehand and 
digital, to develop urban architectural visions.

 We will go on to discover and construct 
new realities of the city by weaving together 
visions of past, present and future. As the 
protagonist did in Christopher Nolan’s film 
Inception, we will ‘create and perceive  
our world simultaneously’, using drawing  
as a form of dreaming. Students will gain 
first-hand experience of collaborating on 
drawing that transcends mere portrayal. We 
will embrace drawing as an integral part of 
continuous design and thinking processes. 
 Finally, our drawing will work directly 
with the passage of time and movement 
through space. With footage of an urban 
journey as a base, we will collectively draw 
visions of the city in real time as overlays to 
the film. We will create time-based experi-
ences of urban proposals that will inevitably 
complement and compete with each other, 
just as the city always does with itself.

Trevor Flynn is an artist 
and director of Drawing at 
Work. He teaches drawing 
visualisation across the 
AA, at universities in the 
UK and USA, and within 
architecture and 
engineering practices.

Anderson Inge has taught 
at the AA since 1997. He 
practices in London, and 
also teaches at the RCA 
and the Rural Studio. 

Alex Kaiser trained at the 
AA and Oxford Brookes.  
A digital painter, he 
teaches trans-media 
visualisation at the AA and 
within design practices.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/visioningarchitecture 
http://aaschoollondon.tumblr.com

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
28 May 2012

London Visioning Architecture United Kingdom
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Don McCullin, 1969, detail from Peter Ackroyd’s London: The Biography



22–29 June 2012
Architectural Association
Directed by Mark Cousins

The AA is holding a post-doctoral workshop 
on issues and problems of supervising 
PhDs. Applications are welcome from those 
who already possess a PhD or are very  
near to completion. The course will be 
organised by Mark Cousins, director of 
History and Theory Studies at the AA School 
of Architecture. It is for young academics in 
the fields of architectural theory, architectural 
history and relevant disciplines. It considers 
the skills necessary to a supervisor. 

 The course will consist of two core 
elements. The first relates to helping the 
doctoral student to define and frame the PhD 
topic; to construct a detailed thesis proposal, 
to organise appropriate filing systems for 
research and to deal with the planning of the 
thesis in terms of chapters and paragraphs. 
The second core workshop will provide an 
opportunity to read and comment on pieces 
of writing, which will be supplied by existing 
AA PhD students. A third element will be 
independent presentations on specific 
issues – bibliography and especially new 
possibilities through electronic media; articles 
and conference papers written during the 
PhD; forms of publication subsequent to the 
PhD. The course is intended to provide an 
open framework and it draws upon long 
experience of supervision. The beginning of 
the course coincides with the opening of the 
AA Projects Review.
 The course is relevant to the supervision 
of those PhDs which take the traditional form 
of critical, historical and formal analysis of 
architectural and spatial issues. It does not 
deal with practice-based PhDs or with PhDs 
which are closer to the natural sciences.

Mark Cousins is director  
of History & Theory 
Studies at the AA where  
he has taught for many 
years in the undergradu-
ate, graduate and PhD 
programmes. He is a 
founding member of  
the London Consortium. 
Previously visiting 
professor at Columbia 
University, he is currently 
guest professor at  
South Eastern University 
Nanjing China.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/doctoringthedoctorate

Fees
£400 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
8 June 2012

London Doctoring  
the Doctorate

United Kingdom
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Mark Cousins and Adrian Forty hold a thesis review
Photo Valerie Bennett



1–15 July 2012
AA Hooke Park Workshop
Directed by Luke Olsen

SummerMAKE engages students in a live 
architecture project at Hooke Park timed  
to coincide with the AA Summer School  
in London. You will gain hands-on 
experience in workshop-driven design  
and production methods through a complete 
cycle of conceiving, modelling, prototyping, 
testing and building experimental 
architecture at 1:1. You will be immersed  
in an all-inclusive wood workshop with CNC 
machinery and make use of essential 
workshop tools for metal, textile and other 
materials. Working predominantly with wood 
sourced from the surrounding forest, 
experiments will be designed, constructed 
and tested as scaled models leading to an 
occupied architectural project.  

 SummerMAKE 2012 – which has  
the subtitle ‘Symphony’ – will explore and 
enhance the harmonies found within Hooke 
Park. Proposals will take the form of 
adaptations, augmentations, extensions  
or intrusions into the forest to produce new 
architectural arrangements. Participants  
will work in teams balanced according to 
particular interests, skills and ambitions, and 
will be guided by expert makers and tutors 
from the AA. 
 Hooke Park is a 350-acre working forest 
in Dorset, West England, located in an ‘Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty’. Participants 
live in the Edward Cullinan-designed 
residential lodge, work in the ABK/Frei 
Otto-designed wood workshop and eat in  
the refectory, also designed by ABK/Frei Otto.

Luke Olsen is an architect 
and educator. He is 
founder of Gen(…)ltd,  
head of Unit 2 at University 
of Nottingham and 
coordinator of Year 3  
Technology at the Bartlett. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/summermake 
http://summermake.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£995 per participant, 
which includes materials, 
meals, accommodation 
and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline
17 June 2012

Dorset SummerMAKE United Kingdom

24 25

Voyager³ designed and made by the 2011 SummerMAKE team



2–20 July 2012
Architectural Association
Directed by Natasha Sandmeier 

‘The after-party’s always better than  
the main event.’

As the Olympic Games draw to a close next 
summer, London will be struggling with 
 the question of what to do when the party’s 
over? Do we all just pick up the garbage,  
tidy up and go home? And, more importantly, 
where’s the after-party?
 This year’s AA Summer School will 
speculate on the after-life, after-party and 
after-city of the Olympic site in London.  
The programme will focus on the continuing 
relationship between the form of the event 
and the form of the city, from small-scale 
on-site performances and installations to the 
larger scale re-imaginings of an event-driven 
future city.
 The Summer School will invent and 
describe the Après-City through compelling 
perspectives: spatial, social, economic, 
ecological, cultural and technological. It will 
use London as an experimental laboratory  
of ideas and actions. Individual and collective 
discoveries are encouraged as well as 
innovative, evocative proposals. 
 Based on the renowned AA unit system, 
the three-week course emphasises tech-
niques of interpretation, recording, drawing, 
making and thinking through diverse media 
types, both analogue and digital. A challeng-
ing programme of design studios, field  
study, seminars and lectures emphasises  
the importance of both practice and theory  
in contemporary architecture. 

 With over 80 students hailing from  
over 35 countries, dynamic group work  
is encouraged to build on opportunities  
for exchange on all fronts – conceptual, 
architectural and cultural. Numerous 
techniques of working are promoted that 
include both analogue fabrication as well  
as digital production. In past years students 
have developed and presented projects  
as live performances, books, drawings, 
models, films, on-site installations, zines, 
broad-sheets, multimedia presentations  
and a 200-person interactive photoshoot. 
 Tutors, lecturers and critics include  
past and present AA unit masters as well  
as professionals pooled from disciplines as 
diverse as fashion, art, architecture, graphics, 
industrial design, urbanism and film. The 
course is aimed at undergraduate architec-
tural students who would like to experience 
the AA environment and/or those who are 
considering a change of school, newcomers 
to architecture, both recent school leavers 
and those considering a change of career. 

Natasha Sandmeier is  
an architect. She was a 
project architect for the 
Seattle Public Library 
while at OMA. Since 1995 
she has worked in the US, 
Greece, Rotterdam and 
London on projects 
ranging from the Venetian 
Hotel and Casino in LV to 
the Whitney Museum 
addition in NYC. Natasha 
has been unit master of 
Diploma Unit 9 at the AA 
since 2007, Intermediate 
Unit 3 master from 2001 to 
2007, and director of the 
AA Summer School since 
2002. She is partner of Big 
Picture Studio. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/summerschool
http://summerschool.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£1,650 per participant, 
which includes a £700 
deposit and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline
18 June 2012

London Summer School United Kingdom
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Top: Vertical gathering structure built by the students of Unit 3
Bottom: Sample pages from Unit 4’s comic book



23 July – 1 August 2012
Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead
Directed by Mark Cousins  
and Koushna Navabi

The AA is holding a Summer School for 
children from the age of seven to twelve. 
It will run on weekdays from 10am until 2pm 
at Rosslyn Hill in Hampstead. The school is 
directed by Mark Cousins of the AA and the 
artist Koushna Navabi. They will be assisted 
by Niloofar Kakhi and Mahsa Ramezan Poor. 
Applications are welcome, including from 
parents who work at the AA, for whom there 
would be transport for the children to and 
from the AA. These parents will also be given 
a discount.
 The school will be organised around  
a collective project. After the initial classes  
in certain drawing techniques the students 
will visit London Zoo as part of an exploration 
of poor living and housing conditions of 
animals. After this research the project will 
move to consider a new site for housing 
animals in the grassy area around Kenwood 
on Hampstead Heath.

 The school will provide an opportunity 
for participants to think, speak and draw 
buildings, maps and versions of plans.  
There will be an opportunity to make models 
and to experiment with different materials. 
This will lead to the collective project on  
the imagined site on Hampstead Heath.  
A previous knowledge of parametrics is  
not required!

Mark Cousins is director  
of History & Theory 
Studies at the AA where  
he has taught for many 
years in the undergradu-
ate, graduate and PhD 
programmes. He is a 
founding member of  
the London Consortium. 
Previously visiting 
professor at Columbia 
University, he is currently 
guest professor at  
South Eastern University 
Nanjing China.

Koushna Navabi is an 
artist with an MA in Fine 
Art from Goldsmiths.  
Her work explores the 
complex relations between 
the West and the Middle 
East and between craft 
and art. Previous 
exhibitions include Ikon 
Gallery, Birmingham, 
Kettles Yard, Cambridge, 
Percy Miller Gallery, 
London and Hiroshima  
Art Document, Japan. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/littlearchitect
Fees
£400 per participant

Application Deadline
9 July 2012

London Little Architect United Kingdom
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John Tenniel illustration for Alice in Wonderland 



Spring 2012
Architectural Association
Directed by Elif Erdine

DLab is an intensive computation- and 
fabrication-oriented workshop that explores 
the possibilities of digital design tools  
and rapid prototyping techniques as highly 
integrated systems of design development. 
 Starting in 2012, DLab is launching  
a new series that will take one of the most 
potent vehicles for emphasis in architecture 
– colour – and push it beyond the field  
of visual compositions and sensations, 
making it the common denominator for  
the generation of diverse computational 
proposals. In the first of this series, the 
colour green will be deployed as the vehicle 
for a number of rigorous experiments 
incorporating algorithmic design methodolo-
gies and digital fabrication techniques. 
Inspired by green, we will observe natural 
and biological structures of differing scales, 
then abstract and interpret these structures 
into elaborated design proposals. In this 
context, green is not just a representational/
graphic instrument but the catalyst for 
creative processes of meaning, interpretation 
and realisation. 

 Green 01 – the first of two workshops  
on the colour – will be the medium where 
design experiments of varying scales and 
formal/structural qualities will be generated 
and physically tested according to local  
and global design rules. 
 Based at the AA’s premises in London, 
DLab takes full advantage of the school’s 
richly varied public lecture programme, 
drawing on the expertise of London’s leading 
practitioners in the areas of digital design 
and fabrication techniques. 
 Participants have full access to the  
AA Digital Prototyping Lab for the fabrication  
of prototypes/models in various mediums 
and materials, including laser-cutting,  
CNC milling, 3D-printing and other forms  
of physical outputs. 

Elif Erdine is a PhD  
in Architectural Design 
candidate at the AA, 
working on ‘Design 
Research towards a 
Parametric Proto-Tower’ 
under the supervision  
of George Jeronimidis, 
Patrik Schumacher and 
Mike Weinstock. She has 
been working at Zaha 
Hadid Architects since 
2006. She received  
her BArch from Istanbul 
Technical University  
in 2003, and MArch from 
the AADRL in 2006. She  
is a registered architect  
in Turkey.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/dlab1 
http://dlab.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£1,370 per participant, 
which includes a £700 
deposit and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline
Spring 2012

London DLab / Green 01 United Kingdom
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23 July – 5 August 2012
Architectural Association and Hooke Park
Directed by Elif Erdine

Green 02 is the continuation and 
augmentation of the colour-based agenda 
initialised in April 2012 with DLab Green 01.  
Associated with the concepts of regeneration, 
emergence and growth in nature, the colour 
green will serve as our inspiration for 
observing natural and biological structures, 
which we will then abstract into elaborated 
design proposals. In this way, Green 02 will 
take up the design approaches and outcomes 
of Green 01 and continue to develop them 
through an emphasis on precise scale, 
performance and form-related criteria. 

 The initial phase of the workshop will 
involve the extensive use of digital design 
and analysis tools, with the aim of generating 
a working 1:1 prototype. For the second 
phase participants and tutors will move from 
London to the AA’s facilities at Hooke Park, 
Dorset, where they will work on the 
fabrication and assembly strategies of the 
prototype. Being an independent workshop 
as well as the continuation of a two-part 
agenda, Green 02 will give participants an 
opportunity to test the profound formal, 
structural and performative attributes of a 
real construction accentuating the qualities 
of delicacy, detail and elegance.
 Participants have full access to the AA’s 
Digital Prototyping Lab for the fabrication  
of prototypes/models in various mediums 
and materials, including laser-cutting, CNC 
milling, 3D printing, and other forms of 
physical outputs. 

Elif Erdine is a PhD  
in Architectural Design 
candidate at the AA, 
working on ‘Design 
Research towards a 
Parametric Proto-Tower’ 
under the supervision  
of George Jeronimidis, 
Patrik Schumacher and 
Mike Weinstock. She has 
been working at Zaha 
Hadid Architects since 
2006. She received  
her BArch from Istanbul 
Technical University  
in 2003, and MArch from 
the AADRL in 2006. She  
is a registered architect  
in Turkey.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/dlab2
http://dlab.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£2,020 per participant, 
which includes a £700 
deposit and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadline
9 July 2012

London / Dorset DLab / Green 02 United Kingdom

32 33

DLab 2011 student work
Photo Elif Erdine



3–7 September 2012
AA Hooke Park Workshop
Directed by Guy Mallinson and Luke Olsen

AA LociMAKE is a course in traditional  
and contemporary greenwood (unseasoned 
timber) fabrication techniques based at 
Hooke Park, the AA’s rural campus in Dorset. 
Hands-on classes will be provided by local 
master-craftsman Guy Mallinson. The name 
LociMAKE derives from the term genius loci, 
meaning ‘spirit of the place’. Daily workshops 
will explore techniques such as steam-
bending, Bendywood® and greenwood 
joinery. Working alongside architect-tutors, 
participants will experiment with the 
architectural potentials of these techniques, 
using green timber sourced from Hooke Park 
forest. These propositions will be tested as 
scaled models and 1:1 constructions. 

Guy Mallinson is a 
designer and craftsman  
in wood, teaching green 
woodworking in the 
Woodland Workshop  
in Dorset. Guy trained  
at Parnham House, at the 
RCA, and runs Mallinson 
Ltd, undertaking 
commissions such as  
the bendywood handrail 
for the Laban Centre.  
Guy was the wood mentor 
for the BBC Mastercrafts 
series.

Luke Olsen is an architect 
and educator. He is 
founder of Gen(…)ltd,  
head of Unit 2 at University 
of Nottingham and 
coordinator of Year 3  
Technology at the Bartlett. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/locimake
http://locimake.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes materials, 
meals, accommodation 
and a £50 Visiting 
Membership

Application Deadlilne
20 August 2012

Dorset LociMAKE United Kingdom
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Woodland Workshop, Dorset 2011, photo Guy Maillinson
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31 October – 10 November 2011
Les Arts Décoratifs
Directed by Jorge Ayala

Building Fashion is a cutting-edge course – 
the only one of its kind in the world – focusing 
exclusively on novel approaches to the 
emerging practice of fashion and 
architecture. The fashion scene is not just  
a collection of captured images, but an 
ensemble of socio-morphological forces 
connecting people and catalysing 
experimental, open-ended design. Fashion, 
with its affinity for transformation, is a 
complex terrain of architectural identities, 
scenery and performance – a dynamic 
space yielding vanguard ideas.
 Positioning ourselves on the edge  
of couture’s technological transformation,  
we will aim at rapid prototyping templates 
that stage sharp, raw, urban, experimental 
and alien spatial apparel logics.
 This new season’s topics are concerned 
with the acquisition of an appropriate 
knowledge of the in-vogue association 
[fashion + architecture], supported by a 
mastery of essential digital skills as 
preparation for physical experimentation.  
To this end, Building Fashion will develop  
a two-fold laboratoire: Computational  
and Physical Investigations.
 The Computational Investigations  
Lab is an interdisciplinary laboratory  
where students will engage with the study  
of generative and evolutionary design 
strategies in fashion through digital-based 
design research. The Physical Investigations 
Lab focuses on the study of physical 
performance and the manufacturing of novel 
spatial repertoires. 

 Physical prototyping will be an important 
instrument in developing an understanding 
of the design process. Alongside this 
intensive design input, the workshop will  
host a series of presentations and debates 
involving guest designers, entrepreneurs  
and internationally renowned participants.

 The Paris Experience
The stimulating cultural environment of Paris 
provides a concentrated introduction to  
a palette of fashion, design and architectural 
elements. Live learning is facilitated by site 
visits to the practices of the most important 
fashion designers in the world. The workshop 
will also take in an insightful retrospective  
of the British designer Hussein Chalayan’s 
wearable architecture, to be held at the Les 
Arts Décoratifs.
 Building Fashion is strengthened by  
a large network of Parisian patrons and 
sponsors, offering industrial, publishing  
and collaborative links.

Jorge Ayala is the founder 
of [Ay]A Studio, an 
international studio 
operating from Paris and 
committed to cutting-edge 
research and experimen-
tation across scales. [Ay]A 
engages with multidiscipli-
nary fields from fashion 
design to architecture to 
landscape urbanism, in 
both theoretical and 
professional practice. 
Jorge was part of the jury 
for the 2011 RIBA 
President’s Medals. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/paris
http://aaschoolparis.tumblr.com

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
21 October 2011

Paris Building Fashion Europe
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19–30 March 2012
Les Arts Décoratifs
Directed by Jorge Ayala

Alexander McQueen (1969–2010) was  
one of the most influential and provocative 
designers of his generation. His clothing 
challenged the generic and conventional 
parameters of fashion to express culture, 
politics and identity. McQueen went beyond 
the physical constraints of traditional  
clothing design by looking at its ideological 
and conceptual possibilities, addressing 
questions of race, gender, religion, sexuality 
and environment.
 During our March workshop, McQueen’s 
evolutionary designs will act as prompts for 
generating embryos within the body of work 
that is [Fashion+Architecture]. In biology, an 
embryo is defined as a multicellular organism 
at its earliest stage of development, from  
the time of the first cell division until birth  
or egg-hatching. In the AA’s Paris Visiting 
School, a collective embryo-genesis will fuse 
McQueen’s DNA and legacy with a novel  
and crucial debate about fashion in the 
post-McQueen era. Over a ten-day gestation 
period AA embryos will grow and develop 
 a consciousness informed by a set of social, 
contextual and operational issues ranging 
from mass production driven by capitalism  
to global temperature variations.

 The post-McQueen agenda seeks  
to eradicate the non-responsiveness within 
clothing design by reviewing McQueen’s 
alienated proportions, aiming to bust fashion 
out of its commercial stranglehold. Central  
to the programme is the desire to grow the 
potential for meshing the parallel disciplines 
of fashion and architecture within a digital/ 
physical cross-over studio. Our overriding 
aim: to consolidate the emerging discipline  
of bodily architecture.  
 Debates and lectures will be held with 
invited experts on a daily basis. By placing 
fashion designers at the centre of the 
process, the workshop seeks to challenge 
much more than just clothing design.

Jorge Ayala is the founder 
of [Ay]A Studio, an 
international studio 
operating from Paris and 
committed to cutting-edge 
research and experimen-
tation across scales. [Ay]A 
engages with multidiscipli-
nary fields from fashion 
design to architecture to 
landscape urbanism, in 
both theoretical and 
professional practice. 
Ayala was part of the jury 
for the 2011 RIBA 
President’s Medals. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/paris2
http://aaschoolparis.tumblr.com

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
5 March 2012

Paris Post-McQueen 
Embryos

Europe
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Photo Alexander McQueen label



24–30 March 2012
Istanbul Technical University,  
Faculty of Architecture
Directed by Elif Erdine

Connected Tower is a continuation and 
augmentation of last year’s workshop on the 
‘Crafted Tower’. It will amplify the concept  
of verticality in Istanbul, a city with a swell-
ing population of towers that are constantly 
altering its urban fabric and its skyline.
 The workshop’s agenda is to radically 
decompose the tower in order to liberate  
it from its current fixed typology, which is 
dominated by repetition and segmentation. 
By challenging the architectural characteris-
tics and urban implications of the city’s 
existing high-rises, we aim to set the tower 
free from the binary axioms it remains 
submerged in – building and city, circulation 
and habitation, structure and skin. 
 The workshop will create an extreme 
testing ground where the tower can evolve 
from a solitary type into a novel vertical 
system inscribed with the qualities of 
adaptation, integration and fluidity. The 
design process highlights learning from the 
integrated nature of biological systems in 
order to infuse vertical systems with adap-
tive, multi-functional qualities. The genera-
tion of differentiated verticality is carried out 
by algorithmic design processes in various 
computation platforms. Creations in the 
digital world are then tested and realised 
with digital fabrication processes involving 
diverse CNC methods, leading to the 

production of physical prototypes of various 
scales. Complementing Connected Tower’s 
agenda, a series of lectures by leading 
academics and professionals will be organ-
ised as part of the workshop’s public events. 
 The extreme spatial dimension of 
verticality will be put to the test through  
an online platform linking the workshop  
with another AA Visiting School, AA Athens, 
which is taking horizontality as its agenda. 
Participants are encouraged to join both 
workshops in order to experience the 
transition between the two architectural 
limits, and fee discounts will be offered to 
those interested taking part in both Athens 
and Istanbul.

Elif Erdine is a PhD  
in Architectural Design 
candidate at the AA, 
working on ‘Design 
Research towards a 
Parametric Proto-Tower’ 
under the supervision  
of George Jeronimidis, 
Patrik Schumacher and 
Mike Weinstock. She has 
been working at Zaha 
Hadid Architects since 
2006. She received her 
BArch from Istanbul 
Technical University  
in 2003, and MArch from 
the AADRL in 2006. She  
is a registered architect  
in Turkey.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/istanbul 
http://ai.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership. Fee 
discounts will be offered to 
those interested in taking 
part in the Visiting Schools 
in both Athens and Istanbul.

Application Deadline
10 March 2012

Istanbul Connected Tower Europe
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‘Point of View’: Vertical versus Horizontal
Photo Laurent Dejente



1–7 April 2012
NTUA School of Architecture
Directed by Alexandros Kallegias

In today’s world of amplified social 
interaction and connectivity there is a need 
for the built environment to evolve beyond  
its current relatively static state. Cipher  
City takes place in Athens, one of the most 
historical cities in Europe, but also one  
of the changeable, driven by innovation  
and creativity. Our setting offers a direct 
engagement with design models 
characterised by action. 
 In Cipher City, the act of reaching from 
one place to another in a continuous and 
fluid way becomes the starting point for the 
development of working kinetic prototypes 
energised by motion on horizontal planes. 
The workshop aims to bring out the latent 
dynamic qualities of urban surroundings  
and to bridge these with the animate qualities 
of the human body. During this process, 
participants will experience the historical, 
contemporary and geographical diversity  
of Athens on studio trips. They will challenge 
conventional design approaches in order  
to break the dichotomy between the building 
and the urban realm. Capable of responding 
to external stimuli, the proposed structures 
will apply the concepts of motion and 
real-time reaction to various parameters. 

 In this computational workshop, design 
teams will experience a diverse range of 
digital fabrication systems from CNC routers 
to 3D printers. The final archetypes will  
then be related to proposals produced  
by the AA Istanbul Visiting School, which  
is exploring the contrasting agenda of 
verticality. The end results of one school will 
become the design counter-arguments for 
the other. Participants are encouraged to join 
both workshops in order to experience the 
transition between the two spatial extremes 
and fee discounts will be offered to those 
taking part in both Athens and Istanbul.

Alexandros Kallegias 
studied architecture in 
Greece and at the AA 
Design Research Lab. 
His research explores 
computation as a design 
problem-solving 
approach, a means to 
transform static models  
to animated kinetic 
prototypes. He has taught 
in the AA DLab and 
Istanbul Visiting Schools 
and is currently working  
at Zaha Hadid Architects. 
He is a registered architect 
in Greece and the UK.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/athens  
http://ai.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership. Fee 
discounts will be offered to 
those interested in taking 
part in the Visiting Schools 
in both Athens and Istanbul.

Application Deadline
18 March 2012

Athens Cipher City Europe
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‘Point of View’: Horizontal versus Vertical
Photo Laurent Dejente



2–8 April 2012
Muxagata Village, Vila Nova de Foz Côa
Directed by Shin Egashira

Muxagata, Vila Nova de Foz Côa, is a small 
village situated along the Côa river, near the 
Portuguese/Spanish border, 120km from  
the city of Port. Traditionally known for its 
wine, olives and almonds, the region became 
famous in the late 1980s for the discovery  
of a Paleolithic site along the Côa valley, 
containing thousands of engraved drawings 
of animal, human and abstract figures  
dating from 22,000 to 10,000 BC. Prompted 
by this discovery and the necessity of its 
preservation, in 1995 the Portuguese 
government cancelled the planned hydro-
electric power plant on the river and instead 
created a park for archaeological study  
and public visits.

 Running since 2008, the Muxagata 
workshop has been organised by Pedro 
Jervell and Mafalda Nicolau de Almeida in 
collaboration with the regional government 
and the town of Muxagata and welcomes 
individual collaborators from the arts, 
architecture, archaeology and filmmaking.  
Its aim is to speculate on ways to rejuvenate 
the post-agricultural community and seek  
an identity for it that avoids both the tourist
industry or traditional farming as its future 
solution.
 In its 2012 iteration, the workshop will 
continue with a series of accumulative
interventions in relation to Muxagata’s social/
cultural sustainability, working directly with 
many of the town’s unoccupied buildings and 
leftover spaces. Among these projects, the 
workshop will continue with the conversion 
of the town’s historic communal oven.

Shin Egashira produces
art and architecture all
over the world and his
recent installations
include Time Machine  
(forthe Beyond Entropy  
AA research cluster) and
Twisting Concrete, both  
ofwhich fuse old and new
technologies. Over the
last ten years he has been
conducting a series of
landscape workshops in
rural communities across
the world, and he has
been teaching at the AA
since 1990, currently as
unit master of Diploma
Unit 11.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/muxagata

Fees
The AA Visiting School  
is free for AA Members, 
students and staff. Other 
applicants are required  
to pay a £50 AA Visiting 
Membership fee. 
Accommodation is 
provided.

Application Deadline
19 March 2012

Muxagata Building Workshop Europe
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Muxagata communal oven construction: inside view, 2011



14–21 April 2012
Asinara National Park, Sardinia
Directed by Stefano Rabolli Pansera

‘There are no “cuts’ in the film but only 
stretching and folding of the landscape. 
Because of the camera’s presence,  
because of the possibility of fiction,  
the land becomes the film.’ Philippe Parreno

The deserted island of Asinara and its 
derelict prison will form the next stage in 
Beyond Entropy’s continuing investigation 
into the relationship between energy and 
form (www.beyondentropy.com).
 Tourism presents the biggest threat to 
Asinara, as well as its greatest opportunity.  
It has the potential to generate much-needed 
revenue and employment, but also risks 
damaging fragile ecosystems. The Visiting 
School in Asinara will question conventional 
forms of tourism and analyse their possible 
impact on the island and the nearby coastal 
settlements, particularly the villages of 
Stintino and Porto Torres.
 Studies estimate that the capacity  
for tourism is around 1,000 people/day. 
However, this density is only achievable  
if new forms of accommodation can be 
provided. Beyond Entropy Asinara will focus 
on the ruins of the former high-security 
prison in the compounds of Cala d’Oliva  
and Trabuccato and ask: Can the prison  
that gave Asinara its ‘Devil’s Island’ past  
also be the basis for a regenerated future?  
Can a building designed to separate its 
inhabitants from society become the driving 
force for partnerships between man and nature?

 Following presentations from the 
Conservatoria delle Coste della Sardegna, 
Alghero University Planning Department and 
Desert-Med, participants will be set specific 
architectural problems: What is the form  
of the island’s public space? Which buildings 
can host productive activities? How can the 
transformation of the existing prison enable 
new forms of inhabitation? We will work  
in groups and use video as the main tool  
with which to survey the island and produce 
an architectural vision. Through filming, 
photography and editing, we will suggest  
a new narrative form for the future of Asinara. 
We will conclude the Visiting School with  
the first Asinara Film Festival.

Stefano Rabolli Pansera  
graduated with Honours 
from the AA in 2005.  
After working for Herzog  
& de Meuron, he was  
AA Intermediate 5 unit 
master from 2007 to 2011. 
He is the director of Rabolli 
Pansera Ltd, a London-
based practice with 
projects in the UK, Lebanon 
and Italy, and founder and 
director of Beyond Entropy, 
a research programme 
investigating the 
relationship between 
energy and form. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/asinara 
http://asinara.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
2 April 2012

Asinara Island, 
Sardinia

Beyond Entropy 
Asinara

Europe
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View of Asinara Island from Stintino, Sardinia



Spring 2012
Santa Clara Palace
Directed by João Bravo da Costa

Design for Change is an architectural  
design and research workshop focusing on 
the exploration of digital design techniques  
and the production of a small exhibition  
of architectural design experiments.
 The workshop will begin with an 
investigation and discussion of the context: 
Lisbon’s urban core, its decreasing density 
and intensity, 4,000 vacant buildings, and  
the potential for re-programming and 
transforming the city one operation at a time.
 Participants will be introduced to basic 
techniques for parametric modelling with 
Rhino and Grasshopper. Basic concepts will 
be introduced and explored using sample 
models and exercises.
 Once introduced to context and method, 
each participant will then select a specific 
site and a theme for an intervention. The site 
will be a public space or a disused building 
with a plan area no smaller than 100m2  
and no larger than 1,000m2. Proposals  
will be inspired by themes explored in the 
modelling exercises – eg topological 
singularities, aggregate constructions, 
generative algorithms, etc.

 The workshop will be based in an old 
urban palace currently being re-programmed 
as a centre for architectural culture – the 
Lisbon Architecture Triennale will have  
its base of operations there. The centrally 
located building, high on the hill of the 
medieval Santa Clara district, will itself be  
a subject for the workshop, as participants 
will make an installation of their work in  
the courtyard. The installation of crafted 
objects, printed images and algorithms will 
remain after the workshop and will be open 
to the public.
 Design for Change offers a condensed 
version of the AA’s unique system of  
learning and teaching, concentrated on  
the specific context of Lisbon. The workshop 
will be conducted by João Bravo da Costa, 
Alvin Huang and Marta Malé-Alemany along 
with other tutors from the AA and Portugal, 
and will culminate in a jury with specially 
invited guests. 

João Bravo da Costa is  
an architect and educator 
with an extensive 
experience in research 
and design projects 
around the world. He has  
a Master’s degree from  
the AA’s Design Research 
Laboratory and worked in 
the Netherlands with OMA, 
collaborating on the new 
CCTV Headquarters in 
Beijing and on the strategic 
vision for the Shanghai 
2010 World Expo.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/lisbon
http://lisbon.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
Spring 2012

Lisbon Design for Change Europe
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In Lisbon, creativity bursts through a shell of neglected urban architecture, eager for new experiments  
© Fernando Sandim



7–17 July 2012
Viapiranesi and Cascina Parco Sud
Directed by Claudia Pasquero  
and Marco Poletto

We grow food fast, we eat fast, we diet fast  
or we could say, ‘we waste fast’. What is  
the future of food consumption, and what 
form will the new urban landscape of food 
production take? Can we imagine 
environments of novel culinary exploration, 
engineered from a hybridisation of traditional 
Italian practices, rites and festivals with 
contemporary digital design technologies, 
prototyping protocols and bio-gardening 
techniques? 
 ‘Cyber-GARDENing the city’ proposes  
a new form of bio-architectural design 
laboratory where multiple growing practices 
are explored as the means to critically 
assess the future of urban agriculture and its 
potential to evolve into new bio-architectural 
landscapes and radical urban lifestyles.  
The teaching model of the lab is grounded  
in the experimental tradition of the AA and 
the design philosophy of ecoLogicStudio, 
who will run the workshop. 
 Set within the emergent bio-farming 
network on the outskirts of Milan (site of the 
2015 World Expo), our first productive atelier 
will embark on a series of ‘growing’ 
experiments inspired by the achievements  
of the Slow Food movement, but radicalising 
its efforts through the deliberate cross-
contamination of the traditional and the 
futuristic, the natural and the bio-engineered.

  Aspiring cyber-gardeners will be able  
to explore and invent new hybrid design 
practices by combining digital growth 
simulations with biological sensing, robotic 
actuation with hydroponic cultivation,  
and cutting-edge rapid prototyping with 
traditional crochet. These bio-architectural 
playgrounds will materialise as 1:1 
prototypical spaces embedded with 
biological life, sensing and actuating 
potential and digital computational power.
 The workshop will be supported by  
a series of seminars, growing sessions  
with invited specialists, and dedicated 
algorithmic modelling and prototyping 
tutorials. The workshop is open to students 
and professionals from the disciplines  
of architecture, urban, landscape, product 
and interactive design, biology, computer 
science and robotics. Gardening enthusiasts 
are welcome.

Claudia Pasquero  
and Marco Poletto  
are co-founders of 
ecoLogic-Studio Ltd 
(www.ecologicstudio.com), 
an architectural and urban 
design studio based  
in London. Completed 
projects include a public 
library, private villas, large 
facades and parametric 
masterplans. ecoLogic-
Studio has developed 
prototypes and installa-
tions for architectural 
biennales and it runs 
international workshops. 
Claudia and Marco have 
been Intermediate 10  
unit masters since 2007.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/milan 
http://cybergardening.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
23 June 2012

Milan cyber-GARDENing  
the city

Europe
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Cyber-GARDENing robotic cultivation atelier run by ecoLogicStudio for Smart Geometry 2011 in Copenhagen



16–27 July 2012
Bilbao-San Sebastián, ETSASS
Directed by Maider Llaguno Munitxa  
and Clara Olóriz

The integration of dense infrastructural 
networks within complex topographical 
territories is all too often ignored as a design 
problem. Taking this condition as our main 
focus and the cities of San Sebastián and 
Bilbao as our testing ground, we will look at 
the ecological, social and urban challenges 
posed by complex topography. 
 The mountainous border region  
between France and Spain has historically 
been characterised by major infrastructural 
projects. The workshop takes advantage  
of the invested resources and the missed 
design opportunities to create new  
material dialogues between topography  
and infrastructure that respond to contemp-
orary ecologies.

 Computing Topos will build a platform 
for designers to engage not only with 
computational research but also with digital 
fabrication processes. It will focus on  
the hybridisation of tailored infrastructures 
through adaptive micro-scale prototypes 
developed in conjunction with local 
fabricators and R+D institutions. Studio-
based design work will be complemented  
by lectures and seminars about engineering 
techniques, computational design and 
fabrication processes. 
 The Visiting School will be preceded  
by a symposium in June to discuss environ-
mentally adaptive fabrication processes.  
The discussion will be framed around the 
following questions: How can we approach 
design in a more integrated and contextual 
way using digital information and fabrication? 
How can we link environmental, social, 
spatial and constructive concerns? How can 
we tailor designs? Can we respond to 
contemporary ecologies with prototypical 
strategies?

Maider Llaguno Munitxa  
obtained her diploma  
in architecture from 
ETSASS/ETSAB and  
from GSAPP, Columbia 
University. She currently 
leads her practice and  
is a PhD researcher at  
the ETH in Zurich.

Clara Olóriz is a PhD 
researcher, tutor and 
practising architect.  
She teaches at ETSAUN 
(where she graduated  
in architecture) and in  
the AA’s Landscape 
Urbanism programme. 
She also co-directs the  
AA research cluster on 
‘Urban Prototypes’. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/sansebastian
http://bilbaosansebastian.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
2 July 2012

San Sebastián Computing Topos Europe
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A8 road reaching Zarauz, Guipuzcoa, photo Maider Llaguno Munitxa



16–27 July 2012
Olivetti Complex
Directed by Tommaso Franzolini 

Adriano Olivetti believed that the factory 
could be the focus for a new ideal community 
that could counteract the atomisation of 
modern society. In the 1950s, the Olivetti 
complex in Ivrea became a world industrial 
capital and a pioneering embodiment of his 
vision of ‘Comunità’ – a direct application of 
architecture to improve the living standards 
of the workers.
 The Olivetti productive facilities at Ivrea 
are now defunct and are being transformed  
into call centres and generic workplaces  
for the knowledge economy. Workshop 
participants will be asked to investigate their 
adaptive reuse as part of a long-term project 
exploring the relations between architecture 
and contemporary conditions of production 
promoted by the AA and the Olivetti Founda-
tion. This year’s brief will focus on the design 
of a prototypical live/work environment. 
 The experimental design workshop  
will introduce industrial methodologies  
and manufacturing processes with the  
aim of familiarising students with the use  
of PLM (Product Lifecycle Management) 
technologies to conceive, design and 
manufacture an architectural product.

 In phase one, the research will begin 
from the generic unit understood as a  
live/work environment using a custom-
written application of Digital Project led by 
Gehry Technologies. This will result in a 
prototype, which will be developed in line 
with emerging industrial standards and 
techniques including DMU (Digital Mock 
Ups) and RP modules.
 The second phase will test the ability  
of these prototypes to cluster into a civic 
ensemble and propose experimental reuses 
of the Olivetti facilities. Software sessions 
will be focused on advanced parametric 
design and Dessault Systems’ industrial 
platforms such as Simulia and Delmia for 
structural testing and assembly simulation.
 A final product based on the graphic 
qualities of Olivetti advertising campaigns 
will result in posters exploring the 
architectural possibilities developed through 
the process. 
 The two-week course will be supported 
by a series of interdisciplinary seminars 
which will be collected into a publication and 
also exhibited in London, Ivrea and Rome.

Tommaso Franzolini  
is an AA graduate and  
former project architect  
at FOA. He now co-directs 
Franzolini Architects  
with projects in the UK 
 and in Italy. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/ivrea 
http://ivrea.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
2 July 2012

Ivrea Factory Futures Europe
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Workers at the Olivetti ICO Factory in Ivrea  
Photo from ‘Olivetti, profilo di un’industria’, 1963 © Gianni Berengo 



1–16 August 2012
Villa Arson
Directed by Goswin Schwendinger  
and Pascal Schöning

‘Love and Crime. Basta!’ is a 10-day 
investigation into the realm of short silent 
movies in order to find and establish a 
creative approach towards a new structural 
and visual language.
 Using Pascal’s Manifesto for a 
Cinematic Architecture as an entry point,  
we will investigate the essence of cinematic 
architecture as the transformation of 
physicality into an energised, ever-changing 
process of illuminated and enlightening event 
appearances where past, present and future 
activate a time-spatiality through our senses.
 Pondering Godard’s 1964 sentiment 
‘Cinema is the most beautiful fraud in the 
world,’ we will immerse ourselves in Nice, the 
Côte d’Azur’s capital of criminality, where we 
believe the South of France offers the perfect 
climate and light to encourage the spirit of 
creativity, imagination and fantasy.
 With Nice as our backdrop we will start 
with a constructed still image from a written 
fictional moment. From this we will extract  

a timeline for a possible plot to be casted, 
produced, shot and finally edited with  
the aim of making a short silent movie that 
can reflect precisions of light, sound,  
colour, texture, movement of camera and 
actor, all choreographed to give a very 
specific definition of a place, a mood and  
a psychological moment that is known to  
us as a cinematic house.
 Joining us as a collaborator on this 
enterprise will be Merlin Eayrs, whose 
technical expertise, vast architectural 
knowledge and philanthropic approach  
will help us in fieldwork, discussions and 
tutorials throughout the course.

Goswin Schwendinger  
is a photographer and 
architect who teaches  
at the AA and also works 
independently.

Pascal Schöning taught  
at the AA for 25 years  
and was the unit master
of Diploma Unit 3 
investigating Cinematic 
Architecture.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/nice 
http://aaschoolnice.tumblr.com

 
Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
20 July 2012

Nice Love and Crime. Basta! Europe
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24 August – 1 September 2012
UdK, Berlin University of the Arts
Directed by Marianne Mueller and  
Olaf Kneer

The international art world – an infrastructure 
of artists, curators, art dealers, collectors, 
galleries and art tourists – is a growing and 
powerful force that is visibly changing the 
face of Berlin. Although organised globally, 
this system has triggered the local 
transformation of the city’s spaces. Here, 
private galleries are taking over the function 
of the museum. New nomadic institutions are 
emerging. The highly controlled context of 
the gallery is being challenged by alternative 
modes of displaying and viewing 
contemporary art. Museums are searching 
for other ways of acting. 
 AA Berlin Laboratory engages in 
research, discussion and proposals around 
spaces for contemporary art in Berlin and 
beyond. What role can the museum secure 
in this dynamic context? How are formal, 
organisational and functional requirements 
for art spaces shifting? What time-scales 
and geographies are involved in the growing 
network that disseminates art?

 In this workshop we will visit some  
of today’s most significant artists in their 
studios, make connections to institutions, 
visit collectors, galleries, museums and 
alternative art spaces, and reflect on the 
workings of the international art system.  
We will trace existing networks and spaces, 
speculate on their current and future validity 
and question models of exhibition practices. 
What is the future of the Kunsthalle?
 AA Berlin Laboratory will be accompa-
nied by a public programme of events which 
act as a vital part of our research and  
involve a range of international artists, 
curators, critics and architects. This year  
we will partner with UdK, Berlin University  
of the Arts, one the world’s largest and  
most diversified universities of the arts, 
whose faculty currently includes artists 
Olafur Eliasson and Ai Weiwei.

Marianne Mueller and  
Olaf Kneer are directors  
of Casper Mueller Kneer 
Architects (www.
caspermuellerkneer.com)
and have recently 
completed the new 
galleries for White Cube  
in Bermondsey, Europe’s 
largest commercial art 
space. Their work has 
been recognised through  
a number of awards 
including the ‘AJ Corus  
40 under 40’. Marianne 
and Olaf have been 
teaching at the AA since 
2007 and are directors of 
the Concrete Geometries 
Research Cluster (www.
concrete-geometries.net).

www.aaschool.ac.uk/berlin 
http://berlin.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
10 August 2012

Berlin Future Kunsthalle Europe
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John Bock’s exhibition ‘Fischgrätenmelkstand’ at the Temporäre Kunsthalle Berlin, shortly before its demolition in 2010



3–13 September 2012
Fondazione Giorgio Cini and La Biennale
Directed by Stefano Rabolli Pansera

‘Tradition is not the cult of ashes but the 
custody of fire.’ Gustav Mahler

The Visiting School in Venice (developed  
in association with Fondazione Giorgio Cini 
and La Biennale di Venezia) is part of Beyond 
Entropy’s continuing investigation into the 
relationship between energy and form  
(www.beyondentropy.com). 
 Territorial development in the Venice 
region is in a period of stasis. Economic, 
political and social forces have reached  
a level of saturation and immobility. Urban, 
natural and agricultural areas are no longer 
distinct, but have been compromised 
through a series of annexations and 
crossovers that have created an endless 
entropic landscape – northern Italy’s sprawl.
 We will study the historical development 
of the relationship between Venice and the 
‘terra ferma’, from Palladio to Studio Secchi 
Viganó, immersing ourselves in this region 
and proposing new ways to document and 
understand the urban sprawl. In contrast  
to the notion of ‘sightseeing’, the idea  
of ‘visiting’ offers direct spatial experience  
of the diffused city. Each participant in  
the Visiting School will become a detective,  
a forensic observer wandering, observing, 
documenting and collecting evidence of  
the dissipation of traditional forms of urban 
density and occupation.

 After a visit to the Biennale, participants 
will be challenged with specific architectural 
tasks: How to map the daily transformation  
of the suburbs of Venice? How to represent 
the boundary of the city in the horizon  
of such endless urbanity? How to identify 
spaces for production and spaces for 
consumption? We will work individually  
and use video, performance, drawings  
and models as tools to survey and document 
the entropic landscape around Venice.  
We will produce an architectural survey in 
the form of prototypes that will be exhibited 
in a pop-up exhibition at the Fondazione 
Giorgio Cini in September. 

Stefano Rabolli Pansera  
graduated with Honours 
from the AA in 2005.  
After working for Herzog  
& de Meuron, he was AA 
Intermediate 5 unit master 
from 2007 to 2011. He  
is the director of Rabolli 
Pansera Ltd, a London-
based practice with 
projects in the UK, 
Lebanon and Italy,  
and founder and director 
of Beyond Entropy, a 
research programme 
investigating the 
relationship between 
energy and form. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/venice

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
20 August 2012

Venice Beyond Entropy  
Venice

Europe
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View of Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venice



6–16 September 2012
University of Liechtenstein
Directed by Peter Staub and Teresa Cheung

Situated in the heart of the Alps, Alpine AA 
takes advantage of its location to investigate 
the relationship between nature and artifice 
in one of the most beautiful yet challenging 
terrains in the world. 
 Despite their formation – 82 four-
thousanders (peaks over 4,000m) alongside 
a series of smaller mountains, glaciers, lakes 
and rivers – the Alps are in no way 
impassable. The vectors of war, commerce, 
pilgrimage and tourism have dramatically 
transformed the physical landscape of the 
Alps, as well as land use and inhabitation. 
Whilst most consider the Alpine region to be 
an entirely natural environment, it is in fact  
a synthetic landscape shaped by the need 
for accessibility, connectivity and energy 
production. It is highly developed, not only  
on the surface, in the form of road passes, 
wind farms and hydro-electric dams, but also 
deep underground, excavated both by the 
Swiss Army in the 1930s and 1940s –
creating numerous derelict bunkers – and  
by the makers of a series of infrastructural 
tunnels. The first of these was constructed  
in 1882, and the latest, the Gotthard Base 
Tunnel, scheduled for completion in 2016, 
will be the longest tunnel in the world at 57 
kilometres.

 The workshop will focus on developing 
visionary yet sensitive proposals that analyse 
and map this shift, providing possible 
solutions for the future use, inhabitation and 
development of invisible infrastructures and 
excavations underground. The investigations 
will require a close examination of both 
vertical and horizontal sectional conditions in 
order to reveal what lies beneath the pristine 
surface. 
 Alpine AA will be based at the University 
of Liechtenstein. Lectures and workshops 
with experts in the fields of cartography, 
architecture and engineering as well as 
history and theory will provide invaluable 
input to the projects, which will culminate in a 
public exhibition of a series of installations.

Peter Staub currently 
holds a visiting professor-
ship in Architectural 
Design Theory at the 
University of Liechten-
stein. He is a former AA 
Diploma unit master and 
the co-editor of Mediating 
Architecture (AA 
Publications, 2011).

Teresa Cheung is an 
architect and currently 
teaches in the laboratory 
of ALICE (Atelier de la 
Conception d’Espace) at 
the Ecole Polytechnique 
Fédérale de Lausanne, 
Switzerland.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/liechtenstein 
http://alpineaa.wordpress.com

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
23 August 2012

Vaduz,  
Liechtenstein

Alpine AA Europe
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A rear view of the driller head of the tunnel boring machine that is carving out the Gotthard 
Base Tunnel, photo www.alptransit.ch





Africa

Digital Constructions
HyperSpace dB



31 August – 13 September 2012
University of Cape Town
Directed by Kristof Crolla  
and Jeroen van Ameijde

Digital Constructions brings together 
international and local students, academics 
and practising architects in a two-week 
programme investigating digital design  
and fabrication methods for the production 
of social housing in South Africa. Organised 
as a collaboration between the AA, the 
University of Hong Kong and local industry 
partners, the workshop combines advanced 
design processes with local manufacturing 
facilities for the production of 1:1 scale 
housing prototypes.
 Held in Cape Town this year to coincide 
with the AZA 2012 Biennial Festival, the 
workshop utilises the most current digital 
design and fabrication technologies, 
exploring their potential applications within 
the challenging context of South Africa’s 
urban areas. The aim is to construct full-
scale working prototypes on a live site within 
the city, exhibited as part of the AZA urban 
culture and architecture festival.

 Starting with collaborative digital design 
processes, the programme will introduce 
participants to methods for creating 
fabrication-based, open-ended design 
systems able to incorporate programmatic 
and site-specific criteria. Implementation 
through digitally controlled fabrication 
processes such as CNC and laser-cutting 
will allow for the testing and the evaluation  
of functional prototypes, leading to the 
iterative development of calibrated and 
realistic digital design models. 
 In the second phase of the workshop, 
two of the proposals will be taken forward  
to construction, working in collaboration  
with local fabricators.
 Participation within the workshop will  
be through team work, combining design 
development and project management to 
implement an integrated file to factory work 
flow. A number of public presentations will 
serve as a platform to discuss the work with 
local specialists, exploring its potential for 
future application within the city. 

Kristof Crolla is assistant 
professor at the University 
of Hong Kong and 
founding director of the 
Laboratory for Explorative 
Architecture & Design 
(LEAD). He studied at  
the AADRL and has taught 
at the AA and other 
institutions worldwide. 

Jeroen van Ameijde is 
head of Digital Prototyping 
and a unit master at the  
AA in London. He has 
practised in Holland, New 
York and Hong Kong and 
has lectured and taught 
workshops worldwide.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/capetown 
http://capetown.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£475 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
17 August 2012

Cape Town Digital Constructions Africa

68 69

Construction of a housing prototype in front of the architecture faculty of the University of the Witwatersrand 
(Johannesburg), July 2011



1–10 September 2012
Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Directed by Merate Barakat

Egypt has always been a magnet for 
scholarly visitors from all around the world. 
Greek, Roman, Christian, Arab, Ottoman, 
French and English are just some of the 
cultures that have intermingled in the 
Egyptian character. This progression from 
westernised to eastern cultures (and back 
again) has created a unique sonic quality  
for Egyptian cities. Moreover, Alexandria, the 
‘Pearl of the Mediterranean’, and the second 
largest city in Egypt, has a long history of 
being the beacon of knowledge and art in  
the region. Based in Alexandria, the Visiting 
School aims to extend technological and 
digital techniques from research conducted 
at the AA into the centre of the Middle East.
 HyperSpace dB is a workshop that uses 
digital tools to focus on the challenges of an 
acoustic design vignette. Acoustics add an 
extra spatial dimension, by superimposing 
temporal hyperspaces onto a physical 
Euclidian space. Multidimensional aural 
spaces are the very essence of the Egyptian 
culture, and can be comprehended through 
immersion within sonic dynamic qualities. 
The overall theme of the workshop is 
‘HyperSpace decibel’. The aim is to create 

three distinct sets of installations: one 
introducing sound, another using the existing 
sound in a space, and a third creating  
a visual sculpture that responds to sound.  
An example of each type of set will be 
installed in an exhibition gallery in the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, creating three 
different acoustical arenas within one space.
 The Alexandria Visiting School will  
be working closely with the Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina, which has a distinguished 
history of research and collaboration. In 
addition, ENCODE (www.encodestudio.net), 
with their connections with workshops 
around Alexandria, will be collaborating  
with the Visiting School in the fabrication  
and assembly process.

Merate Barakat is an 
architect with international 
experience, media 
designer and academic 
researcher. She has 
worked and studied in  
the US, Egypt and the UK.  
She is currently exploring 
urban acoustics as a PhD 
candidate at the AA.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/alexandria
http://alexandria.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
15 August 2012

Alexandria HyperSpace dB Africa
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A two-horn system at Bolling Field, USA, in 1921





Asia

Neo-Centre
Active Matter
Mittelmeerland 3
Penang Streetware
Notions of Home
The Uncharted Line

Koshirakura Landscape  
 Workshop/ 
 The City After-Image
Evolutionary Urbanism
Hyper Threads 2012
Patterns



28 January – 5 February 2012
Tsinghua Architectural Design  
& Research Institute
Directed by Yan Gao

Neo-Centre will investigate how to inject the 
intelligence and automation of computation-
al design into more practical and compre-
hensive models through experimentation  
on a high-density redevelopment. 
 With Beijing as our testbed we will look 
at current plans to diminish the bottleneck 
that has suffocated the growth of the capital 
by creating 11 new distributed city centres. 
According to city planning policy, Tongzhou 
will be the paradigm among these new 
centres. In 2010 the local government 
adopted the concept of ‘River of Time and 
Space’ – a play on the history and culture  
of Tongzhou Canal – as the basis of its new 
urban plan. Associated with this are four 
themes: Shadow of Islands, Shadow of 
Pagoda, Shadow of Buildings and Shadow 
of Trees. Rather than interpreting this 
scheme from a metaphorical perspective, 
however, the workshop aims to explore  
a series of generic computational models  
in neighbourhood scale integrating param-
eters that are extracted from social and 
economic dimensions. 

 We will explore three main issues: 
1. The use of computational processes  
to generate time-dependent outcomes that 
respond to changing conditions with mini-
mum redundancy and maximum capacity 
– as an alternative to one-off development. 
2. The potential of computational design  
to achieve social integration and maintain 
social diversity on the basis of communal 
integrity. 3. Boosting economic growth –  
can we use computational design to stitch 
an economically robust higher-density 
district into the city?
 Participants will compare the history  
of new city centres in Beijing and in the 
West and analyse the Tongzhu planning 
scheme. Although several computational 
tools will be taught (among them Rhino 
Scripting and Grasshopper, Processing  
and Maya), it is more important to grasp  
the merits of computational thinking as  
a way of delivering creative proposals.

Yan Gao is an assistant 
professor at the University 
of Hong Kong with 
research interests in 
Synthetic Computational 
Design. He co-founded  
the dot-A design firm 
based in Beijing. His work 
and writings have been 
published in the UK and 
China. He taught in the AA 
Shanghai Summer School 
and AA Design Research 
Lab, and directed the 
Digital Practice Summer 
Programme at HKU. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/beijing
http://beijing.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
14 January 2012

Beijing Neo-Centre Asia
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Beijing, 2011



16–26 February 2012
Shenkar College of Engineering  
and Design
Directed by Gary Freedman  
and Shany Barath

For over a century, desertification has been 
recognised as a significant environmental 
issue – a problem now affecting 36 million 
square kilometres and over 1.3 billion 
people worldwide. One of the few countries 
that has managed to buck the trend of  
land degradation and to create new green 
habitable environments in an arid ecology is 
Israel, where desert covers over 60 per cent 
of the land. 
 Capitalising on Israel’s expertise in 
desert engineering and its successful 
composite materials industry, Active Matter 
will explore environmental and recreational 
infrastructures across multiple scales 
ranging from the individual infrastructural 
module (irrigation trap/soil stabilisers, etc)  
to its distribution logic over a vast territory. 
 Introducing a systemic approach 
towards context and intervention, we will 
test physical prototypes not just as singular 
interventions but also as interwoven im-
plants – a projective ‘field’ condition open to 
the transformative forces of nature. Through 
an interdisciplinary collaboration with 
experts in parametric design, manufacturing 
technologies and environmental studies we 
will explore the use of advanced digital 
fabrication techniques as well as the poten-
tial of varied sheet and mouldable materials 
(plastics/concrete/cement/mud) in the 
generation of new ‘infrastructural fabrics’.

 Constantly shifting between manual and 
digital design techniques, workshop partici-
pants will actively engage with algorithmic 
and parametric thinking, investigating 
generative organisational algorithms as well 
as fabrication processes such as contour-
ing, forming and casting. 
 Alongside the studio-based design 
tutorials (led by an international team  
of experts and offering instruction in Rhino 
3D-modelling, Rhino Scripting and Grass-
hopper), a series of presentations will offer  
a relevant overview of contemporary theory, 
case studies and advanced applications.
 Outputs of the workshop will be present-
ed during a final symposium to leading 
researchers, manufacturers and interna-
tional design critics and will become part  
of a future exhibition. 

Gary Freedman and Shany 
Barath are architects and 
principals of SHaGa 
Studio (www.sha-ga.com), 
an interdisciplinary 
architecture office based 
in Amsterdam and 
London. They are the 
winners of the 2011 BKVB 
Award for emerging 
architects in the 
Netherlands, and of the 
America-Israel culture 
award (AICF 2008–2010).
They studied architecture 
at the TUDelft and 
received their postgradu-
ate degrees from the AA 
Design Research Lab. 
They formerly worked as 
project leaders at 
UNStudio and have been 
teaching at the AA since 
2009.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/telaviv
http://telaviv.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
2 February 2012

Tel Aviv Active Matter Asia
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Constraining desertification: eco-infrastructure and afforestation



11–21 April 2012
American University of Beirut
Directed by Medine Altiok  
and Stephanie Tunka

Mittelmeerland is investigating the future  
of the Mediterranean. Over a period of three 
years the intention is to research six different 
Mediterranean cities. Beirut is the destination 
after Tangier and Dubrovnik. Algiers, Istanbul  
and Alexandria will follow.
 Beirut forms the meeting point of three 
continents – Europe, Asia and Africa – and 
functions as a trading hub. Its port has been 
constantly extended to meet the demands  
of a growing population and economy. Once 
embedded in the urban fabric, it has now 
become a giant container port that blocks 
one third of the city’s coastline.  
 Against this backdrop of diversity, conflict, 
unpredictability and complexity, can we say 
how Beirut’s coastline is going to change 
 in relation to the Mediterranean? What are 
the driving forces behind its reconstruction? 

What is the vision for a city of many cultures 
in need of modernisation? We will work  
on five different areas along the coastline, 
analysing existing conditions and future 
projections, playfully appropriating small-
scale phenomena, translating found 
conditions into large-scale landscape 
ecologies and envisioning urban change. 
The architectural portraits, urban 
biographies, narrative maps and imaginative 
collages that we produce will ultimately 
feature in a publication of the workshop’s 
research on waterfront cities around the 
Mediterranean.
 During the workshop a one-day 
symposium will be held. Its purpose is to 
examine how the Mediterranean region  
can reposition itself as a ‘territory’ based on 
climatic and economic conditions, and 
subject to specific social, political and spatial 
dynamics and experiences. 

Medine Altiok graduated 
from the AA in 2000. She 
is founder of MOCA Office 
for Culture and Architec-
ture based in Zurich  
and initiator of research 
projects dealing with 
cultural, political and 
economic changes in  
the Mediterranean. 
 
Stephanie Tunka is an 
associate partner at Foster 
+ Partners. For over  
10 years she has been 
involved in projects 
dealing with contextual 
approach, urban densities 
and sustainable 
waterfronts in Europe, 
Africa, Asia and America. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/beirut
http://www.mittelmeerland.org

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
28 March 2012

Beirut Mittelmeerland 3 Asia
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NASA satellite image of Beirut



14–22 July 2012
George Town, Penang, Malaysia
Directed by Naiara Vegara, Nathalie 
Rozencwajg and Michel da Costa Gonçalves

George Town – the ‘Pearl of the Orient’  
and capital of Malaysia’s ‘heaven island’, 
Penang – will be the setting for the first  
AA Alumni Workshop (AAaw). This distinctive 
gathering will provide the opportunity to  
go beyond discussion and to tackle hands  
on the ubiquitous question of the street,  
a suprisingly generic term for a chaotic  
and vivid setting. 
 The workshop will take up the challenge 
of rethinking the obvious – the street –  
within the protected and well-preserved  
core of Penang, which has recently acquired 
UNESCO World Heritage status. A novel 
design approach using a sequential 
perception of cultural layers to inform 
specific interventions on the forgotten voids 
in the city centre will aim to highlight the 
possible and to illustrate the unseen. We will 
work to develop sustainable and sensitive 
responses that act in concert with the  
place, taking into account the tropical climate 
and Penang’s intrinsically multicultural 
society while questioning materiality and 
performance. 
 Open to AA alumni worldwide, AAaw  
will combine studio work and presentations 
with a platform for emerging digital and 
manufacturing tools. The workshop explores 
a fusion of traditional and contemporary 
architecture that goes beyond traditional 
preservation strategies, suggesting a 
direction for the twenty-first-century devel-
opment of George Town.

Naiara Vegara studied at 
the AA and has taught at 
the AA Singapore Visiting 
School from 2009 to 2011. 
She has presented 
projects about virtual 
environments and the 
design process in 
architecture at Columbia 
University, Princeton and 
UPenn. Naiara worked at 
ACME until 2011, and now 
directs the AA Visiting 
School Semester 
Programme and the 
Design LAAB London 
Fundación Metropoli.

Nathalie Rozencwajg  
and Michel da Costa 
Gonçalves are cofounders 
of RARE architects 
(www.r-are.net), based  
in Paris and London.  
The office emphasises 
work at different scales 
integrating research, 
design and experiment. 
RARE received a 2011 
RIBA Award and RICS 
Project of the Year Award 
for the Town Hall Hotel in 
London. Nathalie & Michel 
run Intermediate Unit 4  
at the the AA and have co- 
ordinated the AA Singapore  
Workshop since 2006. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/penang 
http://penang.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
29 June 2012

Penang Penang Streetware Asia
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Georgetown, Penang



15–22 July 2012
Location tbc
Directed by Peter Winston Ferretto

The home is a permanent manifestation  
of dwelling. It is a concept and an ideal,  
an interpretation of where we come from, 
culturally and socially. From our native 
country to our parents’ house, home has 
always been associated with belonging.
 But this sense of belonging can also  
be a transitory experience, associated  
with being in a space for a defined period  
of time. Today’s home is different from both 
yesterday’s and tomorrow’s. 
 This workshop will focus on the concept 
of home as a collection of rooms. Rooms  
are the internal organs of a home, the places 
we inhabit. We eat in the kitchen, we read  
in the bedroom, we shower in the bathroom: 
every action we perform in a home takes 
place in a room.

 Architects often conceive buildings  
in terms of forms (external compositions)  
and layouts (internal compositions), where 
the room is reduced to a mere label that 
defines a function. The elements that define 
a room are not entirely physical (walls, floors, 
ceilings); rather, rooms encompass 
narratives, atmospheres and memories.
 This workshop will be divided into six 
studios, each led by an AA tutor and 
addressing a specific interpretation of home. 
In a world dominated by ever bigger gestures 
we will focus on investigating domestic 
existence.

Peter Winston Ferretto 
studied at Cambridge and 
Liverpool University in  
the UK. From 2001 to 2007 
he worked for Herzog &  
de Meuron, where he was 
responsible for numerous 
international projects 
including CaixaForum 
Madrid. In 2009 he 
founded the office 
PWFERRETTO Ltd based 
in Seoul. From 2007 to 
2009 he was a unit master 
at the Architectural 
Association in London  
and he is now an assistant 
professor at Seoul 
National University.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/seoul
http://seoul.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
1 July 2012

Seoul Notions of Home Asia
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Home installations in Anyang, Seoul



18–27 July 2012
School of Design, Singapore Polytechnic
Directed by Nathalie Rozencwajg  
and Michel da Costa Gonçalves

Amidst the physical scarcity that 
characterises the Singapore city-state,  
the long-awaited resolution of a political  
and historical incongruity is giving rise  
to rare urban conditions that call for new 
development strategies. For decades a 
foreign-owned rail track has been passing, 
untouched, through the peninsula’s dense 
setting, creating along the way a unique  
strip that is no-man’s land but also 
landscape and vegetation.
 A strong limit, this uncharted territorial 
line is dually unique – both for its physical 
conditions and as the trace of past 
geopolitical tensions. This strip uniquely 
displays the dilation of an architectural scale 
over the size of a city, thus requiring the 
simultaneous approach of the local and the 
large. The workshop will embark on a journey 
dwelling on both singularities: the planning  
of the linear strip and its alien status. How 
can we plan the infinitely long? How do we 
integrate the sudden acquisition of new 
territories in the midst of the already dense? 
What would be the change in the status of 
the neighbouring fringes? 

 Using a collaborative design approach 
we will delve into Singapore’s reappropriation 
of this tangible and undeveloped line and 
consider the political, physical, social and 
architectural implications of bridging diverse 
futures. The workshop will reflect upon the 
political shift and purposely generate 
alternative ways of inhabiting the linear.
 The Uncharted Line will focus on the 
translation of past and potential geopolitical 
conditions into planned built fabric. 
 The particular conditions of a residual 
and dilated site will allow a consideration  
of the large-scale through new localised 
proposals. The studio-based workshop will 
use the fertile ground of its host city to 
pursue an investigation of the fragile urban 
equilibrium found in the city-state while 
considering metropolitan evolution. 

Nathalie Rozencwajg  
and Michel da Costa 
Gonçalves are cofounders 
of RARE architects 
(www.r-are.net), based  
in Paris and London. The 
office emphasises work at 
different scales integrating 
research, design and 
experiment. RARE 
received a 2011 RIBA 
Award and RICS Project  
of the Year Award for   
the Town Hall Hotel in 
London. Nathalie & Michel 
run Intermediate Unit 4  
at the the AA and have 
coordinated the  
AA Singapore Workshop 
since 2006. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/singapore
http://singapore.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
4 July 2012

Singapore The Uncharted Line Asia
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Chopstick molecular aggregation, growth model 2.3: Singapore Visiting School, July 2011



Koshirakura: 19–31 July 2012  
Tokyo: 1–2 August 2012
Koshirakura Village and F-2 Site  
Directed by Shin Egashira

Two consecutive workshops will bring 
together contrasting visions of the present 
cultural and economic climate of Japan seen 
from two extreme sites – one rural, the other 
urban – located 200km apart. Participants 
are encouraged to apply for both workshops 
in order to document a set of landscapes:  
a micro-social fabric and architecture of 
urban erasure.

 Landscape Workshop,  
 Koshirakura Village, Niigata
Launched in 1996, the Koshirakura 
Landscape Workshop has evolved into  
an annual local event. Its overall agenda  
is to explore a form of social and cultural 
sustainability within the post-agricultural 
community of Koshirakura. A new phase  
of the programme will set out a long-term 
strategy for an intercultural revitalisation 
tailored to the community. A series of 
building experiments with locally available 
materials such as timber, earth, stone and 
bamboo will be combined with documentary- 
making and informal events that will mesh 
with Koshirakura’s annual local festivals.

 The City After-Image  
 (AA Maeda Workshop)  
 F-2 Site, Tokyo
The F-2 project – an ongoing urban 
redevelopment scheme in Fujimi 2-Chome 
10 Ban Area in central Tokyo – is probably 
the last example of urban transformation  
on this kind of scale in Japan. The workshop 
is planned as a series to coincide with key 
stages of demolition and construction over 
the next five years. Utilising spaces within 
the project site, the workshop will explore 
and test alternative strategies for the creative 
use of urban spaces caught somewhere 
between scrap and buildings, while capturing 
a series of moments through which hidden 
layers, interiority and sections reveal their 
narratives, documenting the surrounding  
city as a catalogue of beautifully incomplete 
objects.

Shin Egashira produces 
art and architecture all 
over the world and his 
recent installations include 
Time Machine (for the 
Beyond Entropy AA 
research cluster) and 
Twisting Concrete, both  
of which fuse old and new 
technologies. Over the  
last ten years he has been 
conducting a series of 
landscape workshops in 
rural communities across 
the world, and he has  
been teaching at the AA 
since 1990, currently as 
unit master of Diploma 11.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/koshirakura_tokyo 
http://koshirakura.org 

Fees
Both Visiting Schools are 
free for AA Members, 
students and staff. Other 
applicants are required  
to pay a £50 AA Visiting 
Membership fee. All 
successful applicants  
will be asked to make a 
contribution towards  
food, accommodation  
and insurance (approx 
2,500JPY/day) at the 
beginning of each 
workshop.

Application Deadline
5 July 2012

Koshirakura/Tokyo Koshirakura  
Landscape Workshop/
The City After-Image

Asia
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Sam Frankland, Koshirakura pizza oven, built August 2011



20–28 July 2012
The University of Hong Kong  
Shanghai Study Centre
Directed by Tom Verebes

Evolutionary Urbanism will investigate new 
computational design approaches in archi-
tecture and urbanism within the context  
of Shanghai, one of the world’s most rapidly 
growing cities. This year’s topic concerns 
the challenges facing the megalopolis of 
Shanghai as it feeds the insatiable demand 
for land for urban growth, expansion and 
densification. We will experiment with 
technologies associated with evolutionary 
approaches to urbanism and architecture 
through a variety of time-based, dynamic 
models of complex growth and change. 
Design proposals will negotiate the para-
doxical forces of urban development and 
environmental change.
 The course will be taught by tutors from 
the AA, HKU and other visitors in a two-part 
programme. Over the first three days of the 
workshop, computational design systems 
will be introduced in a series of intensive 
tooling up sessions as the basis for investi-
gating associative design concepts and 
methodologies. The aim of these exercises 
is to introduce expertise in generative, 
algorithmic and parametric design ap-

proaches. In a second stage, students will 
develop design proposals responding to  
a shared studio brief focused on developing 
new models of urban evolution. Students  
will apply code-based modelling, simulation 
and fabrication techniques towards multiple, 
variable and recursive prototypes for a 
range of urban systems driven by scenarios 
of future incremental, adaptive growth  
and change.
 Alongside studio-based design tutorials, 
seminars and a series of lectures, a public 
symposium will address contemporary 
topics related to the theme of the workshop. 

Tom Verebes is associate 
dean in the department  
of architecture at the 
University of Hong Kong, 
and was formerly 
co-director of the AA 
Design Research Lab 
(DRL), where he taught 
from 1997 to 2009. He  
is founder and creative 
director of OCEAN CN, 
based in Hong Kong, with 
links to Beijing, Shanghai 
and London, and has 
written, published, 
exhibited and lectured  
in Europe, North America, 
Asia and the Middle East.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/shanghai
http://shanghai.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
6 July 2012

Shanghai Evolutionary Urbanism Asia
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Still from an animation demonstrating dynamic relations between two fluids, as applied to generating a coastal urban 
organisation: AA Shanghai 2011 (Ivy Gui, Robecca Ploj, Yang Li, You Wei, Zhou Yifei)



July 2012
Hindustan University
Directed by Shajay Bhooshan

Rather than being simple design automation, 
CAD can enable architectural creativity 
whilst still responding to complex spatial and 
material performance constraints – that is 
the fundamental premise of the AA Chennai 
Visiting School. In this spirit, the AA School 
of Architecture, Zaha Hadid Architects 
Computation and Design Group 
(ZHA|CODE), Autodesk Inc and Hindustan 
University will renew their collaboration to 
bring the third iteration of this annual 
workshop and symposium to Chennai. The 
workshop explores the relations between 
contemporary design techniques, creative 
expression and software technology, taking 
into account both India’s emergent economy 
and its ancient traditions of building. It also 
seeks to achieve a judicious mix between 
innovative research and production-proven 
design methods and software platforms.
 The workshop will have two main points 
of focus – the exploration and streamlining  
of the multi-stage process from concept to 
physical manifestation, and the synthesis  
of advanced computational design research 
with the constraints of a labour-intensive 
economy. The workshop will continue its 
agenda of exploring: physics-based design 
methods, integration of form and structure, 
computational methods of optimisation for 
fabrication, and adaptation to local 
techniques and crafts.

 The aim is to provide participants with  
a conceptual framework for advanced digital 
methods within collaborative architectural 
design. The workshop will involve experts 
from Zaha Hadid Architects, the AA School 
of Architecture and Southern California 
Institute of Architecture as well as local 
partners, including inCite, India and 
Hindustan University. The workshop will tap 
into the expertise of Autodesk, who are on 
board as software-development/training 
collaborators.

Shajay Bhooshan currently 
works as lead researcher 
in the Computation and 
Design (co|de) group at 
Zaha Hadid Architects, 
London and as a course 
tutor in the AADRL 
programme. He is a PhD 
candidate at the University 
of Applied Arts in Vienna 
and holds an MArch from 
the AA. He has presented 
and published work 
internationally, including  
at AU Las Vegas and 
Siggraph LA.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/chennai
http://zha-code-education.org

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
June 2012

Chennai Hyper Threads 2012 Asia

90 91

Fabric-formed concrete shell from Hyper Threads 2011 



4–15 September 2012
German University of Technology 
Directed by Omid Kamvari

Oman has a careful approach to urban 
expansion which has so far proved 
successful, in light of recent events in  
the region. However its established model  
of development is increasingly being 
challenged by a range of factors – massive 
population growth, declining oil reserves, 
climate change, economic restructuring, 
changing life-styles and an expansion of 
tourism. Key to resolving these challenges  
is the search for an environmentally and 
culturally appropriate architecture and 
urbanism.
 The workshop will generate new 
architectural and urban solutions based on 
an investigation of patterns – which are seen 
as a means to translate the performance  
or appearance of historical structures into 
new concepts. Algorithmic thinking as well 
as advanced computational methods will  
be introduced and developed to support this 
design research. Proposals will also take into 
account issues such as manufacturing, 

assembly and constructability. The aim is to 
apply these solutions to various scales, from 
facades and buildings to cities and regions.
 We will look closely at natural patterns 
and attempt to analyse and understand  
their cause and effect. This analysis and 
understanding will feed our design process, 
allowing students to derive specific behav-
iours that have architectural capabilities and 
apply them to 1:1 scale prototypes. Aspects 
such as flexibility, economy, scale and 
beauty will be explored to understand the 
potential contribution of each project to a 
new Omani architecture.
 The workshop will end with a public 
exhibition of projects which will enable the 
students to present their ideas in a public 
forum and to discuss their views on the 
future direction of architecture in Oman. Our 
purpose is to challenge normative modes  
of thinking about architecture and to 
understand its influence in a wider context.

Omid Kamvari graduated 
from the University of 
Greenwich and the AA  
and has worked for Allies 
and Morrison, Foster + 
Partners, SOM and 
Hamiltons Architects, 
where he established  
an advanced modelling 
group. In 2009 he founded 
Kamvari Architects, a 
design consultancy based 
in London and Tehran 
working on issues relating 
to architecture and 
economy and perform-
ance-oriented design. 
His work has been 
exhibited and published 
internationally. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/muscat
http://muscat.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
10 August 2012

Muscat Patterns Asia
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Patterns, student model, September 2011
Photo Omid Kamvari 





Oceania

InFloatables



6–17 February 2012
University of Technology Sydney
Directed by Jeffrey P Turko 

In late 2010 and early 2011 Australia  
experienced the most devastating flooding 
in many years. As a consequence of climate 
change and rising sea levels, all coastal 
cities are now at risk of evanescence –  
fading away. However Sydney, with over 
100km of coastal edge and harbourside,  
will be a ground zero for these changes. 
 Using Sydney as our testbed, we will 
develop floatable prototypes and experiment 
with their potential use in different scenari-
os. Our focus will not be on land reclamation 
for urban expansion – as it is in other cities 
around the world – but rather on land 
retention and the expansion of new grounds. 
We will investigate how to manage the 
tenuous conditions between the manmade 
and the natural.  
 This studio-based design workshop  
will explore the potential of articulated 
envelopes and grounds through the use  
of computational design approaches  
and the construction of 1:1 inhabitable  
and floatable spaces. The workshop will  
be taught by tutors from the AA School and  
the University of Technology Sydney and  
will also include input from specialist partici-
pants. In phase one of the workshop, two 
strands will run in parallel. The first of these 

is a tooling up session introducing paramet-
ric approaches and relational methods, 
while the second strand is a hands-on 
material exploration of inflatable structures, 
floatable surfaces, driftable scapes and 
lands that surf. Phase two will see the 
participants developing a scaled prototype 
along with a comprehensive future vision  
of their prototypical landscape deployed 
in the context of Sydney.
  Alongside studio-based design tutorials 
and seminars there will be a series of 
lectures and supportive presentations. 
During the workshop, we will tour some of 
the 50 coastal and 12 harbourside beaches 
that Sydney has to offer to investigate local 
conditions and test the prototypes in situ.

Jeffrey P Turko is a 
research director in  
the OCEAN Design and 
Research Association  
and founder of the design 
practice NEKTON Studio. 
Previously he was a senior 
lecturer at the University of 
East London and diploma 
unit master at the AA.  
He is currently a senior 
lecturer in architecture at 
the University of Brighton.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/sydney
http://sydney.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
27 January 2012

Sydney InFloatables Oceania
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‘Water Walk’, Event-structure Research Group, 1968





Americas

Supple Pavilion
Holiday
Up the River, Up the Mountain
Prototypical Networks
shopfront fab 
Buenos Aires Turns to the River

Politics of Fabrication Laboratory
InterScaless
Marking the Forest
Campaigning Architecture
Unknown Fields



Workshop 1: 29 November– 
2 December 2011
Workshop 2: 4–13 January 2012
Workshop 3: 3–12 April 2012
Directed by Anne Save de Beaurecueil  
and Franklin Lee 

Supple Pavilion is a four-stage workshop 
focusing on the design and 1:1 fabrication  
of an interactive pavilion for the 2012 
International Festival of Electronic Language 
(FILE) in São Paulo. The pavilion will react  
to light sensors and human activity, creating 
a range of different lighting and spatial 
effects that will trigger further movement 
and produce a feedback loop of behaviour 
and response. To accommodate this re-
sponsiveness, the design will be developed 
using recursive scripting, associative 
modelling and digital fabrication. 
 Each stage of the workshop will focus 
on a different aspect of the pavilion’s design 
and construction. Instruction will be led  
by Robert Stuart-Smith of Kokuggia, Tristan 
Simmonds of Simmonds Studio, Lawrence 
Friesen of Generative Geometry and Anne 
Save de Beaurecueil and Franklin Lee of 
SUBdV, along with other AA tutors and local 
engineers and set-designers. Each work-
shop will provide an introduction to compu-
tational design (Grasshopper and Arduino) 
and digital fabrication. Students taking  
part in multiple workshops will have access 
to advanced computation instruction.

     Workshop 1, to be held in Niemeyer’s 
OCA building, will develop design variations 
in small models, as well as material and 
structural scale modelling, testing and  
1:1 prototyping. The second workshop  
will produce 1:1 prototyping, exploring the 
mechanics and electronics of the light-sen-
sors and motors that generate the transfor-
mations of the pavilion. Workshop 3 will 
fabricate the final elements, working directly 
with manufacturers to test partial assem-
blies. Advanced development of all circuits 
and Arduino scripts will take place following 
computational and digital fabrication  
instruction. 

Anne Save de Beaurecueil 
and Franklin Lee are 
directors of São 
Paulo-based SUBdV, 
focusing on generating 
environmentally and 
socially responsive 
architecture. Directors of 
AA Brazil Visiting Schools, 
they were previously AA 
Diploma Unit 2 masters. 
They earned Master’s 
degrees from Columbia 
University, and have 
published, exhibited  
and lectured on their work 
worldwide, including at  
the Beijing and Rotterdam 
Biennales, Athens 
Synthasoris Exhibition, 
London Festival of 
Architecture and Festival 
of Electronic Language 
(FILE) in São Paulo. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/brazil
http://saopaulo.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership 

Application Deadlines 
Workshop 1: 28 November 
2011; Workshop 2: 3 Jan- 
uary 2012;  Workshop 3:  
29 March  2012;  
Workshop 4: 29 June  2012

São Paulo/
Rio de Janeiro

Supple Pavilion Americas
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‘Strings Pavilion’ model by Flávia Santos, Humberto da Mata, Cynthia Nojimoto, Gilfranco Alves and  Rafael Ardjomand, 
from the High-Low 2011 São Paulo Visiting School



4–13 January 2012
MARQ at Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile
Directed by Pedro Ignacio Alonso 

In 2012 the AA/MARQ Visiting School at 
PUC will return to the extreme conditions  
of the Atacama desert in northern Chile.  
But after the rigours of the previous two 
years, this time we have decided to go there 
on Holiday and engage in a design project 
based on tourism. This Holiday demands 
that both participants and tutors become 
tourists, using the camera – tourism’s 
‘quintessential weapon’, as Alessandra 
Ponte would have it – as our principal 
design tool. Armed with our Canons, Nikons 
and Leicas, we will exploit Chile’s uniquely 
attenuated land mass in exploring the 
Atacama’s liminal zones – specifically those 
areas where the desert meets the Pacific. 
From our location by the seaside – in 
addition to Chile’s capital, Santiago – we will 
address the processes of leisure and human 
occupation along the desert edge. We will 
understand tourism as an unstoppable force 
that has created many human enclaves in 
extreme sites, thereby opening up a rela-
tionship between ‘difficult’ or ‘problematic’ 
territories and leisure. 
 Around these premises we will work  
on minimal programmes for desert coastal 
occupation by revisiting the study and 
design of tents and nomadic shelters as 
seasonal collective dwellings for the desert. 
With Archizoom, Ant Farm, Archigram and 
Superstudio as fundamental references, the 
spirit of the design brief is to be found within 

the 1960s – in membrane enclosures that 
symbolise much more than sheltering.  
We will then advance design investigations 
on tensile, fabric and pneumatic structures 
by introducing new technological, cultural 
and climatic considerations. The photo/
diagram/drawing of the membrane will  
be thus tied into ideas about landscape, 
environment and tourism.
 Within the physical and historical 
context of Atacama the workshop will 
combine design and theoretical enquiry 
while investigating a panoply of architec-
tural, technical, art historical and cinematic 
images, helping us to imagine scenarios  
for the possible futures of the Atacama 
desert coast. 
 Software requirements: Adobe Creative 
Suite and Rhino (SR7 or later). The work-
shop starts on 4 January at the Lo Contador 
Campus in Santiago, and then runs from 
5–10 January in Bahía Inglesa, Atacama, 
before ending on 13 January in Santiago.

Pedro Ignacio Alonso 
holds a MSc in Architec-
ture from the PUCCh in 
Chile and completed his 
PhD at the Architectural 
Association. He directs  
the Master’s Programme  
in Architecture – MARQ – 
at the Universidad Católica 
de Chile, Santiago. In  
2010 he received a grant 
from the Getty Research 
Institute and in 2011  
a fellowship as visiting 
scholar at the Canadian 
Centre for Architecture 
(CCA) for his ongoing 
study on the Soviet KPD 
system and the reception 
of Cold War prefabrication 
in Cuba and Chile.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/santiago
http://www.aaholiday.org

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
9 December 2011

Santiago Holiday Americas
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Dennis Stock, New Mexico, 1969



19–27 June 2012
Department of Architecture  
at University of Los Andes
Directed by Diego Perez Espitia

Bogotá historically has had a troubled 
relationship with the mountains and rivers 
that define its limits. The city’s western 
boundary is the polluted Bogotá river, which 
acts as a barrier to the region’s most fertile 
valley. On the opposite edge, the city grid 
terminates at the Eastern Mountains, where 
the terrain becomes too steep to build.  
Once hundreds of creeks flowed down from 
here into the valley; almost all of them have 
now been turned into underground canals.
  Bogotá’s relation to these natural 
boundaries will be interrogated in a series  
of projects using generative algorithmic 
design and digital prototyping techniques. 
Going beyond nostalgic efforts to recreate  
an idealised image of the city, and avoiding 
heroic mega-scale projects that are 
incompatible with the way Bogotá grows,  
we will orchestrate piecemeal urban actions 
– simultaneous ventures into urban and 
micro scales that will provoke speculations 
on how to change the cityscape. 

 The workshop will be organised in two 
studios, each focusing on one scale: scripted 
systems of organisation at the urban scale 
will define locations for speculative, small 
spaces; and samples of these will be digitally 
prototyped at 1:2. Developed as a collective 
effort, the play between scales will allow 
participants to find specific urban perfor-
mances, and will demonstrate the necessity 
of using complex systems of organisation  
to address today’s urban questions. 

Diego Perez Espitia has 
taught design studio in 
Colombia, generative 
design at Tsinghua 
University, China, the AA 
Visiting School and the 
AADRL. His work ranges 
from scripted masterplans 
to applied design research 
for public buildings in 
Colombian slums. Since 
2006, he has been 
interrogating – through 
academia, at MAD 
Architects, and currently  
at Zaha Hadid Architects 
– the potentials and 
limitations of parametric 
design in architecture.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/bogota
http://bogota.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
4 June 2012

Bogotá Up the River,  
Up the Mountain

Americas
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Still from Fitzcarraldo (dir. Werner Herzog), 1982



25 June – 6 July 2012
Universidad Iberoamericana
Directed by Jose Alfredo Ramirez

Building on the body of research established 
in its first year, Prototypical Networks will 
continue to engage with Mexico City from an 
infrastructural point of view, exploring not 
just the challenges but also the opportunities 
it presents as one of the largest megacities 
on earth. The workshop will be structured 
around key infrastructural themes such as 
the ‘recovery of waterscapes’ and the 
‘reinforcement of mobility networks’. These 
will form the motor for intervention through 
prototypical strategies framed within a 
tactical urbanism. 
 The objective will be to develop an 
‘urban prototype’ that is capable of 
accommodating change and a degree of 
indeterminacy in the design process, only 
acquiring its specificity through its on-site 
materialisation. Paradigms of self-organised 
systems, distributed networks and increasing 
complexity will be introduced through 
systemic design techniques, setting up 
counter models to conventional urban 
planning. The idea of an urban prototype will 
be discussed in terms of a dual timeframe, 
responding on the one hand to a sense of 
urgency provoked by the need to provide 
immediate solutions, while on the other 
laying down the foundations for long-term 
infrastructural strategies.

 The workshop will offer students the 
opportunity to develop their skills through 
different strategies based on the exploration 
of local conditions, engineering techniques, 
material processes and experimentation with 
digital, fabrication and representational tools.   
In addition a series of lectures and seminars 
will be organised along with site visits to 
major infrastructural works around the city. 
 A symposium on ‘urban prototypes’ will 
take place in April 2012 prior to the Visiting 
School, giving students the opportunity to 
discuss and critically assess the key issues 
with local and international experts.
 The workshop, supported by four major 
universities in Mexico (UNAM, Universidad 
Iberoamericana, Universidad Anahuac and 
UAM), will conclude with students presenting 
their work to local authorities, architects  
and urban designers and mounting a public 
exhibition of projects in one of the most 
important and alternative cultural centres  
in Mexico City.

Jose Alfredo Ramirez 
studied architecture in 
Mexico City and 
Landscape Urbanism (LU) 
at the AA, where he is  
now an LU studio master. 
He worked in architectural 
offices in Mexico City, 
Madrid and London before 
founding Groundlab, 
whose projects include  
the winning entry in the 
international competition 
for Longgang City 
masterplan and the newly 
opened international 
horticultural exposition  
in Xian, China. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/mexicocity
http://mexico.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
11 June 2012

Mexico City Prototypical Networks Americas
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Mexico City at night



10–19 July 2012
International Festival of Electronic Language 
Directed by Anne Save de Beaurecueil  
and Franklin Lee

The Barra Funda district of São Paulo was 
once characterised by a vibrant mix of small 
industrial, commercial and residential 
programmes, but over time, as economic 
policies have favoured agglomerated, larger 
production industries, numerous companies 
have abandoned the area and moved to the 
periphery or even abroad. In response to this 
decentralisation, the workshop proposes the 
creation of new types of smaller industries  
to produce a mix of both consumption and 
production within the centre, manifested 
through micro-manufacturing interventions 
that can co-exist alongside retail and 
housing. At its core will be the idea that 
computational design and digital fabrication 
can be used to help create these new micro- 
industries, which in turn will help empower 
local craftsman to produce and sell directly 
to consumers through micro-manufacturing, 
located in small urban workshops implanted 
within the centre of the district.  
 The workshop will tap into the energy  
of the emergent gallery scene of Barra Funda 
together with local initiatives that are 
employing computational technology to 
introduce a new cultural and economic 
impetus for the area. Participants will learn  
to use these technologies – notably the CAD 
programmes Rhino and Grasshopper,  
and the use of laser-cutters, rapid-prototype 
machines and CNC routers and mills – to 
produce 1:1-scale interventions within the 
city and which ideally will then further 
promote this new movement.

 The workshop itself will be a part of  
the 2012 International Festival of Electronic 
Language (FILE), an avant-garde exhibition 
of interactive electronic technology, and  
will suggest ways in which these electronic 
technologies can be imported out of the 
gallery and into a new cooperative 
neighbourhood. In this we will work directly 
with local Barra Funda manufacturers and 
artists, including a small local resin flooring 
manufacturer, using resin as both a finishing 
agent and a material capable of being 
digitally fabricated through milled moulds. 
The workshop will also collaborate with  
the local Metamáquina DIY rapid prototype 
machine manufacturers, whose goal of 
disseminating a high-tech yet low-cost and 
small-scale fabrication system will hopefully 
further promote this new micro-industrial 
movement.

Anne Save de Beaurecueil 
and Franklin Lee are 
directors of São 
Paulo-based SUBdV, 
focusing on generating 
environmentally and 
socially responsive 
architecture. Directors of 
AA Brazil Visiting Schools, 
they were previously AA 
Diploma Unit 2 masters. 
They earned Master’s 
degrees from Columbia 
University, and have 
published, exhibited  
and lectured on their work 
worldwide, including at  
the Beijing and Rotterdam 
Biennales, Athens 
Synthasoris exhibition, 
London Festival of 
Architecture and Festival 
of Electronic Language 
(FILE) in São Paulo. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/saopaulo
http://saopaulo.aaschool.ac.uk 

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
25 June 2012

São Paulo shopfront fab Americas
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‘Giramundo’ mediations by Erica Umakoshi, Renata França Marangoni, Carolina Gusson and Eloisa Dezen-Kempter,  
from the High-Low 2011 São Paulo Visiting School



16–27 July 2012
Location tbc
Directed by Victoria Goldstein

The border between the city of Buenos  
Aires and the river Plate is an unexplored 
opportunity. The grid that configures the 
city’s urban tissue remains oblivious to  
its context, imposing a constant order. Its 
relationship with the river is one of mutual 
exclusion; as soon as the grid reaches the 
river it stops, but never modifies its nature.  
There is one happy exception to this 
condition – the northern riverside area of 
Buenos Aires called ‘Tigre’, which responds  
to the topography of the natural delta.
 In this workshop, projects will embrace 
the boundary between river and city as a 
means of managing alternative metropolitan 
ecosystems. By challenging the traditional 
relationship between architectural,  
urban and natural forces, students will 
propose new territorial organisations that 
develop both floating and rooted structures 
that are responsive to the nature of the  
delta. In this research workshop students 
have the opportunity to develop a range of 
computational techniques in order to explore 
alternative design opportunities. 

 Week 1
Organised in teams, students will work  
with the articulation of the grid and the river. 
The goal is to produce several iterations 
analysing the potential transformation of the 
grid as it reaches the riverbank. This analysis 
will form the basis of an urban design 
proposal that establishes a new relationship 
between the city and the river. Design tutors, 
including Victor Orive, Arturo Revilla  
and professionals from the AA and other 
institutions, will provide digital tutorials  
and lectures on their own urban design 
research and projects.

 Week 2
During this phase we will address how such 
conditions affect discrete objects and/or  
a field of objects. The goal is to design a 
pavilion and study how a gradual change  
in field conditions will affect its size, porosity 
and orientation. This will unfold new 
opportunities to redefine the relationship 
between form and function.

Victoria Goldstein teaches 
design studio at graduate 
level in the Gerald D Hines 
College of Architecture, 
Houston. Her architecture 
and urban design practice 
is located in Houston  
and she also teaches in 
Buenos Aires and London. 
She studied at the 
University of Buenos Aires 
FADU UBA and at the 
AADRL. She collaborated 
extensively with 
multinational think tank 
‘Supersudaca’, and with 
United Visual artists in 
London. She worked in 
London at Arup Associates 
and at Zaha Hadid 
Architects. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/buenosaires 
http://buenosaires.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
2 July 2012

Buenos Aires Buenos Aires Turns  
to the River

Americas
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Buenos Aires border, ‘Finisterre’, photo Mercedes Peralta



6–17 August 2012
Instituto Superior Politécnico José Antonio 
Echeverría (ISPJAE) de La Habana, and 
Casa del Historiador, Havana, Cuba
Directed by Nuria Álvarez Lombardero  
and Francisco González de Canales

The Politics of Fabrications Laboratory  
is a design research initiative which explores 
politically charged materials in actual city 
sites. From Max Borges’ double-curvature 
concrete shells to Alberto Cruz Covarrubias’ 
poetic wood constructions, Latin American 
architecture has demonstrated an 
outstanding vitality in material expression. 
The capacity of these experimental works  
to change the relationship between 
architecture and the public will be used as  
a key to unlocking creativity in current digital 
fabrication experiments. 
 Our next stop in this series of 
speculative itinerant workshops is Havana, 
where we will experiment with architectural 
structures in brick and concrete. The pearl  
of the Antilles, a city of infinite wealth in  
the colonial world, is now a rotting paradise 
looking for a new future, but it still seduces 
by demonstrating its otherness in relation to 
the global condition. Havana traps its visitors 
in an intense tapestry of smell and touch that 
provides a different vantage point from which 
to redefine our idea of material expression. 
From here we will start opening up ideas  
for new constructions in the public space.  

 The Havana workshop will be structured 
in two one-week segments. In the first part 
(tools and conceptual scheme), students will 
learn new software to represent innovative 
political arguments, experimenting with  
the relationship between everyday activities 
and particular material organisations.  
These experimental propositions will seek  
to define new models of interaction between 
the individual and the collective in the public 
arena. In the second part (fabrication–
construction), students will work collabora-
tively on the implementation of a scheme 
selected from the initial proposals. 
Fabricated on site, this temporary prototype 
will provide a live test of the achievements  
of the earlier designs.

Francisco González and 
Nuria Álvarez are AA unit 
masters and founders  
of Canales & Lombardero. 
Francisco studied 
architecture at ETSA
Seville and  ETSA
Barcelona and worked  
for Foster + Partners  
and Rafael Moneo. He  
has lectured in Europe  
and America and worked  
on various publications.  
Nuria studied architecture 
and urbanism at 
ETSAMadrid and the AA, 
and worked for Machado  
& Silvetti. She has taught 
at the University of Seville, 
University of Cambridge 
and TECMonterrey. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/havana
http://havana.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline 
23 July 2012

Havana Politics of Fabrication 
Laboratory

Americas
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Above: Malecon Drive in Havana, January 2010. Below: ‘Ceiling Meeting Point’, installation for the Politics of Fabrication 
Laboratory in Valparaiso,  August 2011, photos Nuria Álvarez Lombardero



6–20 August 2012
University of Houston
Directed by Victoria Goldstein

Over the two weeks of the InterScaless 
workshop students develop parametric 
design strategies that enable them to 
generate design scenarios across scales 
while focusing on a given conceptual 
framework. The challenge this year is  
to rebuild the relationship between  
the emblematic structure of the Houston 
Astrodome and the urban structure  
of the city. To do this we will speculate via 
computational systems on the possible 
interaction between housing and local 
ecologies.
 The site around the Astrodome, defined 
by a vast disused parking lot and its 
adjacency to the highway, presents a unique 
opportunity for our investigations. Through 
studying different ecological conditions 
within the domed sports stadium and its 
concrete surroundings we will set in motion  
a system of green agents that will grow into 
aggregations, inhabiting the Astrodome  
and redefining its limits. Parametric systems 
responding to different environmental 
studies will lead to a range of artificial/
responsive structures. 
 Students will work in teams to explore 
different scales and programmes for the 
generation of new urban relations. They will 
use parametric tools to renegotiate multiple 
scales in real time while incorporating 
complexity given by environmental condi-
tions. Redefining the threshold between 
urban agents will give rise to a new syntax 

between architectural elements. Parametric 
techniques and tools will be introduced 
during the workshop. Students will also 
present and discuss selected readings 
relevant to the topic. The aim is to open  
up a critical debate about how this approach 
affects the work of the architect and  
redefines the language of the discipline.

 Week 1
Material systems are interpreted through 
computer simulations in fast explorations  
to elaborate the proposals. Design tutors 
including Arturo Revilla and professionals 
from both the AA and other institutions  
will provide digital tutorials and lectures on 
their urban design research and projects.

 Week 2
Digital fabrication phase. Full-scale sections 
will be constructed collectively by the 
students in a studio-based environment. 
Design tutors will be actively involved in the 
digital fabrication of physical models and 
material experiments.

Victoria Goldstein teaches 
design studio at graduate 
level in the Gerald D Hines 
College of Architecture, 
Houston. Her architecture 
and urban design practice 
is located in Houston  
and she also teaches in 
Buenos Aires and London. 
She studied at the 
University of Buenos Aires 
FADU UBA and at the 
AADRL. She collaborated 
extensively with multi- 
national think tank 
‘Supersudaca’, and with 
United Visual artists in 
London. She worked in 
London at Arup Associates 
and at Zaha Hadid 
Architects. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/houston
http://houston.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
25 July 2012

Houston InterScaless Americas
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‘Topos’ by Victoria Goldstein, Victor Orive, Arturo Revilla



11–20 August 2012
University of Oregon
Directed by Stewart Dodd and Kristin Cross

Oregon has nearly 30 million acres of forested 
land, covering almost half the state. The 
forest, thick with meaning, accommodates 
many agendas and interpretations. For some 
it is a natural refuge, a habitat for wildlife  
and endangered species, a place to get away 
from civilisation – even a space of protest. 
When treated badly, it represents man’s 
skewed priorities and disregard for nature;  
in its pristine state, it conjures images of 
living off the land and of the noble savage. 
For others, however, the forest represents  
an important resource, a source of income,  
a versatile crop that provides material  
for building our homes and products that 
make our lives easier. The forest is all of 
these things.

 Marking the Forest, with the support  
of the University of Oregon in Eugene,  
will explore the inner workings of the forest, 
investigating the biodiversity of the woodland 
and the commodification of the tree. We will 
skim the surface of the politics of the forest 
and conceptualise this information into a 
design that will be realised in the forest. The 
workshop will be divided into research (studio 
and woodland lectures), experience (raft trip 
and mill visits), design (studio design and 
crits with prototype building in the workshop) 
and assembly (assembly in the woodland). 
Our final evening will see us toasting our 
successes with a feast in the forest.
 The project will be documented  
and presented as a book published by  
the Architectural Association. 

Stewart Dodd and Kristin 
Cross run Satellite 
Architects, a London 
practice committed to 
modern, sustainable 
design with a passion  
for the environment. 
Satellite’s work has been 
published extensively in 
books, journals and the 
architectural press. 
Stewart is a unit master in 
the Intermediate School at 
the AA and has twice been 
shortlisted for the Young 
Architect of the Year 
Award. Kristin also 
practises as an artist.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/eugene
http://eugene.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
28 July 2012

Eugene Marking the Forest Americas
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Sean McGinnis – The Webmaster (yatzer.com)



13–24 August 2012
University of Illinois at Chicago
Directed by Kirk Wooller 

To get things done in the modern city 
requires a successful campaign. Whether  
it’s a social media offensive to get America’s 
youth to vote in their first African-American 
president, or an environmentalist drive  
to re-reverse the flow of the Chicago river to 
keep invasive species from destroying Lake 
Michigan’s fishing industry, or the behind-
the-scenes lobbying to pave the way for 
Chicago’s first casino, campaign strategies 
engage the city to achieve individual  
and collective gains. Often executed as  
an amalgamation of military-like precision 
and haphazard logic, the effectiveness  
of a campaign lies in the social, political  
and economic networks that make a city  
tick. And while architects are never shy  
to proclaim, and often quicker to disdain, 
architecture has yet to learn how to 
campaign. The AA/UIC Visiting School 
design workshop will therefore explore how 
architecture can develop successful ways  
to campaign. By combining the potential  
of design intelligence with the power of 
propaganda, Campaigning Architecture will 
engage with and rethink architecture’s 
relevance to the city.

 The Visiting School is organised in 
collaboration with the University of Illinois  
at Chicago (UIC) and will be taught by tutors 
from the AA and UIC. Site visits and lectures 
by some of Chicago’s leading designers, 
thinkers and protagonists will provide insight 
into the architectural culture of Chicago.  
The ten-day design workshop is open to 
students, recent graduates, young designers 
and architects, as well as professionals  
from related fields interested in exploring 
alternative forms of practice. Students will 
work in small groups and then collectively 
assemble these works into an architectural 
publication like no other – one that will 
sabotage local media and prick up the ears 
of the city, from Jane Doe to Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel. By doing so, the workshop will 
enable participants to invest in the develop-
ment of ideas for the future of Chicago.

Kirk Wooller holds a  
BArch and MArch from  
the University of Auckland 
and completed his MA 
(Histories & Theories)  
and PhD at the Architec-
tural Association. He  
has worked in several 
architectural offices and 
institutions in Auckland, 
London, New York and 
Chicago. He is currently 
a director at Remake 
Architecture and teaches 
design, history and theory 
at UIC.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/chicago
http://chicago.aaschool.ac.uk

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
30 July 2012

Chicago Campaigning  
Architecture

Americas
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Campaigning Architecture, image occupydesign.org



20 August – 1 September 2012
Roswell to Burning Man Festival
Directed by Liam Young and Kate Davies

Unknown Fields is a nomadic studio that 
throws open the doors of the AA and sets  
off on an annual expedition to the ends  
of the earth exploring unreal and forgotten 
landscapes, alien terrains and obsolete 
ecologies. Each year we navigate a different 
global cross-section and map the complex 
and contradictory realities of the present as  
a site of strange and extraordinary futures.  
You will be both visionaries and reporters, 
part documentarian and part science-fiction 
soothsayers as the otherworldly sites  
we encounter will afford us a distanced 
viewpoint from which to survey the 
consequences of emerging environmental 
and technological scenarios. 
 This year the Division will be heading off 
on a reconnaissance road trip to chronicle a 
series of extraterrestrial encounters from the 
borderlands, black sites, military outposts 
and folkloric landscapes of the United States. 
From the ‘illegal aliens’ of the New Mexico 
border towns we will head north exploring 
territories of negotiation and conflict, zones 
of transgression, suspicion and speculation. 
We will rumble along the UFO highway, past 
the mythic territories of Area 51, listening  
to tall tales from conspiracy theorists amidst 
the sonic booms crackling in the quiet desert 
air. We will visit covert military test sites  
and the alien technologies of the aeronautics 
industry as we shape our own experimental 
craft to launch in the skies above the 
psychedelic community of the Burning Man 

Festival, where our journey ends. By the 
bonfires we will examine the mysteries  
and conspiracies that surround what lies  
off the map, off-grid and below the radar  
as we propose new truths and expose 
alternative fictions. 
 Joining us on our travels will be a troupe 
of collaborators from the worlds of tech-
nology, science and fiction. Together we  
will form a travelling circus of research visits, 
field reportage, rolling discussions and 
impromptu tutorials that will be chronicled in 
an annual publication and travelling exhibition. 
Throughout our journey the Division will 
identify opportunities for tactical intervention 
and speculative invention as we examine  
the unknown fields between truth and fiction.

Liam Young studied 
architecture in Australia 
and now works in London 
as an independent 
designer, futurist and 
curator. He has taught 
design studios at schools 
across Europe and 
Australasia and he is a 
founder of the think tank 
Tomorrows Thoughts 
Today which explores the 
consequences of fantastic, 
perverse and underrated 
urbanisms. 

Kate Davies is a designer, 
writer, educator  
and co-founder of the 
multidisciplinary  
group LiquidFactory, 
which explores the  
rich hinterlands of art, 
architecture and 
performance. Kate –  
a graduate of the Bartlett 
– has taught at London 
Metropolitan University 
and Chelsea College of  
Art and run various design 
workshops in Sweden, 
Spain, Belgium and Korea. 

www.aaschool.ac.uk/unknownfields
www.unknownfieldsdivision.com

Fees
£695 per participant, 
which includes a £50 
Visiting Membership

Application Deadline
6 August 2012

Roswell to  
Burning Man

Unknown Fields Americas
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Alien encounter



Top: Agentware, Rovinj, July 2011 
Bottom: AA Berlin Laboratory, Berlin, September 2010
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Unknown Fields, Chernobyl to Baikonur, July 2011, photos Vincent Fournier
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Top: Beyond Entropy, Venice, September 2011, photo Valerie Bennett
Bottom: Summer DLab, London, July 2011, photo Valerie Bennett

Top and bottom: Deserta, Santiago, January 2011  
Photos © Tim Street-Porter



2011/12 is proving to be another successful 
year in the AA Visiting School’s develop-
ment of outside partnerships in support of 
its various programmes around the globe. 
The school extends its thanks to the dozens 
of sponsors and partners from the UK and 
abroad for backing a whole range of differ-
ent activities.

Sponsors
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The Visiting School prospectus is issued  
for guidance only, and the AA reserves the 
right to vary or omit all or any of the facili-
ties, tuition or activities described therein,  
or amend in any substantial way any of  
the facilities, tuition or activities for which 
students may have enrolled. Students shall 
have no claim against the AA regarding any 
alteration made to the course.

The School is part of the Architectural 
Association (Inc), which is a company 
limited by guarantee and a registered 
charity. Company no 171402. Charity no 
311083. Registered Office as below.

 Reader Assistance Clause
AA Members wishing to request a black and 
white and/or larger print version of specific 
printed items can do so by contacting  
Mary Lee (reception@aaschool.ac.uk /
+44 (0)20 7887 4000), or by accessing  
the AA website at www.aaschool.ac.uk. 
For an audio recording of AA Events List, 
please call 020 7887 4111.

The Visiting School prospectus is produced 
through the AA Print Studio

Art Director: Zak Kyes
Design: Claire McManus

Printed in England by Pureprint

Architectural Association 
School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3ES
T + 44 (0)20 7887 4000
F + 44 (0)20 7414 0782
info@aascchool.ac.uk
www.aaschool.ac.uk

Colophon
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Applying to the Visiting School

Taking place at the AA’s famous home in 
Bedford Square, London, at Hooke Park 
Dorset or at any of the more than three dozen 
global school locations worldwide, the 
Visiting School is an increasingly vibrant part 
of the AA’s academic life, enriching the 
school’s dynamic undergraduate and 
graduate programmes. Characteristic of the 
Visiting School is its emphasis on engaging 
the widest range of prospective and young 
students, academics, practitioners and other 
design professionals, for a period ranging 
from a few days to a semester. It takes 
advantage of a dimension of the school that 
fosters and promotes cross-cultural 
experimentation and innovation, helping 
make the AA the world’s most international 
school of architecture, and organised in 
partnership with leading schools and other 
creative organisations.

To obtain further information and register  
for any of the programmes listed in this 
prospectus please contact:

Visiting School Director:
Christopher Pierce

Visiting School Coordinator:
Karina Joseph

T +44 (0)20 7887 4014
F +44 (0)20 7414 0782
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk
www.aaschool.ac.uk/visitingschool

Architectural Association
School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3ES




