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AA Projects Review 2008, 7 July to 25 July 2008
 
The work of over 500 students studying at the Architectural Association will be shown in a combination of 
displays from small-scale models to 1:1 furniture, lighting and other installations, including two pavilions 
constructed in Bedford Square. This array of architectural media, imagery and models will reveal the incom-
parably wide spectrum of activities that form the basis for the AA’s renowned forms of teaching and learning 
through experimentation.
 
The 2007/08 AA Projects Review will start on the ground floor with its diploma units, whose topics this year 
have included mega-airports and the ‘new ornamental’ tendency. Moving upwards, visitors will be taken 
through a year’s worth of intensive speculations, visions and questioning. The collection of varied approach-
es iterates the AA’s belief in the constant scrutiny of contemporary architecture, and the role design might 
have in rethinking reality. Throughout the undergraduate and graduate schools, each unit and programme 
devises its own display setting, which is a mini-portrait of the year’s concern. 
 
Complementing the varied foci on London’s present and future condition are several units and programmes 
working worldwide. This globally active approach is an indication of the AA’s truly international demo-
graphic (over 60 different nationalities of students) which requires it to confront concerns such as globalisa-
tion, political transformations and expanding marketplaces. AA study trips to Khartoum, China, Bangladesh, 
Brazil, Thailand, Russia, Japan, Hong Kong, USA and many other destinations confirm the global reach 
and concern of the Architectural Association’s teaching and learning activities. A network of Visiting Pro-
grammes – in Shanghai, Dubai, Istanbul, Seoul and many other venues – sees the AA expand into new ter-
ritories and new pressing themes.  
 
For the duration of Projects Review Bedford Square will host two AA pavilions: [C]SPACE by Alan 
Dempsey and Alvin Huang marks the ten-year anniversary exhibition of the DRL (Design Research Labora-
tory) graduate design programme, whilst Intermediate 2 once again dazzles with a student-designed structure 
– the Swoosh pavilion – executed under the tutelage of Charles Walker and Martin Self.

Projects Review will also provide a slice through the cultural year at the AA. This aspect of the AA’s pro-
gramming is open to the public and constitutes a series of places where the school can act as a platform 
between different kinds of audiences, disciplines and generations. This year has seen even more guest lectur-
ers, conferences, acclaimed exhibitions, publications, workshops and special performance events. A quick 
browse through the list of names reveals a true breadth of backgrounds and personalities: Madelon Vriesen-
dorp, Greg Lynn, Claude Parent, David Greene, Bernard Tschumi, Nicolai Ouroussoff, Hal Foster, Hella 
Jongerius, Ross Lovegrove and Nicholas Bourriaud. 

The Projects Review ‘book of books’ acts as an almanac of the year past – showing the incredible output by 
students as well as life beyond, in its ‘Global’ section, and its summaries of the School’s public programme, 
including exhibitions on contemporary graphic design and ‘little magazines’ from the 1960s and 1970s. Proj-
ects Review is the life of a school spread across several floors and 450 richly illustrated pages. 

Private view Friday 4 July 6.30pm
Open to the public from Monday 7 July to Friday 25 July 2007
Opening times Monday to Friday 10.00am–7.00pm;
Saturday 10.00am–3.00pm
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