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Book Launch: Nadir Lahiji
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Performance of The Conversation with the AAIS, the dance group New Movement 
Collective and the music ensemble Distractfold. Photo Alexander Furunes
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to see. If you’re comfortable running 
9-minute miles, please come and join 
AA Night School Run Club with FIT CITY 
and London Urban Visits. A place will  
be provided to leave belongings while 
out on the run. Cost: £15, AA members 
£12; book online: night.aaschool.ac.uk

Book Launch
Architecture Against the Post-
Political: Essays in Reclaiming  
the Critical Project by Nadir Lahiji
Friday 6 June, 6.30
AA Bookshop
Join Nadir Lahiji in conversation with 
David Cunningham, Douglas Spencer, 
Libero Andreotti, Uta Gelbke and Joel 
McKim to introduce his new book, which 
seeks to address theoretical issues 
concerning the questions of aesthetics 
and politics and addresses city and 
urban strategies within the general 
critique of the ‘post-political’. By focusing 
on specific case studies from Warsaw, 
Barcelona, Dubai, Tokyo and many more 
the book consolidates the contributions 
of a diverse group of academics, 
architects and critics from Europe,  
the Middle East and America. 
 

Exhibitions 

Exhibitions are open from  
Saturday 17 May to Saturday 14 June, 
Monday to Friday 10.00–7.00, Saturday 
11.00–3.00 unless otherwise noted.

Rainforest
Gun Architects
AA Gallery / Bedford Square
Rainforest is a public pavilion by 
Chilean-German architecture practice 
GUN Architects, installed in London’s 
Bedford Square during the Summer 
of 2014. An imposing five-metre-high 
micro-climate of minimal tree-like 
structures with a field of pyramidal 
fabric ‘stalactites’ which gently drip 
water – the pavilion is an oasis in  
the centre of London. Visitors can  
sit beneath a canopy of inverted prisms 
to enjoy a forest-like environment  
of raindrops, pools and plants.
 Rainforest is part of GUN Architects’ 
exploration into natural dynamics in  
the diverse Chilean climate – making 
water a protagonist of the architecture, 
where the production of temporal 
atmospheres is based on water 
circulation and accumulation.  
The practice engages in architectural 
and urban projects rooted in the 
environmental and cultural context  
of Chile, attempting to develop design 
forms which are consistent with current 
urban expansion and its associated 

Lectures and Events

Symposium
PhD Conversations: The Building
Organised by José Aragüez 
(Princeton) and Gabriela García  
de Cortázar (AA)
Monday 2 June, 10.00
33 First Floor Front
Ever since the theoretical turn of  
the 1960s, the status of the building 
as main architectural object has 
taken on more forms. Its increasing 
epistemological diversification is an 
index of the growing sophistication  
of the field of architectural history and 
theory. The building, however, emerges 
more often as a medium for tapping 
into another domain than a realm  
of research in its own right.
 This event will ask whether  
projects that take the building as  
their primary concern can today  
extend the bounds of possibility for  
the production of discursive knowledge  
in a substantial fashion. In a day-
long series of conversations, PhD 
candidates, historians, theorists and 
architects from London and the US 
will discuss a number of historically 
significant case studies and how 
those might be turned into theoretical 
frameworks beyond the boundaries  
of architecture.
 With Mark Cousins (AA),  
Francisco Gonzalez de Canales (AA), 
Mark Cambpell (AA), Thomas Weaver 
(AA), Marina Lathouri (AA), Adrian Forty 
(UCL), John McMorrough (U Michigan), 
Rafi Segal (Columbia), Penelope Dean 
(UIC), Sylvia Lavin (UCLA/Princeton), 
Mario Carpo (Yale), AA PhD candidates 
Aldo Urbinati, Manolis Stavrakakis, 
Alexandra Vougia, Costandis Kizis 
and Gabriela García de Cortázar, 
and US PhD candidates Aaron White 
(Columbia), Bryan Norwood and  
Etien Santiago (Harvard) and José 
Aragüez (Princeton).

Night School
Run Club: Capability Brown  
and watching the sun go down  
on Primrose Hill
Monday 2 June, 6.30
Meet in the AA Bar 
If you love to run and are passionate 
about experiencing London’s historic  
and contemporary development, then 
join Ade and Michael on the first Monday 
of every month during term time. Each 
run is 10km (approximately six miles), 
and includes a decent run workout 
accompanied by animated urban 
commentary. There are regular pauses 
along each route to rest, stretch, flex and 
talk about what you’ve seen or are about 

geographical conditions.
 An exhibition in the main AA Gallery 
accompanies the pavilion and describes 
the development of Rainforest through 
earlier research by GUN Architects, 
the pavilion’s conceptual evolution and 
technical engineering. The exhibition 
also features photographic works  
by Cristóbal Palma and Hélène Binet.
 The installation is part of the 2014 
London Festival of Architecture taking 
place throughout June, and will remain 
in place in the southwest corner of 
Bedford Square until 19 July 2014.

Panel
Pedro Alonso and Hugo Palmorola
Front Members’ Room
Although marginal in official accounts  
of modern architecture, the development 
of large concrete panel systems 
played a central role in debates about 
architecture’s modernisation and 
industrialisation during the second half 
of the twentieth century. As construction 
moved from the building site to the 
factory floor and manual labour was 
replaced by automated mass production, 
political, aesthetic and ideological 
dialogues began inscribing themselves 
onto the panel itself. With the ability to 
adapt and be distributed across different 
cultural, geographical and political 
contexts, these systems went beyond 
national borders to produce 170 million 
apartments worldwide. Giving particular 
focus to those systems exported from 
Soviet Russia into Cuba and then on 
to Chile in the 1960s and 1970s, the 
exhibition is a visual panoply made up 
of archival photographs, stills, cartoons, 
sketches and drawings, which offers  
a fascinating portrait of an architectural 
and political history whose symbolic  
and physical registers are always  
a concrete panel. 
 The exhibition showcases 3D 
prints of 28 systems in three different 
states: as complete buildings (displaying 
the typologies), as staggered models 
(showing the floor-by-floor assembly 
of panels and the typology of the 
building) and as individual panels (panel 
types per system). All are the result of 
research conducted between 2011–13 
with fourth year students at the School 
of Architecture of the Universidad 
Católica de Chile. These works belong 
to the technical, typological and 
conceptual reconstruction of large 
concrete panel systems developed 
worldwide between 1931–81.  
An accompanying AA Publication,  
Panel, will appear in June.
 



Ilona Sagar: Eupnea
AA Saturated Space  
Research Cluster
AA Bar
Eupnea is a film by artist Ilona Sagar 
made exclusively for the Saturated 
Space research cluster at the AA.  
It explores the colour-space of 
healthcare environments in Britain, 
which to this day are guided in their 
design by colour analyses from the 
1950s. Eupnea focuses on the 
connection between colour, health  
and well-being through its manifest-
ation in the design of hospitals. 
 The aesthetic of Eupnea  
originates from Faden Birren’s 
functional colour chart for hospitals, 
schools and factories. Still in use  
today, these colours were originally 
intended to stimulate, heal and break 
up the institutional aesthetic, but now 
are seen to have the reverse effect.
 The film includes interviews  
with ex-patients, health workers 
and architects anonymously about 
their experience of the hospital 
environment. These monologues 
capture recollections of colour, form, 
texture and the subjects’ personal 
discordant relationship to the space. 
Hospitals can be seen as the site of a 
collision between internal and external 
languages in design, cognition and 
the human body. The external technical, 
functional syntax clashes with an 
internal language which is messier, 
more visceral and emotional.

Easter Island
Recent Photos by Andrew Higgott
Until Thursday 31 July
Photo Library Corridor
As a tiny speck of land in the southern 
Pacific Ocean, more than 2,000 miles 
from the nearest land mass, Easter 
Island’s isolation is astounding. With  
a population of fewer than 6,000,  
all centred on the town of Hanga Roa, 
the rest of the island is left as a wild  
and open landscape punctuated  
by the moai – statues dotted singly  
and on altars (ahu) across the rocky 
terrain, almost all with their backs  
to the boundless ocean.
 These monolithic figures vary in 
height from three to six metres and  
wear strange and enigmatic faces.  
Each statue possesses its own  
character and haunting presence. 
Beginning in approximately 1000 AD 
some 800 were made over a period  
of five centuries. How this was achieved 
is astonishing in terms of how they were 
carved and then transported. 
 Today, the traditions of this 
sophisticated culture are almost entirely 

lost. Yet these figures still act as 
guardians, perhaps revered ancestors, 
even deities: Rapa Nui, the island’s 
indigenous name, was called Te Pitu  
O Te Henua, which equates to ‘the 
centre of the world’. The moai were 
sentinels for the communities that 
constructed them and provided a 
boundary – physical, metaphorical  
and spiritual – with the world beyond.

Notices

Visiting Teachers’ Programme
Until Tuesday 13 June 
The AA’s innovative teaching tradition 
attracts the interest of academic  
visitors from all over the world. As  
a response to this interest we offer  
a three-week programme that develops  
a comparative debate on aims, strategies 
and methods of teaching architecture, 
and also gives teachers with very diverse 
experience an opportunity to participate 
in discussions about the teaching and 
research of the school.
 Meetings are organised with 
teachers and students throughout  
the AA, and the visiting teachers will 
also attend juries, reviews and other 
events during their stay. Please make 
them welcome!
 This year the programme runs 
from 27 May to 13 June with the 
following participants: Akinbola Akerele 
(University of Lagos, Nigeria), Serafina 
Amoroso (University of Florence, 
Italy), Nandita Boger (Bern University 
of Applied Sciences, Switzerland), 
Francisca Correa Silva (University of 
San Sebastian, Chile), Enrique Espinosa 
(ETSA Madrid, Spain), Isabel Glogar 
(Vienna University of Technology, 
Austria), Zauresh Kazybayeva 
(Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan), 
Michelle Ling (South China University 
of Technology, China), Zahra Namavar 
(Taylor’s University, Malaysia), Lucia 
Perez Moreno (University of Zaragoza, 
Spain), Kathy Waghorn (University of 
Auckland, New Zealand), Frederick 
Wong (Chu Hai College, Hong Kong). 

Undergraduate Student Oystercards
From Friday 27 June 2014, all 
Undergraduate Student Oystercards 
will be cancelled. Under the terms 
and conditions with TFL, Oystercard 
discounts are given only if attending  
a full-time course. Students can  
re-apply for a new Student Oystercard 
on re-registration day in September. 
Graduate School Students’ cards will 
continue to September.

Voting Open on Proposed 
Amendments to the Council By-Laws
Following the outcome of the Special 
General Meeting held on the 19 May, all 
Members are invited to vote on whether 
the proposed changes to the by-laws 
should be ratified. Read the supporting 
documentation below and then vote,  
as the proposed changes will have  
an impact on the way the AA is run.
http://www.mi-voice.com/aabylaw/

Advance Notice: Members Trip
Venice Biennale and  
Giorgio Cini Foundation 
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 July 
£325pp for AA Students  / AA Staff 
£365pp for AA Members
Join AA Membership for a weekend  
in Venice. The group will attend 
private talks held at the Giorgio Cini 
Foundation and will be taken on a tour 
of the Palazzo Cini Gallery. The trip also 
includes entry to the Fundamentals 
Venice Architecture Biennale 2014 and 
tours of the Maison Dom-ino installation 
led by AA tutor and director of vbvb 
studio Valentin Bontjes van Beek,  
as well as the Albanian Pavilion 
(Arsenale) led by Stefano Rabolli 
Pansera, director of Beyond Entropy 
and winner of the Golden Lion for Best 
National Participation at the Venice Art 
Biennale 2013 for the Angolan Pavilion.
memberevents.aaschool.ac.uk to book



AA Members can access a 
black-and-white and/or larger print 
version of Events List by going to  
the AA website at aaschool.ac.uk  
For the audio infoline, please call  
020 7887 4111.
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Week 6 Diary

Mon 2

10.00 PhD Symposium
33 First Floor Front
See Lectures and Events

Thu 5

10.00 MA HCT
Thesis Research Seminar
Marina Lathouri
37 First Floor Front

Fri 6

10.00 Building Conservation Year 1
London Houses and Other Secular 
Buildings from 1500 to the Great  
Fire - And How The Great Fire is a  
Bit of a Myth
John Schofield
32 First Floor Front

10.00 Building Conservation Year 2
The Modern Movement
Elain Harwood
32 First Floor Back

2.00 Building Conservation Year 1
Stained Glass: Its Creation  
and Conservation
Sarah Brown
32 First Floor Front

2.00 Building Conservation Year 2
Visit: The Barbican  
and Conservation
David Hills


