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Intermediate
Legend has it that in the early  

eighteenth century, just before 

the final stone was placed on the 

lantern of St Paul’s Cathedral, 

the architect Christopher Wren 

sojourned to Richmond Park to 

view his masterpiece from afar. 

As he ascended King Henry VIII’s 

Mound, his blood pressure began 

to rise, reaching its boiling point at 

the summit where Wren discovered 

holly hedge blocked the view of his 

glorious structure ten miles away. 

Undeterred, Wren rolled up his silk 

stockings, hiked up his britches and 

began pulling back the thicket – 

thorns be damned – not even blinking 

when his wig disappeared in a gust 

of wind, until he removed enough 

growth to unveil the majestic dome 

in all its mountainous glory. And 

thus, through the shearing of nature 

for the sake of towering architecture, 

London’s first protected view was 

created. 

In the 1950s with the LCC and GLC 

and again recently with Mayor Boris 

Johnson’s 2012 View Management 

Framework, London grapples over 

the need to protect its panoramic 

heritage while at the same time 

feed its hunger for tall structures 

and innovation. Intermediate 5 will 

situate itself within one of these 

protected views – whose axis is 

on the Houses of Parliament – to 

continue the unit’s immersion into 

the bi-linear slices that cut through 

London as they unveil the diversity 

of the city’s architecture, mobility 

systems, cultures and inhabitants. 

These examinations of the everyday 

and movements of the city will 

provide students with a series of 

social, technological and sometimes 

playfully arbitrary constraints, or 

catalysts to help them generate the 

central aim of each unit project – the 

architectural construct. 

 

Synthesising urban exploration 

and design into one entity students 

will collect their thoughts, 

observations and project decisions 

in a diary; explore making through 

writing; work in two- and three-

dimensional drawing; undertake 

physical model-testing; and develop 

time-based scrolls that depict the 

interaction of people and space. By 

focusing on current social trends 

and technological advancement 

the Intermediate 5 objective is to 

stimulate experimental application 

of new technologies within the 

built environment, resulting 

in architectural proposals that 

optimistically alter our perception of 

everyday life. 

 

E.xperiements in A.rchitecture and T.echnology a Slice of London 

VIew of St Paul's from Richmond Park
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Intermediate
For Term 1, participants of the unit 

will work in a oscillating process 

that combines urban observation 

and architectural making. A series of 

coupled exercises (one observation and 

one making) will be setup that allow 

students to observe and document 

the city of London, which in turn will 

inspire and inform our architectural 

interventions. The intent of this 

process is to bridge the chasm that all 

to often exists between ‘research’ and 

‘design’ by providing an alternative in 

which they are synthesised into one 

collective entity.

 The urban explorations allow 

students to act as sleuths and collectors 

of the city with the aim to generate 

ideas for architectural proposals that 

are routed in the everyday. Three 

tasks – a walk, a transit ride and an 

aerial flight – will allow students 

to explore the city fabric from the 

ground level, at different speeds and 

from above. And in the traditions and 

examples that Georges Perec left with 

us and Sophie Calle continues, these 

explorations will be constrained, by a 

set of group rules (that all members 

of the unit follow) and individual 

manipulations (defined or interpreted 

by each student). These exercises will 

focus on documenting three important 

aspects of the city – living, mobility 

and technology. 

 The architectural 

interventions will be a series of three 

proposals conceived of by a set                of 

drivers based around living, art, social 

trends and technology. The setup of the 

constraints will pay homage to Perec’s 

OuLiPian novel Life A User’s Manual 

and will be both physical, playful 

and open to interpretation by each 

student. Each architectural exercise 

will vary in scale, output and content 

with the aim to build up a catalogue of 

proposals to analyse and learn from. 

Coupled with the urban explorations 

the aim is to generate  a set of non-

conventional constraints that places 

the focus of architecture back on the 

social objectives of building.

 

Unit Trips

(ALL ABOARD!) The main unit trip 

will also take place in Term 1. The 

journey will be a transport adventure 

through Japan. Traveling from Tokyo 

to Fukuoka via Hiroshima the aim 

of the trip is to experience different 

modes of transport within Japanese 

cities as a way to spark inspiration in 

the unit work. We will also visit  many 

of the amazing works of architecture 

within the country, sleep on trains 

and within stations and soak up the 

culture. 

 In addition to this a short 

journey to Paris will take place in 

Term 1 to walk the streets and sit 

in the squares that Georges Perec 

observed, documented, lived in and 

found so fascinating. 

Term 1  Overview 

Sophie Calle
Days Spent Under the Sign of W 

1998
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Intermediate
A theme of Intermediate 5 is the urban slice. A linear stretch through the city that exposes the diversity of demographics, personalities, 
architectures, communities and topologies within London. Last year the unit used Regent’s Canal for this linear element and this year 
the work will explore one of London’s view corridors, which loosely began in the eighteenth century, further developed in the 1950s and 
were formalised by Mayor Boris Johnson in 2012.  

The corridor selected for the unit this year is part of the Mayor’s London View Management Framework as a ‘panorama’ – the Parliament 
Hill View Corridor: 

  Starting point: the summit of Parliament Hill in Hampstead Heath
  End point: Lambeth Borough, Brixton
  Approximately 7 miles
  
The slice crosses through Marylebone, Camden Town, Fitzrovia, Soho, Westminster (and the Houses of Parliament), Pimlico, the River 
Thames, Oval and Brixton, providing a highly diverse cross section of London. 
  
  – All projects are to be within the boundaries of this slice
  – Each student gets their own segment of the slice (12 in total)

The importance of the linear urban slice is to reveal that the city is not linear in any way, shape or form. And it is within this non-
linearity where exciting moments, events, actions and architectural proposals happen. This play between what seems to be linear and 
what is not is at the root of all Intermediate 5 proposals. 

Urban Sl ice 

A view from Parliament Hill
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Intermediate
OBSERVATION
WALKING Exploration 
Topic: LIVING
A 2 day walk of the unit View Corridor from Parliament Hill to Lambeth Borough, Brixton. The walks will remain within the view 
corridor boundaries at all times. These walks are intended to be a starting point to get all unit participants feet wet with the areas we 
will be working in, but will also have a series of constraints of how we walk through the city, but also in how we collect material.  

Task: Students are to find a topic to investigate that revolves around their interpretations and observations of living in the city
Media: students are to document through photography and hand note-taking their observations
Found Objects: students will be asked to collect objects that they come across during the walk
Output: Students will be asked to curate 9 photographs that are seen as a series that demonstrates the topic on living that was their focal 
point and emerged from the walks. The layout, orientation, colour / black & white and organisation of the photographs are all rigorously 
thought out. Photograph image is also to have a 10-word piece of constrained text that provides insight the image. One image from the 
collections will be selected during a collective discussions within unit to be used as a constraint for the making position of this exercise. 

Select Segments: the view corridor will be divided into 12 segments (or the amount of students in the unit) and each student will select 
a portion that will be the focal point for the remainder of the year 

MAKING
A SINGLE Space 
Based on the constraint matrix from Georges Perec’s Life A User’s Manual students will be giving three prompts to work to design a 
single space in the city within their selected view corridor segment 

Constraints: a combination of the following:
1. Activity (Sleeping / Eating / Playing / Making)
2. The Selected Image for the Observation portion of the task 
3. Found Object (collected from walking exploration)
Location: After the segments are divided up between students a in-situ individual tutorial will take place at which point a gap or hole 
within the city will be selected with the tutor. 
Media/Output: 3D drawing: A singular axonometric
Elements of the selected image and found object are to be used within the drawing. It is important to demonstrate within the drawing 
how the activity and images on living influence the design of the space. 

C o m b i n e  P r o j e c t  # 1

Kon Wajiro 
Modernology
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Intermediate
Residents of London sleep on the platform 

and tracks at aldwych station of the London 
Underground in December 1940. The tunnel 

was converted to an air raid shelter after 
German attacks on the city.

Image from: http:photosofwar.net

Combine Project  #2

OBSERVATION
TRANSPORTATION Exploration
Topic: MOBILITY
Students will explore the city through a 2-part journey on a London Bus within, but also outside of the view corridor. Observation and 
documentation of what each individual student views as mobility within the city is to be the focal point. Students are to collect video 
and audio material on the buses. 

Task: Students are to find a topic to investigate that revolves around their interpretations and observations of mobility in the city
Media: students are to document through video and sound recordings
Found Objects: students will be asked to collect objects that they come across during the journey
Output: Students will be asked to curate a one minute film of their experience that demonstrates their understanding of mobility in the 
city. Speed, slowness, duration, movement and light are to be considered. Three consecutive film stills are to be extracted from the film 
for the making position of this exercise. The three film stills are then to be accompanied with 30 constrained words per still. 

Select Social Topic: Intermediate 5 students are encouraged to be socially conscience of the world that we live in and that surrounds us. 
Following the example of Cedric Price, architecture can act as mechanism to enable people and with this as inspiration students are to 
select a social trend or issue to address. This does not necessarily mean solving a problem, although that is possible, but rather to select 
a trend, community or opportunity within the city that architecture can be thought of as an advent of positive change. 

MAKING
An ACTIVE Space 
Taking the SINGLE space from Combine Project #1, students will be asked to layer additional constraints in order to rethink their initial 
design and to transform it from a single space into an active space. 

Constraints: a combination of the following:
1. Social Topic – the proposal must consider the social issue that was declared during the observation phase of the exercise
2. Mobility – the film and its stills are to be used to reconsider the design. This allows students to consider movement, whether that be 
through moving the object to a new location, having the form itself be mobile or linking it to a mode of transportation in the city
3. Found Object (collected from mobility exploration)
Location: Each student will continue working with the selected gap from exercise #1 or they can move the project to another location 
within their segment in relation to the constraints given. One located the project is to reuse or engage with existing structures. 
Media/Output: A Model (physical or conceptual). The model is to have moving parts and to show motion within the artefact.



5
 

Intermediate
Combine Project  #3

OBSERVATION
AERIAL Exploration
Topic: THE CITY
We will explore the city through two experiences that places us in a bird’s eye view of the city. One will be stationary (ex. Barbican or 
The Shard or Sky Garden) and the other in motion (ex. The Eye or The Emirates Cable Car). This will allow us to see the city as a whole. 
The panoramic image and the map will be the means of documentation. 

Task: Students are to find a view point to observe their corridor segment from afar and construct a single panoramic image and a 2D map 
Media: students are to document through panoramic images and diagram mapping
Maps: students will be asked to collect unique maps of London for inspiration 
Output: Students will be asked to present one panoramic image and one map that depict their proposals from Combine projects #1 and 2

Select Technology: Intermediate 5 students are asked to think about technologies beyond the profession of architecture and to conceive of 
how these may alter the built environment. Each student is to select a technology to use as a catalyst for their architectural interventions. 
Wired magazine will be a constant presence within the studio to keep up with the latest and most influential new technologies. As Cedric 
Price states, ‘Technology is the Answer. But What is the Question? Intermediate 5 students are challenged to pose the questions. 

MAKING
An URBAN Space 
Taking the ACTIVE space from Combine Project #2, students will be asked to layer additional constraints in order to rethink their initial 
design and to transform in relation to its context making an URBAN space. 

Constraints: a combination of the following:
1. Technology – the proposal must consider technology that they have selected to work with during the observation phase of the exercise
2. Panorama – students are to use the panorama to explore what their proposal looks like from an urban setting. It is important to think 
about the critical threshold in architecture between inside and outside. 
3. Map – Students are to rethink their proposal based around the map to understand its imprint on the infrastructural layers of the city 
Location: Given the map and panorama exercise students to finalise the location of the unit proposal that is located within their segment 
of the view corridor
Media/Output: Composite Drawing: a Combine 
The drawing is consist of materials from previous exercises with the aim to describe the entire project in one single drawing. Motion, 
activity and architecture are the focal points and the drawing is to be completed with drawing lines.

Aerial View of London At Night



FRI 13/11

TUE 10/11

FRI 20/11

MON 16/11

TUE 17/11

Individual 
Tutorials

FRI 04/12

TUE 01/12

THU 03/12

WED 02/12

MON 30/11

FRI 11/12

THU 10/12

WED 09/12

TUE 08/12

MON 07/12

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12

FRI 30/10

FRI 06/11

Unit Seminar
On art projects with a 
focus on the everday 
with movement as 
a focus
Working 
Session
Students to present 
initial findings on 
the in motion project 
observation

THU 05/11

Key
Tutorials

Working Days

Review / Juries

2nd / 3rd Year  
Previews

FRI 09/10

THU 08/10

WED 07/10

Group 
Discussions + 
Tutorials
– Students are 
to present their 9 
photographs to 
the unit

FRI 16/10

TUE 13/10

MON 12/10

CP #1 
Observation 
Present the final 
9 photographs
Making 
Commences

Working 
Session
Students to present 
revised drawings of 
design proposal for the 
exercise

FRI 23/10

THU 22/10

TUE 20/10

Unit Seminar
On small scale 
architecture projects
Group Tutorials
Meeting in Groups 
of 3-4 students will 
present their work in a 
roundtable discussion

FRI 18/12

THU 17/12

WED 16/12

TUE 15/12

MON 14/12

Trip to Japan

End of Term 1

AA Holiday 
Party

Undergraduate 
Hand-in for 
Comp Studies

CP #3 
Observation 
Present final 
panarama and 
map
Making 
Commences

CP #2 
Observation 
Present the final 
one minute video
Making 
Commences

Undergraduate 
Open Jury

Open Week

Unit Tutorials
Students are to present 
in groups of three
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FRI 02/10

THU 01/10

WED 30/10

Intermediate 
Unit Interviews 
Commence
11:30am

First Meeting  
of Inter 5  
Collective
Location TBC
Combine Project 
#1 Commences

TUE 29/09

Intermediate 
Unit Intros
10:00am

MON 28/09

HTS/TS 
courses  
commence

MS/PP 
courses  
commence

TUE 06/10

Project Location 
Selection
Tutorials will be 
held in the city, 
within the corridor

MON 05/10

View Corridor 
Exploration 
Concludes
Note: The explo-
ration commences 
on Saturday 3

THU 15/10

WED 14/10

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

Unit Seminar
On art projects with a 
focus on the everday
Working 
Session
Students to present 
drawings of the first 
design proposal of the 
exercise

MON 19/10

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 21/10

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

Unit Seminar
On architecture where 
mobility plays a key role
Working 
Session
Students to present 
study models – a 
minimum of 5 to small 
groupr within the unit

THU 29/10

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 28/10

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

TUE 27/10

Combine 
Project #1 
Presentation 
Students are to present 
both the Observation 
and Making portion of 
the exercise

Combine Project #2 
Commences

MON 26/10

WED 04/11

Open Week

TUE 03/11

Open Week

MON 02/11

Open Week

THU 12/11

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 11/11

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

MON 09/11

End of Term 
Working 
Session
Students are to present 
all their work from the 
Term to the unit staff 
wih a focus on the 
current design proposal. 
A project thesis is 
required

Trip to Japan

Trip to Japan

THU 19/11

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 18/11

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

FRI 27/11

MON 23/11

TUE 24/11

Unit Seminar
On architecture with the 
city playing a key role
Working 
Session
Students to present 
initial findings on the 
panarama image 
and map

Combine 
Project #2 
Presentation 
Students are to present 
both the Observation 
and Making portion of 
the exercise

Combine Project #3 
Commences

THU 26/11

HTS/TS 
courses  
conclude

WED 25/11

MS/PP 
courses  
conclude Working 

Session
Students to present 
draft map and 
panarama

Trip to Japan
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Intermediate
Term 2

Richard Buckminster Fuller and Shoji Sadao
Floating Cloud Structures (Cloud Nine)

circa 1960 
Spherical clouds house floating cities in Buckminster 

Fuller’s creative response to population growth

2015/16 
Architectural Association
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Intermediate
Potteries Thinkbelt

Cedric Price
1960s

In Term 2 the unit will continue the 

work from Term 1 and further develop 

the architectural interventions. Using 

the material collected from Term 1 

students will begin to develop their 

projects at the scale of a building 

(minimum scale of 1:100). With the 

area within the segment already 

selected for the intervention in Term 1 

students can now focus on developing 

the project around the everyday social 

focus and technological devices that 

are the main drivers for each project. 

Students will work in 2- and 3D 

drawing and physical model making. 

It is important that the projects are 

developed through a series of iteration 

throughout the term. There will be 

two Colloquies (the use of speech for 

informal exchange of views or ideas 

or information) during the term: first, 

one where students present their 

project thesis; and second, one where 

students focus on a singular technical 

aspect of the proposition. 

As part of this process the unit 

take part in a workshop at Hooke 

Park focusing on physical model 

development. 

 

Term 2 Overview 
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Intermediate
The central themes of transport, 

telecommunication and living in the 

work of Buckminster Fuller was with 

the intention of improving society 

through design and technology and 

his influence reached architects all 

over the world and especially to a 

young Cedric Price whose body of 

work includes hard hat turbans for 

Sikhs working in construction, 24-

hour homes, a mobile architecture 

school, an aviary, a Fun Palace, a 

Thinkbelt and an Interactive Centre. 

Continuing this legacy, Intermediate 5 

will attempt to come at a project with 

a different set of constraints that could 

emerge a response that addresses 

social issues and objectives instead 

of self-referential architectural types, 

methods and terminology. 

 Therefore we will challenge 

architectural terminology by 

suggesting new ways in which to 

speak about architecture. The intent 

of this endeavour is to present 

architecture in innovative ways and it 

is argued here that we cannot do this 

without challenging the words and 

types that we continue to use over and 

over again without in fact reinventing 

their worth. Without reinvention then 

the status quo will always remain. 

For the Potteries Thinkbelt project 

Cedric Price and his design team went 

to great lengths to reconsider what 

normally would be termed ‘housing’ or 

‘classrooms’ or ‘school’ by introducing 

new terms for their spaces and the 

design brief. ‘Housing’ became crate, 

sprawl, battery, capsule and ‘school’ 

became a thinkbelt. These new terms 

are not haphazard but rigorously 

thought out to emphasise that the 

Potteries Thinkbelt vision was a full 

assault on the new universities that 

were then being built around the UK. 

Even what we would normally call the 

‘site’ was challenged as it was based 

on a moving assembly of parts and 

systems. Terms such as programme, 

type, site, content and function are not 

allowed to be used for the individual 

unit briefs. 

 During Term 2 the design 

projects will hover around the scale of 

1:100 focusing on the specific scenario 

and gradually moving towards the 

architectural details. These drawings 

will be instrumental for the Third Year 

TS projects as well. The aim of focusing 

at the scale of the architectural 

building is to have a clearly worked 

out proposal by the end of Term 2. 

This is achieved by working in a 

repetitive manner, through a series 

of proposals and schemes. Drawings 

such as the plan, section, elevation 

and the axon are not representational. 

These are design tools. As part of this 

process will also be time-based scroll 

drawings that show the movement 

patterns of users within the spaces, 

that are carried over from they tools 

students gained in doing the Term 1 

exercises. 

Architectural  Construct

Cedric Price 
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Intermediate
For Colloquy One – Thesis, students 

will present a written text of three 

parts: architectural intent, social driver 

and technological devices. These texts 

should stand alone and also be read as 

a single piece. The Colloquy will take 

place at the start of Term 2 and the 

text is to be accompanied with revised 

drawings from that were completed at 

the conclusion of Term 1. For Colloquy 

Two – Technical, students are to zoom 

into their project selecting a specific 

detail to focus on and explore from 

a design point of view. The selected 

technology should also be a focal 

point of this exercise. This will also be 

the catalyst of 3rd Year students and 

their TS project. 

Architectural  Construct

Jan Kaplický Collage Drawings of 
Floating City



FRI 19/02

TUE 16/02

FRI 26/02

MON 22/02

TUE 23/02

Unit
Tutorials

FRI 11/03

TUE 08/03

THU 10/03

WED 09/03

MON 07/03

FRI 18/03

THU 17/03

WED 16/03

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11

FRI 05/02 FRI 12/02

THU 11/02

Key
Tutorials

Working Days

Review / Juries

2nd / 3rd Year  
Previews

FRI 15/01

THU 14/01

WED 13/01

FRI 22/01

TUE 19/01

MON 18/01

FRI 29/01

THU 28/01

TUE 26/01

FRI 25/03

THU 24/03

WED 23/03

TUE 22/03

MON 21/03

End of Term 2

AA Easter Party

3rd Year 
Dress Rehersal 
for Preview 
Tables

2nd Year 
Hand-in for 
Comp Studies

Undergraduate 
Open Jury

Unit
Tutorials
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HTS/TS 
courses  
commence

MS/PP 
courses  
commence

TUE 12/01

MON 11/01

THU 21/01

WED 20/01

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

MArch Final 
Jury
Students are encourage 
to attend the DRL jury

MON 25/01

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 27/01

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

THU 04/02

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 03/02

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

TUE 02/02

MON 01/02

WED 10/02

Hooke Park

TUE 09/02

Hooke Park

MON 08/02

Hooke Park

THU 18/02

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 17/02

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

MON 15/02

THU 25/02

HTS/TS 
courses  
continue

WED 24/02

MS/PP 
courses  
continue

FRI 04/03

MON 29/02

TUE 01/03

MArch Exam 
Board

THU 03/03

HTS/TS 
courses  
conclude

WED 02/03

MS/PP 
courses  
conclude

2nd Year  
Preview Tables

2nd Year  
Preview Tables

Intermediate  
(Part 1)  
3rd Year  
Preview Tables 

Intermediate  
(Part 1)  
3rd Year  
Preview Tables 

Final  
Term 2 Jury 
Students are to present 
the following their 
architectural proposals 
and thesis TUE 15/03

MON 14/03

Unit 
Tutorials

MArch Final 
Jury
Students are encourage 
to attend the DRL jury 
as time permits

Unit  
Tutorials

Open Week

Unit
Tutorials

Unit  
Tutorials

Unit
Tutorials

Unit
Tutorials

Unit Tutorials
Optional

Unit
Tutorials

3rd Year
TS Interim 
Juries

Unit
Tutorials

Week of 3rd 
Year TS Interims

Unit
Tutorials

Unit
Tutorials

Colloquy: 
Thesis + 
Combine 
Project #3 
Presentation
Students are to present 
both the Observation 
and Making portion of 
the exercise that started 
in Term 1

– A clear project thesis 
is to be presented
– A single compositite 
drawing is to be 
presented

Unit  
Tutorials Inter 5 

Colloquies:
Technical
w/ guests

Hooke Park
Unit
Tutorials

Unit 
Tutorials
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Intermediate
Term 3

Trust Zone (Stoned Moon)
Robert Rauschenberg

1969

2015/16 
Architectural Association
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Intermediate
The focus of Term 3 will be placed on 

development of the design proposals 

and understanding where the project 

is situated in relation to the past, 

present and future. While continuing 

to refine the architectural proposal 

at the scale of the building, students 

will be asked to critically evaluate the 

potential of the project zooming out to 

the scale of the city (and beyond) and 

panning into the scale of the detail 

to understand how certain aspects 

of the proposal works. By doing this 

students will be able to understand 

the ramifications and consequences 

of the thesis and project that they 

are proposing while also being able to 

understand and explain the synthesis 

of the everyday observations that 

permeate their project in relation to 

the big visionary ideas that they are 

projecting. 

 Term 3 will also be dedicated 

to portfolio development allowing 

students to continue generating a 

drawing and modelling technique 

that is built on the same ideas of 

their project while also continually 

rehearsing their verbal descriptions of 

their thesis and work in preparation 

for the final jury and tables. As part 

of this students will be asked to have 

three specific artefacts: a time-based 

scroll drawing, a composite drawing 

(that explains the entire project in one 

single artefact) and a physical model. 

Term 3 Overview

Admonitions Scroll
China, 6th-8th century AD
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Intermediate
Unit  Output + Portfol io

In Term 1 students will develop a series of techniques from photography, video, text, 2- and 3D drawing, physical and computational 
model making with the aim that these skills are used within the final portfolio. Much like the unit work, which is dictated by movement 
through the space of the city, the portfolio is to be seen as an entity of moving parts or the capacity to resample the typical architectural 
portfolio of a bound book. How paper folds, creases, is cut out, added to or made to be three-dimensional can be explored. The final unit 
output consists of the following:

Composite Drawing: Students will be asked to develop a drawing through a set of constraints: nine A1-square drawings, that at once 
are individual ‘fragments’ acting as stand alone drawings, while collectively they construct a single composition. These drawings will 
hold the design proposal, much like a collection of architectural competition drawings. The aim is that in this single drawing explains 
the entire project. 
Scroll Drawing: As the unit projects deal with mobility it is critical to develop a set of drawings that explains this element. The unit as 
been developing the ‘scroll’ technique that is a series of drawings making up a set much like film stills or a storyboard. 
Reference Booklet: Over the course of the year students will collect precedents, influences, inspirations, newspaper headlines, images, 
etc that are an important aspect of the project to further explain not only where the project currently stands, but how one got to that 
point. These are to be presented in an A4-square booklet. 
Model: The model does not need to be a final ‘representation’ model nor a model of the entire proposal, but attempts to demonstrate not 
the ‘what’, but the ‘how’. How something moves, home something is used, how something is occupied, etc. This model can be a revised 
model from earlier in the term or a new model altogether. 

Additional unit output throughout the year is as follows:

Diary: In Terms 1 and 2 students will be asked to keep a unit diary. Monday thru Saturday students will be asked to add one page per day 
to the diary. This can be anything from fliers they find in the city that the feel are relevant to the unit or project, photographs they take 
or pieces of text or quotes that they read. On Sunday, students are to add a single page that has reflections of the six previous pages that 
they collected that week. This is a document for reflection, can be seen as an outlet to explore and throw away tangents, inspiration, be 
more socially conscience or for indulgence.  

Iteration Booklets: As the unit works in an iterative design process students will be asked to put together a booklet or series of booklets 
of all design renditions throughout the year. This is a very helpful tool for those who see your project at the end of the year to see the 
process that each student went through to arrive at their final design. 

Your House
Olafur Eliasson

2007
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While much of Cedric Price’s work 

is visionary and in some circles 

insane or even non-architectural, he 

was a technician who thought with 

rigour about the technological and 

experimental aspect of his projects 

resulting in inventive architectural 

details. The Technical Studies research 

will follow Fuller’s model in a manner 

that figures out highly precise details 

that do not take away from the 

visionary ideas of the unit work but in 

fact enhance and embody it. 

The unit will be following Option 2: 

submission at that start of Term 3.

The TS research and output are to 

zoom into a particular aspect of the 

design proposal where movement is 

the focus. How buildings move, how 

parts of architecture adapt or how 

people are transported through space.  

Material, structure, construction 

details, fabrication, reuse of existing 

constructions and assembly are areas 

of focus that are to be developed in 

both the unit drawing and physical 

modelling output that will result in 

the TS submission. The TS work is to 

be synthesised into the unit design 

proposal and not a separate entity. 

Technical  Studies 3

Generator Project 
White Oak, Florida

1978-1980
Cedric Price with John + Julia Frazer



FRI 20/05

THU 19/05

WED 18/05

FRI 27/05

MON 23/05

TUE 24/05

THU 26/05

WED 25/05

3rd Year
Individual  
Tutorials

FRI 03/06

TUE 31/06

THU 02/06

WED 01/06

MON 30/06

FRI 10/06

TUE 07/06
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THU 16/06
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Working Day
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Tutorials
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CLOSURE
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– Studio Progress
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Tutorials
– TS Progress Review
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Optional Tutorials
– Studio Progress

3rd Years 
Tutorials
– TS Progress Review
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Unit Pin-Up
Students are to present 
the following:

– A revised and clarified 
thesis statement
– All work completed 
over the Easter Break
– Constraint Sheet 
Exercise
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+
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3rd Year Tables
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2nd Year
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Individual  
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Review of all material 
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tables, the method in 
which to present and 
focus placed on the 
verbal presentation of 
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3rd Year
Work Day 
 
2nd Year 
Exhibition Work

Working Day
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Dress Rehersal 
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be presented at tables, 
the method in which 
to present and focus 
placed on the verbal 
presentation of the work

Working Day

BANK HOLIDAY
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CLOSURE
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for Final Jury
Review of all material to 
be presented at tables, 
the method in which 
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JAPAN (Term 1)

The unit trip will take place at the 

start of Term 2 and the members of 

the unit will be traveling to Tokyo, 

Japan to investigate the advance and 

efficient transportation systems in 

the city such as the bullet trains with 

additional trips to Hiroshima and 

Fukuoka. An option exists to sleep on 

an overnight train as well. As part of 

this we will explore the infrastructural 

components of transport such as 

stations and observe how citizens 

appropriate these spaces for everyday 

use. We will also do architectural 

walking tours through the cities and 

visit works by Kenzo Tange, Kisho 

Kurakawa, Tadao Ando, Herzog de 

Meuron and Atelier Bow Wow. To 

do this we will take trains, sleep on 

trains, cycle, travel by boat/ferry and 

use our feet to walk and explore. In 

essence this unit trip itself is a project, 

one that we will design as a group, and 

collectively decide how to document.

Unit  Tr ips

PARIS (Term 1)

The unit will continue its short trip 

to Paris to roam the streets that 

Georges Perec and Guy DeBord drifted 

through, explore the arcades that 

Walter Benjamin wrote about, visit 

the Centre Georges Pompidou and the 

Palais de Tokyo and other temporary 

exhibits as decided upon by the unit. 

During the stay in Paris we will take 

a day trip to  Orleans, France and Les 

Turbulences, Frac Centre, and see its 

amazing collection of architectural 

models and drawings from the 1950s, 

60s and 70s. 

HOOKE PARK (Term 2)

In Term 2, as a proposed workshop, 

the unit will shift to Hooke Park for 

a isolation and focus in the forests of 

Dorset with the focus being on a short 

3-4 day model building exercise. 

Shinkansen
Japan's high speed bullet train
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People

This year Intermedaite 5 will work as a 
collective bringing together teachers from 
different backgrounds to enchance the 
work in a way that allows all participants 
to convene and brainstorm ideas and talk 
about architecture. Those involved this 
year are:

Unit Master – Ryan Dillon
Ryan Dillon received his Bachelor of 
Architecture at Syracuse University 
School of Architecture and his MA from 
the Histories and Theories programme 
at the AA. He currently teaches in the 
AA’s undergraduate History & Theory 
programme and the Architecture 
and Urbanism graduate programme 
(DRL), where he serves as Programme 
Coordinator. He has also taught at the 
University of Brighton. He is a designer at 
EGG Office and has previously worked at 
Moshe Safdie Architects on projects such 
as the Khalsa Heritage Complex and the 

Peabody Essex Museum. 

Unit Staff 
Manja van de Worp, Sylvie Taher
Manja will be joining us throughout the 
year as support to unit tutorials with a 
focus on project design development. 
Sylvie will join us for tutorials during 
Term 1 for thesis development and will 
also continue to assist in portfolio work. 

Manja van de Worp trained as an architect 
and structural engineer at the Technical 
University of Eindhoven and Emtech at 
the AA and has been teaching there since. 
She has worked for Arup in London in the 
Advanced Geometry Unit, and Advanced 
Technology and Research group and is 
now the Principal of NOUS Engineering 
London. In addition she teaches at the 
IAAC in Barcelona and runs international 
workshops dealing with structural 
geometry. 

Sylvie Taher is a writer and architect. 
She trained at the AA, where she wrote 
a thesis titled 'Architects vs the City, or 
the Problem of Chaos'. Her writing as 
appeared in Publica, Blueprint and The 
Architectural Review. 

Jorge X. Méndez-Cáceres , Drew Merkle
For the third year Jorge and Drew will 
continue their work with the unit, this 
year with a focus on a series of short 
workshops – one per term – that focus 
on drawing, model making and project 
development. 

Jorge Méndez-Cáceres currently works 
at Heatherwick Studio and previously 
at Zaha Hadid Architects. His academic 
experience includes an MArch from the 
DRL at the Architectural Association in 
London, an MArch from Pratt Institute 
in Brooklyn, New York and a BEnv Des 
from the School of Architecture at the 
Universidad de Puerto Rico. He co-directs 
the AA Visiting School in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico and in 2012 co-founded mEmE.

Drew Merkle works at Zaha Hadid 
Architects in London, UK. He has 
experience working on projects of varying 
scales in North America, Europe, Asia, and 
the Middle East. He holds an MArch from 
the DRL at the Architectural Association 
in London, and a BArch from Auburn 
University in the US. He co-directs the 
AA Visiting School in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico and in 2012, co-founded mEmE.
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Art/Architecture Bibliography
– Auster, Paul and Calle, Sophie, ‘Leviathan with Sophie Calle’s Notes,’ in Sophie Calle: Double Game, Violette Editions,    
2007, p. 60-67.
– Berkoff, Steve, East End Photographs, Dewi Lewis Publishing, 2012. 
– Joseph, Branden W, Random Order: Robert Rauschenberg and the Neo-Avant-Garde, October Books, 2007.
– Kraussem, Joachim (Ed), Lichtenstein, Claude (Ed), Your Private Sky: R. Buckminster Fuller, Lars Müller Publishers, 1999.
– Various Authors, Kon Wajiro Retrospective, Seigensha, 2011
– Neder, Federico, Fuller Houses: R. Buckminster Fuller's Dymaxion Dwellings and Other Domestic Adventures, Lars Müller    
Publishers, 2008
– Rattenbury, Kester (Ed), Hardingham, Samantha (Ed), Cedric Price: Potteries Thinkbelt: SuperCrit #1, Routledge, 2007.
– Rauschenberg, Robert, Saltonstall Mattison Robert, Robert Rauschenberg: Breaking Boundaries, Yale University Press, 2003.
– Safdie, Moshe, For Everyone A Garden, The MIT Press, 1974. 
– Safdie, Moshe, Beyond Habitat, The MIT Press, 1970. 
– Spyropoulos, Theodore (ed), Adaptive Ecologies: Correlated Systems of Living, Architectural Association, 2013. 
– Wodiczko, Krzystof, Krzystof Wodiczko, Black Dog Publishing, 2011.

London Bibliography
– Barton, NJ, The Lost Rivers of London: A Study of Their Effects Upon London and Londoners, and the Effects of London and   
Londoners on Them, Historical Publications Ltd, 1992.
– Dobbin, Claire, London Underground Maps: Art, Design and Cartography, Lund Humphries, 2012.
– Emmerson, Andrew and Beard, Tony, London's Secret Tubes, Capital Transport Publishing, 2007. 

Writing Bibliography
– Becker, Daniel Levin, Many Subtle Channels: In Praise of Potential Literature, Harvard University Press, 2012. 
– Bellos, David (Ed) and O’brien, John (Ed), The Review of Contemporary Fiction, Georges Perec Issue, Vol. XXIX (Spring   
2009), Dalkey Archive Press, 2009.
– Calvino, Italo, If on a winter's night a traveler (Se una notte d'inverno un viaggiatore), Alfred A. Knopf, 1993.
– Elkin Lauren and Esposito Scott, The End of Oulipo? An Attempt to Exhaust a Movement, Zero Books, 2013.
– Hunt, Nick, Walking the Woods and the Water: In Patrick Leigh Fermor's footsteps from the Hook of Holland to the Golden    
Horn, Nicholas Brealey, 2014.
– Matthews, Harry (Ed) and Brotchie, Alastair (Ed), Oulipo Compendium, Atlast Press London, 2005 revised edition. 
– Perec, Georges, La Vie mode d'emploi (Life: A User’s Manual), Vintage Classics, 2008.
– Perec, Georges, La Disparition (A Void), David Godine, 2005.  
– Queneau, Raymond (Translated by Wright, Barbara), Exercises in Style, Oneworld Classics Ltd, 2008.
– Rappolt, Mark (Editor), AA Files No. 45/46, Architectural Association, 2001
– Sheringham, Michael and Johnnie Gratton, The Art of the Project: Projects and Experiments in Modern French Culture,    
Berghahn Books, New York, 2005.

Francis Bacon Studio
A collection of things is a bibliography

Bibl iography
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Broadacre City: A Living City

with flying machines
Frank Lloyd Wright

1934

2015/16 
Architectural Association


