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General Information

Welcome to the AA!
This is the Events List – the weekly 
printed calendar of events at the 
AA, also accessible on the School’s 
website aaschool.ac.uk. Please refer 
to the Student Handbook for further 
details about all aspects of the AA and 
download the AA App.
 If you are new to London, the first 
thing you should buy is the A–Z Street 
Directory, which is available from most 
newsagents and bookshops. For a wide 
selection of events and entertainment, 
look out for the weekly Time Out 
(published Wednesdays, sold in all 
newsagents), which carries a range 
of articles covering everything from 
accommodation to restaurants.
 For second-hand household items 
such as furniture try gumtree.com,  
Loot (published Tuesday to Friday,  
and Sunday), which also has a property 
section, and a website, loot.com, or  
the weekly magazine Exchange and 
Mart. For free items, try freecycle.org.
 Students are advised to insure their 
computers and other equipment as the 
AA’s insurance does not cover personal 
items in case of theft or an accident.

RIBA Student Membership
Students on the Part 1 and Part 2 
courses (1st to 5th year) are eligible  
for free RIBA student membership.  
For a full list of benefits and to register, 
go to architecture.com

International Student Identity Cards
The cost of this card is included in the 
AA Student Forum membership fee. 
Once we have a comprehensive list  
of all the 2012/2013 registered students 
we will place an order for the cards. 
They should be received by the end of 
October to collect from the Admissions 
office. A notice will appear in the Events 
List when the cards arrive.

AA Bookshop and AA Publications
Situated at 32 Bedford Square, the  
AA Bookshop is one of London’s leading 
specialist architecture bookshops;  
AA Publications are featured alongside 
a comprehensive range of titles from 
international publishers. The bookshop 
has special offers and events for 
members. Their friendly, helpful staff will 
endeavour to assist you with any related 
titles that you may be looking for. 
Opening hours 10–6.30 Monday to 
Friday, 11–5 Saturday.
 As a registered student of the AA, 
you are also an AA Member, which 
entitles you to receive complimentary 
copies of AA Files (published twice 

annually) and the AA Book: Projects 
Review (published annually in July to 
accompany the end of year exhibition).
 AA Publications organise sales 
(generally twice a year in November and 
May), and students have the opportunity 
to purchase overstock and ex-display 
titles at greatly reduced prices. These 
sales will be announced in the weekly 
Events List.

AA Photo Library
The Photo Library is located on the 
ground floor of 37 Bedford Square and 
is open from 10.00– 6.00 (closed for 
lunch for an hour from 1.00), Monday 
to Friday. Please drop in to see the 
collection of photographs, lecture 
recordings and film. All can be rented 
free of charge. You will need your  
AA Membership/One card to access  
the front door.

Bank/Council Tax/Reference Letters
If you need a reference letter, please see 
the appropriate Admissions coordinator 
who has also dealt with your application. 
Folders are available in the Admissions 
office where you can fill out your details.

Student Oyster Cards
You are entitled to a Student Oyster 
Card, which gives you discount on 
travelcards (it costs £10). Please visit 
photocard.tfl.gov.uk to register.

Healthcare
If you are an international student on 
a course of study for six months or 
more, you will qualify for NHS treatment 
from the beginning of your stay on the 
same basis as anyone who is ordinarily 
resident in the UK. Please see nhs.uk  
for further details.

Loans
The following information applies  
to students on the five-year RIBA/ 
ARB undergraduate course only  
and is subject to current legislation.
 New AA students from the UK  
and EU are eligible for a Tuition Fee 
Loan (non-income assessed).  
For up-to-date information, visit  
the student finance section of  
direct.gov.uk. Bear in mind that  
the AA is a private institution  
therefore not all the information  
on the site is relevant.
 New students transferring from 
other British schools must inform their 
LEA/SLC of changed circumstances. 
Student loans for living expenses  
are available to UK students, or those 
who have lived in the UK for three years 
prior to embarking on higher education. 

European Union Fee Contributions
EU students are eligible to receive  
an EU contribution towards fees for  
the five-year RIBA/ARB undergraduate 
architectural course, provided they  
have been resident in an EU country for 
at least three years prior to their course 
of study. EU students are not eligible  
for student loans, unless they have 
been residents in the UK for three years 
prior to embarking on higher education. 
For further information, please see the 
student finance section of direct.gov.uk.

Assistantships
A small number of assistantships 
in the Maintenance and Exhibitions 
departments and in the Computer 
Room are available to students who  
are experiencing financial hardship.  
If you are interested, please contact  
the relevant department.



Introduction Week Diary 

Monday 17 September
 
Welcome to the AA!
Information packs will be available  
on arrival. 

10.00–16.00 Registration  
for All Students
Lecture Hall
Please see times for your course below 
To register you will need:
– A copy of your passport 
– If you are from outside the EU, a copy 
of the visa allowing your stay in the UK 
for the duration of the academic year.
– Addresses and telephone numbers 
where you can be contacted in London 
and out of term time.
– Any outstanding documents as listed 
in your official offer letter.
– If you have not already paid your 
fees, please bring your chequebook or 
confirmation of payment if transaction 
has been undertaken in the past one/
two days.

10.00–13.00 Registration for all 
Foundation, First Year, Sustainable 
Environmental Design, Emergent 
Technologies and Landscape 
Urbanism students

14.00–16.00 Registration for all 
Intermediate, Diploma, DRL, PhD, 
AAIS, History & Critical Thinking, 
Housing & Urbanism, Projective 
Cities, and Design & Make students.

10.00–16.00 General Information 
Session
Lecture Hall
AA Student Forum, the YMCA, and  
a representative from a local doctor’s 
office will hold stands with information 
for new students.

12.30–14.00 Lunch
Dining Room 

16.15 Trips sign-up 
Undergrad Rear Presentation Room
Graduate Dining Room
Please be sure to sign up for trips and 
other events. Friday’s Thames boat trip 
and picnic are open to all students. You 
may sign up for two other trips. Note that 
places are limited. Please ensure that 
you do not sign up for a trip that conflicts 
with your workshop, library or computer 
room introductions.

17.00 Director’s Welcome
Lecture Hall
Brett Steele, AA Director will  
welcome you to the School. Keith 
Priest, president of the AA Council, 
will speak about the Association, and 
the AA Student Forum will introduce 
themselves.

18.00 Welcome Drinks 
Dining Room 
Drinks for all new students

19.00 Bowling 
Bloomsbury Bowling Lanes, basement 
of Tavistock Hotel, Bedford Way WC1
Meet in front of the AA at 7.00, or meet 
at the venue. Arranged by the Student 
Forum.

Tuesday 18 September

10.00 Programme Introduction
Foundation with Saskia Lewis
New Soft Room
First Year with Monia de Marchi 
First Year Studio
Diploma School with John Palmesino 
and Ann-Sofi Rönnskog 
Studio 2

11.00 Computer Room Introduction 
for all Undergraduate students
Lecture Hall

11.45 Computer Room Introduction 
for all Graduate School students 
Lecture Hall 
followed by 
12.30 Introduction to Graduate 
School with Hugo Hinsley
Lecture Hall

11.45 Wilkinson Eyre Architects
 Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Jim Eyre, past AA president, is a 
principal at this double Stirling Award-
winning practice Magna Centre, 2001 
and Gateshead Millennium Bridge, 2002 
(maximum 13).

12.00 Introduction to Intermediate 
School with Mark Campbell 
New Soft Room

13.00 Lunch at Icco 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
The Student Forum has arranged to 
meet for lunch at this local pizzeria. 

13.30 ARUP 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Arup is the creative force behind many 
of the world’s most innovative buildings 
and structures. Founded in 1926 by 
|Ove Arup, its projects include the 
Sydney Opera House and the Channel 
Tunnel (maximum 18).

13.45 Zaha Hadid Architects
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square 
Zaha Hadid studied and taught at the 
AA. Her seminal works include Vitra 
Fire Station; Contemporary Arts Centre, 
Cincinnati; and Phaeno Science Centre, 
Wolfsburg (maximum 21).

14.00 Introduction to Hooke Park 
with Martin Self
Lecture Hall
Presentation by Martin Self (programme 
Director of Design + Make) relating  
to the AA’s 350-acre woodland site in 
South West England.

14.30 Introduction to AA Archives 
with archivist Ed Bottoms
32 Bedford Square 
The Architectural Association Archives 
documents and architectural drawings, 
paintings and works on paper. It 
documents the administrative and 
educational history of the AA and 
preserves examples of the school’s 
material culture and graphic output.  
No need to book.

15.00 Emirates Air Line by 
Wilkinson Eyre Architects
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
The Emirates Air Line cable car lifts  
passengers up to 90m above the 
river Thames as they travel the 
1.1km route between the Greenwich 
Peninsula and the Royal Docks. It is 
an exciting addition to the skyline and 
boasts impressive views over London 
(maximum 20).

15.00 Design Stories: The 
Architecture behind 2012 
RIBA (66 Portland Place)
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
This new RIBA exhibition examines the 
design stories behind the 2012 sporting 
venues, as part of the London 2012 
Festival. Discover the architecture  
and engineering of the Games through 
a unique collection of films, images 
and models. A new 14m graphic mural 
capturing the energy and contrasting 
styles of London’s newest architectural 
landmarks stands at the heart of this 
show (maximum 20).



15.30 Kohn Pederson Fox 
Architects 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square.
KPF is an international practice with 
studios in New York, London and 
Shanghai. KPF have made significant 
additions to the London skyline in 
recent years, their Heron Tower was 
completed in 2011 and the Pinnacle 
is currently under construction. Other 
projects currently underway include the 
new terminal at Abu Dhabi International 
Airport and the Deloitte Tower in 
Montreal (maximum 12).

16.00 and 16:30 AA School Tours
Meet at entrance of 36 Bedford Square 
(maximum 20).

16.00–19.00 Evening City of  
London Walk
Meet outside the AA
This evening walk, led by architect  
and lecturer Benny O’Looney, examines 
the best new projects in the City of 
London. The walk follows a craftily 
planned route that also explains some  
of London’s ancient wonders and  
why Bedford Square is exactly where  
it is (maximum 20).

18.00 Architecture as Research
New Soft Room, AArchitecture Salon
This salon focuses on the theme of the 
next issue, Architecture as Research 
and also brings together contributors 
from our previous two issues Life 
After the AA (Issue 16) and Curating 
Architecture (Issue 17). The discussion 
will elaborate on the practices and 
projects featured in the publication 
but also shed light on the many ways 
architecture can be researched. All are 
welcome.

Wednesday 19 September

9.30 All-day bus tour of London’s 
significant housing and urban 
projects
Meet Hugo Hinsley outside 36 Bedford 
Square at 9.15 for 9.30 departure. 
Compulsary for Housing & Urbanism 
students, places have been reserved 
(remaining places available 19).

10.00–12.00 Workshop Introduction 
for New Fourth Year Students
AA Workshop
Students must attend in order to use the 
workshop

11.00 AA School Tour
Meet at entrance of 36 Bedford Square 
(maximum 20).

11.30 Serpentine Pavilion and V&A 
London Festival of Design visit
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
The Serpentine Gallery Pavilion is 
designed by the team responsible 
for the celebrated Beijing National 
Stadium, which was built for the 2008 
Olympic Games. The Pavilion is Herzog 
& de Meuron and Ai Weiwei’s first 
collaborative built structure in the UK.
 The V&A is the world’s greatest 
museum of art and design and a hub 
for the London Design Festival, where 
you can attend two events. First, take 
an exclusive guided tour of PRISM, 
a structural and digital installation 
by Keiichi Matsuda and associates. 
Afterwards, join abberant architecture 
for a day exploring their working 
methods and studio practice in the  
V&A Art Studio

12.00 AA School Tour
Meet at entrance of 36 Bedford Square 
(maximum 20).

Library Introductions
11.00 Second and Third Year students
12.00 Foundation and Fourth Year 
students
13.00 First Year students

14.00 Tate Tanks
Tate Modern, Bankside,
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Architects Herzog & de Meuron have 
uncovered three underground concrete 
tanks at Tate Modern as new spaces 
for art and performance. The Tanks 
are the world’s first museum galleries 
permanently dedicated to exhibiting live 
art, performance, installation and film 
works (maximum 20).

14.00 DSDHA Studio Visit
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
DSDHA is an award-winning practice 
whose work focuses on promoting 
architecture for today’s way of life 
and tackling issues at the core of 
contemporary society. The studio tour 
will be led by architect Tom Greenall 
(maximum 10) .

14.20 Allford Hall Monaghan Morris 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
AHMM’s projects encompass arts, 
education, health, transport and leisure. 
AHMM created the improvements to 
the foyer and entrances of the Barbican 
Centre. They were voted Architectural 
Practice of the Year 2009 and Architect 
of the Year in 2008 by Building Design 
magazine (maximum 18).

15.00 Workshop Introduction  
for First Year students
All new First Year students (except 
those who completed AA Foundation) 
must attend in order to be able to use 
the Workshop

15.30 Patrick Keiller at Tate Britain 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Patrick Keiller’s ‘The Robinson Institute’ 
is an exhibition that provides an 
excellent introduction to modern British 
society. Keiller has used images of 
landmarks and locations in the English 
landscape throughout the Institute to 
illustrate the development of capitalism. 
Keiller is best known for his series of film 
essays, ‘London’, ‘Robinson in Space’ 
and ‘Robinson in Ruins’ (maximum 20).

15.15 Explore Barbican Architecture 
Tour 
Barbican Centre
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
The Barbican Centre is the largest  
multi-arts centre in Europe, and it is  
also a unique architectural endeavour. 
The idea for the centre was conceived 
in the 1960s, which reflects The 
Barbican’s ‘brutalist’ architectural style 
(maximum 11).

16.00 AA School Tour
Meet at entrance of 36 Bedford Square 
(maximum 20).

18.00 AA Diploma Honours 
2010/2011 Presentation
Front Members’ Room
Work by AA Diploma Honours students.
All are welcome.

18.00 Bold Tendencies Sculpture 
Exhibition
Frank’s Café and Campari Bar
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Frank’s Cafe and Campari Bar was 
designed by Practice Architecture’s 
Lettice Drake and Paloma Gormley 
and built over three weeks by a team 
of volunteers. The roof top bar features 
spectacular views of London . Student 
Forum Event (maximum 14).



Thursday 20 September

10.00 Library Introduction for SED 
and PhD students 

10.00 Workshop Introduction for 
Foundation students
All Foundation students must attend  
in order to use the Workshop.

11.00 Library Introduction for 
EmTech and Design + Make 
students

12.00 Library Introduction for 
Housing & Urbanism, Landscape 
Urbanism, History & Critical 
Thinking and AAIS students

12.00 designjunction
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
designjunction is part of the London 
Design Festival. Set in the impressive 
surroundings of a 1960s Sorting  
Office, the venue offers a magnificent 
industrial backdrop that showcases  
the best in global design in the forms  
of international brands, boutique 
cutting-edge labels, pop-up shops, 
large-scale installations, temporary 
restaurants, bars and cafes, working 
flash factories, live entertainment,  
a leading seminar programme and 
much more (maximum 20).

12.30 AA School Tour
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square 
(maximum 20).

13.00 Library Introduction for DRL 
and Projective Cities students

14.00–16.00 Workshop Introduction 
for New Second and Third Year 
students
Students must attend in order to use  
the Workshop

14.00 Amanda Levete Architects
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
AL_A was formed in 2009 following  
the end of Levete’s 20-year partnership 
with the late Jan Kaplicky at Future 
Systems. Kaplicky and Levete 
completed awardwinning and 
internationally recognised buildings 
including Selfridges department store  
in Birmingham and the media centre  
at Lord’s Cricket Ground which won  
the 1999 Stirling Prize (maximum 11)

14.15 Eric Parry Architects
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square.
The practice has completed a broad 
range of work from masterplanning to 
furniture design. The office building, 
located at 30 Finsbury Square was 

shortlisted for the 2003 Stirling Prize. 
Eric Parry is a past president of the AA 
and will be delivering the presentation 
(maximum 13).

15.00 Heatherwick Studio: 
Designing the Extraordinary 
Victoria and Albert Museum
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
The curator will give AA students a 
special introduction to the first major 
solo exhibition that examines the  
work of one of today’s most inventive 
design studios. Heatherwick Studio 
has earned a renowned international 
profile through projects that span the 
disciplines of architecture, furniture  
and product design, engineering, 
sculpture and urban planning. This 
exhibition brings together objects 
of inspiration and material samples, 
models, prototypes, full-scale 
fragments and finished pieces to 
reveal Heatherwick Studio’s creative 
processes and spirit of curiosity 
(maximum 20).

15.00 Allies and Morrison Architects
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square
Bob Allies, former AA councillor, is a 
principal at this practice, which was 
named Architect of the Year in the 2007 
Building Design Awards and has won 
30 RIBA Awards. The studio tour will be 
followed by meeting ANZA Magazine, 
the first East African architecture 
magazine, which is currently in 
residency at A+M (maximum 20).
  
17.15 Antony Gormley Studio 
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square.
Antony Gormley OBE is one of the 
most well known and influential English 
sculptors of our time. Exploring the 
relation of the human body to space  
at large, and working mainly at a large-
scale installation level, his career has 
spanned nearly 40 years (maximum 23).

18.00 Fulcrum Roundtable – Why 
Print? 
New Soft Room 
In a world overrun by the image-based 
consumption of architecture, where 
text has been pushed into the margins 
between glossy pics, why is it important 
for the AA’s student publications to 
be physical? How have 21st century 
technologies changed the value of the 
printed word, and how can the role of 
Fulcrum (the AA’s free weekly) respond?
We explore these issues and more with 
our panel of young architectural editors, 
writers and theorists. All are welcome.

Friday 21 September

Thames Boat Trip and Bedford 
Square Picnic

8.30 Thames Boat Trip
Westminster Pier
A journey from Westminster Pier to 
the Millennium Dome at Greenwich, 
followed by a picnic in Bedford Square 
(open to all students). Benny O’Looney 
and Hugo Hinsley provide commentary. 
The boat will leave at 9.00 sharp, 
returning for 12.00.  
Nearest underground station 
Westminster. Please be on time – the 
boat will not wait for you!

13.00 Director’s Introduction 
Lecture Hall
Brett Steele will introduce the AA 
School to all new students.

14.00–17.00 Picnic
Bedford Square
All are welcome

19.00 AAIS, ‘Angles of Incidence’ 
and Student Forum Party 
The White Building, Unit 7, Queen’s 
Yard, 43 White Post Lane, London,  
E9 5EN
Meet outside 36 Bedford Square.
‘Angles of Incidence’ marks the 
final installation of a yearlong event 
series designed and produced 
by the Architectural Association’s 
Interprofessional Studio (AAIS). This 
event will manifest as an audio visual 
installation at The White Building in 
Hackney, which was recently completed 
by David Kohn Architects. The Student 
Forum will host live music and drinks  
at the event.



AA Members can access a black and 
white and/or larger print version of 
Events List by going to the AA website 
at aaschool.ac.uk. For the audio  
infoline, please call 020 7887 4111. 
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Charity No. 311083. Company Limited by 
Guarantee. Registered in England No. 171402. 
Registered Office as above. 

Suggested Events

As it is not possible to sign up for all  
of the organised events on this list, here 
are a few suggestions of our own for the 
coming week. We highly recommend 
you visit as many of these as possible!

London Design Festival
www.londondesignfestival.com

Open House London, 22 & 23 
September
Annual opportunity to see inside many 
of London’s most remarkable buildings.
www.londonopenhouse.org

London Architecture Diary
A great resource for architecture events 
across London.
www.londonarchitecturediary.com

Southbank Centre
Exhibition: Festival of the World
www.southbankcentre.co.uk

Design Museum 
Exhibition: Designers in Residence 
designmuseum.org

Barbican Art Gallery
Exhibition: Everything Was Moving: 
Photography from the 60s and 70s
www.barbican.org.uk

Whitechapel Gallery
Contemporary art gallery
www.whitechapelgallery.org

RIBA
RIBA features a variety of exhibitions. 
This is also an opportunity to visit the 
unrivalled collections at the RIBA library 
(student photo ID required). 
www.architecture.com

South London Gallery 
Contemporary art gallery
www.southlondongallery.org

Useful Guides to London 
Architectural Projects

London’s Contemporary Architecture: 
An Explorer’s Guide 
Allinson, Ken (5th Ed) (2006). 
Architectural Press, London.
 
London – A Guide to recent Architecture 
Hardingham, S (1995) Ellipsis, London 

A Guide to the Architecture of London 
Jones, E & Woodward, C (4th Ed.) 
(2009) Weidenfeld & Nicholson, London

London – more by fortune than design  
Hebbert, M (1998) Wiley, London


