
AA School MSc & MArch Sustainable 
Environmental Design 

The AA School’s MSc and MArch programme 
in Sustainable Environmental Design (AA SED) 
engages with real-life problems affecting buildings 
and cities throughout the world. Providing 
alternatives to the global architecture and 
brute force engineering that are still the norm 
in most large cities requires new knowledge on 
what makes a sustainable environment and on 
how architecture can contribute to this. Design 
research for the AA SED masters courses is driven 
by strict performance criteria following a process 
of adaptive architecturing that proceeds from 
inside to outside, attuning the built form and its 
constituents to natural rhythms and inhabitant 
activities. Key objectives of all SED projects are 
to improve environmental conditions and quality 
of life in cities, achieve independence from 
non-renewable energy sources and develop 
an environmentally sustainable architecture 
able to adapt and respond to changing urban 
environments. MSc candidates complete the 
12-month course with a dissertation project that 
documents the architectural potential and design 
applicability of their chosen topic in its geographic 
and climatic context. The MArch extends over a 
16-month period that culminates in a detailed 
design application for a specific design brief and 
site. 

          sed.aashool.ac.uk 

          https://www.facebook.com/AAEESED

          https://twitter.com/AASchool_SED
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PROJECTS IN INDIA

Over the last ten years some fifty architects from 
different parts of India have been to London to 
attend the AA School’s  Masters programme in 
Sustainable Environmental Design (AA SED). This 
exhibition presents the final projects of twelve 
of those architects illustrating the programme’s 
approach in dealing with a variety of climatic 
conditions, design briefs, urban contexts and 
environmental design responses. I would like to 
thank Rajan Rawal and the organising committee 
of the PLEA 2014 Conference for hosting this 
exhibition; Mileni Pamfili in London and Kanika 
Agarwal Mahadevwala in Ahmedabad for their 
crucial help with the preparation and display of 
the posters; and all the contributors for putting 
together the material for the exhibition.    
 
Simos Yannas Director AA SED 

Design  Strategies for 24-hour Office Buildings 
Shravan Pradeep   

Bio-emulation - biomimetic approach to 
environmental design
Rudrajit Sabhaney

Corporate Work Environments in New Delhi
Sanyukta Pande 

Passive Cooling through Ground Cooling: 
application of Earth Air Heat Exchangers in 
Composite Climates
Shashank Jain 

Enclosure Design for Animals in Captivity
Rupalim Choudhury 

Respite Architecture - Sustaining Fishermen’s 
Communities 
Harshini Sampath Kumar

Improving Rural Low-Income Housing: building 
with earth 
Atishay Jain 

Rethinking Tradition: housing in the desert
Kartikeya Rajput 

Residential Cluster Based on the Traditional Pol 
House
Kanika Agarwal Mahadevwala

Passive Cooling Strategies for Residences in New 
Delhi
Rohit Garg 

Adaptive Strategies for School Buildings in 
Tropical Regions
Payal Chaudhari 

Lessons from the Masters: a study of tertiary 
educational buildings
Megha Nanaiah 


