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FINDING JOURNAL ARTICLES AND JOURNALS 

Journals are a good source for the most up to date information and the most current research on any given 
subject, often more so than books. To find articles and journals on a particular subject, architect, building or 
theoretical concept for example, there are a number of tools which are described below. 

If you have any problems finding and accessing journals, feel free to contact any of the library staff 
(library@aaschool.ac.uk). Please contact Simine Marine (simine.marine@aaschool.ac.uk) if any links on the 
library website are not working.  

Step 1: Finding references 

Go to the Online Resources page on the Library pages of the AA website, which has links to the databases and 
catalogues detailed below. 

This guide uses the RIBA Library catalogue and Avery Index as examples, however there are a number of 
other databases on the Online Resources page which can be used in the same manner (JSTOR, Art Full Text) 
some of which include direct access to full-text articles. 

RIBA LIBRARY CATALOGUE 

The RIBA Library catalogue is accessible anywhere and can be used to find journal article references on the 
subject of architecture. Simply begin by typing a subject in the quick search; using any combination of terms 
using AND, OR, NOT operators to get the best results (a guide on using advanced searching techniques is 
available on the AA Library website).  

 

 

 

 

mailto:library@aaschool.ac.uk
mailto:simine.marine@aaschool.ac.uk
http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/AALIFE/LIBRARY/onlineResources.php
http://riba.sirsidynix.net.uk/uhtbin/webcat
http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/AALIFE/LIBRARY/libraryIntroduction.php
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Click on DETAILS for the contents and listed subjects to assess 
whether an article is relevant to your research 

Note the title of 
article, journal 
title, volume no., 
date, and page 
number to locate 
articles 
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AVERY INDEX 

This indexing database can be used to locate journal articles dealing with architecture, design and 
related subjects. This database can be accessed from the library computers, computer room, when 
connected to the AA wireless network, and for AA staff and students via the VPN 
(http://vpn.aaschool.ac.uk/).  

 Type search terms using the 
operators AND, OR, NOT for more 
accurate results 

 

Use these fields to specify where to apply 
search terms; for example use “SO Source” 
to search for articles in a specific journal 

 

 

 

 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search/advanced?sid=3839ed38-fd22-4e1c-bced-6e435b7d4bac%40sessionmgr10&vid=1&hid=7
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On the results page, your 
search terms and limiters are 
displayed and can be removed 

Note the reference 
details (in green on 
Avery) to locate 
the journal article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refine your search by 
selecting language, 
date of publication, 
type of publication and 
subject and clicking 
update 

 Click on article titles to 
view more details such 
as abstracts, subjects 
etc. to assess the 
relevancy of the article 
to your research 
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Save references to the 
folder which allows 
you to print or email 
the list of references 
your have compiled 
during the research 

Journal title followed by reference 
details; note these to find article! 



 LIBRARY GUIDE 
 
Step 2: Locating a journal article 

Available at the AA Library: 

Once the article reference is found, return to the AA Library catalogue. Reference example: ‘A kinder, gentler 
brutalism’, Metropolis, 2007 Jul.-Aug., v.27, no.1, p.52. 

 
Enter the journal title in 
this field to view the 
holdings  

 

 

Note the location 
depending on the year; 
for example the 2007 
issue of Metropolis is in 
the Journal Store which 
should be requested at 
the issue desk 

 

 

http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/AALIFE/LIBRARY/libraryon.php
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Accessing journals online: 

Some journals are also available in online format and can be accessed in a variety of ways. The E-journals 
library webpage lists most of the journals which are either freely accessible (Open Access) or otherwise 
accessible from the library computers, computer room, when connected to the AA wireless network, and for 
AA staff and students via the VPN (http://vpn.aaschool.ac.uk/).  

 
Metropolis  is freely available online 
from 2003 onwards  

Click this link to 
access the online 
journal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatively, online journals can be 
accessed via the library catalogue 

 

 

http://www.aaschool.ac.uk/AALIFE/LIBRARY/e-journals.php
http://vpn.aaschool.ac.uk/
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Ordering journal articles not in the collection: 

When journals are not available at the AA Library, either in print or online, journal articles can be ordered via 
interlibrary loan by filling out a form at the issue desk or via the library catalogue, or by emailing Beatriz Flora 
(flora@aaschool.ac.uk).  

 

 

Click to access 
the online form 

  

Fill in as much information as possible. 

 

 

Don’t forget to tell us who 
you are or your request will 
not be processed! 

mailto:flora@aaschool.ac.uk

