
City as Playground 
 
When snow falls on cities the child takes over 
The child is everywhere rediscovering the city 
whilst in turn, the city rediscover its children…. 
Revealing that something permanent, if less abundant is missing, something which can still be 
provided as a modest correction where there is room… (Aldo Van Eyck). 
 
At the ninth CIAM meeting Van Eyck presented an interpretation of the house, street, 
district and city from a child’s point of view. Dip 11 will start anew with this fresh 
viewpoint to review contemporary London and speculate ways in which the inner city can 
be claimed as a space for learning. We will start by revisiting Team 10’s ideas of growth, 
mobility, cluster and change brought about when there were great demands for educational 
space, health care and affordable housing, just like there are in London today. 
 
The unit will continue to take opposing views towards urban gentrification. Our challenge 
is to use educational spaces and networks as counter forces against the momentum of 
economical forces that are erasing cultural differences and limiting social mobility, and 
invent playful alternatives that will piece together the various left over matters known as 
urban resources.   
 
Along with Team 10 we will recall Colin Ward’s anarchist utopian views (that might have 
given a theoretical back bone to Cedric Price’s Pottery Think Tank), Colin Stanfield 
Smith’s peruse of the twinning phenomena in Hampshire, Walter Segals’ self build ideas, 
Walter Gropius’ Impington College and the notions from Village College. 
 
We will work with our immediate well-known environment as raw material: our micro sites 
expand 1 mile radius from Bedford Square including Tottenham Court Road in the South 
and Euston in the North. 
 
1:1 Toys. 
Invent a set of toys to engage directly with the interiority of London. We continue to use 
urban sampling methods and collage techniques. 
 
1:5 Network Furniture. 
We will generate and test our ideas by making and misplacing models and details. 
 
1:20 Retrofit. 
Incision, removal, underpinning, insertion and inversion of the existing built environment 
for speculative reverse urban engineering. 
 
Multiscale: Field of operation. 
Students are expected to compose their own design brief within our study area. The 
individual thesis should raise a question on the function of place and occasion by 
documenting inner views of our city and “need not be pre-ordained or implicitly defined in the 
form. It is not merely what a space sets out to effect in human terms, that gives it place value, but 
what it is able to gather and transmit.” (Van Eyck Team 10 Primer p.94). 
 
 



 
 
Technical Design Thesis 
Our technical studies explore composite structures and material organizations responsive 
to the dual aspect of permanency and temporality within the current city topology.  
We will focus on the notions of self-built and incremental construction by adopting the 
methods of cutting, slicing, underpinning, insertion and inversion for speculative reverse 
urban engineering. We will explore various architectonics, learned from the scale of 
furniture making, that can set force to informal networks of urban interiors that could 
interrupt the hard grain of the cityscape.  
Material studies will start in non-scale, and then 1:5, followed by 1:20 detail components, 
and eventually developing vocabularies of structures and textural expressions through 
multi-scales that will bridge the size of the urban fields to that of interiorized experiences.  
 
 
Timeline and brief outlines 
 
Term 1 
 
Urban Sampling 1 and 2: Toys; how to play with city / The city Inside out 
(weeks 1 to 4) 
 
Why our city has no children playing in its public space, nor old people hanging out? 
We would like to assume that there are some hidden spaces and networks that still exist for 
the small and old. We will search how children and the elderly inhabit central London 
today. 
 
The objective of the initial phase is to search our site for its hidden places and informal 
networks and interpret them as fields for playing. We will make toys that will help us put 
together pieces of the unseen city. Our sampling should explore the familiar by seeing it 
inside-out, adopting the perceptions borrowed from the small and the old, with a spirit of 
Alice Through the Looking Glass. 
 
Urban Sampling 3: making a map of unplanned future gaps 
(weeks 5 and 6) 
 
Our urban field analysis will also look critically at how the existing master plans will affect 
the areas around them; (Center Point redevelopment plan, Crossrail completion in 
Tottenham Court Road, Candy brothers Middlesex Hospital development site, Camden 
Council’s action plans on the adjacent area of Fitzrovia and the High Speed Rail Plans on 
Euston -that the unit began to look at last year).  
 
We use composite scale sampling methods and time base analysis in order to identify the 
complexity and the importance of informal events and service networks that facilitate the 
current conditions of our site in Central London yet been left out from the master plans.  
 
Our intention is to read the city from both its interior and its exterior view points and this 
will continue to shape individual questions on design methods throughout the year. 



The sampling works will have dual outcomes: an individual research argument on the 
context and also the collective form of work that document our city today. The unit will 
continue to bind together all the sampling works as a city, as a catalogue of resources that 
we can all share as information.  
 
Prototype proposal by planting furniture  
(weeks 7 to 10) 
 
What if the city is a big room and buildings are seen as objects within it? Perhaps its 
architecture can be much more playful, flexible and closer to our body. 
 
Concluding the set of sampling studies above combined with a series of precedent studies, 
we will end the first term by making and testing urban prototypes furniture in full scale, its 
proposed super imposition in scale 1:5 within its urban strategic field represented in a scale 
no larger than 1:500.  
 
End of term jury (week 12). 
 
 
 Friday Seminars 
 
We will have unit seminars on every Friday. 
Dividing ourselves into three study groups, each group will organize and present one of the 
following 3 themes plus we will have invited guests to give us two seminars. This will be the 
unit platform to think of ways to reconfigure the city by using educational spaces and 
facilities. 
 
Week 2 & 5; Study team 1: Colin Ward and the notion of Non-Plan. 
Week 3 & 6; Study team 2: Cedric’s Potteries Thinkbelt and Walter Gropius Impington 
College, Village College. 
Week 4 & 7; Study team 3: Aldo Van Eyck and Independent Group, Nigel Henderson. 
Week 9: London topology; Tottenham Ct Road and Fitzrovia by Hugo Hinsley. 
Week 10: From Collage City to Shrinking City by Prof. Grahame Shane. 
 
Material Workshops 
 
Workshop 1. (week 1) How to create toys by hacking found objects, mismatching and 
confusing them with a spirit of Transformers. 
 
Workshop 2. Drawing and collage workshop on composite details and configurations, time 
sequences and patterns: architectural scale, (week 3). 
 
Workshop 3. Urban Resources Taxonomy (week 5): Euston Resource Catalogue with 
sampling details in three different criterions built forms, social networks and service 
infrastructures.  
 
Workshop 4. Furniture prototype making workshop in Hooke Park (weeks 7-8). 
 
 



 
Unit Field Trip (date will be informed). 
Urban Sampling Workshops in the central Tokyo or Medellin, Colombia (to be 
confirmed). 
 
 
Term 2 
 
Design Thesis and Technical Study session (week 1-2) 
By extending the creative argument from the urban furniture proposition from term 1, 
each student will be expected to develop an individual design thesis at the beginning of the 
2nd term. Technical study thesis will be directly related to the individual architectural 
proposals starting from a single section through the chosen site in scale 1:20.  
 
Material Experiments (week 3-4) 
Hooke Park was originally designed to be a furniture school, it is the ideal facility for our 
intention to combine architectural construction language and furniture details. 
We will explore scales between 1:5 and 1:20. 
We will use sections as an anatomical representation of the city and furniture as an exterior 
armature that represents the human body. By combing the furniture scale sensitivities we 
will explore various architectonics derived from cutting, slicing, inserting spatial 
interventions against the grain of the existing and replacing existing hard landscape. 
 
Open Jury, week 5 
 
The first half of the term 2 will conclude with further articulations of design research by 
making, including material experiments carried on at Hooke Park and the AA workshop. 
The project at this stage requires individual agenda for conducting research and analysis, 
experiments working with chosen materials and fabrication principles informed by the model 
proposals for detail components.  
 
Re-contextualization of the design thesis (weeks 5 to 7) 
The project should propose to modulate operational and spatial variations; analysis and 
experiments will require documentation not only of fabrication procedures but also of 
wider technical contexts in response to the reality of the urban dynamics and the wider 
notion of sustainability as a means to maintain cultural tolerance. 
Students are encouraged to return to the context and be fully engaged with not only spaces 
and physicality but also existing organizations such as Camden Council, All Saul’s School, 
Candy and Candy Brothers, Cross Rail Tottenham court road, Center Point, etc. to 
contextualize and urbanize their individual thesis. 
 
Hooke Park/AA Workshop Model Building Session 2 (week 8 -9) 
This Hooke Park session will be to conclude the experiments on forms of construction and 
details by making composite models tailored for the individual design proposals in their 
chosen urban context. 
 
Week 10: 4th year preview. 
Week 11: 5th year preview. 
 



 
Seminars 
 
Friday seminars continue in the 1st half of the 2nd term with 3 themes on building/un-
building techniques. 
 
1. Design by removal: cutting, incision and insertion. 
2. Architecture on wheels and other forms of temporality. 
3. Non plan, self built and collective forms of incremental construction. 
 
Friday seminars on weeks 6, 7, 8 will be allocated for having guests from the site (such as 
Council, schools, developers or unique or ordinary individuals) to the unit space for chat 
and drinks. Each session should be proposed and hosted by the study teams. 
 
 
Term 3 
 
The whole of term 3 should be dedicated to the completion of individual design research 
and proposals. 
What kind of educational spaces and opportunities the city can potentially offer? 
How children and elderly people could inhabit the city as a vital part of urban scenery? 
How can we interrupt the pattern of urban gentrification that seems to be having great effects on 
marginalization of facilities and places for the small and the old? 
 
  
A list of books 
 
Aldo Van Eyck:  
Writings (Writings: vol. 1 : The Child, the City and the Artist, Vol. 2 Collected Articles and 
Other Writings 1947-1998). 
Works, 1944-99 by Aldo Van Eyck (1 Dec 1999). 
Aldo Van Eyck: The Shape of Relativity by Francis Strauven and Victor Joseph (Jul 1998). 
AD Classics: Amsterdam Orphanage / Aldo van Eyck. 
Design for children, playgrounds by Aldo van Eyck, furniture and toys. 
Aldo van Eyck: Hubertushuis, Herman Hertzberger, Addie van Roijen-Wortmann, Francis 
Strauven. 
  
Colin Ward; 
The Child In The City (1978) 
Cotters and Squatters: The Hidden History of Housing (2004) 
Talking Anarchy (with David Goodway <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Goodway> 
) (2003)  
Reflected in Water: a Crisis of Social Responsibility  (1997) 
Talking Houses: 10 Lectures (1990)  
Welcome, Thinner City: Urban Survival in the 1990s (1989) 
The Allotment: Its Landscape and Culture (with David Crouch) (1988) 
A Decade of Anarchy (1961-1970) (1987)  
When We Build Again: Let's Have Housing that Works! (1985) 
Arcadia for All: The Legacy of a Makeshift Landscape (with Dennis Hardy) (1984) 



Housing: An Anarchist Approach (1976) 
British School Buildings: Designs and Appraisals 1964-74 (1976) 
Tenants Take Over (1974) 
Utopia (1974) 
Vandalism (ed.) (1974) 
Anarchy in Action (1973) 
Streetwork: The Exploding School (with Anthony Fyson) (1973) 
The worldwide one-night house (http://opendemocracy.net/ecology-
urbanisation/article_729.jsp) 
'Anarchy and Architecture: A Personal Record', in Non-plan: Essays on Freedom, 
Participation and Change in Modern Architecture, ed. by Jonathan Hughes and Simon 
Sadler (Lonndon: Architectural Press, 2000). 
  
Walter Segal:  
Community Architect', Walter Segal Self Build Trust,  
  
Cedric Price; 
Non Plan. Cedric Price. 
Cedric Price: Potteries Thinkbelt (SuperCrit), Routledge, London 2007. Samantha 
Hardingham and Kester Rattenbury, eds. 
  
Colin Stansfield Smith,  
Hampshire Architecture. John Wiley and Sons, 1988 
Caring Tradition (Pidgeon Audio Visual Library) by Colin Stansfield-Smith (Dec 1992) 
Template Schools by Eric R. Kuhne, Sue Dunn, Colin Stansfield-Smith and Trevor Horne 
(1 Mar 2005) 
 
Richard Sennett. 
Family Against the City. 
 
Erik Eliksson 
Toys and Reasons. 
 
As Found. ed by Claude Lichtenstein and Thomas Schregenberger. 
 
- objects of studies; 
 
Buildings by Aldo Van Eyck. 
Housing for the Elderly, Amsterdam, 1951–1952 
Amsterdam Orphanage, Amsterdam, 1955–1960  
Primary Schools, Nagele, Noordoostpolder, 1954-1956 
Hubertus House, Amsterdam, 1973–1978  
 
Impington Collage by Walter Gropius and other collage village across England. 
 
Potteries Think Belt by Cedric Price. 
 
Works of Panamarenko. 
 



Garden/playground by Isamu Noguchi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


