
AWARD-WINNING INNOVATION IN DIGITAL DESIGN AND FABRICATION 

SHOWCASED BY AA SCHOOL AS PART OF LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL 

- Shelter made from disused US political campaign boards and “Ceiling Cloud” among 

highlights of exhibition 

- Leading architects Shin Egashira and Greg Lynn among exhibitors 

 

10 September 2009: The Architectural Association School (www.aaschool.ac.uk) is 

showcasing the work of eight award-winning architectural projects which demonstrate the 

most innovative integration of design and fabrication processes through digitally driven 

design systems in a new exhibition Designing Fabrication at Village Underground Art 

Space from 21 – 26 September as part of London Design Festival.  A private view will be 

held on Monday 21 September from 18.30 - 21.00 (details below) and the show will be 

open daily from 12-8pm. A symposium exploring themes and issues raised by the awards 

and exhibition is taking place on Friday 25 September from 14.00 - 18.00hrs (details 

below).  

 

The Designing Fabrication Awards, organised by the AA|FAB Cluster (www.aa-fab.net) led 

by Alan Dempsey and Kristine Mun, considered projects in two categories, interior and 

exterior and sought to recognise the most pioneering use of  emerging digital technologies in 

the design and fabrication process. The eight projects are documented through drawings, 

images, models and full-scale prototypes, while a further 24 built projects from around the 

world and also included in the exhibition, place this work in the context of contemporary 

architectural production. 

 

The winners of the AA|FAB Awards 2009 were: 

Exterior Category 

• First Prize: Re-Purpose Ply by Jason Griffiths takes the form of an intriguing and 

useful shelter system made from re-used US political campaign boards and 

integrates digital manufacturing, environmental performance and material re-use. 

• Runner-Up: The Morning Line by Matthew Ritchie with Aranda/Lasch and Daniel 

Bosia explores the interplay between art, architecture, and music and is conceived 

as a drawing in space, where each line connects to every other line to construct a 

spatial picture. Within this picture, composers and musicians perform 

• Runner-Up: Muscular Synergy by Josiah Barnes and Pablo Rica became a proposal 

for a hamam/relaxation hub in Tunis. The material system allows for the fabrication of 

CNC sewn, laser cut "sacks" which can be flat packed and shipped to the site. On-

site, the sacks should be placed using a telescopic frame support as a guide and 

filled with sand from the desert, and solidifying bacteria is introduced to begin a two 



to three day hardening process. 

 

Interior Category: 

• First Prize Ceiling Cloud by Andrew Vrana, Joe Meppelink and Scott Marble, a 

complex installation that successfully integrates design aesthetics, lighting, 

environmental performance and fabrication.  

• Runner Up: Green Void by Chris Bosse, Tobias Wallisser, Alexander Rieck, LAV, a 

digital design, derived from nature, realized in lightweight fabric, using the latest 

digital fabrication and engineering techniques that achieves a strong spatial effect 

with minimal means 

• Runner Up: Allotropic System by Nicholas Bruscia, a rigorous investigation into a 

flexible mould system which demonstrates a high degree of formal control and 

understanding of material performance. 

  

Private View of Designing Fabrication 

• Monday 21 September 18.30 – 21.00  

• Village Underground Art Space, 54 Hollywell Lane, London, EC2A 2PQ  

• Please RSVP to Anna Cusden: 020 7221 7883/anna.cusden@kallaway.co.uk 

 

Symposium 

A symposium will take place during the London Design Festival to explore some of the 

issues raised by the exhibition. 

Friday 25 September, 14.00 – 18.00, AA Lecture Hall, Architectural Association, 36 Bedford 

Square, London, WC1B 3ES 

Speakers: Benjamin Aranda, Josiah Barnes, Chris Bosse, Nicholas Bruscia, Shin Egashira, 

Mehran Gharleghi, Jason Griffiths and Andrew Vrana. 

Moderated by Alan Dempsey, Kristine Mun and Brett Steele 

 

Press information 

• Press releases and high resolution images can be downloaded from 

http://www.kallaway.co.uk/architectural-association-school.htm  

• For further information please contact Anna Cusden: 020 7221 7883 / 

anna.cusden@kallaway.co.uk  

  

  

 

 

 



Notes to Editors: 

 ALSO SELECTED FOR EXHIBITION 

QUASI CABINET MINERAL FURNITURE Ben Aranda / Aranda Lasch 

TOY FURNITURE Greg Lynn FORM 

  

FLUX Andrew Kudless 

GENDESIGN Marcel Bilurbina Camps 

DIGITAL ORIGAMI Chris Bosse / LAVA 

ARRAYED WALL PSA 

PARAMETRIC WOOD Martin Tamke / CITA 

BLADE Price & Myers Geometrics 

RED+HOUSING OBRA Architects 

GINGER V.0.6SS Denis Vlieghe 

COMPLEX CORRUGATION Chad Carpenter 

GLASS FABRIC Front Inc. 

ALUMINUM PROJECT Atelier Tekuto 

FRAMELESS PAVILION Andrea Marini 

OPEN COLUMNS Omar Khan 

CALIFORNIA BAY HOUSE Kreysler & Associates 

AIRFRAME EXHIBITION STAND Price & Myers Geometrics 

CONTROL TOWER Jonathan D Solomon 

URBAN TOYS Shin Egashira & Rubens Azevado 

INFLATABLE PNEUS Mehran Garleghi & Amin segedi 

  

Judges 

The Jury panel was made up of the following members: 

• Alan Dempsey, AA|FAB Curator 

• Kris Mun, AA|FAB Curator  

• Anne Save de Beaurecueil AA Diploma Unit Master  

• Ed Clark, Director, Arup  

• Christian Tygoer, Adams Kara Taylor  

• Paul Welterveden, Director, Land Securities  

• Wolfgang Frese, AA Technical Studies  

• Mike Weinstock, AA Academic Head (observer)  

• Brett Steele, AA Director (observer) 



The AA|FAB Research Initiative 

The AA|FAB Research Initiative is a two year programme at the Architectural Association 

School in London. The programme supports novel design research projects and fosters 

interdisciplinary collaboration between members of the school community and outside 

participants who share a common interest in the emerging application of digital design and 

fabrication technologies. 

 

Sponsors 
The 2009 Awards and the FAB Research Progamme is generously supported by some of 

the UKʼs leading companies including Land Securities, Adams Kara Taylor, Arup,  

Established & Sons.. The exhibition is kindly supported by Rieder Concrete, Inflate, the 

London Design Festival and Village Underground.  

 

The AA School 

The Architectural Association School is the world's most renowned international and 

influential school of architecture. Since 1847 it has pioneered a belief in architecture as 

profession, culture and form of human enquiry and is credited with fostering the creation of 

worldwide leaders of architecture.  

 

AA School alumni include architectural leaders Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord Rogers, 

Will Alsop and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, 

direct intervention in cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, 

the school brings together disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights. The AA 

School is celebrated worldwide as an imaginative setting for architectural culture. 

 

AA|FAB Curators 

Alan Dempesy 

Alan is the founding curator of the AA|FAB research initiative and a former Unit Tutor at 

Intermediate Unit 8 at the AA. He is a registered architect in the UK and was educated at the 

AA Design Research Lab, the Dublin institute of Technology and Universidad de los Andes, 

Bogotá. Since graduating with a Thesis Distinction from the DRL, he has worked with Farjadi 

Architects, OCEAN and as a project director at Future Systems.  

Alan is the founding director of NEX, a multidisciplinary design office based in London with 

international projects that range in scale from architecture to infrastructure, and urban 

design. He has been an invited critic at universities in the UK and Europe, and his work has 

been widely published in the US, Europe and Asia, most recently being selected to represent 



the UK at the 2008 Beijing Architecture Biennale. In 2008, Alan was selected by the British 

Council as one of the six most significant Design Entrepreneurs in the UK.  

 

Kristine Mun 

Kris is a registered architect having received her Master at Cranbrook Academy of Art and is 

currently pursuing a doctorate at the AA, in addition to being a curator of the FAB cluster and 

a course tutor at the AADRL. She has previously worked at NOX with Lars Spuybroek and is 

a co-founder of ASPX, an experimental architecture studio in London and Italy.  

 

An Association of Architects 

The AA School sits within the wider context of the worldwide membership of the Architectural 

Association. Founded in 1847 by a 'group of troublesome students', its membership has 

since grown to over 3200 worldwide. The School is about to embark on a major capital 

project to expand its historic home on Bedford Square and create a single unified campus for 

the 21st Century where it can continue to lead architectural education and welcome 

international public visitors and audiences interested in shaping the future of architecture, 

cities and natural resources. 

 

The AA's research cluster initiative, launched by the AA Director in 2005 formalises the 

school's ongoing interest in contemporary collaboration, design and research interests. Over 

the past four years, research clusters have addressed a broad range of contemporary 

challenges, including new digital and fabrication techniques, cross- disciplinary ways of 

learning and emerging technologies in relation to the environment. This research has been 

opened up to an international audience through exhibitions, publications and symposia. 

 

The AA has a legacy of experimentation and collaboration that has allowed it to create 

ground-breaking forms of best-practice out of many landmark personalities and projects 

emerging from the School, its students and teachers. From Archigram in the 1960s to the 

Office of the Metropolitan Architecture (OMA) in the 1970s, the collaborative experimentation 

of NATO in the 1980s to the formation of team based learning and teaching of the AA's 

Research Lab founded at the school in the 1990s, the principle of shared enquiry and 

exploration spans across the entire spectrum of the AA School. 

 

END TO ALL 

  

 


