
The Inside and the Outside

AA, Intermediate Two, 2016-17



Our site for this year: the Genoa Psychiatric Hospital



Arcades of the Genoa Psychiatric Hospital



Sophia Alami, Bathhouse in Ronchamp (Inter 2, 2015-16)

If we throw a crystal on the floor, it breaks, but not into haphazard 
pieces. It comes apart along its lines of cleavage into fragments 

whose boundaries, though they were invisible, were predetermined 
by the crystal’s structure. Mental patients are split and broken 

structures of the same kind. 

(Sigmund Freud, ‘Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis’)

Architects and psychoanalysts share the difficult task of providing last-
ing and solid wellbeing for humankind. This year Intermediate Two will 
delve deep into this challenge to address a nineteenth-century psychi-
atric hospital in Genoa, Italy. Similar to last year, we will work with a 
real client – Comune di Genova, a governing body that has asked the 
unit to transform this historically charged structure into a new urban 
complex to include a library, housing and a garden.

We will draw inspiration from the site’s intriguing physical arrange-
ment – a grid of nine neoclassical square-shaped buildings organised 
around courtyards, complemented by a semi-hexagonal addition dat-
ing from the 1930s – as well as the stories of what took place inside. 
We will look at the history of the psychiatric institution, paying particu-
lar attention to the role its role in defining contemporary subjectivity 
while also investigating the wider context of Genoa: its beautiful archi-
tectural landmarks, its unassuming yet charismatic craft and design 
traditions, and the precociously cosmopolitan inclinations that con-
tinue to shape the region. We will also continue to use model making, 
prototyping and different drawing techniques as design tools for ma-
terial experimentation. Influenced by the so-called ‘split and broken 
structures’ who lived on our site long before us, we will use fantasy 
and charm to transform our world and our lives.



Intermediate Two, 2015-16



Joe Yu, Fog and glare 
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Marion Delaporte, Ronchamp funicular



Simonpietro Salini, Bitter tower 



Raya Shaban, Arabian nights site map 



Ryan Chiu, Le Corbusier the minotaur



Simonpietro Salini, Flavours of Ronchamp





Joe Yu, Ronchamp’s glare







Carolin Bongartz, Ronchamp as dreamwork



Main Inspirations 2016-17



Leonora Carrington’s paintings



(Lancelot) Capability Brown, Bowood house



Anouska Hempel’s Gardens and Andree Putman’s Hotel Im Wassertum



Gunnar Asplund, Stockholm public library



Franco Albini, Staircase for Rinascente



Alvaro Siza, Evora housing scheme



Field Trip



We will travel during the first Open Week, from Friday 28 October to Sat-
urday 5 November. We will first visit Genoa, to get to know our site and 
the local culture. We will visit neighbooring villages in Liguria as well as 
have guided insights to landmarks such as Franco Albini’s Palazzo Rosso.

Then we will head to the area of Lombardy, where we will visit classics 
such as Leon Battista Alberti’s Sant’Andrea Church, Andrea Mantegna’s 
Casa del Mantegna (both in Mantua), as well as the controversial Vittori-
ale degli italiani at the Garda Lake, by poet Gabriele d’Annunzio. We will 
also get to know more exclusive spots in the area, such as the towns of 
Valeggio sul Mincio and Castiglione delle Stivere; and, finally, we will visit 
the building site of a new villa by Sicilian architect Antonino Cardillo, who 
will also be our local guide.



Andrea Mantegna, Casa del Mantegna





Technical Studies

Poetic Ecologies



Volcanic vineyards in Lanzarote, Spain



The Pritzker Prize architect Wang Shu makes extensive 
use of reclaimed/recycled materials in his buildings

One of the greatest challenges for architects 
in the present and future is to develop strat-
egies to deal with environmental problems.
While many architects in the world today 
are  gathering efforts to tackle these issues, 
it is still very rare to find solutions that com-
bine efficiency with originality and poetry. In 
most cases what we see is that the environ-
mental solution comes as an ‘after thought’ 
in relation to the overall design process; an 
add-on rather than an integrated response. 
Our focus for ts this year will be to investi-
gate alternatives for environmental issues 
that combine good performance with aes-
thetic excellence. Areas of research will in-
clude engineering ceramic as a potential 
substitute for photovoltaic solar pannels, 
designing site-specific wind turbines, in-
venting new materials dealing with the pro-
cessing of waste. We will be influenced by 
vernacular processes, product design and 
other relevant disciplines. We will be work-
ing with ‘ts option one’ (early submission). 



Timetable



Term One 

Library/Housing

Tuesday 4 October 
Introduction to the Unit 
Seminar One: ‘Library of Babel, Part One’

Friday 7 October
Seminar Two: ‘Library of Babel, Part Two’

Tuesday 11 October and Friday 14 October
Tutorials

Tuesday 18 October
Seminar Two: ‘Case Studies’ at the AA Cinema

Friday 21 October
Tutorials 

Tuesday 25 October
Seminar Three: ‘Site Survey, Part One’ at the AA Cinema

Friday 28 October to Saturday 5 November
Field Trip

Tuesday 8 November
Seminar Three: ‘Site Survey, Part Two’ at the AA Cinema

Friday 11, Tuesday 15, Friday 18 November
Tutorials
Introduction to ts

Tuesday 22 November
Pin up session: Preliminary Studies for Library/Housing

Friday 25, Tuesday 29 November, Friday 2, Tuesday 6, Friday 9 December
Tutorials

Tuesday 13 December
Jury, Proposals Library/Housing

Friday 16 December
Tutorials

Term Two 

Garden

Tuesday 10 January 
Seminar Four: ‘Gardens, Case Studies’ at the AA Cinema

Friday 13, Tuesday 17, Friday 20, Tuesday 24 January
Tuesday 1 and Friday 3 February
Tutorials

Tuesday 7 and Friday 10 February
Open Week (no tutorials)

Tuesday 14 February
Tutorials
ts Interim Jury

Friday 17, Tuesday 21, Friday 24, Tuesday 28 February, Friday 3 March
Tutorials

Tuesday 7 March
ts Final Submission
Tutorials

Friday 10 March
Jury

Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 March
2nd Year Previews

Friday 17 March
Tutorials

Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 March
3rd Year Previews

Friday 24 March
Tutorials



Genoa Psychiatric Hospital, Interior

Term Three 

Interior

Tuesday 25 April 
Seminar Five: ‘Interiors, Case Studies’ at the AA Cinema

Friday 28 April, Tuesday 2, Friday 5, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May
Tutorials

Tuesday 16 May
Jury

Friday 19, Tuesday 23, Friday 26,  Tuesday 30 May, Friday 2 June
Tutorials

Monday 5 and Tuesday 6 June
2nd Year End of Year Reviews

Monday 12 and Tuesday 13 June
Intermediate (Part One) Final Check

Tuesday 20 June
External Examiners: AA Intermediate Examination ARB/Riba Part One

Friday 23 June
Opening of End of Year Exhibition



Seminars & Workshops



Seminar One 

Library of Babel

The universe (which others call the Library) is composed of an indefinite, perhaps infinite number 
of hexagonal galleries. In the center of each gallery is a ventilation shaft, bounded by a low rail-
ing. From any hexagon one can see the floors above and below – one after another, endlessly. The 
arrangement of the galleries is always the same: Twenty bookshelves, five to each side, line four of 
the hexagon’s six sides; the height of the bookshelves, floor to ceiling, is hardly greater than the 
height of a normal librarian. One of the hexagon’s free sides opens onto a narrow sort of vestibule, 
which in turn opens onto another gallery, identical to the first – identical in fact to all. To the left 
and right of the vestibule are two tiny compartments. One is for sleeping, upright; the other, for 
satisfying one’s physical necessities. Through this space, too, there passes a spiral staircase, which 
winds upward and downward into the remotest distance. In the vestibule ther is a mirror, which 
faithfully duplicates appearances ... Light is provided by certain spherical fruits that bear the 
name ‘bulbs’.

Jorge Luis Borges, Fictions

Part One, Touch of Madness

1. Think of a dream you had or an episode of your life which you would consider to be ‘mad’ in 
some way. Alternatively, you may borrow a story or dream from Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams 
(or from another book in our list).
2. What are the colours your dream/story evokes? Textures? Images? Can you compare it to a 
painting, sculpture or film you’ve seen? 
3. Prepare a presentation to share with the group.

Part Two, Babel

1. Model the library described in the quote above in scale 1/500 or 1/250; and a chosen corner/
detail in scale 1/50 or 1/25.
2. Model the lighting detail in scale 1/10 or 1/5.

Seminar Two 

Case Studies

In groups of three study two of the projects listed below (or something of your choice with a simi-
lar theme) and prepare a presentation to share with the group. The presentation should include 
architectural drawings such as plans, sections, elevations, details, as well as photographs.

1. Stockholm Public Library (Gunnar Asplund)
2. Evora Housing Scheme (Alvaro Siza)
3. Birmingham Library (Mecanoo)
4. Wozoco Housing (MVRDV)
5. Berlin State Library (Hans Scharoun)

Superimpose one of these schemes into your models from the previous seminar to create a 
housing complex or library.



Seminar Three 

Site Survey

Part One

1. In groups of three, organise all the material you received from the site into a coherent whole. 
What are the main accesses? Can you locate where the photographs are taken from?
2. Find a way to present your site. There are books in our shelves that talk about the history/sto-
ries of the psychiatric hospital. You are required to entwine this wider discourse to your presen-
tation. 

Part Two

1. Update your survey adding the information you collected on site (including the guided visits to 
landmarks in Italy and other relevant historical information).
2. Choose a part of the site you want to work with and model it at an appropriate scale. You may 
share a model with other students if you are interested in working in the same area. 
3. Superimpose all the information from the previous seminars to your site. This should give you 
the preliminary version of your scheme.

Seminar Four

Gardens, Case Studies

In groups of three study two of the projects listed below (or something of your choice with a simi-
lar theme) and prepare a presentation to share with the group. The presentation should include 
architectural drawings such as plans, sections, elevations, details, as well as photographs.

1. Bowood House (Capability Brown)
2. Versailles (Louis Le Vau, Charles Le Brun, André Le Nôtre)
3. Stourhead (Colen Campbell)
4. Gardens by Anouska Hempel
5. La Vilette (Bernard Tschumi)



Genoa Psychiatric Hospital, Garden

Seminar Five

Interiors, Case Studies

In groups of three study two of the projects listed below (or something of your choice with a simi-
lar theme) and prepare a presentation to share with the group. The presentation should include 
architectural drawings such as plans, sections, elevations, details, as well as photographs.

1. Saarinen House (Eliel Saarinen)
2. Villa Malcontenta (Andrea Palladio)
3. Maison de Verre (Pierre Charreau)
4. Palazzo Rosso (Franco Albini)
5. Paimio Sanatorium (Alvar Aalto)
6. Steinhof (Otto Wagner)



Workshops

The Intermediate Two workshops are tailored to help you gain confidence with working with 
your hands and employing intuition to explore new frontiers in design and in communicating 
your ideas. They have the duration of one or two days and sometimes take place on weekends. 
No previous experience is required. You are requested to continue to experiment with the skills 
learnt in the workshops throughout the year.
 
Life Drawing, with Francesca Corra. This workshop will take place in Term One, date tbc

3D Machine Knitting – to help you create gracious and tactile architectural forms, with 
Asakala Geraghty. This workshop will take place in Term One, date tbc

Modelling with Clay and Ceramic, with Patricia Mato-Mora. This workshop will take place in 
Term Two, date tbc



Readings



Susan Aberth, Leonora Carrington (London, Lund Humphries, 2010)
Jorge Luis Borges, Fictions (London, Penguin, 1994)
Leonora Carrington, The Hearing Trumpet (London, Penguin, 2005)
Leonora Carrington, Down Below (New York Review of Books, 2017)
Georges Didi-Huberman, The Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the 
Iconography of the Salpêtrière (Cambridge and London, MIT, 2003)
Norbert Elias, The Civilizing Process (London, Blackwell, 1994)
Michel Foucault, Madness and Civilization: a history of insanity in the 
age of reason (London, Vintage, 2006)
Sigmund Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams (London, 
Wordsworth, 1997)
Sharon Kivland, L’Esprit d’Escalier (York, Information as 
Material, 2007)
Pablo Neruda, Love Poems (New York, New Directions, 2008)
Cosimo Schinaia, Psychoanalysis and Architecture: the inside and the 
outside (London, Karnac, 2016)
Esther Sternberg, Healing Spaces: the science of place and well-be-
ing (Cambridge and London, Harvard, 2009)


