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Architecture Words 10
Utopia
Anthony Vidler
c 200 pp, 180 x 110 mm, paperback 
September 2013
978-1-907896-16-3
£15

This instalment of the Architecture Words  
series is based on five MA presentations  
at the AA School all on the subject of utopia  
by Anthony Vidler, professor at the School  
of Architecture at The Cooper Union,  
New York City. 
 In these five resulting essays, Vidler  
presents not a descriptive history of utopias,  
but a series of questions and problematics  
that have emerged throughout history when 
utopian thought, as derived from literary and 
philosophical genres, has been spatialised by 
architects and urbanists. 

AA Publications

The Architectural Association publishes titles 
that explore developments in architecture, 
engineering, landscape and urbanism as well  
as the fields that touch on them – philosophy, 
history, art and photography. 
 The AA is an independent school of 
architecture. Courses are divided into two 
main areas – the undergraduate programmes, 
leading to the highly regarded AA Diploma and 
to RIBA/ARB Parts I and II; and the MA, MSc, 
MArch, MPhil, PhD and AA Graduate Design 
programmes, which include specialised 
courses in housing and urbanism, sustainable 
environmental design, history and critical 
thinking, landscape urbanism, emergent 
technologies and design, as well as a short 
course in  building conservation. 



Architecture Words 11
The House of Light and Entropy
Alessandra Ponte
c 200 pp, 180 x 110 mm, paperback 
June 2013
978-1-907896-17-0
£15

Formerly announced as Maps and Territories,  
this collection of essays written by landscape 
historian Alessandra Ponte, begins with an 
investigation of the American obsession with 
lawns and then continues to collectively map 
the aesthetic, scientific and technological 
production of past and present North  
American landscapes. 
 These include the American desert as a 
privileged site of scientific and artistic testing;  
the faraway projects of electrification of the 
Canadian North; the transformation of the 
notion and perception of waste and wasteland 
during the twentieth century; the photographic 
medium and its encounters with Native 
Americans; as well as an introductory essay, 
'The Map and the Territory', written specifically 
for this volume. 

Architecture Words 12
Stones Against Diamonds
Lina Bo Bardi
With an introduction by Silvana Rubino 
132 pp, 180 x 110 mm, paperback 
January 2013
978-1-907896-20-0
£15

Lina Bo Bardi (1914–1992) was a prolific 
architect, designer and thinker, whose work, 
absorbing her native Italy and then after 1946 
her adopted homeland, Brazil, spans across 
architecture, furniture, stage and costume 
design, urban planning, curatorial work, 
teaching and writing. 
 This collection of essays is the first-ever 
English anthology of her of writings. It includes 
texts written when she was still living in Italy  
as well as later contributions to a number of 
Brazilian newspapers, journals and maga-
zines. An acute critic and a creative thinker,  
Bo Bardi proposes a series of new parameters 
for design thinking and practice. Presented 
collectively, her texts present a wealth of 
inspirational thoughts articulated in a refresh-
ingly simple, straightforward fashion.



Architecture Words 13
Flash in the Pan
Sylvia Lavin
c 160 pp, 180 x 110 mm, paperback
October 2013
978-1-907896-32-3
£15

In this collection of fleeting meditations on 
what Baudelaire championed (and Michael 
Fried chastised) as presentness, Lavin 
investigates the convergence of notions such 
as liveness, the provisional and the obsolete in 
revealing qualities of the contemporary. Three 
sets of essays, some published here for the 
first time, explore different forms of architec-
tural time particularly as they shape the 
differences between history, theory and 
criticism as genres of writing. The first part 
focuses on ephemeral architectures in the 
1960s, from discos to dioramas. The second 
takes a more distant view of the field in order  
to theorise on the central importance of 
apparently minor practices and ideas – such  
as curation and colour – to the longstanding 
structure of the discipline. The third part 
features essays instigated by current architec-
tural events and developments with an eye 
towards understanding how they actively 
participate in the construction of the present.

AA Agendas 12
Drawings that Count
Edited by Francesca Hughes 
With an interview with Mary Beard  
and essays by Noam Andrews and  
David Edgerton
176 pp, 220 x 220 mm, paperback 
April 2013
978-1-907896-26-2
£20

No architectural category is more fickle or 
more artificial than ‘context’. This collection of 
60 large drawings produced over five years by  
AA Diploma 15 addresses the construction of 
context by architecture for its own very 
particular purposes. A self-declared ‘render-
free zone’, the unit’s interrogations of 
architecture’s seminal sites (antiquity, 
technology, the future and its proxies) examine 
the role of figuration and the exclusion of 
indeterminacy in the always already mediated 
question of context. Through the quiet 
business of counting, these line drawings –
against the double ascendancy of parametric- 
isation and the glossy rendered perspective – 
question architecture’s ambivalent relations  
to the artifice it installs between itself and the 
outside world. 



Adaptive Ecologies: 
Correlated Systems of Living 
Edited by Theodore Spyropoulos
With essays by Patrik Schumacher,  
Mark Burry, Brett Steele and John Frazer
336 pp, extensive col. & b / w ills
240 x 184 mm, hardcover
May 2013
978-1-907896-13-2
£30

Recent architecture has found itself having to 
cope with new social and cultural complexities 
that demand networked systems that are 
time- based, reconfigurable and evolutionary, 
and a corresponding model of urbanism 
defined as an adaptive ecology. It is against 
this backdrop that the AA’s graduate Design 
Research Lab (DRL) has pursued its recent 
studio agenda through project-based research 
focusing on alternative models of housing. 
Integral to this research is a notion of architec-
ture that looks towards designing systems that 
seek higher ordered goals emerging through 
an intimate correlation of material and 
computational interaction. This book presents 
the results of this research and with it con-
structs a generative view of space and 
structure and the exploration of behaviour-
based models of living through patterns found  
in nature.

Dogma: 11 Projects
Pier Vittorio Aureli and Martino Tattara
With an introduction by Brett Steele  
and afterword by Gabriele Mastrigli
120 pp, 280 x 232 mm, paperback
March 2013
978-1-907896-30-9
£25

Over the past ten years the Brussels-based 
architectural studio Dogma, founded and led  
by Pier Vittorio Aureli and Martino Tattara,  
has focused almost exclusively on large-scale 
projects and citywide interventions. These 
projects venture beyond mere physical size to 
expand conceptual frameworks and radically 
rethink what it is to produce an architectural 
project, in the process challenging the very 
discipline itself. This book, and its accompany-
ing AA exhibition, explores 11 works 
developed since 2002 that collectively present 
the Dogma ethos: to see the urban project as a 
comprehensive domain in which architectural 
form, the political and the city are reclaimed as 
one ‘field’. Mobilising and reinvigorating both 
drawing and text – the quintessential tools of 
architecture – these 11 projects range from 
speculative and theoretical proposals to 
investigations that question today’s modes  
of housing.



Fact and Fiction
Edited by Rubens Azevedo  
and Julian Löffler
With an afterword by Pascal Schöning
80 pp, col. & b / w ills
180 x 180 mm, paperback 
November 2012
978-1-907896-27-9
£10

Fact and Fiction is the last volume of a trilogy  
of books seeking to document the work, events 
and spirit of AA Diploma Unit 3, run by Pascal 
Schöning from 1993 to 2008 and its experi-
mental project Cinematic Architecture.

Bricoleur Bricolage
Frank Barkow
June 2013
978-1-907896-29-3
£15

Prompted by the art historian Hal Foster’s 
recent description of Barkow Leibinger as 
‘bricoleurs as much as they are engineers’, 
Bricoleur Bricolage presents an overview  
of Barkow Leibinger’s recent work, largely 
through their recently completed Tour Total 
building in Berlin.



AA Book: Projects Review 2013
c 380 pp extensive col. & b / w ills
249 x 170 mm, paperback
June 2013
978-1-907896-31-6
c £25

AA Book: Projects Review will offer an 
overview of the AA’s 2012/13 academic year. 
Accompanying the school’s end-of-year  
show, the book features hundreds of drawings, 
models, installations, photographs and  
other materials documenting the world’s  
most international and experimental school 
of architecture. 

AA BOOK
PROJECTS 
REVIEW 2013

AA Files 66
c 140 pp, extensively illustrated in col.
297 x 245 mm 
May 2013
978-1-907896-25-5
£15

Features essays by the writer William  
Firebrace on the London Planetarium, the 
historians, Joshua Mardell on John Voelcker, 
Adrian Forty on Alberto Burri’s Gibellina, and 
Karin Jaschke on Herman Haan, the critic 
Irénée Scalbert on London’s urban ecology, 
and three conversations: the first, a republica-
tion of a 1959 AA evening with Ludwig Mies 
van der Rohe, the second, with architect 
Moshe Safdie, and the third, with photographer 
Hilla Becher.

By annual subscription: UK £32,  
overseas £33 inc. P&P

Back issues (nos. 1 to 60) – 
subject to availability – at £6 each.



Ahali: An Anthology for Setting a Setting
176 pp, extensive b / w ills
210 x 148 mm, paperback
May 2013
978-1-907414-26-8
£15

Ahali: An Anthology for Setting a Setting is  
a collection of selected articles from current 
and previous contributions to Ahali, a journal 
by artist Can Altay. ‘Ahali’ in Turkish refers to  
a community defined through contingency 
without a defined or expressed commonality 
other than being together. The contents of 
each issue of the journal are composed of 
invited contributions. Titles include: Support, 
Control and Letting Go; Modelmaking for  
the Socio-spatio-economico-political /  
On Propositions and Implementation;  
Co-habitation and Parasitical Practice; 
Locatedness (and Education?); Recycling  
and Reconfiguration / Sustainable Excess; 
Community and Contingency; Forecasting 
Broken Pasts; and Becoming Globe.  
Contributors include Binna Choi, Jason 
Coburn, Celine Condorelli, Claire Doherty, 
Chris Evans, Luca Frei, Nils Norman,  
Paul O’Neill, Mike Nelson and others.

Bedford Press

Bedford Press was initiated by the AA in 2008 
as a publishing imprint that seeks to develop 
contemporary models of publication practice, 
and build upon the AA’s renowned legacy of 
independent publishing.
 Bedford Press is a private press with the 
dual purpose of establishing an on-site facility 
for the production of printed matter for the  
AA School and to create a new typology of 
publications that extends beyond the Architec-
tural Association’s existing programme. 
 The press aims to establish a more 
responsive model of small-scale publishing, 
nimble enough to encompass the entire chain 
of production in a single fluid activity, from 
initial commission to the final printing.



Civic City Cahiers
e-book editions
Edited by Jesko Fezer & Matthias Görlich
£3 (TBC)

The Civic City Cahier series edited by Jesko 
Fezer & Matthias Görlich, and published since 
2010, provides material for a critical discussion 
about the role of design for a new social city.  
It publishes short monographic texts by 
authors who specialise in urban and design 
theory and practice, including Gui Bonsiepe, 
Neil Brenner, Tom Holert, Margit Mayer, Jamie 
Peck, Erik Swyngedouw and Nik Theodore.
 The series will be available for the first  
time in e-book format, beginning with the 
out-of-print editions 1 and 2. 
 The Civic City Cahier series is a project  
of the Civic City Institute for critical design 
research, run by Ruedi Baur, Vera Baur,  
Miguel Robles-Duran, Imke Plinta,  
Matthias Görlich, Jesko Fezer and others.

Contestations: Learning From  
Critical Experiments in Education
Edited by Tim Ivison & Tom Vandeputte
With contributions by Sean Dockray,  
Ultra-red, Nils Norman, Franco Berardi,  
Gregory Sholette, Jakob Jakobsen  
and Bernard Stiegler
190 x 115 mm, paperback 
March 2013 
978-1-907414-23-7
£ TBC

Contestations brings together a range of  
artists, theorists and other practitioners to 
consider the state of education and learning  
in light of political struggle, institutional crisis 
and new media platforms. Focusing on 
creative experiments in education,  
Contestations seeks to instigate a conversa-
tion about the future direction of education, 
challenging existing academic models while 
examining possibilities for strategic interven-
tion and self-organisation.
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For further information on the school  
or to make online purchases, visit  
www.aaschool.ac.uk or  
www.aaschool.ac.uk / publications

London Book Fair 2013

Visit AA Publications at the London  
Book Fair from 15 to 17 April, Earls Court 
Exhibition Centre, London – stand i850
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