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All events take place in the Lecture Hall at 6pm unless otherwise stated

Monday 11 –  Saturday 16 January 2016

Wed 13  Book Launch: Patrick Lynch
 Mimesis: Lynch Architects
 AA Bookshop, 6.30pm

Thu 14 Evening Lecture: Alex Chinneck 
 Architectural Interventions

 Members’ Screening
 Christo’s Valley Curtain & Running Fence
 AA Cinema, 7pm

Fri 15 Exhibition Openings
 6.30pm
 Walter’s Way: The Self-Build Revolution
 AA Gallery
 Some Reasons for Travelling to Italy
 Front Members’ Room
 South Wharf Road East
 AA Bar

Sat 16 Gallery Talk:  Jon Broome – Walter’s Way 
 AA Gallery, 11am



Lectures & Events

Book Launch
Patrick Lynch
Mimesis: Lynch Architects
Wednesday 13 January, 6.30
AA Bookshop
Mimesis presents the creative processes  
of Lynch Architects, a small but 
diverse practice, with projects ranging 
from large urban buildings to product 
design and academic research. The 
book establishes the continuing rele-
vance of the classical concept of mi-
mesis in modern culture and reveals 
the communicative role that memory, 
history and typology play in the con-
temporary architectural imagination. 
Mimesis will be sold at a special launch 
price of £25 (RRP £35).

Evening Lecture
Alex Chinneck
Architectural Interventions
Thursday 14 January, 6.00
Lecture Hall
Uniting the disciplines of art, archi-
tecture, engineering, construction 
and place-making, the work of British 
artist Alex Chinneck is considera-
ble in ambition and often in scale, 
producing temporary interventions 
that compliment and elevate the place 
in which they stand. The artist will 
be discussing his approach to public 
sculpture, giving particular attention 
to his studio’s contextually responsive 
approach, the work’s relationship with 
the built environment and the impor-
tance of impermanence.
 Alex Chinneck is a graduate of 
Chelsea College of Art and a director of 
the Royal British Society of Sculptors.

Members’ Screening
Christo’s Valley Curtain & 
Running Fence
Thursday 14 January, 7.00
AA Cinema
Join AA Membership to watch two 
films by the Maysles brothers on the 
artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude. 
Christo’s Valley Curtain is the first 
collaboration between the directors 
and artists and celebrates the dramat-
ic hanging of a huge orange curtain 
between two Colorado mountains. 
Running Fence documents the artists’ 
efforts to build a 2.5-mile long fence 
of white fabric across the hills of 
northern California. The event is 
free and open to all AA members and 
students, with seats allocated on a 
first-come first-served basis. Compli-
mentary refreshments will be served. 

Membership Gallery Talk
Jon Broome
Walter’s Way: 
The Self-Build Revolution
Saturday 16 January, 11.00
AA Gallery
Architect Jon Broome, who worked 
with Walter Segal on the Lewisham 
self-build projects in the 1980s, will 
discuss the exhibition in the AA 
Gallery. Jon Broome Architects is an 
award winning practice specialising  
in sustainable environmental design. 
All welcome. Complimentary  
refreshments will be served.  
For more information please e-mail 
events@aaschool.ac.uk

Exhibitions

Private Views Friday 15 January, 6.30; 
exhibitions are then open from Sat-
urday 16 January to Saturday 13 Feb-
ruary, Monday to Friday 10.00–7.00, 
Saturday 10.00–5.00, unless otherwise 
noted.

Walter’s Way
The Self-Build Revolution
AA Gallery
Walter’s Way presents the work of the 
revolutionary architect Walter Segal 
(1907–1985), focusing on his pioneer-
ing projects with the Lewisham 
self-builders and the application of 
his methods today. Segal was born 
in Berlin and came to England in the 
1930s to study Egyptology and teach 
at the AA. In the 1960s he developed 
his iconic self-build method, which 
enabled ordinary people, young and 
old, to design and build their own 
homes using readily available materi-
als in standard sizes, thus eliminating 
the need for more expensive specialist 
wet-trades, such as bricklaying and 
plastering. In the late 1970s Lewisham 
Council adopted the ‘Segal method’ 
for an experimental self-build housing 
project across four sites. This 
exhibition concentrates on two of 
the resulting streets, Walter’s Way 
and Segal Close, both constructed 
under Segal’s guidance.
  A newly constructed section of 
a Segal house makes up part of the ex-
hibition, along with original drawings, 
documents and furniture designed 
by Segal, as well as archival films, 
photographs and a recent interpre-
tation of Segal’s technique by 2015 
Turner Prize winner Assemble.
  Thirty years later, Segal’s ideology 
continues to influence housing. Today 
there are about 200 Segal houses in 

the UK and a growing interest in 
self-building as a response to the 
affordable-housing shortage. Segal’s 
legacy can be found both in various 
low-cost, quick-build housing innova-
tions, such as WikiHouse, Y-Cube and 
IKEA flat pack houses, and contempo-
rary projects like RUSS, a community 
land trust developing a Segal-inspired 
housing project in Lewisham.
 Curated by Alice Grahame with 
AA Exhibitions. Thanks to Jon 
Broome and John Segal for their 
support, generosity and guidance and 
for the lending of archival material.

Peter Wilson
Some Reasons for Travelling to Italy
Front Members’ Room
Some Reasons for Travelling to Italy 
refers not only to the pilgrimages 
of architects from Inigo Jones to Le 
Corbusier, but also those of the grand 
tourists of the eighteenth century, 
romantics of the nineteenth century 
and icons of the twentieth century, 
like Ezra Pound, Sigmund Freud or 
Brigitte Bardot. This long tradition 
includes Peter Wilson, whose travels 
to Italy to develop two architectural 
competition entries resulted in the 
new Monteluce Quarter in Perugia, 
currently nearing completion. A few 
of these journeys were documented 
in Files 68, and most are illustrated 
by drawings and paintings in the form  
of handcrafted miniatures. Such 
works may be anachronistic in the age 
of digital spectacle, but they are also 
reminders of cultural continuity. 
 Peter Wilson is a partner of the 
German based BOLLES+WILSON 
and received the Gold Medal from 
the RAIA in his native Australia. He 
first exhibited drawings in the Front 
Members’ Room 30 years ago as a Unit 
Master at the AA.
 A publication of the same title 
accompanies this exhibition and will 
be sold at the exhibition opening. 

South Wharf Road East
Stephen Carter
AA Bar
Stephen Carter’s images are formed 
through the competing actions of 
addition and subtraction. While his 
works depict actual sites and struc-
tures, they also maintain an indirect 
grip on the physical world, viewing 
reality through the interpretive lens 
of a plan, a model or a map. Follow-
ing Carter’s paintings from the early 
2000s, which trace the organisation 
of newspaper pages or the media’s use 
of particular words in a single day, his 



new works bear witness to the ebb 
and flow of the city and document its 
evolving manifestations.
 While the life of Carter’s current 
visual subject matter – construction, 
demolition, reconfiguration and 
reinvention of urban sites – outlasts 
the fleeting imagery of our media 
channels, it presents the same daily 
process of overwriting one version of 
modernity with another. Here, titles 
describe specific vantage points in 
London and indicate the direction 
of view; however, Carter’s approach 
to representation sits at the opposite 
end of the spectrum to street pho-
tography. The experience of urban 
living in the era of globalisation as 
described in these paintings utilises 
remnants of its own immediate past 
to locate intimations of the near future.
  Stephen Carter lives and works  
in London. He is represented by 
Beardsmore Gallery.

Maeda: Furnishing the Landscape
37 Ground Floor Corridor
Thursday 14 January – 31 March, 
Monday–Friday, 10.00–6.00
A photographic exhibition following 
the building of the Maeda Summer 
School: Furnishing the Landscape 
at Hooke Park in Dorset.

Notices

Complementary Studies 
All Complementary Studies courses 
resume this week. Please check  
the online course diary for times  
and locations.

School Open Day
Friday 22 January, 10.00 – 8.00
All prospective students are encour-
aged to visit the AA before applying. 
Our Open Day is the perfect oppor-
tunity to meet current students and 
staff, tour the AA’s facilities, view 
presentations of student work and 
get advice on the application process. 
In January 2016 the AA School will 
be open for an entire day so you can 
truly experience life at the AA. For 
full details and to secure your place 
please register via the website now: 
www.aaschool.ac.uk/APPLY/
ADMISSIONS/OpendayApplication.php
 
AA Film Club 
High Noon
Wednesday 13 January, 6.30
AA Cinema
Part of the Western Film Series

Week 1 Diary

Wed 13 January

6.30 Book Launch
Mimesis
AA Bookshop
See Lectures and Events

6.30 AA Film Club
High Noon
AA Cinema
See Notices

Thu 14 January

6.00 Evening Lecture
Alex Chinneck
Lecture Hall
See Lectures and Events

7.00 AA Members’ Screening
Christo’s Valley Curtain & 
Running Fence
AA Cinema
See Lectures and Events

Fri 15 January

6.30 Exhibition Openings
Walter’s Way
AA Gallery
Some Reasons for Travelling to Italy
Front Members’ Room
South Wharf Road East
AA Bar
See Exhibitions

Sat 16 January

11.00 Gallery Talk
Jon Broome: Walter’s Way
AA Gallery
See Lectures and Events



AA Members can access a 
black-and-white and / or larger print 
version of Events List by going to  
the AA website at aaschool.ac.uk.  
For the audio infoline, please call  
020 7887 4111.
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Lewisham self-builders constructing a Segal House, photo courtesy Jon Broome. 
Walter’s Way: The Self-Build Revolution opens Friday 15 January in the AA Gallery


