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AA & Instituto Empresa Workshop is the latest 2008 
Visiting School course. AA Unit Masters Anne Save 
de Beaurecueil, Ricardo de Ostos (Intermediate Unit 
3), Peter Ferretto (Intermediate Unit 5) and Joao Bravo 
da Costa (Diploma Unit 3) led sections of a two-day 
design workshop for 400 international MBA students 
at the Instituto Empresa, one of the world’s leading 
business schools, in Madrid.  
	 The workshop, organised by David Bach, 
Associate Dean of MBA Programmes and Professor  
of Strategy and Economic Environment at Instituto 
Empresa and AA School Director Brett Steele, was 
created as the first of a planned multi-year partnership 
between two of the world’s leading independent 
schools of higher education. 
	 Entitled The Creative Workplace, the two-day 
workshop asked the students to organise themselves 
into design teams to address tutor briefs that provided 
different approaches to the problem of reinventing  
the collaborative office workplace, a topic allowing 
participants to relate personal and business experi-
ences to the working and learning approaches of 

designers and architects. A lecture by Brett Steele at 
the outset of the workshop provided a survey of the 
contemporary convergence of office design, 
management theory and collaborative working 
cultures, providing a backdrop to the individual design 
briefs and the projects that followed.  
	 The AA-IE Workshop is one of a dozen global 
programmes held during 2008 as part of the new  
AA Visiting School, launched last January. In short 
courses that have lasted from a few days to up to three 
weeks, these programmes have allowed AA tutors and 
recent graduates from across the school to teach 
alongside local and visiting architects, teachers, artists, 
writers and others, on a variety of design and research 
topics in courses attended by more than 350 students. 
2008 AA Visiting School courses have been held  
in Dubai, Istanbul, Turin, Singapore, London, Pagu 
Book City in Korea, and Shanghai. Courses are 
currently being planned for 2009 and 2010, and will 
take the Visiting School to new cities and locations 
worldwide.

AA Members’ Palladio Events
A private view of the Royal Academy’s Palladio 
exhibition on 8 April 2009 will be followed later 
in the spring by a tour of Chiswick House  
with Dr Roger White and a grand cycling tour 
of London’s Palladian architecture. 
	 Further details can be found online  
and in the public programme. To book places 
contact Luisa Miller 020 7887 4034 or  
luisa.miller@aaschool.ac.uk

From 31 January 2009 the Royal Academy of Arts will 
be presenting the first exhibition devoted to Andrea 
Palladio (1508–1580) to be held in London for over  
30 years. See our Spring 2009 programme of events 
for information on special AA events associated to this 
exhibition, or log into aaschool.ac.uk/members 
	 One of the AA Library’s most valuable books  
is an edition of the hugely influential I Quattro Libri 
Dell’Architettura Di Andrea Palladio that was published 
in 1581 and retains the same woodcuts and a virtually 
identical text to the first edition of 1570. 
	 What makes the AA Library copy of this early 
edition so significant is the book’s provenance.  
The title page bears the signature of Richard Boyle, 
3rd Earl of Burlington (1694–1753). Burlington’s trip 
to Italy of 1719 appears to have been the catalyst for 

his life-long study of the works of Palladio, and it was 
whilst on this tour that he purchased and annotated 
his first copy of I Quattro Libri (1601 edition). The 
most influential of Burlington’s buildings has proved 
to be his own suburban villa at Chiswick, begun in 
1726, the very year that the AA Library’s edition of 
the Four Books entered his collection. 
	 A factor that would almost certainly have 
attracted Lord Burlington to this copy would have 
been the seventeenth-century annotations included 
within. As yet unattributed, these annotations are 
intriguing to say the least. Presumably done by an 
architect, the notes are most prevalent in the first and 
third books and are of a technical nature, including 
measurements of the entablature of the different 
orders and translations of various architectural 
terms into Greek, Italian and French. In a section 
of notes dated 25 June 1643, the writer even makes 
comparisons with Sebastiano Serlio’s (1475–1554) 
five books of architecture. AA Members can view the 
book in the AA Library.
	 For more information on the Royal Academy 
exhibition and to book tickets call 0844 209 1919 or 
visit royalacademy.org.uk
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Peter Ferretto talking to students during his design workshop. 
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C17 annotations on a page from the AA Library’s 1581 edition 

of I Quattro Libri Dell’ Architettura Di Andrea Palladio.


