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AA Publications is one of the world’s leading architectural 
publishers, known for releasing titles that explore developments 
in architecture, engineering, landscape and urbanism,  
as well as the fields that touch on them – philosophy, history, 
art and photography. Established as a means of examining 
influential contemporary projects and opening up ideas  
to debate, AA Publications has a long tradition of publishing 
architects, artists and theorists early in their careers.  
The 2017 – 18 editorial programme includes the launch of a 
dozen titles by architects, artists, AA tutors and students.  
New releases include AA Women in Architecture 1917 – 2017, 
published to mark the centenary of female students at  
the AA; two additions to the AA’s Words series of books  
(by Anthony Vidler and Ernesto Rogers); profiles of the AA’s 
unit and programme work; an anthology of postwar Japanese 
architecture, An Anatomy of Influence by Thomas Daniell;  
a new edition of Translations from Drawing to Building by 
Robin Evans; and two new issues of AA Files, the AA’s house 
journal which has been published in one form or another  
since the school’s founding in the mid-nineteenth century.

AA Publications can be purchased in bookshops around the 
world, online at aabookshop.net or at the AA’s own specialist 
AA Bookshop, located at 32 Bedford Square.

www.aaschool.ac.uk/publications www.aabookshop.net



FORTHCOMING TITLES

AA FILES 75
 AA Files 75 features essays by Ross 
Anderson on Adolphe Appia, Claire Zimmerman 
on Albert Kahn, Salomon Frausto on Theo 
Crosby, Adriano Aymonino on Robert Adam, 
Victor Plahte Tschudi on Piranesi, Joanna 
Merwood-Salisbury on Helmut Jahn, Freya 
Wigzell on Paul Rudolph and a conversation 
between Thomas Daniell and Japanese 
architect Shin Takamatsu. 
December 2017
172 pp, col & b / w ills
297 × 245 mm
ISSN 0261 6823
978-1-907896-94-1
£ 15

AA FILES 76
 AA Files 76 features essays by Rye 
Holmboe on Sol LeWitt, Cesare Birignani on 
Auguste Choisy, Javier Castañon on Emilio 
Pérez Piñero, Matthew Critchley on Anthony 
Blunt, a constellation of oral histories on the 
design teaching of architect James Gowan 
and a conversation between Martino Stierli 
and Emilio Ambasz. 
June 2018
172 pp, col & b / w ills
297 × 245 mm
ISSN 0261 6823
978-1-907896-95-8
£ 15

AN ANATOMY OF INFLUENCE
Thomas Daniell
 Through a combination of interviews, 
essays, new translations and previously 
unpublished archival and family images,  
An Anatomy of Influence presents a 
panoramic and detailed overview of postwar 
Japanese architecture, tracing the evolution 
of spatial, aesthetic and behavioural concepts 
over the postwar period. Focused on texts  
as much as buildings, the book elucidates the 
theory and practice of 12 significant 
architects by situating them within a wider 
cultural context of art, technology, literature 
and politics. 
February 2018
c 256pp, col & b / w ills
978-1-907896-96-5
£40

Architecture Words 10
SECOND-BEST UTOPIA:  
ESSAYS IN UTOPICS
Anthony Vidler
 Developed from a series of seminars at  
the Architectural Association, this latest 
instalment of the Architecture Words series 
presents four extended essays in ‘utopics’ 
that derive from the work and writings of  
four of its principle promoters: Plato, Thomas 
More, Claude Nicolas Ledoux and Charles 

Fourier. Taken together, they suggest not  
so much a descriptive history of utopia as a 
number of questions that have emerged 
throughout history when utopian thought,  
as derived from literary and philosophical 
genres, has been adopted by architects  
and urban designers. 
March 2018
B / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback 
978-1-907896-16-3
£ 15

ARCHITECTURE WORDS 9–12 BOXED SET
Contains Tectonic Acts of Desire and Doubt 
by Mark Rakatansky; Stones Against 
Diamonds by Lina Bo Bardi; Second-Best 
Utopia by Tony Vidler; and The House  
of Light and Entropy by Alessandra Ponte
March 2018
B / w ills
Hardback
978-1-907896-46-0
£ 80

Architecture Words 14
THE HERO OF DOUBT
Ernesto Nathan Rogers
Translated by Steve Piccolo, with an 
introduction by Roberta Marcaccio and  
an afterword by Joan Ockman
 The architect, editor, critic, proselytiser 
and educator Ernesto Nathan Rogers 
(1909–1969) was in many ways the most 
central figure in postwar Italian architecture, 
yet his ideas and influences have remained 
relatively unrecognised by modern 
architectural historiography. This book seeks 
to correct this oversight, translating more 
than 20 of Rogers’ essays (many for the first 
time), which cover each of the various writerly 
lives he occupied, from his architectural  
work as a member of the Milanese firm BBPR 
and teaching at the local politecnico, to his 
characteristically nuanced championing  
of modern architecture as a key member of 
CIAM and his criticism and editorial work  
for the journal Casabella continuità.
March 2018
B / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback 
978-1-907896-66-8
£ 15

TRANSLATIONS FROM DRAWING TO 
BUILDING & OTHER ESSAYS
Robin Evans
With an introduction by Mohsen Mostafavi 
and an afterword by Joseph Bedford
 The late Robin Evans (1944–1993) was  
a hugely respected architectural historian 
whose writings covered a wide range  
of concerns: society’s role in the evolution 
and development of building types,  

aspects of geometry, modes of projection, 
domestic architecture and representation  
of all kinds. A first edition of this book was 
published by the Architectural Association in 
1997, since when it has remained our best 
seller. This new edition includes the original 
texts (complemented by an updated 
introduction by Mohsen Mostafavi and a new 
contextual afterword by scholar Joseph 
Bedford), but presents these within a new 
enlarged format and expanded set of images, 
partly drawn from Evans’ own slide archive. 
May 2018
Col & b / w ills
978-1-907896-97-2
c £25

STARTING WITH ARCHITECTURE
Edited by Monia de Marchi
 How do you start to study architecture?  
What does an undergraduate degree  
in architecture involve? How is the first year  
of such a programme taught? What should  
a student, or teacher, pay attention to?  
How do they learn? Structured around a 
series of thematic actions (looking, 
speculating, referencing, imagining, etc), 
Starting with Architecture offers a kind of 
manual to the teaching of architectural  
design in the AA School of Architecture’s 
First Year. As the launching pad to a career  
in architecture, or any associated design 
discipline, this programme prepares students 
for the complexities and possibilities of the 
profession. The book itself absorbs six years 
of briefs and assignments, arranged in  
a loose sequence and hierarchy, which 
collectively offer a diagram of both what  
a student might expect and what a teacher 
might wish to effect in the first forays of 
architectural education.
May 2018
Col & b / w ills
978-1-907896-98-9
c £25

AA Book
PROJECTS REVIEW 2018
 AA Book 2018 offers an overview of the 
AA’s 2017–18 academic year and features  
hundreds of drawings, models, installations, 
photographs and other materials documenting 
the world’s most international and 
experimental school of architecture.
June 2018
Col & b / w ills
978-1-907896-99-6
£ 25



October 2017 marks the centenary of the admission of the first 
female students to the Architectural Association. Published  
to coincide with a symposium, exhibition and series of talks all 
celebrating this event, AA Women in Architecture puts 
forward the stories of women who have entered the architectural 
profession and their contributions to architectural practice 
and education. 

October 2017
192 pp, col & b / w ills 
220 × 300 mm, hardcover

978-1-907896-91-0
c £ 40

AA WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE 1917 – 2017
Edited by Lynne Walker and Elizabeth Darling

New
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October 2017
152 pp, col & b / w ills 
297 × 240 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-47-7
c £ 30

Is the idea of environment in architecture only ever reducible 
to ‘environmental architecture’? For AA unit masters  
Ricardo de Ostos and Nannette Jackowski the answer is a 
resolute no. Instead they offer an alternative reading of 
‘environment’, in which the brutal and lyrical are juxtaposed 
through visually compelling narratives of architecture. 
Illustrating their approach, this book presents ten years of 
student projects, all prompted by the unit’s visits to extreme 
geographic contexts – from the rainforests of Brazil to  
the quarries of northern India. With additional photographic 
documentation and conversations with Lebbeus Woods, 
Geoff Manaugh and Peter Cook, Scavengers & Other Creatures 
in Promised Lands explores the gripping power of myth  
and fiction as radical narratives for imagining the near future 
of cities and forests.

SCAVENGERS & OTHER  
CREATURES IN PROMISED LANDS

Edited by Ricardo de Ostos and Nannette Jackowski

New



AA Files 74
June 2017
204pp, col & b/w ills 
297 × 245 mm, paperback
ISSN 0261 6823 
978-1-907896-83-5 
£15

AA Files 74 features essays by Peter Wilson, William Firebrace, 
Michael Hill, Dietrich Neumann, Dagmar Motycka Weston, 
Simona Ferrari & Wataru Sawada, Christophe Van Gerrewey, 
Charles Rice & Kenny Cupers, Tim Benton, Andrew Crompton, 
Davide Spina, Nicholas de Monchaux and Cynthia Davidson,  
a personal reminiscence by Joseph Rykwert, a recipe by Chris 
Behr, and two conversations, the first with Kate Macintosh, 
the second with Peter Eisenman.

AA FILES 74

AA FILES 73

New

AA Files 73 features essays by Fabrizio Ballabio and Alessandro 
Conti, Nicholas Olsberg, Gabriela García de Cortázar,  
Hans Frei, a conversation with Alberto Ponis, and multiple 
oral histories on the life and work of Patrick Hodgkinson.

AA Files 73
December 2016
172 pp, col & b / w ills
297 × 245 mm, paperback
ISSN 0261 6823
978-1-907896-82-8
£ 15
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This book is the first to document the remarkable history of 
the International Institute of Design (IID), an independent 
school of architecture founded and directed by Alvin Boyarsky 
from 1970 – 72, and highlights a pivotal episode in the career  
of Boyarsky, best known for his subsequent role as chairman 
of the Architectural Association (1971 – 90). Launched in the 
wake of the institutional upheavals that had swept schools of 
architecture during the late 1960s, the IID introduced an 
alternative model of architectural instruction: one that brought 
together a range of teaching methods, design strategies, 
theories and projects alongside an international assortment 
of protagonists. In Progress details this short-lived experiment 
through a trove of previously unpublished material, and 
reveals how these gatherings, held over three successive 
summers established not only a network of architects and 
discourses, but a new model for architectural education.

Co-published with the  
Graham Foundation 
February 2017
272 pp, col & b / w ills

297 × 215 mm, paperback
978-1-907896-45-3
£ 25

IN PROGRESS: THE IID SUMMER SESSIONS
Edited by Irene Sunwoo

With contributions by Brett Steele, Nicholas Boyarsky, 
Grahame Shane and Dennis Crompton
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AA Book 2017 offers an overview of the AA’s 2016 – 17 
academic year and features hundreds of drawings, models, 
installations, photographs and other materials documenting 
the world’s most international and experimental school  
of architecture.

June 2017
192 pp, col & b / w ills
320 × 240 mm, paperback with  
die-cut PVC jacket

978-1-907896-92-7
£ 25

AA BOOK 2017New



Published in conjunction with the Canadian Centre for 
Architecture (CCA), this anthology brings together for the first 
time all of the projects, articles and talks by British architect 
Cedric Price (1934 – 2003). A chronological arrangement 
places Price in postwar England, illuminating how cultural, 
social and political factors conditioned his work from the 
outset and then shaped its development as his practice 
changed from the 1960s – 90s. Full project descriptions are set 
alongside illustrations, many previously unpublished.  
Content material is drawn from the original work, now largely 
held in the Cedric Price Fonds at the CCA, to present  
the munificence of Price: thinker, philosopher, artist and 
unparalleled raconteur.

Winner of the Jury Prize, 2017 Art Book Awards

Autumn 2016
Two vols (912 pp and 528 pp)
Col & b / w ills 
310 × 240 mm, hardback & paperback 
in slipcase

978-1-907896-43-9
£ 150

CEDRIC PRICE WORKS 1952 – 2003  
A FORWARD-MINDED RETROSPECTIVE

Samantha Hardingham
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Sixty-six objects from Ryan Gander’s collection make up his 
major new works Fieldwork 2015 and Fieldwork 2016. Each 
object passes by a window, one after another, on a constantly 
looping conveyor belt. A National Trust sign protecting 

‘Culturefield’, a chess set, a pair of dead pigeons, a kitchen sink. 
Found, fabricated, everyday and exceptional, these objects 
may represent the richness of our existence, mapping its 
totality one object at a time. Through this work and a series of 
writings, Fieldwork serves as a reader to Gander’s on-going 
and ever-evolving practice.

Bedford Press, October 2016
464 pp, col ills
280 × 210 mm, paperback

978-1-907414-51-0
£ 25

FIELDWORK, THE COMPLETE READER
Ryan Gander
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This six-book set presents the work and travels of the  
AA’s Unknown Fields, a nomadic design studio and Visiting 
School that ventures into the shadows cast by the 
contemporary city to uncover the industrial ecologies and 
precarious wilderness its technologies and cultures set  
in motion. The series forms an atlas to the territories and 
stories of a global city that sits between fact and fiction. 

TALES FROM THE DARK SIDE OF THE CITY
Unknown Fields

October 2016
Six-book set, 64 pp each, col & b / w ills
170 × 240 mm, paperback in a slipcase

978-1-907896-90-3
£ 40

See backlist for individual 
title availability.

9
7

8
19

0
7

8
9

6
9

0
3



Memo for Nemo is an account of the human inhabitation of  
the undersea, in fact and fiction. It takes as its starting point  
Jules Verne’s novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the  
Sea, with the Nautilus submarine and its captain Nemo – 
inventor, explorer, oceanologist, gastronome, musician and  
terrorist. The undersea is examined as a zone created both  
by exploration and invention, from the earliest attempts  
to photograph and descend into the depths with deep-sea 
devices, through the 1960s experiments and actual 
inhabitation, such as the US Sealab and Cousteau’s Conshelf, 
to contemporary surveillance of the rapidly changing  
oceans. This history is paralleled and subverted by  
a fictitious history of films such as The Abyss, The Life Aquatic,  
Das Boot, Bioshock, Fantastic Voyage and other 
hallucinogenic delights.

June 2016
222 pp, b / w ills
225 × 140 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-54-5
£ 20

MEMO FOR NEMO
William Firebrace
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DOGMA: 11 PROJECTS
Pier Vittorio Aureli and Martino Tattara

Over the past ten years the Brussels-based architectural 
studio Dogma, founded and led by Pier Vittorio Aureli  
and Martino Tattara, has focused almost exclusively on large-
scale projects and citywide interventions. This book, and  
its accompanying AA exhibition, explores 11 works developed 
since 2002 that collectively present the Dogma ethos:  
to see the urban project as a comprehensive domain in which 
architectural form, the political and the city are reclaimed  
as one ‘field’. Mobilising and reinvigorating both drawing and 
text – the quintessential tools of architecture –  these 
11 projects range from speculative and theoretical proposals 
to investigations that question today’s modes of housing.

November 2017 (reprint)
120 pp, col & b / w ills
280 × 232 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-30-9
£25
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This book explores the notion of architectural obsolescence 
through a study of the contemporary United States. While the 
US was the world’s greatest economic, scientific and cultural 
force during the twentieth century, it now appears to be 
obsessed with its own decline. In this obsession the changing 
patterns of consumption and demand often result in an 
architectural redundancy where buildings exist as a form of 
by-product or residue. While our stereotypical image of the 
US reflects the heroic potential of production, this book 
examines the opposite – of that which isn’t work. Or, more 
pointedly, those abandoned pleasures and lost paradises  
that remain when there is no longer any work left to  
define them.

April 2016
128 pp, col & b / w ills
240 × 210 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-69-9
£25

PARADISE LOST
Mark Campbell

With an introduction by Brett Steele and  
an afterword by Pier Vittorio Aureli
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Italian cities have been points of reference for much of architect 
Peter Wilson’s professional life, and the many reasons for 
visiting the country have long presented themselves as not 
just the easy list – holidays, food, architecture and culture. 
The grand tour is the most obvious of tropes for framing these 
things, but it can also serve as a useful vehicle for a more 
ingrained understanding into Italy’s wider architectural 
habitat and cultural mythology. This book, published to 
accompany an exhibition of the same title at the AA in 2016, 
appears in the form of a latter-day Baedeker, offering  
an eclectic and idiosyncratic list of assorted reasons to  
head south, richly illustrated by Wilson’s own drawings  
and watercolours.

SOME REASONS FOR TRAVELLING TO ITALY
Peter Wilson

With an afterword by Kurt Forster

February 2016
256 pp, col ills
163 × 116 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-78-1
£20
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In The Construction of an Image, Dutch photographer  
Bas Princen takes a single image – Ringroad, Houston –  
to deconstruct and discuss. By studying one photograph, 
time is given over to process, allowing insight into  
both the mind of the photographer and the trajectory of  
a project.

Bedford Press, November 2016
80 pp, col ills
290 × 230 mm, paperback

978-1-907414-38-1
£ 20

THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMAGE
Bas Princen

Edited by Vanessa Norwood
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In recent years the idea of sacred space has not been 
considered a relevant topic in contemporary architecture,  
a neglect that is even more pronounced in terms of debates 
about the city. The texts and projects collected in this book 
aim to redress this oversight and re-open a contemporary 
understanding and discussion of the architecture of sacred 
space. The result of a year-long investigation of sacred space 
developed within the AA’s Diploma Unit 14, the book consists 
of design proposals that range from a multifaith school in 
Strasbourg to the reconstruction of a festival hall in the city of 
Xian, China; from a Jesuit monastery in Detroit to a women’s 
Islamic centre in Paris. 

October 2016
272 pp, col & b / w ills
310 × 240 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-63-7
£ 30

RITUALS AND WALLS 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF SACRED SPACE

Edited by Pier Vittorio Aureli and Maria Shéhérazade Giudici
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Misarchitectures brings together for the first time the entire 
work of French architect and artist Didier Faustino. Through 
drawings, photographs and essays this part-monograph  
part-manifesto explores the ideas that drive Faustino’s works:  
the political and ethical conditions for constructing sites  
and spaces within the socio-cultural layout of the city, and in 
particular how to critically approach the problem of the  
body in both private and public space. 

October 2015
208 pp, col & b / w ills
270 × 200 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-77-4
£40

MISARCHITECTURES
Didier Fiuza Faustino

With contributions by Brett Steele, Mathieu Potte-Bonneville, 
Steven Matijcio, Pedro Gadanho and Philippe Vasset
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This book examines four projects by the Berlin architect Ludwig 
Leo (1924 – 2012), including the famous DLRG boathouse 
(1967 – 73) in Spandau. The book appears in conjunction with 
the Wüstenrot Stiftung’s exhibition of the same name, curated 
by BARarchitekten and Gregor Harbusch, and accompanied 
an AA show in May 2015. Illustrated with numerous  
drawings from the Ludwig Leo archive, the book is also the 
first to be published in English about the work of this 
enigmatic architect.

LUDWIG LEO: AUSSCHNITT
Edited by Antje Buchholz, Jack Burnett-Stuart,  

Gregor Harbusch, Michael von Matuschka and  
Jürgen Patzak-Poor

May 2015
152 pp, col & b / w ills
332 × 240 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-72-9
£25
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This two-volume set of essays by the Japanese architect 
Kengo Kuma offers an overview of his key built works  
and gives insight into his ideas about architecture. Until now 
available only in Japanese, this edition comprises a lucid 
theoretical manifesto for humble, sustainable architecture 
that is sensitive to materials and to place. Written in the  
wake of the 2011 tsunami which devastated parts of northern 
Japan, the essays take on a particular poignancy. Each book 
features a signature of original drawings by Kuma produced 
especially for this English-language release.

SMALL ARCHITECTURE / NATURAL ARCHITECTURE 
Kengo Kuma 

Translated by Alfred Birnbaum,  
with an introduction by Thomas Daniell

August 2015
Two vols (96 pp each), b / w ills
170 × 105 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-51-4
£12
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Colquhounery is a commemorative volume celebrating  
the life and work of the architect and architectural historian 
Alan Colquhoun, who died in December 2012. 

Testimonials from friends, colleagues and students are 
gathered alongside photographs, sketches, letter transcripts, 
biographical and archival data tracing Colquhoun’s career  
as an architect, writer and educator on both sides of  
the Atlantic. This anthology represents a collective effort to 
remember the work and the man responsible for some of  
the most penetrating and clear-sighted architectural criticism 
of the last 60 years.

COLQUHOUNERY: ALAN COLQUHOUN FROM 
BRICOLAGE TO MYTH

Edited and with an introduction by Irina Davidovici
Texts by Mary McLeod, Robert Maxwell, Jacques Gubler, 

Kenneth Frampton, Edward Jones, Tony Fretton,  
Inderbir Singh Riar, Stanislaus von Moos, Barbara Weiss  

and others

January 2015
248 pp, col & b / w ills
220 × 165 mm, paperback with jacket

978-1-907896-52-1
£25
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In this collection of meditations on what Baudelaire 
championed (and Michael Fried chastised) as presentness, 
Lavin investigates the convergence of notions such as 
liveness, the provisional and the obsolete in revealing 
qualities of the contemporary. Three sets of essays explore 
different forms of architectural time, particularly as they 
shape the differences between history, theory and criticism 
as genres of writing.

December 2014
264 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback 
978-1-907896-32-3
£15

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-57-6
From £2.99

FLASH IN THE PAN
Sylvia Lavin

Architecture Words 13
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This collection of essays written by landscape historian 
Alessandra Ponte, begins with an investigation of the American 
obsession with lawns and then continues to collectively  
map the aesthetic, scientific and technological production of 
past and present North American landscapes. These include 
the American desert as a privileged site of scientific and 
artistic testing; the faraway projects of electrification of the 
Canadian North; the history of the American lawn;  
the photographic medium and its encounters with Native 
Americans; as well as an introductory essay, ‘The Map and 
the Territory’, written specifically for this volume.

June 2014
228 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-907896-17-0
£15

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-56-9 
From £2.99

THE HOUSE OF LIGHT  
AND ENTROPY

Alessandra Ponte

Architecture Words 11
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Although largely marginal in official accounts of modern 
architecture, during the second half of the twentieth century 
the development of large concrete panel systems was  
central to debates about architecture’s modernisation and 
industrialisation. Distributed across cultural, geographical 
and political contexts, these systems produced more  
than 170 million apartments worldwide. This book focuses on 
a particular aspect of this history – systems exported from 
Soviet Russia into Cuba and then on to Chile in the 1960s and 
1970s. Written from the point of view of the worker as much  
as the architect, and containing an incredible visual  
panoply of archival photographs, stills, cartoons, sketches 
and drawings, as well as oral histories from its surviving 
protagonists, the book offers a portrait of an architectural and 
political history whose constant symbolic and physical 
register is a concrete panel.

PANEL
Pedro Ignacio Alonso and Hugo Palmarola

June 2014
262 pp, col & b / w ills
279 × 240 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-49-1
£35
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This collection of 60 large drawings produced over five years 
by AA Diploma Unit 15 addresses the construction of  
context by architecture for its own very particular purposes.  
A self-declared ‘render-free zone’, the unit’s interrogations  
of architecture’s seminal sites (antiquity, technology,  
the future) examine the role of figuration and the exclusion  
of indeterminacy in the always already mediated question of 
context. These line drawings  – against the double 
ascendancy of parametricisation and the glossy rendered 
perspective – question architecture’s ambivalent relations to 
the artifice it instals between itself and the outside world. 

DRAWINGS THAT COUNT
Edited by Francesca Hughes 

With essays by Noam Andrews and David Edgerton  
and an interview with Mary Beard 

April 2013
176 pp, col & b / w ills 
220 × 220 mm, paperback 

978-1-907896-26-2
£20
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Lina Bo Bardi (1914 – 1992) was a prolific architect, designer 
and thinker, whose work, absorbing her native Italy and  
then after 1946 her adopted homeland, Brazil, spans across 
architecture, furniture, stage and costume design, urban 
planning, curatorial work, teaching and writing. This collection 
of essays is the first-ever English anthology of her writings.  
An acute critic and a creative thinker, Bo Bardi proposes  
a series of new parameters for design thinking and practice. 
Presented collectively, her texts present a wealth of 
inspirational thoughts articulated in a refreshingly simple, 
straightforward fashion.

September 2013
132 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback 
978-1-907896-20-0
£15

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-62-0 
From £2.99

STONES AGAINST DIAMONDS
Lina Bo Bardi

Introduction by Silvana Rubino
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This volume – the first in an anticipated series of similar 
anthologies – collates conversations from the past ten issues 
of AA Files, the long-running journal published by the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture. It includes 
extended interviews with architects François Dallegret,  
Léon Krier, John Winter, Mario Botta, John Frazer, Massimo 
Scolari, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Moshe Safdie, artists 
Richard Wentworth and Thomas Demand, filmmaker Sally 
Potter, philosopher Paul Virilio, historian Robin Middleton and 
photographers Tim Street-Porter and Hilla Becher.

AA FILES CONVERSATIONS
Edited and with an introduction by Thomas Weaver

December 2013
416 pp, b / w ills
176 × 108 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-41-5
£15
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This collection of essays proposes a framework for 
architecture to enact the complex tectonic dramas of social 
and cultural space. Following its title, the book is arrayed  
in three sections: Tectonic, Acts of, Desire and Doubt. In each, 
Rakatansky covers a series of subjects in a voice that varies 
from the third-person narrative of the scholarly essay to the 
transcript of an email exchange with Sarah Whiting discussing 
recent books by Greg Lynn. Transformational performances  
of architectural identity are explored in discussions of 
fabrication, building envelopes, animation, migrancy,  
and in readings into the works of Louis Kahn, Robin Evans, 
John Coltrane, Giulio Romano and Andrea Palladio.

September 2012
288 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback 
978-1-907896-15-6
£15

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-61-3
From £2.99

TECTONIC ACTS OF  
DESIRE AND DOUBT

Mark Rakatansky
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Four Conversations is the follow-up to Architecture on 
Display: On the History of the Venice Biennale of Architecture, 
published by the Architectural Association in 2010.  
This volume contains discussions with writers, architects  
and academics in Chicago, Venice, London and New York  
on the theme of display.

FOUR CONVERSATIONS ON 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF DISCOURSE

Edited by Aaron Levy & William Menking

December 2011
208 pp
178 × 110 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-19-4
£7.50
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51N4E is a Brussels-based architectural practice led by  
Johan Anrys, Freek Persyn and Peter Swinnen. Founded  
in 1998, it has drawn increasing attention and renown  
through projects for the C-mine cultural centre in Genk,  
the Groeningemuseum and the TID Tower and Skanderbeg 
Square both in Tirana, Albania. This book, accompanying  
an exhibition on the practice at the Architectural Association, 
features these and 17 other projects alongside essays by  
Lars Lerup, Dominique Boudet and Stefan Devoldere. 

Winner British Book Design and Production Award 2011
Shortlisted for the Fernand Baudin Prize 2011

DOUBLE OR NOTHING
51N4E 

June 2011
352 pp, col & b / w ills
303 × 215 mm, hardback

978-1-907896-09-5
£25
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This book publishes for the first time in English a collection  
of architectural writings and essays by the Japanese architect 
Toyo Ito. Born in 1941, Ito is one of the world’s most innovative 
architects. The texts in this collection cover almost exactly 
40 years of writing and feature famous essays as well as 
previously untranslated writings that shed new light on Ito’s 
relationship to evolving patterns of architectural thinking  
and design.

TARZANS IN THE MEDIA FOREST
Toyo Ito

With an introduction by Thomas Daniell

April 2011 
188 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-90-6 
£12

ebook on iBookstore 
and Amazon
978-1-907896-60-6
From £2.99
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GOD & CO was published to accompany the exhibition of  
the work of the French Montreal-based artist and architect 
François Dallegret (1937 –). Dallegret’s own life and work 
denies anything so predictable as a neat synopsis, but in 
essence his work, beginning in Paris in the late 1950s  
and early 60s, and later taking in New York and Montreal, 
absorbs everything from intricate line drawings for a series  
of astrological vehicles and designs for a number of machines 
(from those that assist in cooking a meal to others that 
generate literature) to the ‘A Home Is Not a House’ 
collaboration with the critic Reyner Banham; contributions  
to the Montreal 67 Expo; subversive credit cards; ‘ironique’ 
villas and light installations.

GOD & CO: FRANÇOIS DALLEGRET BEYOND THE BUBBLE
Edited by Alessandra Ponte, Laurent Stalder 

and Thomas Weaver

November 2011
384 pp, col & b / w ills
248 × 160 mm, paperback

978-1-907896-18-7
£30
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Routinely dismissed as ‘mere sprawl’, the suburban city is the 
black hole of recent urbanism, absorbing human energy and 
resources but seldom revealing the principles of its operation. 
For the past 20 years Lars Lerup has explored Houston as  
its prototype. In this book he broadly approaches this complex 
conurbation so as to develop a vocabulary to interpret its 
urban forms. Loved by its inhabitants, defined by huge potential 
and difficult problems, Lerup’s Houston is a test-case  
for twenty-first-century urbanism and our understanding of 
unregulated cities everywhere.

May 2011 
272 pp, col ills 
250 × 175 mm, hardback 

978-1-907896-04-0 
£22
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On 18 October 2002 Jason Griffiths and Alex Gino set out to 
explore the American suburbs. Over 178 days they drove 
22,382 miles, made 134 suburban house calls and took 2,593 
photographs. In Manifest Destiny, Griffiths reveals the results 
of this exploration. Structured through 58 short chapters,  
the anthology offers an architectural pattern book of suburban 
conditions all focused not on the unique or specific but  
the placeless. These chapters are complemented by an 
introduction by Griffiths and an afterword by Swiss 
architectural historian Martino Stierli. 

Recipient of a DAM Architectural Book Award 2011

MANIFEST DESTINY: A GUIDE TO THE ESSENTIAL 
INDIFFERENCE OF AMERICAN SUBURBAN HOUSING 

Jason Griffiths

August 2011
144 pp, col ills 
220 × 170 mm, hardback

978-1-907896-05-7 
£18
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Collected from over 20 years, these essays elaborate on  
such key modernist tropes as transparency, glass architecture, 
organicism, life and event, sameness and difference. 
Previously published in a variety of different venues, they are 
now assembled for the first time in this volume.

February 2011 
200 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-89-0
£12

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-59-0
From £2.99

MODERNITY UNBOUND
Detlef Mertins 
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Bernard Cache is the principal of the Paris-based practice 
Objectile and a noted theorist of geometry and computational 
ontology. He formulated his concept of ‘non-standard 
architecture’ in his 1995 book Earth Moves, a concept that 
was given the name ‘objectile’ by Gilles Deleuze in his book  
on the philosopher Leibniz, The Fold. This collection of eight 
essays brings together a number of key texts by Cache, 
including his 1999 ‘Plea for Euclid’ and more recent writing 
commissioned especially for this collection, including 
‘Vitruvius Machinator Terminator’.

May 2011 
144 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-88-3
£12

ebook on iBookstore 
and Amazon
978-1-907896-58-3
From £2.99

PROJECTILES
Bernard Cache

Translated by Pamela Johnston and Clare Barrett,  
with an introduction by Mario Carpo

Architecture Words 6

9
7

8
1

9
0

2
9

0
2

8
8

3



Marseille Mix describes the city of Marseille, its culture, 
buildings, gastronomy, cinematic images, history,  
planning, language, music, detective stories, criminology. 
These aspects of the city interrelate and overlap to create a 
complex ever shifting image. Marseille lies on the edge of 
Europe, separated from the rest of France by a circle of high 
mountains. Once one of the busiest ports in the world,  
its harbour is now largely empty. With its sea-trade almost 
abandoned, Marseille has lost its traditional purpose. It is like 
a sea creature marooned on the land, uncertain as to whether 
to settle or move on. In seven chapters (in reference to the 
seven hills surrounding Marseille and the seven seas  
to the south) the book uses various forms of writing – essay, 
narrative, description, list, recipe, glossary, conversation –  
to examine the city and investigate its defining mix. 

MARSEILLE MIX
William Firebrace

October 2010
248 pp
225 × 140 mm, paperback 

978-1-902902-95-1
£18
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Space as Membrane, written by former Bauhaus student, 
architect and cosmological theorist Siegfried Ebeling,  
has been the subject of a number of recent commentaries,  
yet the text itself remains unread, due mainly to the scarcity  
of the original publication. This is the first English translation 
of Ebeling’s original treatise and the first contemporary 
edition of the text in any language. The book includes the full 
1926 text by Ebeling, supplemented by critical essays  
by Walter Scheiffele and Spyros Papapetros with original 
drawings by Ebeling, as well as a brief biography of the 
German architect. 

SPACE AS MEMBRANE
Siegfried Ebeling

Translated by Pamela Johnston and Anna Kathryn Schoefert, 
with essays by Walter Scheiffele and Spyros Papapetros

October 2010 
68 pp, col & b / w ills
270 × 220 mm, paperback

978-1-902902-92-0
£15
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Architecture on Display is a research initiative by Aaron Levy 
and William Menking that consists of interviews with each  
of the living directors of the Venice Biennale for Architecture, 
including Vittorio Gregotti, Paolo Portoghesi, Francesco 
Dal Co, Kurt Forster, Massimiliano Fuksas, Hans Hollein, 
Richard Burdett, Deyan Sudjic, Aaron Betsky and Kazuyo 
Sejima, as well as the current president of the Venice 
Biennale, Paolo Barrata. These conversations do not seek to 
recapitulate the exhibitions themselves but rather explore 
 the questions that the exhibitions have raised, with the hope 
of offering a model for future curatorial endeavours.

ARCHITECTURE ON DISPLAY: ON THE HISTORY OF  
THE VENICE BIENNALE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Edited by Aaron Levy and William Menking

August 2010
208 pp
178 × 110 mm, paperback

978-1-902902-96-8
£7.50
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Max Bill (1908 – 94) – a product of the Bauhaus at Dessau, 
pupil of Walter Gropius, Vasily Kandinsky and Paul Klee – was 
a virtuoso designer whose work overleaped disciplinary 
boundaries, encompassing architecture, painting, sculpture, 
industrial and graphic design, as well as education. What 
unites all the work is a clarity and precision of expression. 
Through both his designs and his writings Max Bill has long 
been a major figure of reference in the German-speaking 
world. This collection makes many of his key texts available  
in English for the first time. 

FORM, FUNCTION, BEAUTY  
= GESTALT 

Max Bill
Translated by Pamela Johnston and Clare Barrett,  

with an introduction by Karin Gimmi

May 2009 
184 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-85-2
£12

ebook on iBookstore  
and Amazon
978-1-907896-37-8
From £2.99

Architecture Words 5

9
7

8
1

9
0

2
9

0
2

8
5

2



Having Words collects together ten essays by the architect 
and urban planner Denise Scott Brown. The essays extend 
from her 1969 text, ‘On Pop Art, Permissiveness and Planning’ 
to ‘Towards an Active Socioplastics’ from 2007, which offers 
an overview of Scott Brown’s education and the gestation  
of her key architectural and urban ideas. The collection is 
bookended by two additional texts by Scott Brown, a foreword 
and an afterword, addressing specifically the act of writing 
about architecture.

HAVING WORDS
Denise Scott Brown

May 2009 
164 pp
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-70-8
£12

ebook on iBookstore and Amazon
978-1-907896-36-1
From £2.99
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Supercritical is based on an evening of conversation  
between Peter Eisenman and Rem Koolhaas at the AA in  
2006. Each architect states his views about the terms  
of architecture, including its theories and relationship to the 
city and other forms of critical and cultural practice. 
Responses from the audience follow, filtered through a 
debate moderated by Brett Steele.

SUPERCRITICAL
Peter Eisenman, Rem Koolhaas, Jeffrey Kipnis 

and Robert Somol

December 2009
156 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-51-7
£12

ebook on iBookstore and Amazon
978-1-907896-33-0
From £2.99
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In Anti-Object, Kengo Kuma argues that the dissolution and 
disintegration of architecture is not only desirable but 
possible. His approach is illustrated with a discussion of works 
by his office in which he has sought, by various tactics,  
to avoid objectification. The ideas embodied in these diverse 
projects have much in common with the Japanese tradition, 
not of ‘monuments’, but of ‘weaker’ buildings characterised by 
their use of natural light and natural materials.

ANTI-OBJECT:  
THE DISSOLUTION AND DISINTEGRATION 

OF ARCHITECTURE
Kengo Kuma

Translated by Hiroshi Watanabe

October 2008
152 pp, b / w ills
180 × 110 mm, paperback
978-1-902902-52-4
£12

ebook on iBookstore and Amazon
978-1-907896-34-7
From £2.99
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