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Steve Tompkins of Haworth Tompkins Architects will lead a tour of Liverpool’s 
Everyman Theatre for AA Members this Thursday 12 June. Photo Chris Howells



Cranbrook Estate and the Smithsons’ 
Robin Hood Gardens. The day finishes 
with drinks, snacks and a discussion 
at Thamesmead. This AA Night School 
Bike Tour is organised in collaboration 
with Love London Council Housing in 
association with Peabody and the British 
Council. Cost: £25, AA Members £20; 
book online: night.aaschool.ac.uk

Exhibitions

Exhibitions are open from  
Saturday 17 May to Saturday 14 June, 
Monday to Friday 10.00–7.00, Saturday 
11.00–3.00 unless otherwise noted.

Rainforest
Gun Architects
AA Gallery / Bedford Square
Rainforest is a public pavilion by 
Chilean-German architecture practice 
GUN Architects, installed in Bedford 
Square. An imposing five-metre-high 
micro-climate of minimal tree-like 
structures with a field of pyramidal 
fabric ‘stalactites’ which gently drip 
water – the pavilion is an oasis in  
the centre of London. Visitors can  
sit beneath a canopy of inverted prisms 
to enjoy a forest-like environment  
of raindrops, pools and plants.
 Rainforest is part of GUN Architects’ 
exploration into natural dynamics in  
the diverse Chilean climate – making 
water a protagonist of the architecture, 
where the production of temporal 
atmospheres is based on water 
circulation and accumulation.  
The practice engages in architectural 
and urban projects rooted in the 
environmental and cultural context  
of Chile, attempting to develop design 
forms which are consistent with current 
urban expansion and its associated 
geographical conditions.
 An exhibition in the main AA Gallery 
accompanies the pavilion and describes 
the development of Rainforest through 
earlier research by GUN Architects, 
the pavilion’s conceptual evolution and 
technical engineering. The exhibition 
also features photographic works  
by Cristóbal Palma and Hélène Binet.
 The installation is part of the 2014 
London Festival of Architecture taking 
place throughout June, and will remain 
in place in the southwest corner of 
Bedford Square until 19 July 2014.

Panel
Pedro Alonso and Hugo Palmorola
Front Members’ Room
Although marginal in official accounts  
of modern architecture, the development 
of large concrete panel systems 

Lectures and Events

Night School
Design an Ark
Ellis Woodman
Tuesday 10 June, 6.30
33 First Floor Front
God’s instruction to Noah that 
he should build an ark of specific 
materials, dimensions and arrange-
ment might be claimed as the 
earliest architectural brief. It is 
also one that has been subjected 
to an extraordinarily wide range of 
interpretations. Over the course of the 
past 2000 years, artists, architects, 
theologians, scientists and shipwrights 
have all made their own attempts 
to imagine the ark: depictions have 
provided a register of man’s developing 
understanding of the world and of 
the hopes and anxieties that this 
knowledge has engendered. The 
architecture critic Ellis Woodman will 
present a survey of ways in which the 
ark has been envisaged from early 
Christian culture to Darren Aronofsky’s 
recent film, Noah. Cost: £10,  
AA Members £8; book online:  
night.aaschool.ac.uk

Members’ Trip
Day Trip to Liverpool with Haworth 
Tompkins Architects and former  
AA tutor Brian Hatton
Thursday 12 June, all day
Join AA Membership on a day trip  
to Liverpool, featuring a tour of the city 
by former AA tutor Brian Hatton and  
an exclusive tour of the Everyman 
Theatre led by the architect Steve 
Tompkins of Haworth Tompkins 
Architects and the artist and current 
AA tutor, Antoni Malinowski. Lunch is 
included, and Members will have a 
chance to explore the Docklands area  
of the city, as well as Tate Liverpool. 
Cost: £55pp AA Students and Staff – 
lunch and travel included; £65pp AA 
Members – lunch and travel included. 
For those making their own travel 
arrangements the cost is £30pp, 
including lunch. events@aaschool.ac.uk 
to book.

Night School Bike Tour
A History of London’s Housing: From 
the Boundary Estate to Thamesmead
Saturday 14 June, 10.00
The Boundary Estate
Join AA Night School on a journey 
through the story of housing in London: 
social, council and new build. Beginning 
at the Boundary Estate, Shoreditch, 
the group will cycle east via Peabody 
Estates in Bethnal Green, Erno 
Goldfinger’s Balfron Tower, Lubetkin’s 

played a central role in debates about 
architecture’s modernisation and 
industrialisation during the second half 
of the twentieth century. As construction 
moved from the building site to the 
factory floor and manual labour was 
replaced by automated mass production, 
political, aesthetic and ideological 
dialogues began inscribing themselves 
onto the panel itself. With the ability to 
adapt and be distributed across different 
cultural, geographical and political 
contexts, these systems went beyond 
national borders to produce 170 million 
apartments worldwide. Giving particular 
focus to those systems exported from 
Soviet Russia into Cuba and then on 
to Chile in the 1960s and 1970s, the 
exhibition is a visual panoply made up 
of archival photographs, stills, cartoons, 
sketches and drawings, which offers  
a fascinating portrait of an architectural 
and political history whose symbolic  
and physical registers are always  
a concrete panel. 
 The exhibition showcases 3D 
prints of 28 systems in three different 
states: as complete buildings (displaying 
the typologies), as staggered models 
(showing the floor-by-floor assembly 
of panels and the typology of the 
building) and as individual panels (panel 
types per system). All are the result of 
research conducted between 2011–13 
with fourth year students at the School 
of Architecture of the Universidad 
Católica de Chile. These works belong 
to the technical, typological and 
conceptual reconstruction of large 
concrete panel systems developed 
worldwide between 1931–81.  
An accompanying AA Publication,  
Panel, will appear later this month.
 
Ilona Sagar: Eupnea
AA Saturated Space  
Research Cluster
AA Bar
Eupnea is a film by artist Ilona Sagar 
made exclusively for the Saturated 
Space research cluster at the AA.  
It explores the colour-space of 
healthcare environments in Britain, 
which to this day are guided in their 
design by colour analyses from the 
1950s. Eupnea focuses on the 
connection between colour, health  
and well-being through its manifest-
ation in the design of hospitals. 
 The aesthetic of Eupnea  
originates in Faden Birren’s functional 
colour chart for hospitals, schools 
and factories. Still in use today, these 
colours were originally intended to 
stimulate, heal and break up the 
institutional aesthetic, but now are  
seen to have the reverse effect. 



 The film includes interviews in 
which ex-patients, health workers 
and architects talk anonymously 
about their experience of the hospital 
environment. These monologues 
capture recollections of colour, form, 
texture and the subject’s personal 
discordant relationship to the space. 
Hospitals can be seen as the site of a 
collision between internal and external 
languages in design, cognition and the 
human body. The external technical, 
functional syntax clashes with an 
internal language which is messier, 
more visceral and emotional.

Easter Island
Recent Photos by Andrew Higgott
Until Thursday 31 July
Photo Library Corridor
As a tiny speck of land in the southern 
Pacific Ocean, more than 2,000 miles 
from the nearest land mass, Easter 
Island’s isolation is astounding. With  
a population of fewer than 6,000,  
all centred on the town of Hanga Roa, 
the rest of the island is left as a wild  
and open landscape punctuated  
by the moai – statues dotted singly  
and on altars (ahu) across the rocky 
terrain, almost all with their backs  
to the boundless ocean.
 These monolithic figures vary in 
height from three to six metres and  
wear strange and enigmatic faces.  
Each statue possesses its own  
character and haunting presence. 
Beginning in approximately 1000 AD 
some 800 were made over a period  
of five centuries. How this was achieved 
is astonishing in terms of how they were 
carved and then transported. 
 Today, the traditions of this 
sophisticated culture are almost entirely 
lost. Yet these figures still act as 
guardians, perhaps revered ancestors, 
even deities: Rapa Nui, the island’s 
indigenous name, was called Te Pitu  
O Te Henua, which equates to ‘the 
centre of the world’. The moai were 
sentinels for the communities that 
constructed them and provided a 
boundary – physical, metaphorical  
and spiritual – with the world beyond.

Notices

Results of the Vote on Proposed 
Amendments to the Council By-Laws
Following the Special General Meeting 
held on the 19 May, the results of the 
vote are as follows:
Yes – 84.1%; No – 3.3%
Abstain – 12.6%
In accordance with the By-laws in place 
at the time of voting, any proposed 

amendment to the By-laws must be 
carried by the votes of at least two 
thirds of the members voting. The result 
of 84.1% of the members voting in 
favour of the proposed amendments 
thus confirms that the amendments as 
proposed are ratified and are now in 
effect. http://www.mi-voice.com/aabylaw/

Undergraduate End of Year Reviews
Second Year reviews begin at 9.30.  
All other reviews take place at 10.00.
Monday 9  
Second Year, Lecture Hall
Tuesday 10  
Fourth Year, Lecture Hall
Wednesday 11  
Fourth Year, Lecture Hall
Foundation, Rear Second  
Presentation Space
Thursday 12 First Year,  
Rear Second Presentation Space
Friday 13 First Year,  
Rear Second Presentation Space

AA Council 
Ordinary General Meeting
Monday 9 June, 6.30
32 First Floor Back

Workshop
Making of...AA 167th Birthday Party 
Summer Workshops
Phase 1 28 June – 9 July,  
Phase 2 15 – 26 September
The AA will celebrate its 167th birthday 
on 8 October 2014. Join a creative team 
that includes Punchdrunk (immersive 
theatre company), Fred Gehrig (dancer 
and choreographer), Katye Coe (dance 
artist), Frank Bock (artistic director and 
curator) and Colin Priest (architect, 
site-specific event creator) for a series 
of workshops to design and create the 
programme of events for the Birthday 
Party. The workshops will explore 
site-sympathetic design process; 
theatricalisation of space; character 
and face development; integration 
of sound and light; event production 
logistics and delivery; performance and 
choreography in space; construction of 
spatial narratives and more. Applications 
are welcomed from past and current AA 
students. Participants must be able to 
attend both workshops. Free, contact 
aabirthdayparty@aaschool.ac.uk to 
apply: deadline Friday 20 June.

Undergraduate Student Oystercards
From Friday 27 June 2014, all 
Undergraduate Student Oystercards 
will be cancelled. Under the terms 
and conditions with TFL, Oystercard 
discounts are given only if attending  
a full-time course. Students can  
re-apply for a new Student Oystercard 

on re-registration day in September. 
Graduate School Students’ cards will 
continue to September.

Advance Notice: Members’ Trip
Venice Biennale and  
Giorgio Cini Foundation 
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 July 
£325pp for AA Students  / AA Staff 
£365pp for AA Members
Join AA Membership for a weekend  
in Venice. The group will attend 
private talks held at the Giorgio Cini 
Foundation and will be taken on a tour 
of the Palazzo Cini Gallery. The trip also 
includes entry to the Fundamentals 
Venice Architecture Biennale 2014 and 
tours of the Maison Dom-ino installation 
led by AA tutor and director of vbvb 
studio Valentin Bontjes van Beek,  
as well as the Albanian Pavilion 
(Arsenale) led by Stefano Rabolli 
Pansera, director of Beyond Entropy 
and winner of the Golden Lion for Best 
National Participation at the Venice Art 
Biennale 2013 for the Angolan Pavilion.
memberevents.aaschool.ac.uk to book

Library Notices

Week 8 (16–21 June)  
Library Opening Hours
Monday 16: open 10–9
Tuesday 17: open 10–1
Wednesday 18: closed
Thursday 19: closed
Friday 20: open 11–9
Saturday 21: open 11–5
 
Week 9 (23–28 June)  
Library Opening Hours
Monday 23 – Thursday 26: open 10–9
Friday 27: closed
Saturday 28: closed
 
Summer Vacation Library  
Opening Hours
Monday 30 June – Friday 25 July:  
open 10–6, closed Saturdays
Monday 28 July – Sunday 31  
August: closed
Monday 1 – Friday 26 September:  
open 10–6, closed Saturdays
Normal term-time hours resume  
Monday 29 September: open  
10–9, Saturday 11–5
 
Programme Book Loans over 
Summer Vacation
During the summer vacation 
programme books can be borrowed 
over each weekend from Friday 4pm  
to Monday 12pm. From Thursday 
24 July, programme books can be 
borrowed over the library summer 
closure and must be returned by 



AA Members can access a 
black-and-white and/or larger print 
version of Events List by going to  
the AA website at aaschool.ac.uk  
For the audio infoline, please call  
020 7887 4111.

Events List online: aaschool.ac.uk/eventslist 
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12pm on Monday 1 September. Two 
programme books per person, no 
normal ‘reference ‘ books, no tutors’ 
own books, no interlibrary loans.

Projects Review 2014

Tickets and Invitations 
AA students and staff can pick up 
their invitations to the Projects Review 
opening and the Members’ Evening 
from Reception from Monday 9 June. 
Members’ invitations will be posted  
or emailed.

Graduation Ceremony 
Graduating students may collect their 
tickets for the ceremony from the 
Membership Office from Monday  
23 June during office hours, 10-6.  
Each graduating student is entitled  
to up to two complimentary tickets  
and may purchase up to three  
additional tickets at £30 each.  
To book: memberevents.aaschool.ac.uk

Collection of Work 
All work, images and models, must  
be clearly labelled on the reverse side 
with name and unit. No work can be 
removed from the exhibition while it 
is open. Work can be collected from 
Monday 21 July. All work must be 
removed from AA premises no later than 
Friday 25 July (with the exception of 
work in the Lecture Hall and Jury Rooms, 
which must be removed by Tuesday 22 
July). The AA accepts no responsibility 
for work not claimed by this date.

Private View 
Friday 27 June, 6.30–8.30
The exhibition is open from Saturday  
28 June to Saturday 19 July. Monday  
to Friday 10.00 to 7.00, Saturday 28 
June 1.00 to 5.00, Saturdays 5, 12, 19 
July 10.00 to 5.00. The Projects Review 
book will be on sale at a special price  
at the private view.

AA Members’ Evening 
Private opening, Projects Review
Monday 30 June, 6.00
See memberevents.aaschool.ac.uk

Week 7 Diary

Mon 9 June

9.30 End of Year Reviews
Second Year
Lecture Hall

6.30 AA Council Meeting
32 First Floor Back
See Notices

Tue 10 June

10.00 End of Year Reviews
Fourth Year
Lecture Hall

6.30 Night School
Design an Ark
Ellis Woodman
33 First Floor Front
See Lectures and Events

Wed 11 June

10.00 End of Year Reviews
Fourth Year
Lecture Hall
Foundation
Rear Second Presentation Space

2.00 SED
Advanced Daylighting & Workshop
Magali Bodart
SED Studio

 Thu 12 June

10.00 End of Year Reviews
First Year
Rear Second Presentation Space

10.00 MA HCT  
Thesis Research Seminar
Marina Lathouri
37 First Floor Front

10.00 Member Trip
Liverpool
See Lectures and Events

Fri 13 June

10.00 End of Year Reviews
First Year
Rear Second Presentation Space

Building Conservation Year 1
32 First Floor Front 
10.00 Archeology: Process and  
Change Management
Brian Ayers
2.00 To List or Not To List
Bob Hawkins

Building Conservation Year 2
32 First Floor Back 
10.00 Re-use of Industrial Buildings
Harriet Harriss
11.50 Disability Access
David Bonnett
2.00 St Mary Magdelene, Goldthorpe
Andrew Wiles
6.00 Repair of Modern Buildings
Andrew Wiles

2.00 SED
Term 2 Results
Simos Yannas
SED Studio

Sat 14 June

10.00 Night School 
Bike Tour
Boundary Estate
See Lectures and Events


