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INTERMEDIATE UNIT 8 

Politics of Fabrication II  

Challenging political expression in Little Havana, Miami 

ABSTRACT Inter 8 continues exploring the politics of today from its most basic manifestations in the city, 
experimenting with new scenarios of political expression in intentionally polemical locations. In 
today’s cities, where tourists and natives, immigrants and citizens, temporary and life-long residents 
live side by side, the traditional meaning of politics has changed. As a consequence, political 
representation does not seem to depend as much on constituencies, but on direct, voluntary and 
unbinding associations among people who assert their presence in the public arena. The unit posits 
the possibility of redefining the political expression of the multitude as the making visible of the 
relationship between everyday activities in public and the particular material constructions which 
articulate them. It is the physical and public articulation of these individual everyday activities what 
gives them political value.  
 
This year the unit will be working on the Versailles Restaurant in the Calle Ocho (SW 8 St.) of Little 
Havana, Miami. This has been the epicentre of the political expression of Cuban exiles in the United 
States since 1971, and manifests within its walls the invisible barriers that lie between Cuba and the 
US. Students will analyse this building and the small public space in front of it as comprising invisible 
socio-political barriers into the city. In doing so the Unit will also explore the socio-cultural milieu in 
which these are inscribed in order to redefine them within a sophisticated understanding of politics 
today.  
 
The year will begin with two small workshops in which students are introduced to the political 
implications of architectural elements that are used or seen in everyday life, such as the AA door 
entrance or the US embassy perimeter in London. These architectural elements articulate the 
relationship among different groups, such as Londoners and international students, or between 
Britons and Americans, implying physical boundaries and articulations in relation to a common 
everyday practice.  
 
Following this initial conceptual development, students are expected to present their own critical 
arguments on the material articulation of the changing associations of individuals within the public 
realm. After our site visit to Little Havana, each student will propose a more specific urban strategy for 
the site compounded of architectural systems able to articulate Cuban exiles and Latinos´ 
associations with the rest of the city. Working across the different phases of design, students will test 
the formal, programmatic, atmospheric and constructive organisation of their design proposals in 
relation to their arguments. Projects will address construction methods able to be fabricated by the 
collective, relating the political expression of the multitude with the fabrication level. 

 

 
Calle Ocho (SW 8 St.), Miami, Florida, US 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Versailles Restaurant, Calle Ocho, Miami. 
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STUDENTS´  WORK 
 Inter Unit 8 believes that the work of an architect is fundamentally intellectual.  This does not mean that 

architects could not need to master certain techniques in order articulate their own ideas properly, but that these 
techniques have to be subordinated to intellectual and conceptual preoccupations which guide them. Following 
this principle, Inter Unit proposes students to define compelling socio-political arguments able to give certain 
guidance to their work throughout different stages of design. Students are expected to work individually, and to 
create consistent portfolios supported on rigorous social, cultural, urban, spatial and material investigations. A 
prolific production of drawings, images, texts and physical tests is encouraged, but only in relation to a precise 
and sophisticate argument construction of their work. The coherence of the proposals will lie on the ability to 
keep the intellectual tension from more general ideas about alternative social associations to construction details.  
 
The work in the unit will be phased according to a learning process of different tools and skills to enable students 
to acquire a complex understanding of the mediation between socio-politics and architecture through material 
manipulation. The first stages of design will be delivered in two small workshops  structured both by scales (a 
door, an envelope, a building, a square, a city) and by issues (political concepts as related to architecture, tools 
and means of representation, material performance and fabrication). Furthermore, these workshops will include 
instrumental seminars related to the ideas developed within the unit.  
 
In subsequent design stages, students will be expected to develop a range of specific proposals for the 
Versailles Restaurant, in Calle Ocho, the political centre of Cuban exiles in Little Havana. Students will 
interrogate their proposals according to different concepts and requirements, including those registered during 
the field trip to Miami in December 2010. The last term is exclusively devoted to construction development. 
Students should show consistency in relating theoretical and political enquiries with their construction solutions.  

 
Portfolio : Urban Agriculture in Havana 

Max Hacke (3rd year) 

 
Material Organization proposal : Dancing Pavilions  

Lyza Rudyk (2nd Year) 
 

� 
Mock-up : Kinetic Structure for Bus Stops, 

SCHEDULE 

 Tutorials : Tuesdays from 10am to 1pm 
                                               3pm to 6pm 
Tutorials & Pinups :     Fridays  from 10am to 7pm 
 
Any change on this schedule will be announced one week in advance.  
Blog: http://interunit8pf2.blogspot.com/                                        

UNIT TUTORS 
 Francisco Gonzalez de Canales  studied architecture at ETSA Seville, ETSA Barcelona and Harvard University, and worked 

for Foster + Partners and Rafael Moneo before establishing Canales & Lombardero. An active architectural critic, he has 
previously lectured in England, Mexico, Spain and the USA, collaborated and worked in different architectural publications, and 
is currently the AACP coordinator. He has recently completed his PhD on the radical domestic self-experimentations of the 
1940s and 1950s. francisco.gonzalezdecanales@aaschool.ac.uk 
Nuria Alvarez Lombardero  studied architecture at ETSA Madrid and the Housing and Urbanism MA at the AA. She has 
worked for Machado & Silvetti in Boston, and is part of the editorial board of Neutra magazine. She has co-directed Canales & 
Lombardero since 2003 and has lectured at the University of Seville, Alcalá de Henares, Barcelona (UPC) and Catholic 
University of Leuven, and worked as a researcher at Harvard University, the University of Cambridge and the AA. She is 
currently finalising her PhD on the dissolution of boundaries traced by modern urban planning. 
nuria.lombardero@aaschool.ac.uk 
Both Nuria and Francisco are the directors of Politics of Fabrication Lab AA Summer School that this year will stop in the 
University of Valparaiso, Chile. 
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Gary Dupont (3rd year) 
TERM 1 
 W1 Introduction and Interviews with students  

Brief 1 
 
REASSESSING THE 
IMMEDIATE 
Based on student´s 
everyday life in London, 
two small workshops will 
reassess the relation 
between the individual and 
the collective in the city. 
The aim of these two 
exercises will be to 
dismantle previous 
assumptions in order to 
reconsider the relation 
between architecture and 
politics in everyday, 
seemingly banal 
situations.  
(3 weeks – Conceptual 
Level)  

W2  

04-08 
Oct 
 

Immediate Governance: Windows, doors, and transits 
This first workshop questions the Architectural Association main entrance, an 
architectural element that separates the Association from the rest of the city. This 
everyday used door and its contiguous space has been assumed as a banal 
situation for all its users. However this strategically location, as transition between 
London context to the architectural environment, has been designed for multiple 
strategies to approach AA to visitors: posters, screens, seats, flyers, stages, etc.  
 
Symposium  “In Context: Alternative Initiatives” RIBA (8th October) 
 
Seminar “Reassessing the immediate: Doors” by Francisco Gonzalez de Canales. 
 
Suggested Readings 
Robin Evans, “Figures, Doors and Passages” in Translations from drawings to building and 
other essays, London: AA Publications, 1997, pp. 55-91. 
Hannah Arendt, “Introduction into politics”, in The Promise of Politics, Schoken Books: New 
York 2005, pp. 93-200. 
Paolo Virno, A Grammar of the Multitude: For an Analysis of Contemporary Forms of Life, 
Nueva York: Semiotext[e], 2005 

 
 

 
Correspondence  in the Student´s Forum Door 

Max Hacke (3rd year) 

W3   

W4 

11-22 
Oct 

Mediated Governance: Representation, transgression,  and re-appropriation 
This second workshop focuses on the skin of US embassy in London. This 
envelope can be considered as the most insurmountable barrier of the city, 
especially after the 9/11 terrorist attack. As the unit will proceed to this embassy to 
obtain visas for the trip it will be an opportunity to reconsider the borders between 
nations imbedded in international cities, such as London.  
 
Seminars “Reassessing the Immediate: Windows” by Francisco Gonzalez de Canales 
  “Embassies: A New Paradigm for Urban Paranoia” by Marco Ferrari (Salottobuono) 
 
Suggested Readings 
Bruno Reichlin, “The Pros and Cons of the Horizontal Window: The Perret-Le Corbusier 
Controversy”, Daidalos 13, 1984, pp. 65-78. 
Hannah Arendt, “The Public and the Private Realm”, in The Human Condition, Chicago: 
Chicago University Press, 1998, pp.22-78 
Tiqqun, Introduction to Civil War, Los Angeles: Semiotext(e), 2010 
 
 

 
 

    
Exchange  in the Director´s Office wall 

Gary Dupont (3rd Year) 
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Brief 2 
 

 
REASSESSING 
DISCIPLINARY TOOLS  
These four weeks engage 
students in reconsidering 
architectural means of 
representation in relation 
to politics. They will serve 
as to construct the first 
schematic designs in Little 
Havana. La Habana. (4 
Weeks- Analysis & 
Research)  
 

W5  

25-29 
Oct 
 

Finding Out About Urban Cultures: Ways of Living 
In this initial approach to our site, students will start exploring Miami urban culture. 
This first research will be divided in two. First, a detailed investigation about the 
different cultural customs and the spatial characteristics where they take place. 
Second, a reflection on how citizens´ everyday life activities construct politics in this 
multicultural city. 
 
Seminar “Public Space and Politics” by Nuria Álvarez Lombardero 
 
Suggested Readings 
Mary McLeod, “Everyday and “other” spaces” in Architecture and Feminism, Princeton 
Architectural Press, 1996, pp.1-37.  
Michael De Certeau: The practice of Everyday Life, University of California Press, Berkeley, 
California, 1984. 
Henri Lefebvre: Critique of Everyday Life, London: Verso, 1991. 
OPEN JURY – Friday 5th of November – 2009-2010 Port folios 

 

 
Forms of Sharing  in Cuban Dancings 

Lyza Rudyk (2nd Year) 

W6 

01-05 
Nov 
 

Spatial-architectonic systems 
A non contextual second stage will investigate different examples of associative 
spaces in cities, carefully differentiating terms such as community and association 
in relation to the construction of contemporary politics. Afterwards these examples 
will be analyzed in terms of Privacy/publicity, Permeability and Mobility.  
 
Suggested Readings 
Bernard Tschumi, Manhattan transcripts, London: Academy Editions, 1994. 
Rem Koolhaas, S, M, L, XL, New York: Monacelli Press, 1995 
Zygmunt Bauman Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World, Cambridge: Polity, 2001  

 
Analysis of Saishunkan Seiyaku Women's Dormitory by 

Kazuyo Sejima 

W7 

08-12 
Nov 
 
 

Material Organizations 
This third stage will provide an initial level of knowledge about material 
organizations to build the different political arguments for the end of the term. A 
research catalogue for the unit members will be assembled by a collection of 
drawings, pictures and models understanding Latin-American traditions on building 
constructions and latest material experimentations.  
 
References Vaparaiso School, Ciudad Abierta; Eladio Dieste; Ricardo Porro, Garati, 
Gottardi, National Schools of Arts, Havana, Cuba; Max Borges 
 

 
Studies on Cadela´s double curvature concrete structures  

Atta Yousefi (3rd Year) 
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Brief 3 
 

 
BUILDING A POLITICAL 
ARGUMENT 
After intensively working 
throughout the term on 
understanding the 
relationship between 
politics of space as 
defined by architecture 
students will be asked to 
define their own design 
proposals. They should 
combine previous socio-
cultural, spatial and 
material investigations and 
analysis. (4 weeks – 
Schematic Proposals)  

W8 
15-19 
Nov 
 

Exploring the Site  
The week will start with a collection of information about the specific site of Cafe 
Versailles in Little Havana, after students should be able to critic the role of the 
building and its residual open space in relation to the whole Miami. First workshops 
on the door and the envelope will be useful to construct new ideas for this 
controversial “political” space.  
 
Seminar On site: Little Havana, Miami by Edgar Gonzalez (Brisac Gonzalez Architects) 
 
Suggested Readings 
Erik Swyngedouw, “The zero-ground of politics: musings on the post-political city”, in New 
Geographies no. 1, pp. 52-61 
Bruno Latour, Reassembling the social, An Introduction to Actor-Network Theory, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2005. 

 

 
Dynamics of Control  in Plaza de la Revolucion 

Atta Yousefi (3rd Year) 

W9 

W10 
22-01 
Dec 

Socio-spatial construction of political space 
After questioning the role of the Cafe Versailles the students should prepare their schematic proposals on the site based on their 
previous investigations and analysis of socio-cultural, spatial and material investigations.  
 
Suggested Readings 
Craig Calhoun, Habermas and the public sphere, Cambridge, Mass., MIT Press, 1992 
Edward Soja: Thirdspace, Oxford: Blackwell, 1989. 
Henri Lefebvre: The Production of Space, Oxford England and Cambridge Mass.: Basil Blackwell, 1991. 
Pre-Jury (tbc) - First Proposals Presentation 

W11 
02-10 
Dec 

UNIT TRIP TO MIAMI, US 

Suggested Movies Brian de Palma, Scarface, 1983; Fernando Trueba, Too much, 1995; Oliver Stone, Any Given Sunday, 1999; John 
Singleton, 2 Fast 2 Furious, 2003; CSI: Miami, 2006-10; Billy Corben, Cocaine Cowboys, 2006. 
Readings about Site 
Heike Alberts, “The Multiple Transformations of Miami,” in Smith, Heather and Owen Furuseth, eds. Latinos in the New South: Transformations 
of Place, Ashgate, 2006, 135-151. 
Thomas D. Boswell and James R. Curtis, The Cuban-American Experience: Culture, Images, and Perspectives. Totawa, New Jersey: Rowman 
and Allanheld, 1983. 
David Rieff, The Exile: Cuba in the Heart of Miami. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1993. 
Alejandro Portes and Alex Stepick, City on the Edge: The Transformation of Miami. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993. 
Maria Cristina Garcia, Havana USA: Cuban Exiles and Cuban Americans in South Florida, 1959-1994. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
http://www.archivosdearquitecturantillana.com/revista/32/aaa32.html 

W12 

13-17 
Dec 

Schematic Proposals.  
END OF THE TERM JURY (tbc)  
After the end of the term Jury there would be a reassessment of the work done and end of the term revision of portfolios .  
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TERM 2 

Brief 4  
 

 
QUESTIONING DESIGNS 
After their initial proposal 
students will initiate a 
systematic questioning of 
their designs. The work 
developed will be part of 
their final portfolios. 
 (6 weeks - Architectural 
Definition) 

 

W1  
10-14 
Jan 

Revision of Arguments and Portfolios 
During the first week, initial arguments and work completed during the first term will be revised by tutors.  
A portfolio A4 with unit trip documentation and a Manifesto of 200 words maximum should be submitted. 

W2 

17-21 
Jan 
 

Change and Growth 
The degree of flexibility of the schematic proposal to change over time and its 
capacity of growth or decrease through different scales. 
Tutorials/Workshop  of software to represent dynamics through drawing 
animation.(tbc W2-W3)  
 
References 
Alvaro Siza, Quinta de Malagueira  
Alejandro Aravena, Concurso Elemental  
  

Agricultural Patterns of Expansion and Redistribution 
Max Hacke (3rd Year) 

W3 
24-28 
Jan 

Scales of Association 
The associative dynamics created by first term schematic designs proposals will be 
tested in the actual everyday life activities at the Little Havana neighbourhood and 
Miami city scales. 
 
Suggested Readings 
Margaret CRAWFORD, John CHASE and John KALISKI: Everyday Urbanism, University of 
Michigan, Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning, 2005. 
Bruno Latour, Making the things Public, Atmospheres of Democracy, Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press. 
Richard Sennett, Fall of the Public Man, London: Faber, 1986. 
 

 
Dyamics in Organoponicos Fields at Plaza de la Revolucion 

Max Hacke (3rd Year) 

W4 

31-04 
Feb 

Programme 
A deeper exploration of programmatic issues and their capability to activate space.  
 
Suggested Readings 
Bernard Tschumi, “Program”, in Architecture and Disjunction, Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press, 1994. pp. 99-168  
Kim Dovey and Scott Dickson, “Architecture and Freedom? Programmatic 
Innovation in the Work of Koolhaas/OMA”, Journal of Architectural Education, ACSA 
(2000), pp. 5-13. 

 
Possible arrangement of programs 

Merve Anil (2nd year) 
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W5 
07-11 
Feb 

Interaction  
The ability of designs to work as interfaces that can draw upon individual 
participation is a recurrent interest in contemporary society. Students will explore 
this dimension in their designs through performative diagrams. 
 
Suggested Readings 
Lucy Bullivant(ed.), 4dsocial: Interactive Design Environments, AD Magazine, Academy 
Press, 2007. 
Rudolf FRIELING, Art of participation: 1950 to now, London, Thames and Hudson, 2008  

References 
Rafael Lozano, Body Movies, Rotterdam, 2001. 
Ecosistema Urbano, Boulevard de Vallecas,2006 

 
Architecture of Flexibility and Adjustment 

Max Hacke (3rd Year) 

 W6 
14-18 
Feb 
 

Associative Construction Processes 
Students should define the construction system, materiality, agents involved in the 
construction.  
 
Suggested Readings 
Branko Koralevic & Kevin Klinger, Manufacturing Material Effects: Rethinking Design and 
Making in Architecture, Routelidge, 2008.  
Blundell Jones, Peter, Architecture and participation. London: Routledge, 2005  
Markus Miessen and Shumon Basar (eds), Did Someone Say Participate? An Atlas of Spatial 
Practice, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
  

Self-constructible structures 
Max Hacke (3rd Year) 

Brief 5 
 

 
FABRICATION 
The second half of the 
term will explore specific 
material dimension. This 
material exploration will 
rely largely upon physical 
models, although 2D and 
3D construction drawings 
will also be required and 
completed during the next 
term.  
(5 weeks)   

W7  

W8 

21-04 
Mar 

Fabrication I 
Students should construct a detailed model 1/50 of their designs accompanied with 
drawings at the same scale. A seminar on structures will help them to develop those 
construction documents. 
 
Seminar on Structures by Margarita Cámara and Victor Compan  
 
TS3 INTERIM JURY WEEK  
3rd year students should present their TS3 projects to tutors.  
2nd year should finish their models started last week.  

 
Screen mechanism for Bus Stop design 

Gary Dupont (3rd Year) 
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  W9 

W10 

07-18 
Mar 
 
  

Fabrication II 
Construct a 1/5 to1/1 mock-up of their designs. 
 
Suggested Readings 
Fabio Gramazio, Matthias Kohler, Digital Materiality in Architecture, Lars Müller Publishers, 
2008 
TS3 FINAL SUBMISSION 
 
PRE-JURY (tbc)- First Proposals Presentation  

     

Umbrella to collect water and a Portico structure 
Max Hacke (3rd Year) & Atta Yousefi (3rd Year) 

W11 

21-25 
Mar 

END OF THE TERM JURY (tbc) 
After the end of the term Jury there would be a reassessment of the work done and end of the term revision of portfolios . 

 W12 
28-01 
Apr 

INTERMEDIATE PREVIEWS/PART 1 – 29-30TH OF MARCH 

 

TERM 3 
 
FINALIZING FOR 
REVIEWS 
Students will finalize their 
drawings and mock–ups. 
Portfolios will include the 
work produced throughout 
the entire year and will be 
organized according to the 
conceptual arguments 
discussed during the 
course. (4weeks)  

W1  
26-29 
Apr 

Revision of Arguments and Portfolios 
During the first week, initial arguments and work completed during the second term 
will be revised by tutors. Layout for the Portfolio should be defined with a printed 
test and models finished for Final Jury.  
TS3 High Pass Submission 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sections through Plaza de la Revolucion 

Lyza Rudyk (2nd year) & Atta Yousefi (3rd Year) 

W2 

03-06 
May 

Revision of Designs 
The intermediate final Jury will be the last opportunity to present whole year work 
before the tables.  
TS3 Referral Panel 
INTERMEDIATE FINAL JURY (tbc) 

W3 

W4 
09-20 
May 

Complete Portfolios 
Those documents missing in the portfolios should be produced for the End of the 
Year reviews. 

W5 

W6 

23-03 
Jun  

2ND YEAR END OF THE TERM REVIEWS-Monday 23rd May 
INTERMEDIATE PART 1 FINAL CHECK-Tuesday 31st and We dnesday 1st Jun 
 

W7 

W8 

06-17 
Jun 

AA Intermediate Examination RIBA ARB – Tuesday 14th  June 
Opening of the exhibition 


