Politics of Fabrication 11l (PF Ill) continues expl oring the changing political implications of

new trajectories between digital fabrication and lo w-tech construction, and new ways of
redistributing the role of architects and users in contemporary cities. The unit is interested

in the social and cultural dimensions of design and how alternative forms of making, closely
related to everyday life activities, can define the political agency of the individuals who
inhabit the city. Intrigued by the potential of the se practices, PF Il reflects on new
relationships between ethno-digital constructions a nd contemporary city dwellers in the public
urban realm.

This year the unit will be working in the Plaza de las Tres Culturas , in Mexico City, the
largest and probably most conflicting metropolis in the world. Las Tres Culturas square is well
known not only for the mixed presence of Aztec, Spa nish Colonial and Modernist constructions,
but also for its political active life including th e infamous 1968 massacre. The events that
marked this space took place 10 days before Mexico6 8 Olympics, when students claimed more
freedom to democratically express themselves while chanting“  No queremos olimpiadas, queremos
revolucion  !" (We don't want the Olympics, we want revolution! ). The Mexican Army attacked the
50.000 students in the square causing a tremendous disaster with more than 30 killed, hundreds
wounded and thousands arrested. Subsequent politica | events have taken place in this plaza,

which along with El Zocalo is one of the centres of political expression in M exico City.
During this academic year, PF Ill students will dep loy an array of designs specifically related

to this socio-cultural context, including food cult ure, dance and music, memory, wheeling and
dealing, illegal activities or transcultural relati ons, generating different understandings
about how to define a contemporary public space in Mexico City. The urgency of these
explorations relay on the need of framing the exist ing conflicts in the city as a way of
demonstrating pluralistic expressions in public rat her than defining solutions to problems to

be implemented.

Students’ work will be divided into three phases. T he first is to define a pertinent issue
relevant to the inhabitants of Mexico City based on their everyday life. The second is to
propose a spatial configuration in which the specif ic issue can be framed and manifested. The
third is how this issue can be physically expressed by people living in Mexico City and their
relation to different construction processes. Follo wing Hannah Arendt thought on politics,
these construction processes manifested in public a nd constructed as very physical registers
will acquire a political value as both public act a nd preservation of multiple forms of life

through confrontation and agonism.

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/

PLAZA DE LAS TRES CULTURAS, TLATELOLCO
HOUSING COMPLEX BY MARIO PANI
MEXICO CITY

DEMOSTRATION OF STUDENTS IN
PLAZA DE LAS TRES CULTURAS, 1968.
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The work in the unit will be phased according to a
acquire a complex understanding of the mediation be
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INTRODUCTION AND INTERVIEWS WITH STUDENTS

Based on student’s
everyday life in
London a small
workshop will
reassess the relation
between the
individual and the
collective in the

city. The aim of this
exercise will be to
dismantle previous
assumptions in order
to reconsider the
relation between
architecture and
politics in everyday.
(2 weeks — Conceptual
Level)

IMMEDIATE GOVERNANCE: WINDOWS, DOORS, AND TRANSITS

This workshop questions the role of Morwell Street
Architectural Association. Along the development of
gathers together not only students and staff from t
different individuals from the city, including drug
tourists, etc. Even though Morwell street location
between the architectural environment of the school
configuration has not been reconsidered since the A
banal situation. This first workshop proposes to re
pavement and the public space of the street itself
between AA students and the different individuals w
place.
Seminar “Reassessing the immediate: Doors & Windows” by Fra
Suggested Readings

Robin Evans, “Figures, Doors and Passages” in

other essays , London: AA Publications, 1997, pp. 55-91.
Bruno Reichlin, “The Pros and Cons of the Horizonta
Controversy”, in Daidalos 13, 1984, pp. 65-78.

Translations from drawings to building and

in your everyday life at the

the academic year, this street

he AA, but also a wide range of
dealers, junkies, office workers,

is strategic in the relationship

and the London context, its spatial
A expansion, normally assumed as a
consider doors, walls, windows,

in order to articulate the relations

ho inhabit this particular in-between

ncisco Gonzalez de Canales.

A NEW ENTRY DOOR FOR THE AA.
VIDHYA PUSHPANATHANAND LARA YEGENOGLOU
(2 "°YEARS)

| Window: The Perret-Le Corbusier

These four weeks
engage students in
reconsidering
architectural means
of representation in
relation to politics.
They will serve as to
construct the first
schematic designs in
Mexico DF. (8 Weeks-
Analysis & Research)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/

ISSUE: FINDING OUT ABOUT URBAN CULTURES: WAYS OF LI
In this initial approach to our site, students will

urban culture. This first research will be divided

investigation about the different cultural customs

they take place. Second, a reflection on how citize

politics in this multicultural city.

Seminar “Public Space and Politics” by Nuria Alvare

Suggested Readings

Bruno Latour, Reassembling the social, An Introduct
Oxford University Press, 2005.

Hannah Arendt, “The Public and the Private Realm”,
Chicago University Press, 1998, pp.22-78

Hannah Arendt, “Introduction into politics”, in The
New York 2005, pp. 93-200.
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and the spatial characteristics where
ns’ everyday life activities construct

z Lombardero
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COFFEE CULTURE
YIMING HUANG (3RD YEAR)
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OPEN
WEEK
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EXPLORING THE SITE

The week will start with collecting and visualizing
Plaza de las Tres Culturas
these materials to be critical about the role of th
space in relation to the city of Mexico. The experi
on Morwell Street should be useful to construct new
spaces.

Seminar On site: Mexico DF by Adam Kaasa tbc

Suggested Readings

Craig Calhoun, Habermas and the public sphere, Camb
Michael De Certeau: The practice of Everyday Life,
Berkeley, California, 1984.

Henri Lefebvre: Critique of Everyday Life, London:

During the unit trip diverse activities will be pla
documentation of it. This involves presentations, j
Suggested Movies

Amores Perros by Alejandro Gonzalez Ifiarritu (2000)
Y tu Mamé también by Alfonso Cuarén (2001); Frida b
The exterminating Angel by Luis Bufiuel (1962); Los

Suggested Readings

Ricky Burdett, Deyan Sudjic: The Endless City: The

of Economics and Deutsche Bank's Alfred Herrhausen
Burian, Edward R.: Modernity and the architecture o
Texas Press, 1997

Miquel Adria: Mario Pani: La construccion de la mod
2005.

Clive Bamford Smith: “Mario Pani” in Builders in th
Architectural Book Publishing, 1967

FRAME: SPATIAL-ARCHITECTONIC SYSTEMS

A non contextual second stage will investigate diff
neighbourhood integration to metropolitan cities, ¢
community and association in relation to the constr
Afterwards these examples will be analyzed in terms
and Mobility.

Suggested Readings
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Rem Koolhaas, S, M, L, XL, New York: Monacelli Pres
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Society, Phaidon press, 2010.
f Mexico, Austin, Texas: University of

ernidad, Barcelona: Gustavo Gili,

e sun: five Mexican architects,

erent examples at various scales of
arefully differentiating terms such as
uction of contemporary politics.

of Privacy/publicity, Permeability

demy Editions, 1994.
s, 1995
York, 2007

nts will use

CARNIVAL IN CALLE OCHO
ELISKA PILNA (2ND YEAR)

AMERICAN MYSTERIES BY DILLER &
SCOFIDIO
YIMING HUANG (3RD YEAR)



ACTION: MATERIAL ORGANIZATIONS

This third stage will provide an initial level of k nowledge about material organizations
and their activation. This will help to build the d ifferent political arguments towards

the end of the term. Third year students will start their TS proposals related to their
projects that will be presented to TS tutors on the week 10. Intermediate Unit 8 suggests
Kinetic, Light and Demountable Structures as possib le subjects to be researched.

Please check TS Brief for references and Bibliograp hy.

WEEK 9 3RD YEARS MEET TS TUTORS.

STUDIES ON KINETIC STRUCTURES
ELISKA PILNA (3 R°YEAR)

After intensively
working throughout
the term on
understanding the
relationship between
politics of space as
defined by
architecture students
will be asked to
define their own
design proposals.
They should combine
previous socio-
cultural, spatial and
material
investigations and
analysis. (2 weeks —
Schematic Proposals)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/

SOCIO-SPATIAL CONSTRUCTION OF POLITICAL SPACE.

After questioning the role of the Plaza de las Tres Culturas , schematic proposals and
urban strategies should be prepared on the site. Th ese projects should be based on
previous analysis of socio-cultural, spatial and ma terial investigations. Plans,

Sections, Elevations and sketch models are expected for the END OF THE TERM

After the end of the term Jury there would be an as sessment of the work done. Parts of
the design not developed during the Term should be completed in the Christmas break.

Suggested Readings
Edward Soja: Thirdspace, Oxford: Blackwell, 1989.

Henri Lefebvre: The Production of Space, Oxford Eng land and Cambridge Mass.: Basil NOMADIC URBAN AGRICULTURE
Blackwell, 1991. YONATAN BUCHHANDLER (2ND YEAR)
Magda Anglés (ed.): Ten Years of European Prize for Urban Public Space, Actar, 2007

Paolo Virno, A Grammar of the Multitude: For an Ana lysis of Contemporary Forms of Life,

Nueva York: Semiotext[e], 2005 s J& ¥

WEEK 11 HAND IN WEEK

WEEK 12 END OF THE TERM JURY (dates tbc)

(1] s

CARNIVALESQUE IN CALLE OCHO
ELISKA PILNA (3RD YEAR)



Fol
After their initial
proposal students
will initiate a
systematic
questioning of their
designs. The work
developed will be
part of their final
portfolios.(6 weeks -
Architectural
Definition)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/

REVISION OF ARGUMENTS AND PORTFOLIOS
During the first week, initial arguments and work ¢

BEGINNING OF THE TERM JURY (thc)

SCALES OF ASSOCIATION

The associative dynamics created by first term sche
actual everyday life activities at the Cuauhtémoc D
proposed will play an important role in these explo
results.

matic designs will be tested in the
istrict and Mexico City scales.
rations as well as the graphic

Suggested Readings
Margaret Crawford, John Chase and John Kaliski:

Michigan, Taubman College of Architecture and Urban
Dolores Hayden: The Power of Place: urban landscape
MIT Press, 1995.
Richard Sennett,

Everyday Urbanism
Planning, 2005.
s as public history, Cambridge Mass:

, University of

Fall of the Public Man , London: Faber, 1986.

PROGRAMME

Frames proposed in the first term will be interrogated in
capability of programmatic anchors to activate publ
deeply explored. The results will be expressed by s
portfolio.

terms of program. The
ic space will be put in question and
pecific drawings for the final

Suggested Readings

Bernard Tschumi, “Program”, in
Press, 1994. pp. 99-168

Kim Dovey and Scott Dickson, “Architecture and Free
Innovation in the Work of Koolhaas/OMA”,

(2000), pp. 5-13.

Architecture and Disjunction , Cambridge, MA: MIT

dom? Programmatic

Journal of Architectural Education , ACSA

DEPLOYABLE, MOBILE, TRANSFORMABLE
Parts of the schematic proposal in the first term r
developed in this week. The transformation will be
and animations. Please check TS Brief.

elated with action  will be further
expressed in drawings, sketch models

References
Hoberman’s office (
Perez Pifiero

Tim Petrince http://www.timprentice.com/
George Rickey  http://georgerickeyworks.com/

http://www.hoberman.com/home.html )

ompleted during the first term will be revised by t

utors.

Issues
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RELATION BETWEEN DIFFERENT COMMUNITY
USERS IN MIAMI
LARA YEGENOGLOU (2RD YEAR)
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ARRANGEMENT OF PROGRAMS
VIDHYA PUSHPANATHAN (2ND YEAR)
(AA TAVEL STUDENSHIP AWARD 2011)
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DEPLOYABLE TEMPO‘RARY STRUCTURE FOR
CARNIVAL
ELISKA PILNA (3RD YEAR)



INTERACTION

The ability of designs to work as interfaces that ¢ an draw upon individual participation
is a recurrent interest in contemporary society. St udents will explore this dimension in
their designs through performative diagrams.
OPEN Tutorials/Workshop of software to represent dynamics through animatio ns will take place

WEEK during the Open Week.
WEEK 5 TS3 MID TERM JURY

Suggested Readings

Lucy Bullivant(ed.), 4dsocial: Interactive Design E nvironments, AD Magazine, Academy

Press, 2007.

Rudolf Frieling, Art of participation: 1950 to now , London, Thames and Hudson, 2008 STILLS OF ACTION ANIMATION
VIDHYA PUSHPANATHAN (2ND YEAR)

References

Rafael Lozano, Body Movies, Rotterdam, 2001.
Ecosistema Urbano, Boulevard de Vallecas,2006

FABRICATION I
# Previous proposals to channel actions of different individuals should be fully detailed
in technical drawings that express materials, sizes , mounting indications, etc. Students
The second half of should construct a 1/50 detailed model of their des igns accompanied with drawings at the
the term will explore same scale.
specific material
dimension. This Suggested Readings & Reference
material exploration Voluntary Architects Network Making Architecture, N urturing People: From Rwanda to
will rely largely Haiti, Shigeru Nan & Keio University SFC Ban Labora tory, INAX Publishing, 2010.
upon physical models,
although 2D and 3D STREET VENDOR DEVICE DRAWINGS
construction drawings LARA YEGENOGLOU (2RD YEAR)
will also be required
and completed during ASSOCIATIVE PROCESSES OF CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPME
the next term. (5 Students should define the construction system, mat eriality, agents involved in the
weeks) construction of their frames. A dealing scheme betw een the different parts involved will

be part of the work developed this week.

Suggested Readings & References

Branko Koralevic & Kevin Klinger, Manufacturing Mat erial Effects: Rethinking Design and
Making in Architecture, Routelidge, 2008.

Peter Blundell Jones Architecture and participation . London: Routledge, 2005

Markus Miessen and Shumon Basar (eds), Did Someone Say Participate? An Atlas of Spatial

Practice, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

i e
DEALING STRATEGY IN NOMADIC
URBAN AGRICULTURE
YONATAN BUCHHANDLER (2ND YEAR)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/ 7




FABRICATION lI

A Final 1/1 model should be built by digital driven machinery (CNC and Laser Cut). In
the first week is planned a visit to Hooke Park whe re these models can be constructed. A
final documentation of the results in this workshop should be drawn for the END OF THE

TERM JURY (tbc)

After the end of the term Jury there would be a rea ssessment of the work done and end of
the term revision of portfolios.

Suggested Readings& References

Fabio Gramazio, Matthias Kohler, Digital Materialit y in Architecture, Lars Muller
Publishers, 2008

WEEK 9 TS3 INTERIM JURY OPTION 2

WEEK 10 HAND IN WEEK

19- 20TH OF MARCFH INTERMEDIATE PREVIEWS/PART 1 — 3rd years

WEEK 11 END OF THE TERM JURY (tbc)

STREET VENDOR DEVICE
MONDAY 28" MARCH BEFORE 1PM HAND IN DAY FOR 3 RPYEARS LARA YEGENOGLOU (2RD YEAR)

REVISION OF ARGUMENTS AND PORTFOLIOS
During the first week, initial arguments and work c ompleted during the second term will be revised by tutors.

WEEK 1 TS3 FINAL SUBMISSION OPTION 2

CHANGE AND GROWTH

The degree of flexibility of the schematic proposal to change over time and its
capacity of growth or decrease through different sc ales will be explored.

Different site plans in relation to the Mexico DF ¢ ontext will be drawn to express
those possibilities through time. Some proposals mi ght need a networking scheme

over the city.

AGRICULTURAL PATTERNS OF EXPANSION AND
REDISTRIBUTION. MAX HACKE (3RD YEAR)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/ 8
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Students will

finalize their
drawings and mock—
ups. Portfolios will
include the work
produced throughout
the entire year and
will be organized
according to the
conceptual arguments
discussed during the
course. (4weeks)

http://politicsfabrication3.blogspot.com/

SCENARIOS AND TESTING.

The different scenarios of the proposal should be e xpressed by different drawings,

such as perspectives, sections and rendering stills in the context of the Plaza de
las Tres Culturas . In these scenarios should be distinguished differ ent agents
involved and various possibilities through time. Th e design should be tested by
deploying collages, animations or other kind of spe cific drawings able to

demonstrate how it works within the site.

References
http://www.california-architects.com/estudio/
Suggested Readings

Markus Miessen and Shumon Basar (eds), Did Someone Say Participate? An Atlas of
Spatial Practice, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Blundell Jones, Peter, Architecture and participati on. London: Routledge, 2005

REVISION OF DESIGNS

POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR NOMADIC URBAN
AGRICULTURE
YONATAN BUCHHANDLER (2ND YEAR)

The INTERMEDIATE FINAL JURY (tbc) will be the last opportunity to present whole year work before the t ables.
Layout for the Portfolio should be defined with a p rinted test and models finished for Final Jury.
Those documents missing in the portfolios should be produced for the End of the Year reviews.

WEDNESDAY 6TH JUNE - 2ND YEAR END OF THE TERM REVIE WS

MONDAY 11TH AND TUESDAY 12TH JUNE - INTERMEDIATE PA RT 1 FINAL CHECK

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE - AA INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION RIB A PART 1

FRIDAY 22ND JUNE - OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION



Inter Unit 8 understands the political as

models of the interaction between the individual an
public arena. Responding to this fundamental aspect
during the last two years we have witnessed how stu
a strong interest in structures which could be able
action in public. Hence, mobile, transformable, res
foldable or expansive structures have become a majo

naturally defining the scope of students’ technical

The TS brief for this year continues and deepens in
proposing the research on kinetic, temporary demoun
structures as a basis for the design development. S
to define new ways in which architecture can be act
manipulated, interrogating their design through its
Although second year students are not required to s
studies, it is strongly recommended for them to als

requirements for the strengthening of their designs

action in public redefining new

d the collective in the

of the unit approach,

dents have demonstrated

to articulate this
ponsive, adaptable,
r subject of study,

studies.

this interest,

table and light
tudents are encouraged
ivated and socially
technical performance.
ubmit a technical

o consider technical

ELISKA PILNA UNFOLDING HIS CARNIVAL
STRUCTURE, PF2

POLITICS OF FABRICATION, TENSING THE
STRUCTURE, PFLAB AA VISITING SCHOOL 2011



Students’ work for TS has been structure in differe nt stages along the
three terms. These stages run parallel to the devel opment of the design.
Students will start defining their TS research topi cbythe9 ™ week of the
first term, when designs are developed enough and w hen “action” in design
is requested according to the unit brief. Once the topic has been proposed
and defined, most of the work for the TS will be de veloped along the LYZA RUDYK. LIGHT STRUCTURE FOR DANCING
second term. During this term students will analyze the fundamental PAVILIONS, PF1
aspects of their technical interest, select and ana lyzed relevant case .;:‘ﬁ\ SN 7
studies, apply their research to the design develop ment, experiment with \MLM/#
different possibilities working with models, mockup s or simulations. \_W
Students not only have to explore the performance o f these structures but e S
also their fabrication, transport, mounting of thei r components and their N !
entire construction process. m
GARY DUPONT, KINETIC STRUCTURE FOR BUS
STOPS, PF1
-0/
TS tutorials will take place on Thursdays. We stron gly recommend all
students to book in advance and use these tutorials intensively for the
development of their designs. One or two sessions w ith an expert from
outside the school will be appointed in the second term according to the

students’ needs.

POLITICS OF FABRICATION, TENSILE STRUCTURE,
PFLAB AA VISITING SCHOOL 2011



Definition . Coherent description of the TS theme according to the
development of the design and its particular way of articulating action.
W9 Meeting TS tutors

Comprehension : Analysis of the fundamental aspects implied. Rese arch,

selection and analysis of relevant case studies.

Experimentation: Experimentation with different possibilities and
hypothesis as part of the design exploration in its technical aspects.
Application: Translation of the acquired knowledge to the reinf orcement and CHUCK HOBERMAN, RADIAL EXPANSION

] ] TRUSS, 1991
development of the unit design.

TS Interim Jury

Conclusions: Gathering of information and clear presentation of the results

TS Final Submission

. _ CONRAD ROLAND, TENSILE PLAYGROUND
High Pass panel and exhibition IN MANHEIM, 1975
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